
lift every voice and sing
lift every voice and sing holds a significant place in American history and culture, often recognized
as the Black National Anthem. This powerful hymn resonates with themes of hope, resilience, and
unity, making it a cornerstone in both civil rights movements and celebrations of African American
heritage. In this comprehensive article, we will explore the origins and historical context of "Lift Every
Voice and Sing," examine its lyrical meaning, highlight its cultural impact, and discuss its continued
relevance in contemporary society. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of why "Lift Every Voice
and Sing" remains an enduring symbol of aspiration, identity, and communal strength. This guide will
also provide insights into notable performances, its role in education, and its influence on music and
activism. Dive in to discover the rich legacy and ongoing significance of "Lift Every Voice and Sing."
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Origins and Historical Context of "Lift Every Voice and
Sing"

"Lift Every Voice and Sing" was written as a poem by James Weldon Johnson in 1899 and set to music
by his brother, John Rosamond Johnson, in 1900. The song was first performed by school children in
Jacksonville, Florida, to celebrate Abraham Lincoln’s birthday. Its creation occurred during a period of
intense racial discrimination in the United States, when African Americans faced segregation,
disenfranchisement, and limited civil rights. The hymn quickly became a rallying cry for hope and
unity within Black communities, especially in the face of adversity.

Over time, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" gained national prominence, being adopted by the NAACP as its
official song in 1919. The lyrics and melody evoke a sense of perseverance and faith, embodying the
struggles and aspirations of generations. Its historical context as a response to oppression and its
widespread adoption in churches, schools, and civil rights events cemented its status as a symbol of
resilience and collective progress.



Lyrical Analysis and Themes

Key Messages in the Lyrics

The lyrics of "Lift Every Voice and Sing" reflect pivotal themes of hope, freedom, and unity. The
opening lines encourage everyone to sing in unison, expressing shared dreams and triumphs. As the
verses progress, they recount the journey from darkness to light, referencing the suffering of slavery
and the promise of a brighter future.

Symbolism and Imagery

James Weldon Johnson’s poetic language employs rich symbolism, such as “the rising sun of our new
day begun” and “the blood of the slaughtered.” These images evoke the struggles endured and the
hope for renewal. The song’s references to faith and endurance highlight the spiritual foundation
underlying the fight for equality and justice.

Hope and perseverance

Unity and collective action

Spiritual faith

Historical remembrance

Cultural Impact and Symbolism

Role as the Black National Anthem

"Lift Every Voice and Sing" is often called the Black National Anthem, representing the collective
aspirations and resilience of African Americans. Its use at key historical moments, such as civil rights
marches and commemorative events, underscores its importance as a unifying force within Black
culture.

Influence on Social Movements

During the Civil Rights Movement, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" was sung at protests, rallies, and
gatherings to inspire hope and solidarity. Its lyrics and melody served not only as a source of comfort
but also as a call to action for justice and equality. The song continues to be performed at events
advocating for civil rights and social change.



Notable Performances and Adaptations

Renowned Performances

Throughout history, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" has been performed by prominent artists and groups,
amplifying its message to wider audiences. Notable renditions include performances by Beyoncé,
Aretha Franklin, and the Fisk Jubilee Singers. These performances often occur at significant events
like inaugurations, sports games, and national holidays.

Modern Adaptations

Contemporary musicians and choirs have continued to adapt "Lift Every Voice and Sing," blending
genres such as gospel, jazz, and hip-hop. These adaptations reflect the song’s versatility and its
enduring relevance in modern music culture. Many artists use the song as a platform to highlight
ongoing struggles for justice and equity.

Beyoncé’s performance at Coachella1.

Super Bowl pre-game renditions2.

Choir arrangements in schools and universities3.

Grammy Awards tributes4.

"Lift Every Voice and Sing" in Education

Teaching the Song’s Meaning

Educators across the United States incorporate "Lift Every Voice and Sing" into curricula to teach
students about African American history, civil rights, and the power of music as social commentary.
Lessons often focus on the song’s historical context and its role in shaping cultural identity.

School and Community Programs

Many schools and community organizations hold annual events where "Lift Every Voice and Sing" is
performed or studied. These programs encourage students to explore the song’s significance and its
message of unity, fostering an appreciation for diversity and inclusion.



The Song’s Influence on Music and Activism

Shaping African American Musical Traditions

"Lift Every Voice and Sing" has influenced the development of various musical styles within African
American communities, including gospel, spirituals, and jazz. Its melody and themes are echoed in
countless works by artists who use music as a tool for activism and social change.

Inspiring Activists and Leaders

The song’s enduring message has inspired countless leaders and activists to persevere in the pursuit
of justice. Its role as an anthem for change is evident in speeches, protests, and campaigns, where its
verses are often recited or sung to galvanize support and foster unity.

Ongoing Relevance in Contemporary Society

Modern Day Significance

"Lift Every Voice and Sing" continues to be relevant in today’s society, serving as a reminder of past
struggles and the ongoing quest for freedom and equality. Its presence at major events, such as Black
History Month celebrations and political demonstrations, showcases its enduring power to inspire and
unite.

Representation in Popular Culture

The song’s influence extends into popular culture, appearing in films, television shows, and public
ceremonies. Its message resonates with new generations, reinforcing the importance of collective
action and remembrance. "Lift Every Voice and Sing" remains a vital part of America’s cultural fabric,
celebrated for its ability to bring communities together in pursuit of justice and hope.

Q: Who wrote "Lift Every Voice and Sing"?
A: "Lift Every Voice and Sing" was written by James Weldon Johnson, with music composed by his
brother John Rosamond Johnson in 1900.

Q: Why is "Lift Every Voice and Sing" called the Black National



Anthem?
A: The song is called the Black National Anthem because it embodies the struggles, hopes, and
resilience of African Americans, serving as a unifying hymn during key moments in the civil rights
movement.

Q: What are the main themes of "Lift Every Voice and Sing"?
A: The main themes include hope, perseverance, unity, faith, and the journey from oppression to
freedom.

Q: How is "Lift Every Voice and Sing" used in education?
A: The song is taught in schools to educate students about African American history, civil rights, and
the importance of music in social movements.

Q: What notable artists have performed "Lift Every Voice and
Sing"?
A: Notable artists include Beyoncé, Aretha Franklin, and the Fisk Jubilee Singers, among others.

Q: What is the historical significance of "Lift Every Voice and
Sing"?
A: The song was first performed in 1900 and became a symbol of unity and hope for African
Americans during times of racial discrimination and civil rights activism.

Q: How has "Lift Every Voice and Sing" influenced modern
music?
A: It has inspired adaptations across genres like gospel, jazz, and hip-hop, reflecting its enduring
influence on African American musical traditions.

Q: Why is "Lift Every Voice and Sing" performed at major
events?
A: It is performed to honor African American heritage, promote unity, and remind audiences of the
ongoing struggle for justice and equality.

Q: What is the role of the NAACP in popularizing "Lift Every



Voice and Sing"?
A: The NAACP adopted the song as its official anthem in 1919, helping to popularize it nationwide
during civil rights campaigns.

Q: How does "Lift Every Voice and Sing" remain relevant
today?
A: The song continues to be performed and celebrated at cultural, educational, and political events,
symbolizing ongoing hope and the fight for equality in contemporary society.

Lift Every Voice And Sing
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Lift Every Voice and Sing: A Deeper Dive into the Black
National Anthem

Have you ever heard a song so powerful, so resonant, it sends chills down your spine? "Lift Every
Voice and Sing" is such a song. More than just a beautiful melody, it’s a powerful testament to hope,
resilience, and the enduring spirit of Black Americans. This post delves into the history, meaning,
and lasting legacy of this iconic anthem, often referred to as the "Black National Anthem," exploring
its origins, its impact on the Civil Rights Movement, and its continued relevance today. We'll uncover
the story behind its creation and examine why it remains a crucial symbol of Black identity and
pride.

The Birth of a Legacy: The Composition of "Lift Every Voice
and Sing"

Written in 1900 by James Weldon Johnson, a prominent Black writer, poet, and activist, and set to
music by his brother, J. Rosamond Johnson, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" was originally composed for
a celebration of Abraham Lincoln's birthday. It wasn't intended to be an anthem, but its powerful
message of hope and perseverance resonated deeply with the Black community. The lyrics, filled
with vivid imagery and emotional depth, eloquently capture the struggles and triumphs of a people
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striving for freedom and equality. The simple yet majestic melody further enhances the song's
profound impact. The choice of Lincoln's birthday as the occasion for its first performance is
significant, highlighting the ongoing pursuit of the promises of emancipation and equality within the
context of American history.

The Lyrics: A Powerful Message of Hope and Perseverance

The lyrics of "Lift Every Voice and Sing" are far more than just words; they are a historical
document, a poetic testament to the endurance of the human spirit. Phrases like "sing a song full of
the faith that the dark past has taught us," and "let our hearts be brave," resonate with the
generations who have experienced the injustices and struggles of systemic racism. The song
acknowledges the pain and hardship endured, but it ultimately emphasizes hope, resilience, and the
unwavering belief in a better future. The imagery of "our darker brother" underscores the collective
experience of Black Americans and their shared destiny.

Analyzing Key Phrases and Their Significance:

"Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us": This line speaks to the strength born
from adversity, the unwavering faith in the face of immense challenges.
"Let our hearts be brave": This is a call to action, an encouragement to face the future with courage
and determination.
"God of our weary years": This evokes a deep spiritual connection and highlights the reliance on
faith amidst struggles.
"Stony the road we trod": This evocative metaphor illustrates the difficult and arduous journey
towards freedom and equality.

The Anthem's Rise to Prominence and Its Role in the Civil
Rights Movement

While initially sung primarily within Black communities, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" gradually
gained wider recognition and acceptance. Its powerful message became a rallying cry during the
Civil Rights Movement, providing inspiration and strength to those fighting for equality. The song's
presence at marches, rallies, and other civil rights events cemented its status as a symbol of hope
and resistance. The shared singing of this anthem fostered a sense of unity and collective purpose
amongst activists, further amplifying its impact.

"Lift Every Voice and Sing" Today: A Legacy of Unity and Pride

Today, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" continues to hold a profound significance. It serves as a powerful



reminder of the ongoing struggle for racial justice and equality while simultaneously celebrating the
achievements and resilience of the Black community. Its use at important events, from graduations
to political rallies, underscores its enduring relevance and its ability to inspire and unite. It's not just
a song; it's a symbol of hope, a testament to the human spirit's capacity to overcome adversity, and a
powerful expression of Black pride and identity.

The Continuing Relevance of "Lift Every Voice and Sing"

In a world still grappling with issues of racial inequality, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" remains
profoundly relevant. The song serves as a potent reminder of the ongoing need for social justice and
equality. Its continued presence in cultural spaces highlights the importance of acknowledging the
history of systemic racism and celebrating the strength and perseverance of the Black community.
The anthem’s enduring power lies in its ability to both reflect on the past and inspire hope for the
future.

Conclusion:

"Lift Every Voice and Sing" is more than just a song; it's a living testament to the power of hope,
resilience, and collective identity. From its humble beginnings to its current status as a symbol of
Black pride and a powerful anthem for social justice, its journey reflects the ongoing struggle for
equality and the unwavering spirit of the Black community. Understanding its history and meaning is
crucial to understanding the rich tapestry of American history and the ongoing pursuit of a more just
and equitable future.

FAQs:

1. Is "Lift Every Voice and Sing" officially the Black National Anthem? While it's widely recognized
and celebrated as such, there's no official declaration making it the "Black National Anthem." Its
status is cemented through widespread adoption and cultural significance.

2. What makes "Lift Every Voice and Sing" different from other patriotic songs? Its specific focus on
the Black American experience, its acknowledgement of past suffering, and its emphasis on
overcoming adversity set it apart from other patriotic songs.

3. Where can I find sheet music or recordings of "Lift Every Voice and Sing"? Numerous online
resources, including music websites and libraries, offer sheet music and recordings of the song.

4. How is the song used in contemporary society? It is frequently sung at Black cultural events, civil
rights commemorations, and educational settings to promote unity, celebrate heritage, and inspire
action for social justice.

5. What impact has the song had on the broader American culture? Beyond the Black community, its
influence is growing as people seek to understand and celebrate diverse cultural heritage and
address racial inequality. It's becoming a symbol of unity and a call for social justice in broader
American society.



  lift every voice and sing: Sing a Song Kelly Starling Lyons, 2019-08-06 Lyons delivers the
history of a song that has inspired generations of African-Americans to persist and resist in the face
of racism and systemic oppression. . . . A heartfelt history of a historic anthem.--Publishers Weekly
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us. Sing a song full of the hope that the
present has brought us. In Jacksonville, Florida, two brothers, one of them the principal of a
segregated, all-black school, wrote the song Lift Every Voice and Sing so his students could sing it
for a tribute to Abraham Lincoln's birthday in 1900. From that moment on, the song has provided
inspiration and solace for generations of Black families. Mothers and fathers passed it on to their
children who sang it to their children and grandchildren. Known as the Black National Anthem, it
has been sung during major moments of the Civil Rights Movement and at family gatherings and
college graduations. Inspired by this song's enduring significance, Kelly Starling Lyons and Keith
Mallett tell a story about the generations of families who gained hope and strength from the song's
inspiring words. --A CCBC Choice --A Notable Social Studies Trade Book for Young People --An ALSC
Notable Children's Book
  lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing Julian Bond, Dr. Sondra Kathryn Wilson,
2001-02-01 A group of young men in Jacksonville, Florida, arranged to celebrate Lincoln's birthday
in 1900. My brother, J. Rosamond Johnson, and I decided to write a song to be sung at the exercise. I
wrote the words and he wrote the music. Our New York publisher, Edward B. Marks, made
mimeographed copies for us and the song was taught to and sung by a chorus of five hundred
colored school children. Shortly afterwards my brother and I moved from Jacksonville to New York,
and the song passed out of our minds. But the school children of Jacksonville kept singing it, they
went off to other schools and sang it, they became teachers and taught it to other children. Within
twenty years it was being sung over the South and in some other parts of the country. Today, the
song, popularly known as the Negro National Hymn, is quite generally used. The lines of this song
repay me in elation, almost of exquisite anguish, whenever I hear them sung by Negro children.
—James Weldon Johnson, 1935 Pasted into Bibles, schoolbooks, and hearts, Lift Every Voice and
Sing, written by J. Rosamond Johnson and James Weldon Johnson in 1900, has become one of the
most beloved songs in the African American community—taught for years in schools, churches, and
civic organizations. Adopted by the NAACP as its official song in the 1920s and sung throughout the
civil rights movement, it is still heard today at gatherings across America. James Weldon Johnson's
lyrics pay homage to a history of struggle but never waver from a sense of optimism for the
future—facing the rising sun of our new day begun, let us march on till victory is won. Its message of
hope and strength has made Lift Every Voice and Sing a source of inspiration for generations. In
celebration of the song's centennial, Julian Bond and Sondra Kathryn Wilson have collected one
hundred essays by artists, educators, politicians, and activists reflecting on their personal
experiences with the song. Also featuring photos from historical archives, Lift Every Voice and Sing
is a moving illustration of the African American experience in the past century. With contributors
including John Hope Franklin, Jesse Jackson, Maya Angelou, Norman Lear, Maxine Waters, and
Percy Sutton, this volume is a personal tribute to the enduring power of an anthem. Lift Every Voice
and Sing has touched the hearts of many who have heard it because its true aim, as Harry Belafonte
explains, isn't just to show life as it is but to show life as it should be.
  lift every voice and sing: May We Forever Stand Imani Perry, 2018-02-02 The twin acts of
singing and fighting for freedom have been inseparable in African American history. May We
Forever Stand tells an essential part of that story. With lyrics penned by James Weldon Johnson and
music composed by his brother Rosamond, Lift Every Voice and Sing was embraced almost
immediately as an anthem that captured the story and the aspirations of black Americans. Since the
song's creation, it has been adopted by the NAACP and performed by countless artists in times of
both crisis and celebration, cementing its place in African American life up through the present day.
In this rich, poignant, and readable work, Imani Perry tells the story of the Black National Anthem as
it traveled from South to North, from civil rights to black power, and from countless family reunions
to Carnegie Hall and the Oval Office. Drawing on a wide array of sources, Perry uses Lift Every



Voice and Sing as a window on the powerful ways African Americans have used music and culture to
organize, mourn, challenge, and celebrate for more than a century.
  lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing II Accompaniment Edition Church
Publishing Incorporated, 1993-01-21 This popular collection of 280 musical pieces from both the
African American and Gospel traditions has been compiled under the supervision of the Office of
Black Ministries of the Episcopal Church. It includes service music and several psalm settings in
addition to the Negro spirituals, Gospel songs, and hymns.
  lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing Ann Morris, 1999 Profiles of 100 prominent
African Americans of St. Louis reveal challenges faced by Blacks throughout the 20th century. Men
and women from fields including medicine, education, music, journalism, and business relate their
experiences of racism, obstacles they overcame in their professions, and lessons that life has taught
them. An introduction paints a picture of 100 years of the city's history. The book includes portraits
of each person profiled by Wiley Price, a prizewinning photojournalist for the St. Louis American.
Wesley and Morris are affiliated with the Western Historical Manuscript Collection at the University
of Missouri-St. Louis. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing James Weldon Johnson, Elizabeth Catlett,
1994-01-01 An illustrated version of the song that has come to be considered the African American
national anthem.
  lift every voice and sing: Beyond Lift Every Voice and Sing Paula Marie Seniors,
2017-08-09 Beyond Lift Every Voice and Sing explores African American life and history as refracted
through the musical theater productions of one of the most prolific black song-writing teams of the
early twentieth century. This study's overarching question is how representations in black musical
theater reflected and challenged the dominant social order.
  lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Swing Vaughn A. Booker, 2020-07-21 Winner
of the 2022 Gustave O. Arlt Award in the Humanities, award by by the Council of Graduate Schools
Explores the role of jazz celebrities like Ella Fitzgerald, Cab Calloway, Duke Ellington, and Mary Lou
Williams as representatives of African American religion in the twentieth century Beginning in the
1920s, the Jazz Age propelled Black swing artists into national celebrity. Many took on the role of
race representatives, and were able to leverage their popularity toward achieving social progress for
other African Americans. In Lift Every Voice and Swing, Vaughn A. Booker argues that with the
emergence of these popular jazz figures, who came from a culture shaped by Black Protestantism,
religious authority for African Americans found a place and spokespeople outside of traditional
Afro-Protestant institutions and religious life. Popular Black jazz professionals—such as Ella
Fitzgerald, Cab Calloway, Duke Ellington, and Mary Lou Williams—inherited religious authority
though they were not official religious leaders. Some of these artists put forward a religious culture
in the mid-twentieth century by releasing religious recordings and putting on religious concerts, and
their work came to be seen as integral to the Black religious ethos. Booker documents this
transformative era in religious expression, in which jazz musicians embodied religious beliefs and
practices that echoed and diverged from the predominant African American religious culture. He
draws on the heretofore unexamined private religious writings of Duke Ellington and Mary Lou
Williams, and showcases the careers of female jazz artists alongside those of men, expanding our
understanding of African American religious expression and decentering the Black church as the
sole concept for understanding Black Protestant religiosity. Featuring gorgeous prose and insightful
research, Lift Every Voice and Swing will change the way we understand the connections between
jazz music and faith.
  lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice Patricia Sullivan, 2009-07-29 A “civil rights Hall of
Fame” (Kirkus) that was published to remarkable praise in conjunction with the NAACP's Centennial
Celebration, Lift Every Voice is a momentous history of the struggle for civil rights told through the
stories of men and women who fought inescapable racial barriers in the North as well as the
South—keeping the promise of democracy alive from the earliest days of the twentieth century to
the triumphs of the 1950s and 1960s. Historian Patricia Sullivan unearths the little-known early



decades of the NAACP's activism, telling startling stories of personal bravery, legal brilliance, and
political maneuvering by the likes of W.E.B. Du Bois, Mary White Ovington, Walter White, Charles
Houston, Ella Baker, Thurgood Marshall, and Roy Wilkins. In the critical post-war era, following a
string of legal victories culminating in Brown v. Board, the NAACP knocked out the legal
underpinnings of the segregation system and set the stage for the final assault on Jim Crow. A
sweeping and dramatic story woven deep into the fabric of American history—”history that helped
shape America's consciousness, if not its soul” (Booklist) — Lift Every Voice offers a timeless lesson
on how people, without access to the traditional levers of power, can create change under seemingly
impossible odds.
  lift every voice and sing: James Weldon Johnson Patricia C. McKissack, 1990
  lift every voice and sing: Cultural Hegemony and African-American Patriotism Timothy Almon
Askew, 1996
  lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice Lani Guinier, 1998 The author was nominated as
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights, but after critics from the right labelled her the Quota
Queen, the president not only withdrew his nomination but refused to allow her an opportunity to
defend herself. Now she writes about what really happened behind closed doors, about the nation's
racial history and commitment to equality and democracy, and about the courage of ordinary people.
  lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing II Horace Clarence Boyer, 1993 Horace
Clarence Boyer ... served ... as general editor--P. x.
  lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice Burton William Peretti, Jacqueline M Moore, Nina
Mjagkij, 2009 Looks at the history of African American music from its roots in Africa and slavery to
the present day and examines its place within African American communities and the nation as a
whole.
  lift every voice and sing: The Autobiography of An Ex-Colored Man James Weldon Johnson,
2021-01-01 First published in the year 1912, 'The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man' by James
Weldon Johnson is the fictional account of a young biracial man, referred to as the Ex-Colored Man,
living in post-Reconstruction era America in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
  lift every voice and sing: Along This Way James Weldon Johnson, 2008-01-29 The
autobiography of the celebrated African American writer and civil rights activist Published just four
years before his death in 1938, James Weldon Johnson's autobiography is a fascinating portrait of an
African American who broke the racial divide at a time when the Harlem Renaissance had not yet
begun to usher in the civil rights movement. Not only an educator, lawyer, and diplomat, Johnson
was also one of the most revered leaders of his time, going on to serve as the first black president of
the NAACP (which had previously been run only by whites), as well as write the groundbreaking
novel The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man. Beginning with his birth in Jacksonville, Florida, and
detailing his education, his role in the Harlem Renaissance, and his later years as a professor and
civil rights reformer, Along This Way is an inspiring classic of African American literature. For more
than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf
of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
  lift every voice and sing: Edward's Rhythm Sticks Franklin Willis, 2020-08 Music is
Everywhere! Edward's Rhythm Sticks is a story that shows how much music is a part of our lives.
This story illustrates just how fun music can be and how even the simplest things can be made into
instruments. This story is a great way for parents and teachers alike to teach rhythm, pattern and
sequence. Most of all, parents and teachers can use this engaging interactive eBook to bridge
learning, music, literacy and having fun together.
  lift every voice and sing: Change Sings Amanda Gorman, 2021-09-21 A lyrical picture book
debut from #1 New York Times bestselling author and presidential inaugural poet Amanda Gorman
and #1 New York Times bestselling illustrator Loren Long I can hear change humming In its loudest,



proudest song. I don't fear change coming, And so I sing along. In this stirring, much-anticipated
picture book by presidential inaugural poet and activist Amanda Gorman, anything is possible when
our voices join together. As a young girl leads a cast of characters on a musical journey, they learn
that they have the power to make changes—big or small—in the world, in their communities, and in
most importantly, in themselves. With lyrical text and rhythmic illustrations that build to a dazzling
crescendo by #1 New York Times bestselling illustrator Loren Long, Change Sings is a triumphant
call to action for everyone to use their abilities to make a difference.
  lift every voice and sing: Grit Angela Duckworth, 2016-05-03 In this instant New York Times
bestseller, Angela Duckworth shows anyone striving to succeed that the secret to outstanding
achievement is not talent, but a special blend of passion and persistence she calls “grit.” “Inspiration
for non-geniuses everywhere” (People). The daughter of a scientist who frequently noted her lack of
“genius,” Angela Duckworth is now a celebrated researcher and professor. It was her early
eye-opening stints in teaching, business consulting, and neuroscience that led to her hypothesis
about what really drives success: not genius, but a unique combination of passion and long-term
perseverance. In Grit, she takes us into the field to visit cadets struggling through their first days at
West Point, teachers working in some of the toughest schools, and young finalists in the National
Spelling Bee. She also mines fascinating insights from history and shows what can be gleaned from
modern experiments in peak performance. Finally, she shares what she’s learned from interviewing
dozens of high achievers—from JP Morgan CEO Jamie Dimon to New Yorker cartoon editor Bob
Mankoff to Seattle Seahawks Coach Pete Carroll. “Duckworth’s ideas about the cultivation of
tenacity have clearly changed some lives for the better” (The New York Times Book Review). Among
Grit’s most valuable insights: any effort you make ultimately counts twice toward your goal; grit can
be learned, regardless of IQ or circumstances; when it comes to child-rearing, neither a warm
embrace nor high standards will work by themselves; how to trigger lifelong interest; the magic of
the Hard Thing Rule; and so much more. Winningly personal, insightful, and even life-changing, Grit
is a book about what goes through your head when you fall down, and how that—not talent or
luck—makes all the difference. This is “a fascinating tour of the psychological research on success”
(The Wall Street Journal).
  lift every voice and sing: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings Maya Angelou, 2010-07-21 Here is
a book as joyous and painful, as mysterious and memorable, as childhood itself. I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings captures the longing of lonely children, the brute insult of bigotry, and the wonder
of words that can make the world right. Maya Angelou’s debut memoir is a modern American classic
beloved worldwide. Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient grandmother in a
small Southern town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of abandonment and the
prejudice of the local “powhitetrash.” At eight years old and back at her mother’s side in St. Louis,
Maya is attacked by a man many times her age—and has to live with the consequences for a lifetime.
Years later, in San Francisco, Maya learns that love for herself, the kindness of others, her own
strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors (“I met and fell in love with William Shakespeare”) will
allow her to be free instead of imprisoned. Poetic and powerful, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
will touch hearts and change minds for as long as people read. “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
liberates the reader into life simply because Maya Angelou confronts her own life with such a
moving wonder, such a luminous dignity.”—James Baldwin From the Paperback edition.
  lift every voice and sing: Anthem Shana L. Redmond, 2014 An extraordinary, innovative, and
generative book. - George Lipsitz, author of How Racism Takes Place
  lift every voice and sing: African American Poetry: 250 Years of Struggle & Song (LOA #333)
Kevin Young, 2020-10-20 A literary landmark: the biggest, most ambitious anthology of Black poetry
ever published, gathering 250 poets from the colonial period to the present Across a turbulent
history, from such vital centers as Harlem, Chicago, Washington, D.C., Los Angeles, and the Bay
Area, Black poets created a rich and multifaceted tradition that has been both a reckoning with
American realities and an imaginative response to them. Capturing the power and beauty of this
diverse tradition in a single indispensable volume, African American Poetry reveals as never before



its centrality and its challenge to American poetry and culture. One of the great American art forms,
African American poetry encompasses many kinds of verse: formal, experimental, vernacular, lyric,
and protest. The anthology opens with moving testaments to the power of poetry as a means of
self-assertion, as enslaved people like Phillis Wheatley and George Moses Horton and activist
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper voice their passionate resistance to slavery. Young’s fresh, revelatory
presentation of the Harlem Renaissance reexamines the achievements of Langston Hughes and
Countee Cullen alongside works by lesser-known poets such as Gwendolyn B. Bennett and Mae V.
Cowdery. The later flowering of the still influential Black Arts Movement is represented here with
breadth and originality, including many long out-of-print or hard-to-find poems. Here are all the
significant movements and currents: the nineteenth-century Francophone poets known as Les
Cenelles, the Chicago Renaissance that flourished around Gwendolyn Brooks, the early 1960s
Umbra group, and the more recent work of writers affiliated with Cave Canem and the Dark Room
Collective. Here too are poems of singular, hard-to-classify figures: the enslaved potter David Drake,
the allusive modernist Melvin B. Tolson, the Cleveland-based experimentalist Russell Atkins. This
Library of America volume also features biographies of each poet and notes that illuminate cultural
references and allusions to historical events.
  lift every voice and sing: Hush! Minfong Ho, Holly Meade, 2000 A lullaby which asks animals
such as a lizard, monkey, and water-buffalo to be quiet and not disturb the sleeping baby.
  lift every voice and sing: Saint Peter Relates an Incident James Weldon Johnson, 1993 This
selection of more than forty poems from a reading figure of the Harlem Renaissance includes both
uncompromising indictments of racial injustice and celebrations of the triumphs of
African-Americans.
  lift every voice and sing: When We Say Black Lives Matter Maxine Beneba Clarke,
2021-04-01 A timely, powerful and much-needed picture book exploring the background to the Black
Lives Matter movement for young children. A beautifully illustrated and poignant picture book about
the Black Lives Matter movement - its deep history, background and meaning - as well as a focus on
the tremendous amount of work still left to do. Through author-illustrator Maxine Beneba Clarke's
glorious artwork and lyrical text, this book fosters activism, being anti-racist and using your voice
and your power for good. A brave, empowering and inspiring read for all children.
  lift every voice and sing: Rhythm of War Brandon Sanderson, 2020-11-17 An instant #1 New
York Times Bestseller and a USA Today and Indie Bestseller! The Stormlight Archive saga continues
in Rhythm of War, the eagerly awaited sequel to Brandon Sanderson's #1 New York Times
bestselling Oathbringer, from an epic fantasy writer at the top of his game. After forming a coalition
of human resistance against the enemy invasion, Dalinar Kholin and his Knights Radiant have spent
a year fighting a protracted, brutal war. Neither side has gained an advantage, and the threat of a
betrayal by Dalinar’s crafty ally Taravangian looms over every strategic move. Now, as new
technological discoveries by Navani Kholin’s scholars begin to change the face of the war, the enemy
prepares a bold and dangerous operation. The arms race that follows will challenge the very core of
the Radiant ideals, and potentially reveal the secrets of the ancient tower that was once the heart of
their strength. At the same time that Kaladin Stormblessed must come to grips with his changing
role within the Knights Radiant, his Windrunners face their own problem: As more and more deadly
enemy Fused awaken to wage war, no more honorspren are willing to bond with humans to increase
the number of Radiants. Adolin and Shallan must lead the coalition’s envoy to the honorspren
stronghold of Lasting Integrity and either convince the spren to join the cause against the evil god
Odium, or personally face the storm of failure. Other Tor books by Brandon Sanderson The Cosmere
The Stormlight Archive ● The Way of Kings ● Words of Radiance ● Edgedancer (novella) ●
Oathbringer ● Dawnshard (novella) ● Rhythm of War The Mistborn Saga The Original Trilogy ●
Mistborn ● The Well of Ascension ● The Hero of Ages Wax and Wayne ● The Alloy of Law ●
Shadows of Self ● The Bands of Mourning ● The Lost Metal Other Cosmere novels ● Elantris ●
Warbreaker ● Tress of the Emerald Sea ● Yumi and the Nightmare Painter ● The Sunlit Man
Collection ● Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection The Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians



series ● Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians ● The Scrivener's Bones ● The Knights of Crystallia ● The
Shattered Lens ● The Dark Talent ● Bastille vs. the Evil Librarians (with Janci Patterson) Other
novels ● The Rithmatist ● Legion: The Many Lives of Stephen Leeds ● The Frugal Wizard’s
Handbook for Surviving Medieval England Other books by Brandon Sanderson The Reckoners ●
Steelheart ● Firefight ● Calamity Skyward ● Skyward ● Starsight ● Cytonic ● Skyward Flight
(with Janci Patterson) ● Defiant At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  lift every voice and sing: The Creation James Weldon Johnson, 1994 A poem based on the
story of creation from the first book of the Bible.
  lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing James Weldon Johnson, 2019-01-08 A
stunning reissue of the backlist title celebrating the African American National Anthem - updated
with a fresh design and introduction from Ashley BryanFirst written by a schoolteacher and activist
in 1900 and then declared the official African American National Anthem by the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People in 1919, 'Lift Every Voice and Sing' has been a cornerstone
hymn chronicling the black experience for more than one hundred years. Lyrics to this moving
history are paired with the linocuts of Elizabeth Catlett, a Harlem Renaissance artist best known for
her unique representations of the struggles and triumphs of black men, women, and children. Newly
back in print and updated with a fresh design as well as an introduction from beloved author and
illustrator Ashley Bryan, Lift Every Voice and Sing is a more relevant than ever celebration of black
lives.
  lift every voice and sing: Black Manhattan (Classic Reprint) James Weldon Johnson,
2018-11-11 Excerpt from Black Manhattan To the julius rosenwald fund and its presi dent, mr.
Edwin R. Embree, I wish to express my especial thanks for the grant of the Fellowship which has
made possible the writing of the book. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present
in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.
  lift every voice and sing: The Creation (25th Anniversary Edition) James Weldon Johnson,
2018-10-02 An award-winning retelling of the Biblical creation story from a star of the Harlem
Renaissance and an acclaimed illustrator James Weldon Johnson, author of the civil rights anthem
Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing, wrote this beautiful Bible-learning story in 1922, at the height of the
Harlem Renaissance. Set in the Deep South, The Creation alternates breathtaking scenes from
Genesis with images of a country preacher under a tree retelling the story for children. The exquisite
detail of James E. Ransome's sun-dappled paintings and the sophisticated rhythm of the free verse
pay tribute to Black American oral traditions of country sermonizing and storytelling: As far as the
eye of God could see/ Darkness covered everything/ Blacker than a hundred midnights/ Down in a
cypress swamp. . . . This beautiful new edition of the classic Coretta Scott King Award winner
features a fresh, modern design, a reimagined cover, and an introduction of the remarkable life of
James Weldon Johnson. Beneath the dust jacket, the case features a detail of Ransome's beautiful
night sky, spangled with stars. A Junior Library Guild selection!
  lift every voice and sing: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 2009-10-13 A classic work of
American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives since it burst onto the literary
scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war, memory, imagination, and
the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company:
Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the
character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the
age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in



creative writing—it has become required reading for any American and continues to challenge
readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, courage and fear and longing. The
Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur Livre Etranger and the Chicago
Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics
Circle Award.
  lift every voice and sing: From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun Jacqueline Woodson,
2010-01-07 Three-time Newbery Honor author Jacqualine Woodson explores race and sexuality
through the eyes of a compelling narrator Melanin Sun has a lot to say. But sometimes it's hard to
speak his mind, so he fills up notebooks with his thoughts instead. He writes about his mom a
lot--they're about as close as they can be, because they have no other family. So when she suddenly
tells him she's gay, his world is turned upside down. And if that weren't hard enough for him to
accept, her girlfriend is white. Melanin Sun is angry and scared. How can his mom do this to him--is
this the end of their closeness? What will his friends think? And can he let her girlfriend be part of
their family?
  lift every voice and sing: The Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal. , 1996
  lift every voice and sing: LIFT EVERY VOICE. G. RILEY. MILLS, 2021
  lift every voice and sing: Jazz Philharmonic Bob Phillips, Randy Sabien, 2005-05-03 Jazz
Philharmonic is a series of original jazz compositions offered in a carefully constructed pedagogical
order. All of the tunes, backgrounds and solos are self-contained performance vehicles. Absolutely
no improvisation is necessary for the successful use of this book! Development of some skill with
improvisation will be a natural result of its use.
  lift every voice and sing: Never to Leave Us Alone Lewis V. Baldwin, An award-winning author
looks at the personal prayers that Martin Luther King Jr. recited, explaining how King turned to
private prayer and meditation for his own spiritual fulfillment, and to public prayer as part of his
sermonic discourse, as an aspect of his pastoral care and as a way of moving, inspiring and
reaffirming people. Original.
  lift every voice and sing: The Book of American Negro Poetry James Weldon Johnson,
2009-01-01 The work of James Weldon Johnson (1871 - 1938) inspired and encouraged the artists of
the Harlem Renaissance,a movement in which he himself was an important figure. Johnson was
active in almost every aspect of American civil life and became one of the first African-American
professors at New York University. He is best remembered for his writing, which questions,
celebrates and commemorates his experience as an African-American.
  lift every voice and sing: Republic Or Death! Alex Marshall, 2016-05-05 There are a couple of
hundred songs that are sung by millions across the world each day, that school children know by
heart and sports fans belt out perfectly even after eight beers. And they aren't pop songs u they are
national anthems. These are songs which inspire the fiercest of feelings: for some they are a
declaration of nationalistic pride; for others a rallying cry for revolution; and for others still they
serve as a shameful reminder of past wrongs. And yet, despite the fact that for many of us they form
a fundamental part of our national consciousness, the fascinating stories underlying the creation and
adoption of each national anthem have rarely, if ever, been told. In Republic or Death, Alex Marshall
brings the incredible stories of the world's national anthems to life. Taking in Europe, the Middle
East, Asia, Africa and the Americas North and South, he embarks on an adventure that includes
cycling the route along which French revolutionaries marched as they first sang La Marseillaise;
entering a competition for the best singer of the Star-Spangled Banner; and attempting to bribe his
way to an audience with the king of Nepal in order to uncover the story behind the only national
anthem written on a Casio keyboard. In the course of his enthralling and often hilarious travels, Alex
encounters everyone from senior politicians and anthem composers to the sports fans and activists
from whom these songs evoke such a wide range of emotions. Along the way, he uncovers the
fascinating cultural and musical history of the world's anthems, and also asks us to consider what
they mean for us today.
  lift every voice and sing: Holy Bible (NIV) Various Authors,, 2008-09-02 The NIV is the world's



best-selling modern translation, with over 150 million copies in print since its first full publication in
1978. This highly accurate and smooth-reading version of the Bible in modern English has the
largest library of printed and electronic support material of any modern translation.
  lift every voice and sing: Encyclopedia of Black Studies Molefi Kete Asante, Ama Mazama,
2005 In the 1960s Black Studies emerged as both an academic field and a radical new ideological
paradigm. Editors Molefi Kete Asante and Ama Mazama (Black Studies, Temple U.), both influential
and renowned scholars, have compiled an encyclopedia for students, high school and beyond, and
general readers. It presents analysis of key individuals, events, a
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