
master and margarita
master and margarita is a remarkable novel that has captivated readers and
critics alike for decades. Written by Russian author Mikhail Bulgakov, this
masterpiece blends fantasy, satire, romance, and philosophical musings into a
gripping narrative set in Soviet Moscow and ancient Jerusalem. In this
comprehensive article, you'll discover the origins and context behind master
and margarita, explore its key themes and characters, analyze its lasting
impact on world literature, and understand why it continues to inspire
adaptations and interpretations. Rich in symbolism and narrative complexity,
master and margarita stands as a testament to Bulgakov's literary genius and
his subtle critique of society, authority, and human nature. Whether you're a
seasoned reader or new to this iconic work, this guide will illuminate the
novel’s depth, historical background, and ongoing relevance.
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Historical Context and Origins of master and
margarita

The novel master and margarita was written during a turbulent period in
Russian history. Mikhail Bulgakov began work on the manuscript in the late
1920s, revising it continuously until his death in 1940. The book was not
published until 1966-67, nearly three decades later, due to its controversial
content and the oppressive climate of Soviet censorship. Bulgakov’s
experiences with censorship and political repression heavily influenced the
novel’s themes, particularly the critique of Soviet society, bureaucracy, and
the dangers of authoritarianism.

The backdrop of Stalinist Moscow forms a crucial element, with Bulgakov
drawing from his own life and the fate of fellow artists under the regime.
The presence of supernatural elements, satire, and biblical references also



reflects Bulgakov’s engagement with Russian folklore, religious motifs, and
Western literary traditions. master and margarita stands as a subversive
work, challenging the boundaries of genre, narrative, and ideology.

Plot Overview and Structure

master and margarita weaves together two main storylines: one set in
contemporary Moscow during the 1930s, and another in ancient Jerusalem. The
Moscow plot revolves around the sudden arrival of the mysterious Professor
Woland (the Devil) and his retinue, whose antics disrupt the city’s
intellectual and bureaucratic elite. The second narrative thread recounts the
story of Pontius Pilate and Yeshua Ha-Notsri (Jesus), paralleling and
intersecting with the modern storyline.

At the heart of the novel are the Master, a tormented writer, and Margarita,
his devoted lover. Their quest for love and artistic freedom unfolds
alongside fantastical events, including magical transformations, surreal
gatherings, and philosophical encounters. The structure of master and
margarita is non-linear, alternating between satire, romance, and theological
exploration.

Moscow storyline: Woland’s arrival and chaos among the elite

Jerusalem storyline: Pilate’s moral struggle and the fate of Yeshua

The Master’s manuscript linking both worlds

Margarita’s pact and transformation

The resolution and restoration of the lovers

Main Characters and Their Significance

The Master

The Master is a talented but disillusioned writer persecuted for his
controversial manuscript about Pontius Pilate. He represents the plight of
artists under totalitarian regimes, struggling for creative freedom and
recognition. His psychological torment and ultimate redemption highlight the
novel’s exploration of truth, suffering, and hope.



Margarita

Margarita is the passionate and courageous lover of the Master. Her
transformation into a witch and her pact with Woland illustrate themes of
sacrifice, love, and personal agency. Margarita’s journey is central to the
novel’s romantic and supernatural dimensions, symbolizing the redemptive
power of love.

Woland and His Retinue

Woland, the enigmatic foreigner, is revealed to be Satan. His
companions—including the talking cat Behemoth, Koroviev, and Azazello—serve
as agents of chaos, exposing the hypocrisy and corruption of Moscow’s elite.
Through their antics, Bulgakov satirizes the absurdities of Soviet society
and the nature of evil.

Pontius Pilate

Pilate is depicted as a conflicted and introspective ruler, torn between duty
and conscience. His interactions with Yeshua Ha-Notsri provide a parallel to
the Moscow narrative, raising questions about justice, guilt, and redemption.

Key Themes and Symbolism in master and
margarita

Satire and Critique of Soviet Society

master and margarita is renowned for its biting satire of Soviet bureaucracy,
literary circles, and social conventions. Through humor and irony, Bulgakov
exposes the absurdities of censorship, propaganda, and the suppression of
individuality.

Good, Evil, and Moral Ambiguity

The novel challenges conventional notions of good and evil. Woland’s
interventions often result in just outcomes, while the supposedly moral
characters display cowardice and corruption. This ambiguity invites readers
to question moral absolutes and the nature of justice.

Freedom, Love, and Redemption

The quest for freedom—artistic, personal, and spiritual—is a central theme.



Margarita’s devotion and self-sacrifice underscore the transformative power
of love. The Master’s eventual liberation reflects hope for redemption amid
suffering.

Symbolic Imagery and Motifs

Bulgakov employs rich symbolism, including magical realism, biblical
allusions, and folkloric motifs. The interplay of light and darkness, flight,
and transformation enriches the novel’s philosophical layers and enhances its
mystique.

Satirical portrayals of bureaucrats and writers1.

Supernatural events challenging reality2.

References to Faustian bargains and witchcraft3.

Religious and existential questions4.

Symbolic settings: Moscow and Jerusalem5.

Literary Style and Innovations

Magical Realism and Narrative Techniques

master and margarita is celebrated for its innovative blending of fantasy and
realism. Bulgakov’s use of magical realism allows supernatural events to
unfold seamlessly within ordinary settings, creating a unique and immersive
world. The shifting perspectives and dual timelines further enhance the
complexity and depth of the story.

Satirical Tone and Humor

Bulgakov’s witty dialogue, absurd situations, and playful language contribute
to the novel’s enduring appeal. The satirical tone mocks not only Soviet
institutions but also universal human follies, making the narrative relatable
across cultures and eras.

Philosophical and Theological Layers

The novel’s engagement with philosophical and theological questions sets it
apart from conventional works. Through the parallel narratives and symbolic
encounters, Bulgakov explores themes of faith, doubt, forgiveness, and the



search for meaning.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Since its publication, master and margarita has exerted a profound influence
on Russian and global literature. Its daring critique of authority, inventive
storytelling, and rich symbolism have inspired generations of readers,
writers, and scholars. The novel’s initial circulation in censored form only
heightened its mystique and status as a subversive classic.

master and margarita is frequently studied in academic settings and remains a
touchstone for discussions on censorship, artistic freedom, and the role of
literature in society. Its iconic characters and memorable scenes have become
ingrained in popular culture, reflecting its timeless relevance.

Adaptations and Influence of master and
margarita

The legacy of master and margarita extends beyond the printed page. The novel
has inspired numerous adaptations, including films, television series, stage
productions, and graphic novels. Each interpretation brings fresh
perspectives to Bulgakov’s work, highlighting its versatility and universal
themes.

Artists, musicians, and writers across the globe have drawn inspiration from
master and margarita, incorporating its motifs and characters into their own
creations. The story’s fusion of fantasy and reality, its philosophical
depth, and its critique of power continue to resonate in contemporary art and
discourse.

Film adaptations in Russia and internationally

Theatrical productions bringing characters to life

Graphic novels and illustrated editions

Musical compositions and operas based on the novel

Influence on contemporary writers and artists



Q: Who wrote master and margarita and when was it
published?
A: master and margarita was written by Mikhail Bulgakov. Although completed
in 1940, it was first published posthumously in 1966–67 due to Soviet
censorship.

Q: What are the main storylines in master and
margarita?
A: The novel interweaves two primary storylines: one set in 1930s Moscow
involving Satan’s visit, and another set in ancient Jerusalem focusing on
Pontius Pilate and Yeshua Ha-Notsri.

Q: What is the significance of Margarita’s
character?
A: Margarita symbolizes passionate love, courage, and personal sacrifice. Her
transformation and pact with Woland are central to the novel's themes of
redemption and freedom.

Q: How does master and margarita critique Soviet
society?
A: Bulgakov uses satire, irony, and supernatural elements to expose the
corruption, hypocrisy, and absurdities of Soviet bureaucracy and intellectual
life.

Q: Who is Woland in master and margarita?
A: Woland is the mysterious foreigner revealed to be Satan. His presence
disrupts Moscow’s elite and serves as a catalyst for exposing human nature
and societal flaws.

Q: What literary style is master and margarita known
for?
A: The novel is renowned for its use of magical realism, blending fantasy
with reality, and for its satirical and philosophical narrative techniques.

Q: Why is master and margarita considered a classic?
A: Its complex structure, deep symbolism, and enduring themes of love,
freedom, and moral ambiguity have established master and margarita as a



classic of world literature.

Q: What adaptations of master and margarita exist?
A: The novel has been adapted into films, television series, stage plays,
graphic novels, and musical works, reflecting its broad cultural influence.

Q: What themes are explored in master and margarita?
A: Key themes include the nature of good and evil, satire of authority,
artistic freedom, love, and redemption.

Q: How does master and margarita use symbolism?
A: Bulgakov employs symbolic imagery, biblical references, and folkloric
motifs to enrich the narrative, highlight philosophical questions, and deepen
the novel’s impact.

Master And Margarita
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Master and Margarita: A Devilishly Delightful Dive into
Bulgakov's Masterpiece

Introduction:

Are you ready to embark on a literary journey unlike any other? Mikhail Bulgakov's Master and
Margarita isn't just a novel; it's a kaleidoscopic experience, a whirlwind of satire, romance,
philosophy, and the supernatural. This post delves deep into this enigmatic masterpiece, exploring
its complex characters, interwoven storylines, and enduring legacy. We'll unpack the key themes,
analyze the symbolism, and help you navigate this richly layered text to fully appreciate its
brilliance. Prepare to be captivated by the devilish charm of Woland and the poignant love story at
the heart of this unforgettable tale.
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The Intriguing Arrival of Woland and His Entourage
(H2)

The novel explodes onto the scene with the arrival of Woland, the devil, and his mischievous
entourage: the sarcastic cat Behemoth, the elegant Azazello, and the flamboyant Koroviev. Their
arrival disrupts the mundane reality of 1930s Moscow, exposing the hypocrisy and absurdity of
Soviet society. This initial chaos serves as a perfect introduction to the novel's central theme: the
constant struggle between good and evil, truth and illusion.

Woland's Purpose: More Than Just a Devil (H3)

Woland isn't simply a stereotypical villain; he's a catalyst for change, a force that exposes the flaws
within the system. He acts as a mirror, reflecting the society's hidden desires and suppressed truths.
His pranks and manipulations aren't merely for amusement; they serve a larger purpose – to
highlight the hypocrisy and superficiality of the era.

#### The Theatrical Nature of Evil (H4)

Bulgakov masterfully employs theatricality to portray Woland's actions. His "seances" and
manipulations are almost theatrical performances, underscoring the artificiality of the societal
facade he unravels. This use of theatricality enhances the novel's satirical edge, making the critique
of Soviet society all the more potent.

The Master and Margarita: A Love Story for the Ages
(H2)

At the heart of the novel lies the passionate, yet tragic, love story between the Master, a struggling
writer, and Margarita, his devoted lover. Their relationship transcends the earthly realm,
symbolizing the unwavering power of love in the face of adversity.

The Master's Torment and Artistic Struggle (H3)

The Master's struggles mirror Bulgakov's own battles with censorship and societal rejection. His
novel, depicting the life of Yeshua Ha-Nozri, is met with harsh criticism, leading to his
disillusionment and self-imposed exile. This highlights the dangers of artistic freedom and the price
artists often pay for expressing their truth.

#### Margarita's Unwavering Devotion (H4)



Margarita's unwavering love and dedication to the Master are truly remarkable. Her willingness to
make sacrifices, even compromising her own morality, to save him showcases the unwavering power
of love. She becomes a symbol of female strength and unwavering devotion in a patriarchal society.

Yeshua Ha-Nozri: A Reimagining of Christ (H2)

The novel incorporates a fictionalized account of Yeshua Ha-Nozri, a wandering preacher whose
teachings resonate with themes of love, forgiveness, and the triumph of good over evil. This
portrayal is not intended as a direct religious interpretation but rather as a philosophical exploration
of faith and belief.

Parallels and Differences with the Biblical Christ (H3)

While sharing similarities with the biblical Christ, Yeshua differs in his portrayal. He is more human,
vulnerable, and less overtly divine. This reimagining allows Bulgakov to explore the essence of faith
and its relevance in a world marred by hypocrisy and oppression.

#### The Pontius Pilate Motif (H4)

The intertwined narratives of Yeshua and Pontius Pilate offer a profound examination of guilt,
conscience, and the weight of historical decisions. Pilate's internal struggle reflects the complexities
of power and morality.

Symbolism and Allegory in Master and Margarita (H2)

Master and Margarita is rich in symbolism and allegory. The novel's many layers demand careful
consideration. The characters, settings, and events often carry multiple meanings. Understanding
these symbolic layers deepens the reader's comprehension of the novel's complex themes.

The Cat Behemoth: A Symbol of Chaos and Rebellion (H3)

Behemoth, the demonic cat, serves as a symbol of chaos and rebellion against the established order.
His actions reflect the subversive nature of the novel's critique of Soviet society.

#### The Role of Moscow as a Setting (H4)



Moscow itself acts as a character, representing both the beauty and the corruption of the Soviet era.
The city becomes a stage for the unfolding drama, reflecting the moral and social climate of the
time.

Conclusion:

Master and Margarita remains a timeless masterpiece due to its layered narrative, its exploration of
universal themes, and its satirical brilliance. Its enduring appeal lies in its ability to challenge
readers, provoke thought, and offer a captivating blend of fantasy and realism. By understanding the
intricate characters, the interwoven storylines, and the rich symbolism, readers can unlock the true
depth and beauty of this extraordinary novel.

FAQs:

1. Is Master and Margarita suitable for all readers? While not explicitly graphic, the novel contains
mature themes and satirical elements that might not be suitable for younger readers.

2. What is the significance of the title, Master and Margarita? The title highlights the central
relationship within the novel and suggests the duality of the human experience.

3. How does Master and Margarita reflect Soviet society? The novel acts as a satirical critique of
Soviet society, exposing its hypocrisy, repression, and superficiality.

4. What are the main themes of the novel? The main themes include good vs. evil, love and sacrifice,
the power of art, and the struggle for truth in a corrupt world.

5. Where can I find reliable translations of Master and Margarita? Several reputable translations
exist; researching different translators and reading reviews will help you choose a version that suits
your preferences.

  master and margarita: The Master & Margarita Mikhail Bulgakov, 2016-03-22 Satan, Judas,
a Soviet writer, and a talking black cat named Behemoth populate this satire, “a classic of
twentieth-century fiction” (The New York Times). In 1930s Moscow, Satan decides to pay the good
people of the Soviet Union a visit. In old Jerusalem, the fateful meeting of Pilate and Yeshua and the
murder of Judas in the garden of Gethsemane unfold. At the intersection of fantasy and realism,
satire and unflinching emotional truths, Mikhail Bulgakov’s classic The Master and Margarita
eloquently lampoons every aspect of Soviet life under Stalin’s regime, from politics to art to religion,
while interrogating the complexities between good and evil, innocence and guilt, and freedom and
oppression. Spanning from Moscow to Biblical Jerusalem, a vibrant cast of characters—a “magician”
who is actually the devil in disguise, a giant cat, a witch, a fanged assassin—sow mayhem and
madness wherever they go, mocking artists, intellectuals, and politicians alike. In and out of the fray
weaves a man known only as the Master, a writer demoralized by government censorship, and his
mysterious lover, Margarita. Burned in 1928 by the author and restarted in 1930, The Master and
Margarita was Bulgakov’s last completed creative work before his death. It remained unpublished
until 1966—and went on to become one of the most well-regarded works of Russian literature of the



twentieth century, adapted or referenced in film, television, radio, comic strips, theater productions,
music, and opera.
  master and margarita: The Master and Margarita Mikhail Bulgakov, 2004-07-26 A
mysterious stranger appears in a Moscow park. Soon he and his retinue have astonished the locals
with the magic show to end all magic shows. But why are they really here, and what has it got to do
with the beautiful Margarita, or her lover, the Master, a silenced writer? A carnival for the senses
and a diabolical extravaganza, this most exuberant of Russian novels was staged in this adaptation
at Chichester Festival Theatre.
  master and margarita: A Reader’s Companion to Mikhail Bulgakov’s The Master and
Margarita J.A.E. Curtis, 2019-12-17 Mikhail Bulgakov’s novel The Master and Margarita, set in
Stalin’s Moscow, is an intriguing work with a complex structure, wonderful comic episodes and
moments of great beauty. Readers are often left tantalized but uncertain how to understand its rich
meanings. To what extent is it political? Or religious? And how should we interpret the Satanic
Woland? This reader’s companion offers readers a biographical introduction, and analyses of the
structure and the main themes of the novel. More curious readers will also enjoy the accounts of the
novel’s writing and publication history, alongside analyses of the work’s astonishing linguistic
complexity and a review of available English translations.
  master and margarita: Manuscripts Don't Burn Julie A. E. Curtis, 1991 In his own lifetime,
Russian novelist and playwright Mikhail Bulgakov was scarcely published. A quarter of a century
after his death, his novel, The Master and the Margarita, has become a worldwide bestseller.;In this
book, J.A.E. Curtis presents a chronicle of Bulgakov's life. She is the only Westerner to have been
granted access to either his or his wife's diaries which record the nightmarish precariousness of life
during the Stalinist purges. She combines this with extracts from letters to and from Bulgakov and
with her own commentary. She also includes letters to Stalin, in which Bulgalov pleads to be allowed
to emigrate; letters to his siblings; intimate notes to his second and third wives; and letters to and
from other writers such as Gorky and Zamyatin.
  master and margarita: The Master & Margarita Mikhail Bulgakov, 1995 Introduction by
Simon Franklin; Translation by Michael Glenny From the Hardcover edition.
  master and margarita: The Master and Margarita Mikhail Bulgakov, 2018-01-05 English
translation of Mikhail Bulgakov's classic Russian novel, with an introduction by the translator, John
Dougherty, and several footnotes explaining references to uniquely Soviet cultural, social and
political concepts.
  master and margarita: Between Two Worlds Andrew Barratt, 1987 The first comprehensive
study of Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita in English, Between Two Worlds describes the
genesis and reception of this important and controversial novel inside and outside the Soviet Union.
The first comprehensive study of Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita in English, Between Two
Worlds describes the genesis and reception of this important and controversial novel inside and
outside Russia.
  master and margarita: Mikhail Bulgakov's Master & Margarita, Or, The Devil Comes to
Moscow Jean Claude Van Itallie, 1995 THE STORY: The devil, his acrobatic cat and other colorful
cronies come to Stalin's Moscow to wreak hilarious surreal havoc on the lives of writers, critics and
bureaucratniks who have lost touch with their feelings. Satan sends some to the madhous
  master and margarita: The Anna Karenina Fix Viv Groskop, 2018-10-23 “In this hilarious,
candid, and thought-provoking memoir, [Groskop] explains how she used lessons from Russian
classics to understand herself better.” —Gretchen Rubin, #1 New York Times–bestselling author As
Viv Groskop knows from personal experience, everything that has ever happened to a person has
already happened in the Russian classics: from not being sure what to do with your life (Anna
Karenina), to being hopelessly in love with someone who doesn’t love you back (Turgenev’s A Month
in the Country), or being socially anxious about your appearance (all of Chekhov’s work). In The
Anna Karenina Fix, a sort of literary self-help memoir, Groskop mines these and other works, as well
as the lives of their celebrated creators, and her own experiences as a student of Russian, to answer



the question “How should you live your life?” This is a charming and fiercely intelligent book, a love
letter to Russian literature and an exploration of the answers these writers found to life’s questions.
“[Groskop is] a delight, a reader’s reader whose professional and personal experiences have allowed
her to write the kind of book that not only is complete unto itself, but makes you want to head to the
library and revisit or discover the great works she loves.” —The Washington Post “Learn how to
hack life nineteenth-century Russian style! You’ll totally be like Anna Karenina without getting
(spoiler alert) run over by a train!” —Gary Shteyngart, New York Times-bestselling author “For
anyone intimidated by Russia’s daunting literary heritage, this humorous yet thoughtful introduction
will serve as the perfect entrée.” —Publishers Weekly
  master and margarita: Mikhail and Margarita Julie Lekstrom Himes, 2017-03-16 A love
triangle involving Mikhail Bulgakov, an agent of Stalin's secret police, and the bewitching Margarita,
and its inescapable consequences. It is 1933 and Mikhail Bulgakov's enviable career is on the brink
of being dismantled. His friend and mentor, the poet Osip Mandelstam, has been arrested, tortured,
and sent into exile. Meanwhile, a mysterious agent of the secret police has developed a growing
obsession with exposing Bulgakov as an enemy of the state. To make matters worse, Bulgakov has
fallen in love with the dangerously outspoken Margarita. Facing imminent arrest, infatuated with
Margarita, he is inspired to write his masterpiece. Ranging between lively readings in the homes of
Moscow's literary elite to the Siberian Gulag, Mikhail and Margarita recounts a passionate love
triangle while painting a portrait of a country with a towering literary tradition confronting a
dictatorship that does not tolerate dissent. Margarita is a strong, idealistic woman, who is fiercely
loved by two very different men, both of whom will fail in their attempts to shield her from the
machinations of a regime hungry for human sacrifice. Himes launches a rousing defence of art and
the artist during a time of systematic deception and she movingly portrays the ineluctable
consequences of love for one of history's most enigmatic literary figures.
  master and margarita: The Master and Margarita. Annotations per chapter Jan Vanhellemont,
2019-12-20 Mikhail Bulgakov's novel The Master and Margarita is, among other things, a satire. The
author criticises real people in the Soviet Union of the 30s and creates absurd situations by mixing
reality and fiction. That mix is hidden everywhere throughout the novel in small details which, at
first sight, seem to be trivial, but which are significant for those who know why they are mentioned.
In this book you can find annotations, ordered by chapter, explaining the names, locations,
situations, quotations and other elements which Mikhail Bulgakov used to illustrate his view of
Soviet society, with the aim of better understanding the novel. The terms are mentioned in the order
of their first appearance in the novel. On various places in this book you will find Quick Reference
(QR) codes which you can scan to gain immediate access to more detailed information on the Master
and Margarita website.
  master and margarita: The Devil's Workshop Jáchym Topol, 2013-06-06 'The devil had his
workshop here in Belarus. The deepest graves are in Belarus. But nobody knows about them' A
young boy grows up in Terezn - an infamous fortress town with a sinister past. Together with his
friends he plays happily in this former Nazi prison, scouting the tunnels for fragments of history
under the careful eye of one of its survivors, Uncle Lebo, until one day there is an accident, and he is
forced to leave. Returning to Terezn many years later, he joins Lebo's campaign to preserve the
town, but before long the authorities impose a brutal crack-down, chaos ensues, and the narrator
finds himself fleeing to Belarus, where fresh horrors drive him ever closer to the evils he had hoped
to escape. Bold, brilliant and blackly comic, The Devil's Workshop paints a deeply troubling portrait
of two countries dealing with their ghosts and asks: at what point do we consign the past to history?
  master and margarita: The Year of Reading Dangerously Andy Miller, 2014-12-09 “[A]
fanciful, endearing account of his experiences tackling classic works of fiction. . . . There is plenty of
hilarity in [this] intimate literary memoir.” —Publishers Weekly Nearing his fortieth birthday, author
and critic Andy Miller realized he’s not nearly as well read as he’d like to be. A devout book lover
who somehow fell out of the habit of reading, he began to ponder the power of books to change an
individual life—including his own—and to the define the sort of person he would like to be.



Beginning with a copy of Bulgakov’s Master and Margarita, he embarks on a literary odyssey of
mindful reading and wry introspection. From Middlemarch to Anna Karenina to A Confederacy of
Dunces, these are books Miller felt he should read; books he’d always wanted to read; books he’d
previously started but hadn’t finished; and books he’d lied about having read to impress people.
Combining memoir and literary criticism, The Year of Reading Dangerously is Miller’s heartfelt,
humorous examination of what it means to be a reader. Passionately believing that books deserve to
be read, enjoyed, and debated in the real world, Miller documents his reading experiences and how
they resonated in his daily life and ultimately his very sense of self. The result is a witty and
insightful journey of discovery and soul-searching that celebrates the abiding miracle of the power of
reading. “An affecting tale of the rediscovery of great books . . . [by] a friendly, funny Brit.” —Boston
Globe “Funny and engaging.” —Kirkus Reviews “Amiable, circumstantial, amusing, charming. . . .
[Miller’s] style owes something . . . to Joe Brainard and David Foster Wallace.” —The Times (London)
  master and margarita: Dishoom Shamil Thakrar, Kavi Thakrar, Naved Nasir, 2019-09-05 THE
SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER 'A love letter to Bombay told through food and stories, including their
legendary black daal' Yotam Ottolenghi At long last, Dishoom share the secrets to their much
sought-after Bombay comfort food: the Bacon Naan Roll, Black Daal, Okra Fries, Jackfruit Biryani,
Chicken Ruby and Lamb Raan, along with Masala Chai, coolers and cocktails. As you learn to cook
the comforting Dishoom menu at home, you will also be taken on a day-long tour of south Bombay,
peppered with much eating and drinking. You'll discover the simple joy of early chai and omelette at
Kyani and Co., of dawdling in Horniman Circle on a lazy morning, of eating your fill on Mohammed
Ali Road, of strolling on the sands at Chowpatty at sunset or taking the air at Nariman Point at night.
This beautiful cookery book and its equally beautiful photography will transport you to Dishoom's
most treasured corners of an eccentric and charming Bombay. Read it, and you will find yourself
replete with recipes and stories to share with all who come to your table. 'This book is a total
delight. The photography, the recipes and above all, the stories. I've never read a book that has
made me look so longingly at my suitcase' Nigel Slater
  master and margarita: Gothic-postmodernism Maria Beville, 2009 Preliminary Material --
Introduction -- Defining Gothic-postmodernism -- On Gothic Terror -- Generic Investigations: What is
'Gothic'? -- Postmodernism -- The Gothic and Postmodernism - At the Interface -- Gothic Literary
Transformations: The Fin de Siecle and Modernism -- Introduction to Part II -- The
Gothic-postmodernist Novel: Three Models -- Gothic Metafiction: The Satanic Verses -- Bulgakov's
The Master and Margarita -- Textual Terrors of the Self: Haunting and Hyperreality in Lunar Park --
Conclusion -- Bibliography -- Index.
  master and margarita: The Fatal Eggs Mikhail Bulgakov, 2010-04 As the turbulent years
following the Russian revolution of 1917 settle down into a new Soviet reality, the brilliant and
eccentric zoologist Persikov discovers an amazing ray that drastically increases the size and
reproductive rate of living organisms. At the same time, a mysterious plague wipes out all the
chickens in the Soviet republics. The government expropriates Persikov's untested invention in order
to rebuild the poultry industry, but a horrible mix-up quickly leads to a disaster that could threaten
the entire world. This H. G. Wells-inspired novel by the legendary Mikhail Bulgakov is the only one
of his larger works to have been published in its entirety during the author's lifetime. A poignant
work of social science fiction and a brilliant satire on the Soviet revolution, it can now be enjoyed by
English-speaking audiences through this accurate new translation. Includes annotations and
afterword.
  master and margarita: Pedro Páramo Juan Rulfo, Josephine Sacabo, Margaret Sayers Peden,
2002-11-01 Beseeched by his dying mother to locate his father, Pedro Paramo, whom they fled from
years ago, Juan Preciado sets out for Comala. Comala is a town alive with whispers and shadows--a
place seemingly populated only by memory and hallucinations. 49 photos.
  master and margarita: The Satanic Verses Salman Rushdie, 2000-12 Just before dawn one
winter's morning, a hijacked jetliner explodes above the English Channel. Through the falling debris,
two figures, Gibreel Farishta, the biggest star in India, and Saladin Chamcha, an expatriate



returning from his first visit to Bombay in fifteen years, plummet from the sky, washing up on the
snow-covered sands of an English beach, and proceed through a series of metamorphoses, dreams,
and revelations.
  master and margarita: Skylark Lounge Nigel Cox, 2000 In the middle of his life, Jack Grout
found himself abducted by aliens. There were other things. His wife left him. His son came one night
to the Skylark Lounge - the pool hall Jack bought after throwing in his job in newspaper advertising -
and punched him. And there was the mistreatment for melanoma. But what Jack really needed to
know was why the aliens, who had first taken him when he was nine years old and shown him his life
in unbearably vivid close-up, had returned.
  master and margarita: Tenth of December George Saunders, 2013-01-03 The prize-winning,
New York Times bestselling short story collection from the internationally bestselling author of
Lincoln in the Bardo 'The best book you'll read this year' New York Times 'Dazzlingly surreal stories
about a failing America' Sunday Times WINNER OF THE 2014 FOLIO PRIZE AND SHORTLISTED
FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD 2013 George Saunders's most wryly hilarious and disturbing
collection yet, Tenth of December illuminates human experience and explores figures lost in a
labyrinth of troubling preoccupations. A family member recollects a backyard pole dressed for all
occasions; Jeff faces horrifying ultimatums and the prospect of Darkenfloxx(TM) in some unusual
drug trials; and Al Roosten hides his own internal monologue behind a winning smile that he hopes
will make him popular. With dark visions of the future riffing against ghosts of the past and the
ever-settling present, this collection sings with astonishing charm and intensity.
  master and margarita: Quartet in Autumn Barbara Pym, 2015-10-08 With an introduction by
Alexander McCall Smith, author of The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series. One did not drink
sherry before the evening, just as one did not read a novel in the morning. In 1970s London, Edwin,
Norman, Letty and Marcia work in the same office and suffer the same problem – loneliness.
Lovingly and with delightful humour, Barbara Pym conducts us through their day-to-day existence:
their preoccupations, their irritations, their judgements, and – perhaps most keenly felt – their
worries about having somehow missed out on life as post-war Britain shifted around them.
Deliciously, blackly funny and full of obstinate optimism, Quartet in Autumn shows Barbara Pym's
sensitive artistry at its most sparkling. Its world is both extraordinary and familiar, revealing the
eccentricities of everyday life.
  master and margarita: Snow Mountain Passage James D. Houston, 2007-12-18 Snow
Mountain Passage is a powerful retelling of the most dramatic of our pioneer stories—the ordeal of
the Donner Party, with its cast of young and old risking all, its imprisoning snows, its rumors of
cannibalism. James Houston takes us inside this central American myth in a compelling new way
that only a novelist can achieve. The people whose dreams, courage, terror, ingenuity, and fate we
share are James Frazier Reed, one of the leaders of the Donner Party, and his wife and four
children—in particular his eight-year-old daughter, Patty. From the moment we meet Reed—proud,
headstrong, yet a devoted husband and father—traveling with his family in the Palace Car, a huge,
specially built covered wagon transporting the Reeds in grand style, the stage is set for trouble. And
as they journey across the country, thrilling to new sights and new friends, coping with outbursts of
conflict and constant danger, trouble comes. It comes in the fateful choice of a wrong route, which
causes the group to arrive at the foot of the Sierra Nevada too late to cross into the promised land
before the snows block the way. It comes in the sudden fight between Reed and a drover—a fight
that exiles Reed from the others, sending him solo over the mountains ahead of the storms. We
follow Reed during the next five months as he travels around northern California, trying desperately
to find means and men to rescue his family. And through the amazingly imagined Trail Notes of
Patty Reed, who recollects late in life her experiences as a child, we also follow the main group,
progressively stranded and starving on the Nevada side of the Sierras. Snow Mountain Passage is an
extraordinary tale of pride and redemption. What happens—who dies, who survives, and why—is
brilliantly, grippingly told.
  master and margarita: Sofia Petrovna Лидия Корнеевна Чуковская, 1994 Sofia Petrovna is



Lydia Chukovskaya's fictional account of the Great Purge. Sofia is a Soviet Everywoman, a doctor's
widow who works as a typist in a Leningrad publishing house. When her beloved son is caught up in
the maelstrom of the purge, she joins the long lines of women outside the prosecutor's office, hoping
against hope for good news. Confronted with a world that makes no moral sense, Sofia goes mad, a
madness which manifests itself in delusions little different from the lies those around her tell every
day to protect themselves. Sofia Petrovna offers a rare and vital record of Stalin's Great Purges.
  master and margarita: Barbarian Days William Finnegan, 2016-04-26 **Winner of the 2016
Pulitzer Prize for Autobiography** Included in President Obama’s 2016 Summer Reading List
“Without a doubt, the finest surf book I’ve ever read . . . ” —The New York Times Magazine
Barbarian Days is William Finnegan’s memoir of an obsession, a complex enchantment. Surfing only
looks like a sport. To initiates, it is something else: a beautiful addiction, a demanding course of
study, a morally dangerous pastime, a way of life. Raised in California and Hawaii, Finnegan started
surfing as a child. He has chased waves all over the world, wandering for years through the South
Pacific, Australia, Asia, Africa. A bookish boy, and then an excessively adventurous young man, he
went on to become a distinguished writer and war reporter. Barbarian Days takes us deep into
unfamiliar worlds, some of them right under our noses—off the coasts of New York and San
Francisco. It immerses the reader in the edgy camaraderie of close male friendships forged in
challenging waves. Finnegan shares stories of life in a whites-only gang in a tough school in
Honolulu. He shows us a world turned upside down for kids and adults alike by the social upheavals
of the 1960s. He details the intricacies of famous waves and his own apprenticeships to them.
Youthful folly—he drops LSD while riding huge Honolua Bay, on Maui—is served up with rueful
humor. As Finnegan’s travels take him ever farther afield, he discovers the picturesque simplicity of
a Samoan fishing village, dissects the sexual politics of Tongan interactions with Americans and
Japanese, and navigates the Indonesian black market while nearly succumbing to malaria.
Throughout, he surfs, carrying readers with him on rides of harrowing, unprecedented lucidity.
Barbarian Days is an old-school adventure story, an intellectual autobiography, a social history, a
literary road movie, and an extraordinary exploration of the gradual mastering of an exacting,
little-understood art.
  master and margarita: Three Ordinary Girls Tim Brady, 2021-02-23 “The book's teenage
protagonists and their bravery will enthrall young adults, who may find themselves inspired to take
up their own causes.” —Washington Post An astonishing World War II story of a trio of fearless
female resisters whose youth and innocence belied their extraordinary daring in the Nazi-occupied
Netherlands. It also made them the underground’s most invaluable commodity. May 10, 1940. The
Netherlands was swarming with Third Reich troops. In seven days it’s entirely occupied by Nazi
Germany. Joining a small resistance cell in the Dutch city of Haarlem were three teenage girls:
Hannie Schaft, and sisters Truus and Freddie Oversteegen who would soon band together to form a
singular female underground squad. Smart, fiercely political, devoted solely to the cause, and “with
nothing to lose but their own lives,” Hannie, Truus, and Freddie took terrifying direct action against
Nazi targets. That included sheltering fleeing Jews, political dissidents, and Dutch resisters. They
sabotaged bridges and railways, and donned disguises to lead children from probable internment in
concentration camps to safehouses. They covertly transported weapons and set military facilities
ablaze. And they carried out the assassinations of German soldiers and traitors–on public streets and
in private traps–with the courage of veteran guerilla fighters and the cunning of seasoned spies. In
telling this true story through the lens of a fearlessly unique trio of freedom fighters, Tim Brady
offers a fascinating perspective of the Dutch resistance during the war. Of lives under threat; of how
these courageous young women became involved in the underground; and of how their dedication
evolved into dangerous, life-threatening missions on behalf of Dutch patriots–regardless of the
consequences. Harrowing, emotional, and unforgettable, Three Ordinary Girls finally moves these
three icons of resistance into the deserved forefront of world history.
  master and margarita: The Tale of Hodja Nasreddin Leonid Solovʹev, 2010-01-04 Returning to
Bukhara after a prolonged exile, Hodja Nasreddin finds his family gone, his home destroyed, and his



city in the grasp of corrupt and greedy rulers who have brought pain and suffering upon the
common folk. But Hodja Nasreddin is not one to bow to oppression or abandon the downtrodden.
Though he is armed only with his quick wits and his donkey, all the swords, walls, and dungeons in
the land cannot stop him! Leaning on his own experiences and travels during the first half of the
20th century, Leonid Solovyov weaves the many stories and anecdotes about Hodja Nasreddin - a
legendary folk character in the Middle East and Central Asia - into a masterful tale brimming with
passionate love for life, liberty, and happiness.
  master and margarita: The Procurator of Judea Anatole France, 2022-08-15 DigiCat
Publishing presents to you this special edition of The Procurator of Judea by Anatole France. DigiCat
Publishing considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been
carefully reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as
well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it
deserves as a classic of world literature.
  master and margarita: The Orphanage Bruno Cabanes, 2021 A devastating story of the
struggle of civilians caught up in the conflict in eastern Ukraine Chosen as one of “Six Books to Read
for Context on Ukraine” by the New York Times Selected by Publishers Weekly as one of the “20
Best Books of 2021” “Powerful . . . For those who want a glimpse of what life will be like in Ukraine
for years to come, The Orphanage offers a frightening glimpse.”—Bill Marx, Arts Fuse If every war
needs its master chronicler, Ukraine has Serhiy Zhadan, one of Europe’s most promising novelists.
Recalling the brutal landscape of The Road and the wartime storytelling of A Farewell to Arms, The
Orphanage is a searing novel that excavates the human collateral damage wrought by the ongoing
conflict in eastern Ukraine. When hostile soldiers invade a neighboring city, Pasha, a
thirty-five-year-old Ukrainian language teacher, sets out for the orphanage where his nephew Sasha
lives, now in occupied territory. Venturing into combat zones, traversing shifting borders, and
forging uneasy alliances along the way, Pasha realizes where his true loyalties lie in an increasingly
desperate fight to rescue Sasha and bring him home. Written with a raw intensity, this is a deeply
personal account of violence that will be remembered as the definitive novel of the war in Ukraine.
  master and margarita: Jamie Oliver's Christmas Cookbook Jamie Oliver, 2017-10-10 Originally
published: Canada: HarperCollins Publishers Ltd., 2016.
  master and margarita: Novels, Tales, Journeys Alexander Pushkin, 2016-11-22 From the
award-winning translators: the complete prose narratives of the most acclaimed Russian writer of
the Romantic era and one of the world's greatest storytellers. The father of Russian literature,
Pushkin is beloved not only for his poetry but also for his brilliant stories, which range from dramatic
tales of love, obsession, and betrayal to dark fables and sparkling comic masterpieces, from satirical
epistolary tales and romantic adventures in the manner of Sir Walter Scott to imaginative historical
fiction and the haunting dreamworld of The Queen of Spades. The five short stories of The Late
Tales of Ivan Petrovich Belkin are lightly humorous and yet reveal astonishing human depths, and
his short novel, The Captain's Daughter, has been called the most perfect book in Russian literature.
  master and margarita: The Fatal Eggs and Other Soviet Satire Mirra Ginsburg, 2007-12-01
The classic collection of wildly inventive and bitingly satirical tales of post-revolutionary Russia:
“amusing and excellent reading” (Isaac Bashevis Singer). This famous collection of Soviet satire
from 1918 to 1963 devastatingly lampoons the social, economic, and cultural changes wrought by
the Russian Revolution. Among the seventeen boldly outspoken writers represented here are Mikhail
Bulgakov, Ilya Ilf, Yevgeny Petrov, Mikhail Zoshchenko, Yevgeny Zamyatin, Valentin Katayev, and
Yury Kazakov. Whether the stories and novellas collected here take the form of allegory, fantasy, or
science fiction, the results are ingenious, critical, and hilariously timeless. “The stories in this
collection tell the reader more about Soviet life than a dozen sociological or political tracts.” —Isaac
Bashevis Singer “An altogether admirable collection . . . by the highly talented translator Mirra
Ginsburg . . . Many of these stories and sketches are delicious, even—a miracle!—funny, and full of
subtlety and intelligence.” —The New Leader “Hilarious entertainment. Beyond this it illuminates
with the cruel light of satire the reality behind the pretentious façade of the Soviet state.” —Sunday



Sun
  master and margarita: The Wallcreeper Nell Zink, 2015-07-23 ‘Heady and rambunctious ...
Wake up, this book says: in its plot lines, in its humour, in its philosophical underpinnings and
political agenda. I'll pay it the highest compliment it knows – this book is a wild thing.’ New York
Times Book Review
  master and margarita: North Korea: Like Nowhere Else Lindsey Miller, 2021-05-06 The
first photographic exploration of North Korea, from a Westerner who lived in Pyongyang and
explored the country beyond for nearly two years. What happens when you travel to a place where
even basic truths are ambiguous? Where sometimes you can't trust your own eyes or feelings?
Where the divide between real and imagined is never clear? For two years, Lindsey Miller lived in
North Korea, long regarded as one of the most closed societies on earth. As one of Pyongyang's
small community of resident foreigners, Lindsey was granted remarkable freedoms to experience the
country without government minders. She had a front row seat as North Korea shot into the
headlines during an unprecedented period of military tension with the US and the subsequent
historic Singapore Summit. However, it was the connection with individuals and their families, and
the day-to-day reality of control and repression, that delivered the real revelations of North Korean
life, and which left Lindsey utterly changed from the woman who had nervously disembarked from
her plane onto an empty runway just two years before. This is her extraordinary photographic
account, a testament to the hidden humanity of North Korea. 'There was much of the North Koreans
and their way of life that I liked and admired, and Lindsey Miller's book brought back those positive
feelings. And if we don't acknowledge those we will never begin to understand the country.' Michael
Palin Please note this is a fixed-format ebook with colour images and may not be well-suited for
older e-readers.
  master and margarita: Rodney Scott's World of BBQ Rodney Scott, Lolis Eric Elie,
2021-03-16 IACP COOKBOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD WINNER • In the first cookbook by a Black
pitmaster, James Beard Award–winning chef Rodney Scott celebrates an incredible culinary legacy
through his life story, family traditions, and unmatched dedication to his craft. “BBQ is such an
important part of African American history, and no one is better at BBQ than Rodney.”—Marcus
Samuelsson, chef and restaurateur ONE OF THE BEST COOKBOOKS OF THE YEAR: The New York
Times, The Washington Post, Time Out, Food52, Taste of Home, Garden & Gun, Epicurious, Vice,
Salon, Southern Living, Wired, Library Journal Rodney Scott was born with barbecue in his blood.
He cooked his first whole hog, a specialty of South Carolina barbecue, when he was just eleven years
old. At the time, he was cooking at Scott's Bar-B-Q, his family's barbecue spot in Hemingway, South
Carolina. Now, four decades later, he owns one of the country's most awarded and talked-about
barbecue joints, Rodney Scott's Whole Hog BBQ in Charleston. In this cookbook, co-written by
award-winning writer Lolis Eric Elie, Rodney spills what makes his pit-smoked turkey, barbecued
spare ribs, smoked chicken wings, hush puppies, Ella's Banana Puddin', and award-winning whole
hog so special. Moreover, his recipes make it possible to achieve these special flavors yourself,
whether you're a barbecue pro or a novice. From the ins and outs of building your own pit to
poignant essays on South Carolinian foodways and traditions, this stunningly photographed
cookbook is the ultimate barbecue reference. It is also a powerful work of storytelling. In this
modern American success story, Rodney details how he made his way from the small town where he
worked for his father in the tobacco fields and in the smokehouse, to the sacrifices he made to grow
his family's business, and the tough decisions he made to venture out on his own in Charleston.
Rodney Scott's World of BBQ is an uplifting story that speaks to how hope, hard work, and a whole
lot of optimism built a rich celebration of his heritage—and of unforgettable barbecue.
  master and margarita: World War Z Max Brooks, 2013 An account of the decade-long conflict
between humankind and hordes of the predatory undead is told from the perspective of dozens of
survivors who describe in their own words the epic human battle for survival, in a novel that is the
basis for the June 2013 film starring Brad Pitt. Reissue. Movie Tie-In.
  master and margarita: Completely Mad Maria Reidelbach, 1997-10-01 An illustrated history of



the most influential and unique humor magazine in post-war America.
  master and margarita: Gallows Rock Yrsa Sigurdardottir, 2021-07-08 'Iceland's outstanding
crime novelist' Daily Express On a jagged, bleak lava field just outside Reykjavik stands the Gallows
Rock. Once a place of execution, it is now a tourist attraction. Until this morning, when a man was
found hanging from it... The nail embedded in his chest proves it wasn't suicide. But when the police
go to his flat, a further puzzle awaits: a four-year-old boy has been left there. He doesn't seem to
have any link with the victim, his parents cannot be found, and his drawings show he witnessed
something terrible. As detective Huldar hunts the killer, and child psychologist Freyja looks for the
boy's parents, the mystery unfolds: a story of violence, entitlement, and revenge. Praise for Yrsa
Sigurdardottir 'Iceland's outstanding crime novelist' Daily Express 'A magnificent writer' Karin
Slaughter 'The undisputed queen of Icelandic Noir' Simon Kernick 'Believe all the hype - this is
crime at its best' Heat NetGalley Reader Reviews 'Just as compelling as the previous books in the
series. All of Yrsa Sigur?ardóttir's books are extremely well written and a joy to read. There is plenty
of suspense and twists in this story (. . .) I read this book in one sitting, I was unable to put it down.
Highly recommended' 'There is such a skill to the author's writing, the way in which she creates
tension and atmosphere and uses setting to bring and edge to the story, that it is difficult to put
down. And she brings such a range of emotions out in me as a reader that I feel slightly battered
myself when I finish reading . . . Truly powerful storytelling and characters I have come to love' 'I
was hooked from the very first page and enthralled and completely drawn in throughout the book. (.
. .) This is a story which builds and weaves perfectly. It's so twisty'
  master and margarita: Brave Thinking Mary Morrissey, 2015-01-20 BRAVE THINKING is the
culmination of more than 40 years of study, and 30 years of teaching this technology of
transformation. People struggle with relationships. They struggle with money. They struggle with
health. I’ve been coaching first as a minister, then for the last decade as a trainer outside the church
world. But teaching, studying, and working in this laboratory called life. I’ve been both a student,
and I’ve been a trainer in this laboratory, helping people unlock what it is they would love to have,
be, do, give in their life. And helping them understand their capacity to do this. To use brave
thinking and tap into the field of infinite possibility, potentiality, and work with a particular dream
vision for their lives, so they can begin to see the pattern. Because once you see the pattern of how
thoughts become things and how you can take what looks like very little and translate it into
something much more – it’s as different as moving from simple addition to squaring in math. When
you are working with simple addition, the only way to get to 25 is you must amass 25 ones. When
you learn to multiply you find that you only need two 5’s to get to that same result. It takes way less
effort and you have way more results. And when you move up the ladder of awareness a little bit
further, you see you only need one 5. Brave Thinking will help people recognize that they have
everything they need to live a life they love living, and a life that really has meaning and purpose and
substance and significance. And I know how to do that. I know how to help them. BRAVE THINKING
provides the code to a very different kind of thinking. Either one opens the doors to a potential that
is something we are in love with, or something we fear. The purpose of this book is to provide very
concrete direct clear simple understandings. Such as the world was flat or other kinds of
commonplace thinking and help them recognize how much of that has governed their lives or the
lives of people they know. It will show examples of people who dared to think beyond the boundaries
of ordinary thinking and who dared to learn a new system of thinking. Rather than being condition
based in a way of living life, they began to live a life that is vision-driven. And they came from a
vision rather than living from circumstance. Most people think that when the circumstances change,
¡§then I can make a new decision, “then I can have something” “then I can be something,” “then I
can do something.” What if it’s just the opposite? When you watch your television, and there are
other common examples we’ll use, when you turn on a TV, the picture you are seeing comes from the
frequency that your tuner is tuned to. And when you go to a movie theater, the dancing images on
the screen are simply reflections of the light passing through the film that’s held before the
projector.



  master and margarita: The Life and Loves of a She Devil Fay Weldon, 2009-10-15 'ONE OF
OUR VERY BEST WRITERS' Sunday Times 'A tour de force' The Times 'Intoxicating' Daily Telegraph
'Devilishly delightful' New York Times Book Review 'Beautifully and compellingly written' Sunday
Express 'Audacious' Times Literary Supplement The bestselling classic tale of a woman scorned,
from a much-loved British author Ruth Patchett never thought of herself as particularly devilish.
Rather the opposite in fact - simply a tall, not terribly attractive woman living a quiet life as a wife
and mother in a respectable suburb. But when she discovers that her husband is having a passionate
affair with the lovely romantic novelist Mary Fisher, she is so seized by envy that she becomes truly
diabolic. Within weeks she has burnt down the family home, collected the insurance, made love to
the local drunk and embarked on a course of destruction and revenge. A blackly comic satire of the
war of the sexes, The Life and Loves of a She Devil is the fantasy of the wronged woman made real.
PRAISE FOR FAY WELDON 'She's a Queen of Words' Caitlin Moran 'A national treasure' Literary
Review 'The literary equivalent of a stiff drink, a dip in the Atlantic in January, a pep talk by a mildly
sadistic coach' New York Times 'Times have changed and Weldon is one of the people who have
changed them' The Times 'One of the great lionesses of modern English literature' Harper's Bazaar
'Fay Weldon's voice is as unmistakeable as her acerbic wit' Financial Times
  master and margarita: No Touching Ketty Rouf, 2021-08-12 A MOVING STORY OF
LIBERATION THAT SHATTERS TIRED PREJUDICES ABOUT WOMANHOOD, SEX AND SOCIETY
Josephine teaches in a high school in a suburb of Paris. Her life is a balancing act between Xanax
and Tupperware lunches in the staff room until she walks into a Champs-Elysée's strip club. There
she learns a secret nocturnal code of conduct; she discovers camaraderie and the joys of female
company, and she thrills at the sensation of men's desire directed toward her. Josephine, a teacher
by day, begins to lead a secret existence by night that ultimately allows her to regain control of her
life. This delicate balance is shattered one evening by an unexpected visitor to the club where she
dances. A heartrending reflection on a woman's image of herself, and the way others see her, Ketty
Rouf's extraordinary debut novel No Touching won the prestigious French literary prize Prix du
Premier Roman 2020 (First Novel award)
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