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narrative life of frederick douglass is one of the most influential
autobiographies in American history, offering a powerful first-hand account
of slavery, resilience, and the pursuit of freedom. This article provides a
comprehensive exploration of the narrative life of Frederick Douglass,
examining its historical context, key themes, impact, and lasting
significance. Readers will discover the early life of Douglass, his harrowing
experiences under slavery, his journey to literacy and emancipation, and his
vital role in the abolitionist movement. The article also analyzes the
literary techniques Douglass employed, the book’s reception, and its
influence on future generations. Through this in-depth guide, you will gain a
deeper understanding of why the narrative life of Frederick Douglass remains
a cornerstone in both American literature and the fight for social justice.
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Historical Context of Frederick Douglass’s
Narrative

The narrative life of Frederick Douglass emerged during a time of intense
social and political turmoil in the United States. Published in 1845, the
autobiography was released when the abolitionist movement was gaining
momentum. The book provided a compelling voice for the anti-slavery cause,
exposing the brutal realities of slavery to a broad audience. Douglass’s
account was especially powerful because it was written by someone who had
lived through the horrors he described, making the narrative both a vital
historical document and a catalyst for change. His story gave authenticity to
the abolitionist movement and challenged prevailing pro-slavery arguments by
offering irrefutable evidence of the cruelty and inhumanity of the
institution.



Early Life and Enslavement

Birth and Family Background

Frederick Douglass was born into slavery around 1818 in Tuckahoe, Maryland.
He never knew the exact date of his birth, a common reality for enslaved
children. His mother, Harriet Bailey, was an enslaved woman, and Douglass
never learned the identity of his father, though it was rumored that he was a
white man, possibly his master. This lack of familial knowledge and
connection was a deliberate part of the slave system, designed to strip
enslaved people of their identities and humanity.

Life on the Plantation

As a child, Douglass experienced the harsh conditions of plantation life. He
witnessed and endured physical violence, deprivation, and the constant threat
of being separated from loved ones. Douglass described how enslaved people
suffered from malnutrition, inadequate clothing, and long hours of grueling
labor. The narrative life of Frederick Douglass vividly recounts these early
experiences, providing readers with a stark portrayal of the realities of
slavery.

Transfer to Baltimore

At the age of seven or eight, Douglass was sent to Baltimore to live with the
Auld family. This move marked a significant turning point in his life. The
urban environment and exposure to new ideas would eventually lead to his
liberation. In Baltimore, Douglass’s mistress, Sophia Auld, began teaching
him the alphabet, an act that was soon forbidden by her husband but which
ignited Douglass’s passion for learning and self-betterment.

The Path to Literacy and Self-Empowerment

Learning to Read and Write

Douglass’s pursuit of literacy was an act of rebellion against the
institution of slavery. He secretly taught himself to read and write,
recognizing education as the pathway to freedom. The narrative life of
Frederick Douglass details the ingenious methods he used to acquire
knowledge, such as trading bread for lessons with local boys and secretly
reading newspapers and books. Douglass’s determination and resourcefulness
not only empowered him but also inspired countless others to seek education
as a means of liberation.

The Power of Knowledge

Through reading, Douglass gained a greater understanding of the world and the
injustices of slavery. He became aware of abolitionist movements and began to
question the legitimacy of the slave system. The autobiography emphasizes



that literacy gave Douglass both the tools to escape and the voice to
challenge oppression. This theme underscores the transformative power of
education in the fight for freedom.

Journey to Freedom

Experiences with Slaveholders

Throughout his youth, Douglass endured the cruelty of various slaveholders.
He was hired out to Edward Covey, a notorious “slave breaker,” whose brutal
treatment pushed Douglass to his limits. In a pivotal moment, Douglass
resisted Covey’s abuse, marking a turning point in his journey toward self-
emancipation. This act of defiance signaled the beginning of Douglass’s
transformation from victim to self-empowered individual.

Escape from Slavery

In 1838, Douglass made a daring escape from slavery, disguising himself and
traveling by train and boat to the North. The narrative life of Frederick
Douglass recounts the dangers and uncertainties he faced during this journey.
Upon reaching New York, Douglass experienced true freedom for the first time
and married Anna Murray, a free Black woman who supported his escape. His
successful flight to freedom became a symbol of hope for enslaved people
across the nation.

Abolitionist Work and Public Speaking

After gaining his freedom, Douglass became a leading voice in the
abolitionist movement. He delivered powerful speeches, wrote articles, and
worked alongside prominent activists to campaign for the end of slavery. The
autobiography served as both a personal testimony and a political weapon,
amplifying calls for justice and equality.

Major Themes in the Narrative Life of Frederick
Douglass

The Dehumanizing Effects of Slavery

Douglass’s narrative powerfully illustrates how slavery stripped individuals
of their dignity, identity, and humanity. He describes the psychological and
emotional toll of enslavement, including the destruction of family bonds and
the denial of basic human rights. The narrative life of Frederick Douglass
exposes the systematic cruelty that sustained the institution and calls for
its abolition.

Education as a Tool for Liberation



A recurring theme is the transformative power of education. For Douglass,
literacy represented more than just knowledge; it was the key to self-
emancipation. The autobiography encourages readers to recognize the value of
education in challenging oppression and achieving personal freedom.

Resistance and Self-Assertion

Douglass’s journey is marked by acts of resistance, both large and small.
Whether learning to read in secret or standing up to his oppressors, Douglass
demonstrates the importance of agency and self-assertion in the struggle for
freedom. These moments of defiance are central to the narrative’s enduring
impact.

The brutality and inhumanity of slavery

The significance of family and identity

The quest for knowledge and self-improvement

The power of personal testimony in effecting social change

Literary Analysis and Techniques

Autobiographical Structure

The narrative life of Frederick Douglass is structured as a first-person
autobiography, giving readers direct insight into his lived experiences.
Douglass balances personal anecdotes with broader social commentary, making
his story relatable and impactful. His use of vivid imagery and detailed
descriptions allows readers to grasp the realities of slavery on both an
emotional and intellectual level.

Rhetorical Strategies and Style

Douglass employs a range of rhetorical techniques, including irony, metaphor,
and repetition, to emphasize his points. His eloquent and persuasive writing
style demonstrates his mastery of language—a skill that defied the
stereotypes of enslaved people at the time. The narrative’s tone shifts from
despair to hope, mirroring Douglass’s journey from bondage to liberation.

Use of Religious References

Douglass frequently references religion to critique the hypocrisy of
slaveholders who justified their actions through Christianity. He contrasts
genuine faith with the corrupted religion of the slaveholding South,
highlighting the moral contradictions at the heart of American society.



Impact and Legacy of the Narrative

Reception and Influence

Upon its release, the narrative life of Frederick Douglass became a
bestseller, translated into multiple languages and widely read in both the
United States and Europe. It was praised for its authenticity and literary
merit, but also faced skepticism from critics who doubted that an enslaved
person could produce such a work. Douglass’s narrative played a crucial role
in galvanizing anti-slavery sentiment and recruiting supporters for the
abolitionist movement.

Enduring Significance

The influence of Douglass’s autobiography extends far beyond its original
publication. It has become a foundational text in African American literature
and American history, studied in classrooms and cited in discussions of civil
rights and social justice. The narrative life of Frederick Douglass continues
to inspire readers to confront injustice and strive for a more equitable
society.

Legacy in Contemporary Society

Douglass’s legacy endures in modern movements for equality and human rights.
His life and writings serve as a reminder of the power of individual
testimony to challenge systems of oppression. The autobiography remains a
touchstone for those seeking to understand the complexities of race, freedom,
and the American experience.

Conclusion

The narrative life of Frederick Douglass stands as a testament to the
resilience of the human spirit and the transformative power of education and
self-determination. Through his compelling autobiography, Douglass not only
documented the horrors of slavery but also inspired generations to fight for
justice and equality. His story remains as relevant today as it was in the
nineteenth century, serving as both a historical document and a beacon of
hope for future generations.

Q: What is the narrative life of Frederick Douglass
about?
A: The narrative life of Frederick Douglass is an autobiographical account
detailing Douglass’s experiences as an enslaved person, his journey to
literacy and self-liberation, and his eventual escape to freedom. The book
exposes the brutal realities of slavery and highlights the power of education
and resistance.



Q: When was the narrative life of Frederick Douglass
published?
A: The narrative life of Frederick Douglass was first published in 1845.

Q: Why is the narrative life of Frederick Douglass
considered important?
A: It is considered important because it provides a first-hand, authentic
account of slavery’s cruelty, played a significant role in the abolitionist
movement, and has become a foundational text in American literature and
history.

Q: What are the main themes in the narrative life of
Frederick Douglass?
A: The main themes include the dehumanizing effects of slavery, the
transformative power of education, resistance and self-assertion, and the
importance of family and identity.

Q: How did Douglass learn to read and write?
A: Douglass initially learned the alphabet from Sophia Auld in Baltimore,
then taught himself to read and write by trading bread for lessons with local
boys and studying books and newspapers in secret.

Q: What impact did the narrative life of Frederick
Douglass have on society?
A: The narrative galvanized support for the abolitionist movement, challenged
prevailing pro-slavery beliefs, and inspired countless individuals to join
the fight against slavery.

Q: Who helped Frederick Douglass escape from slavery?
A: Douglass escaped with the help of Anna Murray, a free Black woman who
later became his wife, as well as a network of abolitionists.

Q: How did Douglass use religion in his narrative?
A: Douglass used religious references to highlight the hypocrisy of
slaveholders who used Christianity to justify slavery, contrasting true
Christian values with the corrupted practices of the South.

Q: What literary techniques did Douglass use in his
narrative?
A: Douglass used vivid imagery, personal anecdotes, rhetorical devices such
as irony and metaphor, and a persuasive, eloquent writing style to convey his
experiences and arguments.



Q: How is the narrative life of Frederick Douglass
relevant today?
A: The narrative remains relevant as a powerful testament to the fight for
justice, equality, and human rights, inspiring ongoing movements for social
change and education.
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Childhood and the Seeds of Rebellion

The early chapters of the Narrative paint a harrowing picture of Douglass's childhood, highlighting
the brutal separation of families, the dehumanizing conditions of slave life, and the insidious nature
of the institution. Even in the face of unimaginable cruelty, young Frederick demonstrates an innate
thirst for knowledge and a burgeoning sense of self-worth. His early encounters with literacy,
secretly taught by a kind woman, represent a crucial turning point, symbolizing his gradual
awakening to the injustices surrounding him and fueling his determination to escape the bonds of
slavery. This early rebellion, born from a desire for self-improvement and freedom, sets the stage for
the narrative's powerful arc.

Escape and the Fight for Freedom

Douglass's escape from slavery is a pivotal moment in the Narrative. He meticulously details the
planning, the risks, and the harrowing journey to freedom, offering a rare glimpse into the ingenuity
and bravery required to overcome such systemic oppression. His escape is not simply a physical act
but a profound symbolic act of defiance, rejecting the dehumanizing system that sought to confine
him. The description of his journey underscores the courage and resilience required to break free
from the suffocating grip of slavery.

The Literary Significance of Douglass's Narrative

Beyond its historical value, the Narrative is a significant contribution to American literature.
Douglass’s powerful prose, though written under duress and with limited formal education, is
remarkably sophisticated and compelling. His use of vivid imagery, powerful metaphors, and
carefully crafted sentences effectively conveys the emotional and intellectual turmoil of his
experience. The book's structure, meticulously organized to maximize its impact, further enhances
its literary merit. The deliberate pacing, strategic use of detail, and impactful conclusions all
contribute to the book's enduring power.

The Lasting Legacy of Douglass's Work

The Narrative played a crucial role in fueling the abolitionist movement. Its unflinching portrayal of
slavery shattered the romanticized notions prevalent in some segments of society, exposing the
brutal reality of the institution and effectively undermining its moral justification. The Narrative
became a powerful tool for advocates of abolition, influencing public opinion and contributing to the
growing momentum for change. Douglass's eloquent articulation of his experiences resonated deeply



with audiences, both in the United States and abroad, inspiring activism and driving the movement
towards emancipation.

Beyond the Narrative: Douglass's Continued Fight for
Equality

The Narrative is only the first chapter in Douglass’s remarkable life story. After achieving freedom,
he continued to fight tirelessly for civil rights, becoming a prominent abolitionist, orator, writer, and
statesman. His subsequent writings, speeches, and political activism cemented his legacy as one of
the most important figures in American history, a testament to the enduring power of his initial
narrative. The Narrative is not just a story of escape but a call to action, a powerful reminder of the
ongoing struggle for equality and justice.

Conclusion

Frederick Douglass’s Narrative is more than just a historical account; it’s a powerful work of
literature, a testament to the human spirit, and a pivotal document in the fight for social justice. Its
enduring impact lies in its unflinching honesty, its powerful prose, and its enduring relevance in
today's world. By understanding and appreciating the Narrative, we gain a deeper understanding of
the history of slavery and the ongoing struggle for equality, freedom, and justice for all.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What makes Douglass's Narrative so impactful? The combination of first-person perspective, vivid
descriptions of brutal realities, and eloquent prose creates a powerful and unforgettable reading
experience, effectively challenging readers to confront the horrors of slavery.

2. How did the Narrative contribute to the abolitionist movement? It provided irrefutable evidence of
the brutality of slavery, countering pro-slavery arguments and swaying public opinion in favor of
abolition.

3. What is the significance of literacy in Douglass's Narrative? Learning to read and write became a
symbol of empowerment for Douglass, representing his intellectual awakening and his eventual
escape from the mental and physical constraints of slavery.

4. What literary techniques does Douglass employ effectively in his Narrative? He masterfully uses
vivid imagery, powerful metaphors, and a well-structured narrative to create a compelling and
moving account of his life.



5. How is Douglass's Narrative relevant today? The themes of oppression, resilience, and the fight
for equality continue to resonate deeply with readers today, making it a timeless and relevant work.
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  narrative life of frederick douglass: The Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass Frederick
Douglass, 2019-12-25 Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of An American Slave This book is
fundamentally an autobiography. It's a mind blowing tale from the time he was brought into the
world a captive to the hour of his break to opportunity in the North. But on the other hand it's a
piece with a solid political message. At the point when Douglass composed this book in 1845, slavery
was as yet legitimate in a significant part of the United States. Frederick Douglass turned into an
open speaker and author to attempt to stop it. He accepted that on the off chance that he indicated
individuals what subjugation was truly similar to, they would comprehend why it should have been
stopped. What's more, who superior to a previous slave to come clean about slavery? So despite the
fact that he needs to reveal to us his own story, he always remembers the bigger objective of
nullifying slavery. Among The Best Of Frederick Douglass Quotes If there is no struggle there is no
progress Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and it never will : I didn't know I
was a slave until I found out I couldn't do the things I wanted Why you should read Frederick
Douglass Narrative Life Of An American Slave book? Frederick Douglass biography is not just a
narrative.It is a ...... Historical document that paints the powerful picture of what it was like to be a
slave Lesson to show that freedom is something that is not given but something we have to find by
ourselves Strength that everybody should have when we want to achieve our goal Publication Of
Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of An American Slave The narrative life of Frederick Douglass
book was an instant success, selling over 35 thousand copies in the U.S. and Europe, and was
quickly translated into both French and German.The publication of Frederick Douglass book has
opened several doors, not only for Douglass's ambitious work, but also for the anti-slavery movement
of that time. Having read all these, get a copy of Frederick Douglass book from us today !
  narrative life of frederick douglass: The Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass (Original
Text Edition) Frederick Douglass, 2016-08-24 The Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass is an 1845
memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and former slave Frederick Douglass. It is
generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves during the
same period. In factual detail, the text describes the events of his life and is considered to be one of
the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in
the United States.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
Frederick Douglass, 2016-08-21 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is an 1845 ethnic &
national memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and former slave Frederick
Douglass. While often categorized in the genre of biographies & memoirs, Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass is generally held to be the most famous of a number of African American & Black
narratives written by former slaves during the same period. In factual detail, Narrative of the Life of



Frederick Douglass describes the historical events of his life and is considered to be one of the most
influential of ethnic & national biographies & memoirs to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early
19th century in the Historical United States. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
encompasses eleven chapters that vividly recapture Frederick Douglass's life as a slave and his
ambition to become a free man.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (Annotated)
Frederick Douglass, 2019-07-04 First published in 1845, the Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass is the memoir of former slave turned abolitionist, Frederick Douglass. Considered as one of
the most famous of all the slave narratives...
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass Frederick
Douglass, 2019-08-05 Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of An American Slave Frederick Douglass
Narrative Life of An American Slave, is fundamentally an autobiography. It's a mind-blowing tale
from the time he was brought into the world a captive to the hour of his break to opportunity in the
North. But on the other hand it's a piece with a solid political message. At the point when Douglass
composed this book in 1845, slavery was as yet legitimate in a significant part of the United States.
He turned into an open speaker and author to attempt to stop it. He accepted that on the off chance
that he indicated individuals what subjugation was truly similar to, they would comprehend why it
should have been canceled. What's more, who superior to a previous slave to come clean about
slavery? So despite the fact that he needs to reveal to us his own story, he always remembers the
bigger objective of nullifying slavery. Why you should read the Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of
An American Slave ? Frederick Doglass book is no just a narrative.It is a ... Historical document that
paints the powerful picture of what it was like to be a slave A lesson to show that freedom is
something that is not given but something we have to find by ourselves Strength that everybody
should have when we want to achieve our goal Publication Of Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of
An American Slave The narrative life of Frederick Douglass book was an instant success, selling over
35 thousand copies in the U.S. and Europe, and was quickly translated into both French and
German.The publication of Frederick Douglass Narrative Life of An American Slave has opened
several doors, not only for Douglass's ambitious work, but also for the anti-slavery movement of that
time. Having read all these, get a copy of Frederick Douglass book from us today !
  narrative life of frederick douglass: The Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass (Original
Classics) Frederick Douglass, 2016-01-26 The Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass is an 1845
memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and former slave Frederick Douglass. It is
generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves during the
same period. In factual detail, the text describes the events of his life and is considered to be one of
the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in
the United States.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: The Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass (Original
World's Classics) Frederick Douglass, 2016-07-03 The Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass is an
1845 memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and former slave Frederick
Douglass. It is generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former
slaves during the same period. In factual detail, the text describes the events of his life and is
considered to be one of the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of
the early 19th century in the United States.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
Frederick Douglass, 2019-04-26 Born into a family of slaves, Frederick Douglass educated himself
through sheer determination. His unconquered will to triumph over his circumstances makes his one
of America's best and most unlikely success stories. Douglass' own account of his journey from slave
to one of America's great statesmen, writers, and orators is as fascinating as it is inspiring.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: The Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass (Original
Text Edition) Frederick Douglass, 2016-03-01 The Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass is an 1845
memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and former slave Frederick Douglass. It is



generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves during the
same period. In factual detail, the text describes the events of his life and is considered to be one of
the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in
the United States.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass Frederick
Douglass, 2018-09-13 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass: Large Print by Frederick Douglass
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is a memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous
orator and ex-slave, Frederick Douglass. It is generally held to be the most famous of a number of
narratives written by former slaves during the same period. In factual detail, the text describes the
events of his life and is considered to be one of the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the
abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in the United States.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an
American Slave - Illustrated Frederick Douglass, 2017-10-16 Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is an 1845 memoir and treatise on abolition
written by famous orator and former slave Frederick Douglass. It is generally held to be the most
famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves during the same period. In factual detail,
the text describes the events of his life and is considered to be one of the most influential pieces of
literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in the United States.Narrative
of the Life of Frederick Douglass encompasses eleven chapters that recount Douglass's life as a
slave and his ambition to become a free man.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (Illustrated)
Frederick Douglass, 2020-07-08 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is an 1845 memoir and
treatise on abolition written by famous orator and former slave Frederick Douglass during his time
in Lynn, Massachusetts[1]. It is generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives
written by former slaves during the same period. In factual detail, the text describes the events of
his life and is considered to be one of the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist
movement of the early 19th century in the United States.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass an
American Slave Frederick Douglass, 2017-08-12 The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass: An
American Slave by Frederick Douglass, first published in 1845. This is a memoir and treatise on
abolition written by famous orator and ex-slave, Frederick Douglass. It is generally held to be the
most famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves during the same period. In factual
detail, the text describes the events of his life and is considered to be one of the most influential
pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in the United States.
Encompasses eleven chapters that recount Douglass' life as a slave and his ambition to become a
free man. Frederick Douglass (1818-1895) was an American social reformer, orator, writer and
statesman. After escaping from slavery, he became a leader of the abolitionist movement, gaining
note for his dazzling oratory and incisive antislavery writing.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
Illustrated Frederick Douglass, 2021-03-29 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is an 1845
memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and former slave Frederick Douglass
during his time in Lynn, Massachusetts[1]. It is generally held to be the most famous of a number of
narratives written by former slaves during the same period. In factual detail, the text describes the
events of his life and is considered to be one of the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the
abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in the United States.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass, 2017-03-07 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is
a memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and ex-slave, Frederick Douglass. It is
generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves during the
same period. In factual detail, the text describes the events of his life and is considered to be one of
the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in



the United States.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an
American Slave Frederick Douglass, 2014-08-21 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an
1845 memoir and treatise on abolition written by the famous orator and former slave Frederick
Douglass. It is generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former
slaves during the same period. In factual detail, the text describes the events of his life and is
considered to be one of the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of
the early 19th century in the United States. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass recounts
Douglass' life as a slave and his ambition to become a free man.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass an American
Slave Frederick Douglass, 2017-09-02 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass an American Slave
Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass was born in slavery as Frederick Augustus Washington
Bailey near Easton in Talbot County, Maryland. He was not sure of the exact year of his birth, but he
knew that it was 1817 or 1818. As a young boy he was sent to Baltimore, to be a house servant,
where he learned to read and write, with the assistance of his master's wife. In 1838 he escaped
from slavery and went to New York City, where he married Anna Murray, a free colored woman
whom he had met in Baltimore. Soon thereafter he changed his name to Frederick Douglass. In 1841
he addressed a convention of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society in Nantucket and so greatly
impressed the group that they immediately employed him as an agent. He was such an impressive
orator that numerous persons doubted if he had ever been a slave, so he wrote Narrative Of The Life
Of Frederick Douglass. During the Civil War he assisted in the recruiting of colored men for the 54th
and 55th Massachusetts Regiments and consistently argued for the emancipation of slaves. After the
war he was active in securing and protecting the rights of the freemen. In his later years, at different
times, he was secretary of the Santo Domingo Commission, marshall and recorder of deeds of the
District of Columbia, and United States Minister to Haiti. His other autobiographical works are My
Bondage And My Freedom and Life And Times Of Frederick Douglass, published in 1855 and 1881
respectively. He died in 1895.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass Frederick
Douglass, 2019-08-06 Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of An American Slave Frederick Douglass
Narrative Life of An American Slave, is fundamentally an autobiography. It's a mind-blowing tale
from the time he was brought into the world a captive to the hour of his break to opportunity in the
North. But on the other hand it's a piece with a solid political message. At the point when Douglass
composed this book in 1845, slavery was as yet legitimate in a significant part of the United States.
He turned into an open speaker and author to attempt to stop it. He accepted that on the off chance
that he indicated individuals what subjugation was truly similar to, they would comprehend why it
should have been canceled. What's more, who superior to a previous slave to come clean about
slavery? So despite the fact that he needs to reveal to us his own story, he always remembers the
bigger objective of nullifying slavery. Why you should read the Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of
An American Slave ? Frederick Doglass book is no just a narrative.It is a ... Historical document that
paints the powerful picture of what it was like to be a slave A lesson to show that freedom is
something that is not given but something we have to find by ourselves Strength that everybody
should have when we want to achieve our goal Publication Of Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of
An American Slave The narrative life of Frederick Douglass book was an instant success, selling over
35 thousand copies in the U.S. and Europe, and was quickly translated into both French and
German.The publication of Frederick Douglass Narrative Life of An American Slave has opened
several doors, not only for Douglass's ambitious work, but also for the anti-slavery movement of that
time. Having read all these, get a copy of Frederick Douglass book from us today !
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
Frederick Douglass, 2017-03-11 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is an 1845 memoir and
treatise on abolition written by famous orator and former slave Frederick Douglass. It is generally
held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves during the same



period. The text describes the events of his life and is considered to be one of the most influential
pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in the United States.
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass encompasses eleven chapters that recount Douglass's
life as a slave and his ambition to become a free man. Illustrated Edition includes period related
historical pictures.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Frederick Douglass - Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass, 2016-12-13 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is
a memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and ex-slave, Frederick Douglass. It is
generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves during the
same period. In factual detail, the text describes the events of his life and is considered to be one of
the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in
the United States.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass -
Illustrated Edition Frederick Douglass, 2017-08-04 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is a
memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and ex-slave, Frederick Douglass. It is
generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves during the
same period. In factual detail, the text describes the events of his life and is considered to be one of
the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in
the United States. Frederick Douglass was born in slavery as Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey
near Easton in Talbot County, Maryland. He was not sure of the exact year of his birth, but he knew
that it was 1817 or 1818. As a young boy he was sent to Baltimore, to be a house servant, where he
learned to read and write, with the assistance of his master's wife. In 1838 he escaped from slavery
and went to New York City, where he married Anna Murray, a free colored woman whom he had met
in Baltimore. Soon thereafter he changed his name to Frederick Douglass. In 1841 he addressed a
convention of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society in Nantucket and so greatly impressed the
group that they immediately employed him as an agent. He was such an impressive orator that
numerous persons doubted if he had ever been a slave, so he wrote Narrative Of The Life of
Frederick Douglass.
  narrative life of frederick douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
Frederick Douglass, 2019-09-04 Narrative Of The Life Of Frederick Douglass - Paperback Edition
This moving autobiography is about Frederick Douglass, who after escaping from slavery in
Maryland, became a national leader of the abolitionist movement in Massachusetts and New York,
gaining note for his oratory and incisive antislavery writings. In his time, he was described by
abolitionists as a living counter-example to slaveholders' argume Northerners at the time found it
hard to believe that such a great orator had once been a slave. Frederick wrote about his suffering
as a slave. He is harshly whipped almost on a weekly basis, apparently due to his awkwardness. He
is worked and beaten to exhaustion, which finally causes him to collapse one day while working in
the fields. About Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass was an American social reformer,
abolitionist, orator, writer, and statesman. After escaping from slavery in Maryland, he became a
national leader of the abolitionist movement in Massachusetts and New York, gaining note for his
oratory and incisive antislavery writings. One of the more significant reasons Douglass published his
Narrative was to offset the demeaning manner in which white people viewed him. When he spoke in
public, his white abolitionist associates established limits to what he could say on the platform. More
specifically, they did not want him to analyze the current slavery issues or to shape the future for
black people. However, once Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass was published, he was
given the liberty to begin more ambitious work on the issue rather than giving the same speeches
repetitively. Because of the work in his Narrative, Douglass gained significant credibility from those
who previously did not believe the story of his past. Wyhat ou get when you buy this edition of the
Narrative Of The Life Of Frederick Douglass This edition of Narrative Of The Life Of Frederick
Douglass is a 147 page long 9x6 trade paperback edition in white paper with brownish old paper
alike matte cover, encompasses 11 chapters that recount Douglass's life as a slave and his ambition



to become a free man. Famous quotes from this edition of Narrative Of The Life Of Frederick
Douglass Once you learn to read, you will be forever free. It is easier to build strong children than to
repair broken men. Knowledge makes a man unfit to be a slave. A Reader's take on this edition of
Narrative Of The Life Of Frederick Douglass The Narrative of Frederick Douglas is a must read for
all Americans to embrace OUR flawed but extraordinary history of the United States of America.
Douglas is a pillar of the unwavering spirit to withstand atrocities, hardships and pain of life to
overcome and succeed as one of the greatest Americans who has ever lived. Written in his own
words (when teaching slaves to read and write was subject to sadistic punishment), this
autobiography itself is a testament to Douglas' courage. As a Black parent who read this book years
ago, I made it required summer reading for my kids to read once they enter middle school. The
graphic brutality is apparent where anger could easily overcome your emotions, but the short read
allows you to experience the triumph of Douglas towards the conclusion of the book, making
contemporary racial strife child's play in comparison to his plight and yet Douglas overcame. This is
not a black story but an American story that all people on the planet could benefit for it displays how
human will and a enduring spirit can change things.
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