languages of nigeria map

languages of nigeria map is a fascinating topic that unlocks the rich tapestry of Nigeria’s linguistic heritage.
Nigeria is renowned as one of the most linguistically diverse nations in Africa, with hundreds of languages
spoken across its vast regions. In this comprehensive guide, you will discover detailed insights into the
distribution of languages in Nigeria, how language maps are designed, and the major language families
found within the country. We will also explore the role of indigenous languages, the influence of colonial
history on language use, and the significance of language diversity in Nigerian society. Whether you are a
researcher, student, traveler, or cultural enthusiast, understanding the languages of Nigeria through maps
provides a valuable perspective on its people and their identities. This article is designed to be SEO-
optimized, informative, and easy to navigate, offering an authoritative overview of the languages of

Nigeria map and all its complexities.
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Overview of Nigeria’s Linguistic Landscape

Nigeria is celebrated for its extraordinary linguistic diversity, with estimates ranging between 500 and 700
distinct languages spoken throughout the country. This diversity is a reflection of the country’s multi-
ethnic composition, comprising over 250 ethnic groups. The languages of Nigeria map reveals not only the
locations where these languages flourish but also the intricate relationships among them. Nigeria’s official
language is English, inherited from its colonial past, yet indigenous languages play a vital role in everyday

communication, education, religion, and local governance. The linguistic landscape of Nigeria is marked by



regional language clusters, language overlap, and dynamic language shifts influenced by migration and

urbanization.

The Importance of Language Maps in Nigeria

Language maps serve as visual tools that depict the distribution and prevalence of languages across Nigeria’s
geographical regions. They are essential for linguists, policymakers, educators, and researchers seeking to
understand the country’s cultural and linguistic diversity. By analyzing the languages of Nigeria map,
stakeholders can identify language hotspots, track language vitality, and design effective language policies
for education and governance. These maps also aid in preserving endangered languages by highlighting

areas where language loss is most acute and where revitalization efforts are needed.

Uses of Language Maps in Nigeria

Educational planning and curriculum development

Language preservation and revitalization projects

e Government policy-making and resource allocation

Academic research and sociolinguistic studies

Community awareness and cultural heritage promotion

Major Language Families and Their Distribution

Nigeria’s languages belong primarily to three major language families: Niger-Congo, Afroasiatic, and Nilo-
Saharan. The Niger-Congo family is the largest, encompassing many of the country’s indigenous languages,
while Afroasiatic languages are mainly found in the northeast, and Nilo-Saharan languages are present in
the central and northeastern areas. The languages of Nigeria map visually distinguishes these families and
showecases their geographical spread, helping users appreciate the complex mosaic of Nigeria’s linguistic

landscape.



Niger-Congo Language Family

The Niger-Congo family dominates the southern and central regions of Nigeria. This family includes
prominent languages such as Yoruba, Igbo, and many others spoken across the country. The Niger-Congo

family is characterized by a rich variety of tonal languages and complex verb systems.

Afroasiatic Language Family

Afroasiatic languages, including Hausa and Kanuri, are prevalent in northern Nigeria. Hausa, in particular,
serves as a lingua franca for much of northern Nigeria and neighboring countries. The languages of Nigeria
map highlights the widespread presence of Afroasiatic languages in the north, often overlapping with

smaller indigenous languages.

Nilo-Saharan Language Family

Nilo-Saharan languages are less numerous but remain significant in the central and northeastern regions.
These languages are spoken by smaller ethnic groups, and their areas are distinctly marked on language

maps of Nigeria.

Key Indigenous Languages and Regional Presence

Nigeria’s indigenous languages are distributed across specific regions, often aligning with ethnic boundaries.
The languages of Nigeria map is instrumental in illustrating where major languages are spoken and how
they interact with neighboring tongues. Some languages have millions of native speakers, while others are

limited to small communities.

Major Indigenous Languages

Yoruba — Southwest Nigeria

Igbo — Southeast Nigeria

Hausa — Northern Nigeria

Kanuri — Northeast Nigeria



e Fulfulde — Scattered across northern regions
e Tiv — Middle Belt

e ljaw — Niger Delta

Languages with National Influence

Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo are considered Nigeria’s three major languages due to their vast number of
speakers and cultural significance. These languages are represented prominently on language maps and

often serve as regional lingua francas, facilitating communication between different ethnic groups.

Minority and Endangered Languages

Nigeria’s linguistic diversity includes numerous minority and endangered languages. These languages are
often spoken in isolated communities and face threats from language shift, urbanization, and lack of formal

recognition. Mapping these languages is crucial for preservation and revitalization efforts.

Impact of Colonial History on Language Distribution

The colonial era brought significant changes to Nigeria’s linguistic landscape. English was established as the
official language and remains the medium of instruction, government, and formal communication. The
languages of Nigeria map today reflects the legacy of colonialism, with English dominating urban centers
and serving as a bridge between different linguistic communities. However, indigenous languages
continue to thrive in rural areas and among ethnic groups, maintaining cultural continuity despite colonial

influence.

Role of English in Nigeria

e Official language for government and education
e Medium for inter-ethnic communication

e Language of commerce and media



Multilingualism and Language Diversity in Nigerian Society

Multilingualism is a defining feature of Nigerian society. Most Nigerians speak at least two or more
languages, including their mother tongue, local lingua francas, and English. The languages of Nigeria map
provides insights into areas where multilingual practices are most common and highlights the coexistence
of multiple languages within single communities. Multilingualism fosters cultural exchange, economic

activity, and social cohesion, but it also presents challenges in language education and policy development.

Factors Promoting Multilingualism

Inter-ethnic marriages

Migration and urbanization

Trade and commerce

Educational policies

Challenges in Mapping Nigeria’s Languages

Creating accurate and comprehensive languages of Nigeria maps is a complex task. The sheer number of
languages, dialectal variations, migration patterns, and shifting boundaries pose significant challenges for
cartographers and linguists. Additionally, political and social factors can influence the representation of
languages on maps. Despite these challenges, ongoing efforts continue to improve mapping techniques and

provide more detailed and accessible language maps for Nigeria.

Mapping Difficulties

¢ Dialectal diversity and language overlap
¢ Rapid urbanization and migration

¢ Limited documentation for some languages



¢ Political and administrative changes

Applications and Relevance of Languages of Nigeria Map

Languages of Nigeria maps are valuable tools across various sectors. They support educational planning,
resource allocation, cultural preservation, and development initiatives. For researchers, these maps offer
insights into language dynamics, endangered languages, and sociolinguistic trends. For communities, they
serve as instruments for cultural pride and identity, fostering understanding and respect for Nigeria’s rich

linguistic heritage.

Practical Uses of Language Maps

Guiding language education policies

Informing government census and surveys

Supporting cultural heritage documentation

Enhancing communication strategies in development projects

Q&A: Trending Questions About Languages of Nigeria Map

Q How many languages are spoken in Nigeria?

A: Nigeria is home to an estimated 500 to 700 languages, making it one of the most linguistically diverse

countries in the world.

Q What are the three major language families found in Nigeria?

A: The three major language families in Nigeria are Niger-Congo, Afroasiatic, and Nilo-Saharan.



Q Which language is most widely spoken in northern Nigeria?

A: Hausa is the most widely spoken language in northern Nigeria and serves as a regional lingua franca.

Q Why are language maps important for Nigeria?

A: Language maps are important for understanding the distribution, diversity, and vitality of languages in

Nigeria. They support educational planning, policy-making, and language preservation.

Q What impact did colonial history have on Nigerian languages?

A: Colonial history introduced English as the official language, shaping education and governance.

However, indigenous languages remain vital in daily life and cultural identity.

Q Which Nigerian languages are considered endangered?

A: Many minority languages in Nigeria are endangered, especially those spoken by small communities

with limited resources and documentation.

Q What is the role of English in Nigeria’s linguistic landscape?

A: English is the official language used in government, education, commerce, and as a means of

communication between Nigeria’s many ethnic groups.

Q How do language maps help in preserving Nigerian languages?

A: Language maps help identify regions where languages are at risk, guiding revitalization efforts and

supporting documentation of endangered languages.

Q Are there any regions in Nigeria where multiple languages are
spoken in the same community?

A: Yes, multilingualism is common in Nigeria, with many communities speaking several languages due to

migration, inter-ethnic marriages, and trade.

Q What challenges exist in creating accurate languages of Nigeria maps?

A: Challenges include dialectal diversity, migration, urbanization, limited language documentation, and



changing political boundaries.
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Languages of Nigeria Map: A Comprehensive Guide to
Linguistic Diversity

Nigeria, a vibrant and diverse nation, boasts an astonishing array of languages, reflecting its rich
cultural tapestry. Understanding this linguistic landscape is key to appreciating the country's
complexity and beauty. This comprehensive guide will delve into the languages of Nigeria, providing
a detailed map of their geographical distribution and offering insights into their cultural
significance. We'll explore the major language families, discuss the role of English, and examine the
challenges and opportunities presented by this linguistic richness. Get ready to embark on a
fascinating journey through the sounds and stories of Nigeria!

Understanding the Linguistic Landscape: A Visual Exploration

The “Languages of Nigeria Map” isn't a single, static image. Nigeria's linguistic diversity is so
profound that depicting it accurately requires a nuanced approach. Instead of a single map showing
every single language (a task virtually impossible due to the constantly evolving nature of language
and the lack of precise demarcation lines), we need to understand the concept of language families
and their geographical distribution. Think of it as a series of overlapping maps, each showcasing a
major language family or group.

Several resources online offer approximations, displaying major languages or language families
across Nigeria. These maps typically illustrate the dominance of certain languages in specific
regions, but it's crucial to remember these are generalizations. Within each designated area,
numerous smaller languages and dialects exist, often spoken by smaller communities. A true
representation would require far more detailed mapping than is currently feasible.

Searching for "languages of Nigeria map" online will yield various results, some more accurate and
informative than others. It's important to critically evaluate the source and understand the
limitations of any visual representation.
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Major Language Families of Nigeria

Nigeria is home to languages belonging to several major families, including:

Niger-Congo: This is the largest and most dominant family, encompassing a vast number of
languages across the country. Within Niger-Congo, several branches are represented, including the
Benue-Congo branch (with significant languages like Igho and Yoruba) and the Volta-Congo branch.
The distribution of Niger-Congo languages is widespread, often reflecting historical migration
patterns and ethnic boundaries.

Afro-Asiatic (Chadic): Primarily concentrated in the northeast, this family includes the Hausa
language, which is one of the most widely spoken languages in Nigeria and beyond. Hausa's
dominance in the north is reflected in most language maps.

Nilo-Saharan: Primarily found in the far northeast, languages belonging to this family are less
widespread compared to Niger-Congo and Afro-Asiatic.

The Role of English in Nigeria

While Nigeria boasts hundreds of indigenous languages, English serves as the official language and
is widely used in education, government, and commerce. This creates a unique linguistic landscape
where indigenous languages coexist with English, often leading to code-switching and a rich blend of
linguistic influences. Understanding English is crucial for navigating many aspects of Nigerian life,
but this doesn't diminish the significance and continued use of indigenous languages.

Challenges and Opportunities of Linguistic Diversity

The linguistic diversity of Nigeria presents both challenges and opportunities. Challenges include
the need for multilingual education systems, the complexities of national communication, and
potential barriers to communication and social cohesion. Opportunities include the richness of
cultural expression, the potential for linguistic innovation, and the fostering of cross-cultural
understanding and cooperation. Preserving and promoting the diverse languages of Nigeria is
crucial for safeguarding its cultural heritage.

Preserving Linguistic Heritage: A Call to Action

The continued existence and flourishing of Nigeria's many languages relies on active efforts towards
preservation. This includes initiatives such as language documentation projects, the promotion of



multilingual education, and the incorporation of indigenous languages into media and public life. It’s
a collective responsibility to ensure that future generations can continue to speak and appreciate the
rich tapestry of tongues that make Nigeria so unique.

Conclusion

The languages of Nigeria present a vibrant and complex picture of its cultural heritage. While a
single, comprehensive "languages of Nigeria map" is elusive due to the sheer number and intricate
distribution of languages, understanding the major language families and their geographical
tendencies provides a crucial starting point. The coexistence of numerous indigenous languages with
English underscores the dynamism and ongoing evolution of this fascinating linguistic landscape.
Preserving this diversity is essential for the continued cultural richness and social cohesion of
Nigeria.

FAQs

1. What is the most widely spoken language in Nigeria? While Hausa has a large number of speakers
across a wide area, Yoruba and Igbo also have significantly large numbers of speakers. Determining
a single "most widely spoken" language depends on the metrics used.

2. Are there any online resources that provide more detailed language maps of Nigeria? While not
perfectly accurate, several websites and academic databases offer linguistic maps focusing on major
language families or groups. However, a truly comprehensive map at the level of individual
languages is unlikely due to the complex and constantly evolving linguistic landscape.

3. How many languages are officially recognized in Nigeria? While there's no single official list,
hundreds of languages are spoken in Nigeria. The exact number is difficult to determine due to the
fluid nature of language classification and the existence of many dialects and closely related
languages.

4. What are the challenges associated with multilingual education in Nigeria? Challenges include the
need for diverse teaching materials, teacher training in multiple languages, and the potential for
marginalization of certain languages in the curriculum.

5. How can I contribute to the preservation of Nigeria's languages? Support organizations working
on language documentation and preservation, advocate for multilingual education initiatives, and
learn and appreciate the diversity of languages spoken in Nigeria.

languages of nigeria map: Nigeria in Maps Kenneth Michael Barbour, 1982

languages of nigeria map: A Thesaurus of African Languages Michael Mann, David Dalby,
2017-09-18 Originally published in 1987, this thesaurus is concerned with the spoken languages of
Africa. Languages are grouped into a relatively large number of sets and subsets within which the
relationship of languages to one another is locally apparent and uncontroversial. The volume



presents the languages in classified order with notes on each language, their variant names and
immediate classification, and reference to the sources consulted. One section offers an exhaustive
list of the languages spoken as home languages by local communities in each state, together with
details of languages widely used for inter-group communication, given official recognition, or used in
education or the media. There are brief phonological analyses of a broad sample of some 20 African
languages and a comprehensive bibliography and language index to the whole work

languages of nigeria map: Love in Different Nigerian Languages Blank Lines
Notebook/Journal Angden Publishing, 2019-10 This is a Blank Lined Notebook/Journal with Love in
different Nigerian Languages, with a Nigerian map on the back. It is the perfect gift for your
Nigerian friends and loved ones. Perfect gift for people in diaspora, Nigerian ancestry, missionaries
in Nigeria, expatriates in Nigeria etc8.5 x 11

languages of nigeria map: An Index of Nigerian Languages Keir Hansford, John
Bendor-Samuel, Ronald Stanford, 1976

languages of nigeria map: Language Mapping Jurgen Erich Schmidt, 2011-03-30 The
Handbook of Language Mapping aims to explore the core methodological and theoretical
approaches of linguistic cartography. In both empirical and theoretical linguistics, the spatial
variation of language is of increasing interest and the visualization of language in space is therefore
also of growing significance. It is the precondition for correct data interpretation. But how does it
work? What has to be considered when drawing a map? And how has the problem been tackled so
far? This book provides answers to such questions by taking a closer look at the theoretical issues
surrounding cartography and at the concrete practice of mapping. The fundamental issues raised
are addressed particularly well, since linguistic geography is not only one of the domains with a
lengthy tradition, it is also one of the most progressive fields in linguistics. At the same time,
because of their visual primacy, linguistic maps directly confront the challenges of human
perception and aesthetics. In this context, envisioning the fruits of language mapping is a fascinating
and inspiring endeavor, not just for experts. With its accessible texts and wealth of full-color images,
the handbook not only represents a comprehensive manual serving the interests of a variety of
readers, it also fills a gap in the ongoing linguistic discourse.

languages of nigeria map: The Languages of the South-South Zone of Nigeria Imelda Icheji
Lawrence Udoh, 2003

languages of nigeria map: Atlas of the World's Languages R.E. Asher, Christopher
Moseley, 2018-04-19 Before the first appearance of the Atlas of the World's Languages in 1993, all
the world's languages had never been accurately and completely mapped. The Atlas depicts the
location of every known living language, including languages on the point of extinction. This fully
revised edition of the Atlas offers: up-to-date research, some from fieldwork in early 2006 a general
linguistic history of each section an overview of the genetic relations of the languages in each
section statistical and sociolinguistic information a large number of new or completely updated maps
further reading and a bibliography for each section a cross-referenced language index of over 6,000
languages. Presenting contributions from international scholars, covering over 6,000 languages and
containing over 150 full-colour maps, the Atlas of the World's Languages is the definitive reference
resource for every linguistic and reference library.

languages of nigeria map: Mapping Yoruba Networks Kamari Maxine Clarke, 2004-07-12
Three flags fly in the palace courtyard of Oyétinji African Village. One represents black American
emancipation from slavery, one black nationalism, and the third the establishment of an ancient
Yoruba Empire in the state of South Carolina. Located sixty-five miles southwest of Charleston,
Oy6tuniji is a Yorubd revivalist community founded in 1970. Mapping Yoruba Networks is an
innovative ethnography of Oy6tunji and a theoretically sophisticated exploration of how Yorubé orisa
voodoo religious practices are reworked as expressions of transnational racial politics. Drawing on
several years of multisited fieldwork in the United States and Nigeria, Kamari Maxine Clarke
describes Oy6tiniji in vivid detail—the physical space, government, rituals, language, and marriage
and kinship practices—and explores how ideas of what constitutes the Yoruba past are constructed.




She highlights the connections between contemporary Yoruba transatlantic religious networks and
the post-1970s institutionalization of roots heritage in American social life. Examining how the
development of a deterritorialized network of black cultural nationalists became aligned with a
lucrative late-twentieth-century roots heritage market, Clarke explores the dynamics of Oyétiniji
Village’s religious and tourist economy. She discusses how the community generates income through
the sale of prophetic divinatory consultations, African market souvenirs—such as cloth, books,
candles, and carvings—and fees for community-based tours and dining services. Clarke accompanied
Oy6tuniji villagers to Nigeria, and she describes how these heritage travelers often returned home
feeling that despite the separation of their ancestors from Africa as a result of transatlantic slavery,
they—more than the Nigerian Yoruba—are the true claimants to the ancestral history of the Great
Oy6 Empire of the Yoruba people. Mapping Yoruba Networks is a unique look at the political
economy of homeland identification and the transnational construction and legitimization of ideas
such as authenticity, ancestry, blackness, and tradition.

languages of nigeria map: In the Linguistic Paradise Ozo-mekuri Ndimele, 2019-02-19 In the
Linguistic Paradise is the second volume in the Nigerian Linguists Festschrift Series. The motivating
force behind the establishment of the Festschrift Series is to honour outstanding scholars who have
excelled in the study of languages and linguistics in Nigeria. This volume is dedicated to Professor E.
Nolue Emenanjo, a celebrated linguist and a pioneer professor of Igho Linguistics. The book is
organised in five sections, as follows: Language, History and Society; Literature, Stylistics and
Pragmatics; Applied Linguistics; Formal Linguistics; and Tributes. There are 15 papers in the first
section the majority address the perennial problem of language choice in Nigeria. Section two
contains 10 papers focusing on literature, stylistics and pragmatics. Section three contains 17
papers a sizeable number of which focus on language teaching and learning, two are on
lexicography, while others are on language engineering. Section three contains 16 papers focusing
on the core areas of linguistics. In section four a biographical profile of Professor E. Nolue Emenanjo
and list of publications is presented, while Nwadike examines the contributions of Emenanjo in Igho
Studies.

languages of nigeria map: An Index of Nigerian Languages David Henry Crozier, R.
Blench, 1992

languages of nigeria map: Specimens of Languages from Southern Nigeria Northcote
Whitridge Thomas, 1914

languages of nigeria map: Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics , 2005-11-24 The
first edition of ELL (1993, Ron Asher, Editor) was hailed as the field's standard reference work for a
generation. Now the all-new second edition matches ELL's comprehensiveness and high quality,
expanded for a new generation, while being the first encyclopedia to really exploit the multimedia
potential of linguistics. * The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and international
reference source in its field * An entirely new work, with new editors, new authors, new topics and
newly commissioned articles with a handful of classic articles * The first Encyclopedia to exploit the
multimedia potential of linguistics through the online edition * Ground-breaking and International in
scope and approach * Alphabetically arranged with extensive cross-referencing * Available in print
and online, priced separately. The online version will include updates as subjects develop ELL2
includes: * ¢. 7,500,000 words * c. 11,000 pages * c. 3,000 articles * c. 1,500 figures: 130 halftones
and 150 colour * Supplementary audio, video and text files online * c. 3,500 glossary definitions * c.
39,000 references * Extensive list of commonly used abbreviations * List of languages of the world
(including information on no. of speakers, language family, etc.) * Approximately 700 biographical
entries (now includes contemporary linguists) * 200 language maps in print and online Also available
online via ScienceDirect - featuring extensive browsing, searching, and internal cross-referencing
between articles in the work, plus dynamic linking to journal articles and abstract databases, making
navigation flexible and easy. For more information, pricing options and availability visit
www.info.sciencedirect.com. The first Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics
Ground-breaking in scope - wider than any predecessor An invaluable resource for researchers,



academics, students and professionals in the fields of: linguistics, anthropology, education,
psychology, language acquisition, language pathology, cognitive science, sociology, the law, the
media, medicine & computer science. The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and
international reference source in its field

languages of nigeria map: Nigerian Languages, Literatures, Culture and Reforms
Ozo-mekuri Ndimele, 2016-04-30 The papers in this volume were selected from the Silver Jubilee
edition of the Annual Conference of the Linguistic Association of Nigerian (LAN) which was held at
the Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC), Abuja, Nigeria. The Silver
Jubilee edition is dedicated to the father of Nigerian Linguistics, Professor Emeritus Ayo Bamgbose.
Professor Emeritus Bamgbose was the first indigenous Professor of Linguistics in Nigeria, and the
first black African to teach linguistics in any known university south of the Sahara. He was there
from the very beginning, and together with co-operation of people such as the late Professor Kay
Williamson, he nurtured Nigerian linguistics. He is not just a foremost Nigerian linguist, but also a
most famous, respected, celebrated, distinguished, and cherished African linguist of all times. To be
candid, Nigerian linguistics is synonymous with Professor Emeritus Bamgbose. In 58 well-written
chapters by experts in their fields, the book covers aspects of Nigerian languages, linguistics,
literatures and culture. The papers have not been categorized into sections; rather they flow, hence
there is some overlapping in the arrangement. The book is an essential resource for all who are
interested to learn about current trends in the study of languages, linguistics and related
subject-matters in Nigeria.

languages of nigeria map: The Sacred Language of the Abakuda Lydia Cabrera, 2020-12-28 In
1988, Lydia Cabrera (1899-1991) published La lengua sagrada de los Néﬁigos, an Abakua
phrasebook that is to this day the largest work available on any African diaspora community in the
Americas. In the early 1800s in Cuba, enslaved Africans from the Cross River region of southeastern
Nigeria and southwestern Cameroon created Abakua societies for protection and mutual aid. Abakua
rites reenact mythic legends of the institution’s history in Africa, using dance, chants, drumming,
symbolic writing, herbs, domestic animals, and masked performers to represent African ancestors.
Criminalized and scorned in the colonial era, Abakua members were at the same time contributing
to the creation of a unique Cuban culture, including rumba music, now considered a national
treasure. Translated for the first time into English, Cabrera’s lexicon documents phrases vital to the
creation of a specific African-derived identity in Cuba and presents the first “insider’s” view of this
African heritage. This text presents thoroughly researched commentaries that link hundreds of
entries to the context of mythic rites, skilled ritual performance, and the influence of Abakua in
Cuban society and popular music. Generously illustrated with photographs and drawings, the volume
includes a new introduction to Cabrera’s writing as well as appendices that situate this important
work in Cuba’s history. With the help of living Abakué specialists in Cuba and the US, Ivor L. Miller
and P. Gonzalez Gomes-Casseres have translated Cabrera’s Spanish into English for the first time
while keeping her meanings and cultivated style intact, opening this seminal work to new audiences
and propelling its legacy in African diaspora studies.

languages of nigeria map: The Languages of West Africa ... Frederick William Hugh
Migeod, 1911

languages of nigeria map: Nigerian English David Jowitt, 2018-11-05 Although the past few
decades have witnessed growing interest in varieties of English around the world, no study of the
Nigerian variety intended for the international market has yet been published. Making use of
well-known paradigms, the book will relate Nigerian English, as a ‘Second Language’ variety, to
other World Englishes. Its chief overall concern, however, is to provide a detailed descriptive
account of the variety, seeking to show what is distinctive about it and also, in this perspective,
distinguishing between more educated and less educated usage. After giving a sociolinguistic profile
of Nigeria, where English today enjoys a more prominent role than ever before, it will examine in
turn the phonology, morpho-syntax, and lexico-semantics of Nigerian English, with samples of
written texts from the eighteenth century to the present. It will also give a comprehensive summary



of academic research carried out in the field over the past fifty years. In this way the book will
provide an introduction to the subject for the benefit of scholars and students in universities in many
countries, and will serve as a useful companion to other books in De Gruyter Mouton's Dialects of
English series.

languages of nigeria map: Sign Languages of the World Julie Bakken Jepsen, Goedele De
Clerck, Sam Lutalo-Kiingi, William B. McGregor, 2015-10-16 Although a number of edited collections
deal with either the languages of the world or the languages of particular regions or genetic
families, only a few cover sign languages or even include a substantial amount of information on
them. This handbook provides information on some 38 sign languages, including basic facts about
each of the languages, structural aspects, history and culture of the Deaf communities, and history
of research. This information will be of interest not just to general audiences, including those who
are deaf, but also to linguists and students of linguistics. By providing information on sign languages
in a manner accessible to a less specialist audience, this volume fills an important gap in the
literature.

languages of nigeria map: The Languages of West Africa Diedrich Westermann, M. A. Bryan,
2017-09-22 This volume, originally published in 1970, presents a survey of the languages spoken in
an area extending from the Atlantic coast at the Sengal River eastward to the Lake Chad region. The
area covered by this volume is mainly a goegraphical one, so it follows that not all the languages
included are related to one another, though a certain degree of homogeneity appears.

languages of nigeria map: Language Pedagogy and Language Use in Africa Lioba Moshi,
2009-10-23 The study of African language pedagogy and use in the Diaspora was initiated in the
1960s as African countries attained independence from colonial powers. In the continent, the
enthusiasm for the use of indigenous languages and scholarship has remained relatively moderate as
scholars are conflicted in their loyalty to imperial languages. The attitude towards the use of African
languages by African leaders has also hampered scholars' efforts to create and sustain the needed
visibility for African languages around the world. Needless to say, the study of African languages is
not only critical to the study of language theories but also important in changing Africa's
overwhelming reliance on European languages to communicate with each other. The reliance has
not only affected the politics of the continent but also its economic wellbeing. An analysis of the
enormous developmental challenges facing the African continent will reveal that many of the
economic, social, political and cultural challenges have major language components. It can actually
be said that the challenges of development in Africa are either outright language challenges or are
language- based. More significantly, at the social level in many parts of the continent, African
languages are now perceived as inadequate means of communication. Language Pedagogy and
Language Use in Africa discusses the importance of teaching and using of African languages in the
African continent and beyond and provides illustrations of both their direct and indirect use a result
of historical and contemporary contacts, language planning policies and pedagogical concerns. The
book contributes to the on-going discussion on the pedagogy, promotion, and use of African
languages both on the continent and in the Diaspora.

languages of nigeria map: Current Trends in Nigerian Pidgin English Akinmade T. Akande,
Oladipo Salami, 2021-10-25 This book focuses on the structure and sociolinguistics of Nigerian
Pidgin English. Its major aim is to serve as a compendium which touches different major aspects of
NPE as it has been observed that earlier works in this area have focused only on one aspect or the
other. It will offer a broad survey of the form and functions of Nigerian Pidgin (NP) in different
domains. The book promises to investigate the use of NP in such domains as popular culture,
advertisement, social media and online discussion fora. One major strong point of this volume is the
fact that it will direct attention to different fertile areas of NP by focusing, inter alia, on its social
functions, its morphology and syntax, its regional varieties, its (possible) use as a viable medium of
instruction in school, the changing attitudes of people towards its use, the place of NP in relation to
language planning and policy in Nigeria as well as sociolinguistic variation within NP. The book will
make a significant contribution to the existing literature on NP as, unlike earlier studies in this area,



it will explore the grammatical, sociolinguistic and perceptual aspects of the language. By bringing
together the expertise of renowned Nigerian and international scholars who have conducted
research in this area, the volume will be an essential resource for researchers, graduate and
undergraduate students interested not only in Nigerian Pidgin but also on contact linguistics.

languages of nigeria map: Language, Society, and Empowerment in Africa and Its Diaspora
Akinloye 0j6, 2022-09-06 Africa’s diversity is best illustrated linguistically. Thousands of endogenous
and exogenous languages are linked to and central to the identity and reality of Africans. Language
is a vital lens for analyzing these multifaceted challenges in Africa, where a deeper understanding of
the entire linguistic landscape is germane to understanding sociopolitical and cultural systems.
Concentrating on instrumental and emblematic functions of language in Africa, Language, Society,
and Empowerment in Africa and Its Diaspora argues for the critical value of African languages
beyond functionality into philosophical consideration of their importance for African unity and
advancement. Akinloyé Ojé calls for the development and empowerment of African languages to
serve in various domains, including the support of basic literacy and daily survival of their users. 0j6
propagates ways to empower African languages for African sociocultural and economic development
in the twenty-first century. The author productively engages works by linguists and language
pedagogues to provide an ardent case for the empowerment of African languages in the renewed era
of globalization, the internet, and an emergent Global Africa. Oj6 posits and accentuates some of the
notable modalities for empowering African languages in specialized domains for national and
continental development.

languages of nigeria map: Manuscript Cultures: Mapping the Field Jorg Quenzer, Dmitry
Bondarev, Jan-Ulrich Sobisch, 2014-12-12 Script and writing were among the most important
inventions in human history, and until the invention of printing, the handwritten book was the
primary medium of literary and cultural transmission. Although the study of manuscripts is already
quite advanced for many regions of the world, no unified discipline of ‘manuscript studies’ has yet
evolved which is capable of treating handwritten books from East Asia, India and the Islamic world
equally alongside the European manuscript tradition. This book, which aims to begin the
interdisciplinary dialogue needed to arrive at a truly systematic and comparative approach to
manuscript cultures worldwide, brings together papers by leading researchers concerned with
material, philological and cultural aspects of different manuscript traditions.

languages of nigeria map: Language Endangerment in Nigeria. The Case of Yoruba ,
2017-03-31 Seminar paper from the year 2015 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,7, University of Wirzburg (Anglistik), course: Language Contact,
language: English, abstract: Language diversity is a cultural heritage of the world. Even though
approximately 6,000 languages still exist, many minority languages are threatened with extinction in
almost every part of the world. The study focuses on language endangerment in Nigeria presented
by the example of Yoruba. The aim of this paper is to present the topic of language endangerment in
general concerning the historical background, the classification, the value of languages, and the
causes as well as the supports for language endangerment. It is discussed whether Yoruba counts
into the category of endangered languages or not.

languages of nigeria map: Studies on Indigenous Signed and Spoken Languages in
Africa Emmanuel Asonye, Mary Edward, 2024-04-23 This volume is an important exploration of
Africa’s rich linguistic diversity. The chapters delve into the complexities of linguistic research,
preservation, and cultural understanding, with a regional focus covering indigenous African
languages. It honours often-overlooked sign languages, making it a trailblazing work in its
combination of signed and spoken languages within the African environment. This book is a
must-have for anybody interested in African languages, providing new perspectives on language
preservation, cultural identity, and the lasting spirit of linguistic diversity. The individual chapters
present an invitation to discover, appreciate, and preserve Africa’s indigenous languages. This
volume, intended for linguists, policy makers, and graduate and undergraduate students, presents a
practical approach to deciphering the complexity of indigenous African languages, both signed and



spoken.

languages of nigeria map: Repertoires and Choices in African Languages Friederike Liipke,
Anne Storch, 2013-05-28 Most African languages are spoken by communities as one of several
languages present on a daily basis. The persistence of multilingualism and the linguistic creativity
manifest in the playful use of different languages are striking, especially against the backdrop of
language death and expanding monolingualism elsewhere in the world. The effortless mastery of
several languages is disturbing, however, for those who take essentialist perspectives that see it as a
problem rather than a resource, and for the dominating, conflictual, sociolinguistic model of
multilingualism. This volume investigates African minority languages in the context of changing
patterns of multilingualism, and also assesses the status of African languages in terms of existing
influential vitality scales. An important aspect of multilingual praxis is the speakers' agency in
making choices, their repertoires of registers and the multiplicity of language ideology associated
with different ways of speaking. The volume represents a new and original contribution to the
ethnography of speaking of multilingual practices and the cultural ideas associated with them.

languages of nigeria map: The Legendary Uli Women of Nigeria Ambassador (Dr.) Robin
Renee Sanders, 2013-11-11 Dr. Robin Renee Sanders, having lived in Africa for several years, was
always struck by the ancestral, socio-historical and educational aspects of certain African cultural
practices, especially languages, artifacts, and sign and symbol systems from the Ovahimba in
Namibia and Pygmies in Congo, to the Horom, Hausa, Igbho, Yoruba, and Fulani of Nigeria. Her
experiences on the Continent made her appreciate each and every culture and its information
systems, which in the end she called communication expressions. The book follows eight
extraordinary Nigerian women in the December phase of their lives as they try to preserve the
meanings of their endangered sign, symbol, and motif system called Uli (oo-lee). Uli is an
acknowledgement of their Igbo history, culture and ancestors. Sanders agrees with others scholars
who posit that non-text, non-oral forms of communication expressions such as Nigeria's Uli, and
other sign and symbol systems throughout the world, particularly in Africa, are just as important or
viable as the written word and their meanings should be respected and preserved. Endangered
cultural practices, like Uli, are just as important to protect as endangered languages as a symbolic
relationship exists between the two.

languages of nigeria map: Language and the Construction of Multiple Identities in the
Nigerian Novel Romanus Aboh, 2018-12-28 Language and the construction of multiple identities in
the Nigerian novel examines the multifaceted relation between people and the various identities
they construct for themselves and for others through the context-specific ways they use language.
Specifically, this book pays attention to how forms of identities ethnic, cultural, national and gender
are constructed through the use of language in select novels of Adichie, Atta and Betiang. Employing
an interdisciplinary approach, this book draws analytical insights from critical discourse analysis,
literary discourse analysis and socio-ethno-linguistic analysis. This approach enables the author to
engage with the novels, to illuminate the link between the ways Nigerians use language and the
identities they construct. Being a context-driven analysis, this book critically scrutinises literary
language beyond stylistic borders by interrogating the micro and macro levels of language use, a
core analytical paradigm frequently used by discourse analysts who engage in critical discourse
analysis.

languages of nigeria map: The Yoruba from Prehistory to the Present Aribidesi Usman,
Toyin Falola, 2019-07-04 A rich and accessible account of Yoruba history, society and culture from
the pre-colonial period to the present.

languages of nigeria map: Geography as Inquiry Mark Newman, Jack Zevin, 2016-10-07
Geography as Inquiry invites teachers and learners to explore geography in exciting ways, across
key concepts, connected to history and the social sciences, reestablishing its place in the social
studies and history curriculum.

languages of nigeria map: A Phonetic Study of West African Languages Peter Ladefoged,
1968



languages of nigeria map: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig, 2012-02-09 What do
all human languages have in common and in what ways are they different? How can language be
used to trace different peoples and their past? Are certain languages similar because of common
descent or language contact? Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, this textbook introduces
readers to the rich diversity of human languages, familiarizing students with the variety and
typology of languages around the world. Linguistic terms and concepts are explained, in the text and
in the glossary, and illustrated with simple, accessible examples. Eighteen language maps and
numerous language family charts enable students to place a language geographically or
genealogically. A supporting website includes additional language maps and sound recordings that
can be used to illustrate the peculiarities of the sound systems of various languages. 'Test yourself'
questions throughout the book make it easier for students to analyze data from unfamiliar
languages.

languages of nigeria map: Language of Inequality Nessa Wolfson, Joan Manes, 2012-04-17
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SOCIOLOGY OF LANGUAGE brings to students, researchers and
practitioners in all of the social and language-related sciences carefully selected book-length
publications dealing with sociolinguistic theory, methods, findings and applications. It approaches
the study of language in society in its broadest sense, as a truly international and interdisciplinary
field in which various approaches, theoretical and empirical, supplement and complement each
other. The series invites the attention of linguists, language teachers of all interests, sociologists,
political scientists, anthropologists, historians etc. to the development of the sociology of language.

languages of nigeria map: The Languages and Linguistics of Africa Tom Gulldemann,
2018-09-10 This innovative handbook takes a fresh look at the currently underestimated linguistic
diversity of Africa, the continent with the largest number of languages in the world. It covers the
major domains of linguistics, offering both a representative picture of Africa’s linguistic landscape as
well as new and at times unconventional perspectives. The focus is not so much on exhaustiveness
as on the fruitful relationship between African and general linguistics and the contributions the two
domains can make to each other. This volume is thus intended for readers with a specific interest in
African languages and also for students and scholars within the greater discipline of linguistics.

languages of nigeria map: A Bibliography of the Negro in Africa and America , 1928

languages of nigeria map: Humanitarian Displacement and Boko Haram in Nigeria
Medinat Abdulazeez Malefakis, 2022-05-11 The book analyses the management of the internal
displacement caused by activities of Boko Haram'’s terrorist insurgence in Nigeria. With over 3.1m
persons displaced, the humanitarian crisis is at teeter ends with acute malnourishment, inadequate
wash and non-relief materials, improper hygiene facilities, and lack of access to basic relief aid for
displaced persons. The array of humanitarian organisations belies the concrete living conditions of
displaced persons and calls to question the huge resources assumed to be expended on managing
the humanitarian crisis in the northeast of Nigeria and the Lake Chad Basin in general. Based on
ethnographic research in IDP camps, the book chronicles the concrete living conditions of displaced
persons and argues that IDPs in Northeastern Nigeria have been victimised first by Boko Haram’s
terrorism, and then victimised again by inefficient, un-coordinated, and unsuitable displacement
management programs. This book also explicate the roles played by the Nigerian government and
international aid agencies in managing this displacement, vis-a-vis a comparative analysis of similar,
but better managed displacement situations in Kenya, Lebanon, and Turkey.

languages of nigeria map: Focus Strategies in African Languages Enoch Oladé Aboh,
Katharina Hartmann, Malte Zimmermann, 2008-08-27 Over the last two decades, focus has become
a prominent topic in major fields in linguistic research (syntax, semantics, phonology). Focus
Strategies in African Languages contributes to the ongoing discussion of focus by investigating
focus-related phenomena in a range of African languages, most of which have been
under-represented in the theoretical literature on focus. The articles in the volume look at focus
strategies in Niger-Congo and Afro-Asiatic languages from several theoretical and methodological
perspectives, ranging from detailed generative analysis to careful typological generalization across



languages. Their common aim is to deepen our understanding of whether and how the
information-structural category of focus is represented and marked in natural language. Topics
investigated are, among others, the relation of focus and prosody, the effects of information
structure on word order, ex situ versus in situ strategies of focus marking, the inventory of focus
marking devices, focus and related constructions, focus-sensitive particles. The present inquiry into
the focus systems of African languages has repercussions on existing theories of focus. It reveals
new focus strategies as well as fine-tuned focus distinctions that are not discussed in the theoretical
literature, which is almost exclusively based on well-documented intonation languages.

languages of nigeria map: Language Contact and Language Conflict Martin Putz, 1994
The selected articles compiled in the present volume are based on contributions prepared for the
17th International L.A.U.D. (Linguistic Agency University of Duisburg) Symposium held at the
University of Duisburg on 23-27 March 1992. The 13 papers in this book focus on problems and
issues of intercultural communication. The first part is devoted to theoretical aspects related to the
interaction of language and culture and deals with the issue from anthropological, cognitive, and
linguistic points of view. Part II raises issues of language policy and language planning such as the
manipulation of language in intercultural contact; it includes case studies pertaining to multilingual
settings, for example in Africa, Australia, Melanesia, and Europe. The volume opens with a foreword
by Dell H. Hymes.

languages of nigeria map: Languages in Africa Elizabeth C. Zsiga, One Tlale Boyer, Ruth
Kramer, 2015-03-03 People in many African communities live within a series of concentric circles
when it comes to language. In a small group, a speaker uses an often unwritten and endangered
mother tongue that is rarely used in school. A national indigenous language—written, widespread,
sometimes used in school—surrounds it. An international language like French or English, a vestige
of colonialism, carries prestige, is used in higher education, and promises mobility—and yet it will
not be well known by its users. The essays in Languages in Africa explore the layers of African
multilingualism as they affect language policy and education. Through case studies ranging across
the continent, the contributors consider multilingualism in the classroom as well as in domains
ranging from music and film to politics and figurative language. The contributors report on the
widespread devaluing and even death of indigenous languages. They also investigate how poor
teacher training leads to language-related failures in education. At the same time, they demonstrate
that education in a mother tongue can work, linguists can use their expertise to provoke changes in
language policies, and linguistic creativity thrives in these multilingual communities.

languages of nigeria map: Savanna, 1976

languages of nigeria map: A Journal of Nigerian Languages and Culture , 2004
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