
i have a dream commonlit answer key

i have a dream commonlit answer key is one of the most sought-after resources for students, teachers, and
education professionals exploring Martin Luther King Jr.’s iconic speech through the CommonLit platform. This
comprehensive article provides detailed information about the structure and purpose of the CommonLit
assessment, tips for interpreting MLK’s powerful message, and guidance for answering CommonLit’s text-
dependent questions. Readers will discover a breakdown of CommonLit’s question types, strategies for tackling
multiple-choice and short-response items, and insights into critical themes like equality, justice, and civil
rights. By understanding the “I Have a Dream” passage and CommonLit’s approach, learners can improve their
reading comprehension, critical thinking, and analytical skills. This article also addresses the importance of
academic integrity and responsible use of answer keys, ensuring readers gain meaningful understanding of the
text. All key features and frequently asked questions about the “I Have a Dream” CommonLit answer key are
covered below to empower users with actionable knowledge and confidence.
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Understanding CommonLit and the “I Have a Dream” Passage

CommonLit is a widely used digital literacy platform that offers free reading materials and assessments for
students in grades 3–12. One of the most popular texts featured on CommonLit is Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I
Have a Dream” speech, delivered during the 1963 March on Washington. This speech is a cornerstone of American
history, emphasizing the struggle for civil rights and the enduring pursuit of equality.

CommonLit’s version of “I Have a Dream” provides students with a carefully curated excerpt of the speech,
accompanied by thought-provoking questions designed to enhance reading comprehension and critical thinking
skills. The platform enables learners to analyze historical context, rhetorical devices, and the core message
of Dr. King’s address in a structured, supportive environment.

Teachers frequently use the “I Have a Dream” CommonLit assessment to encourage discussion about justice,
freedom, and social change. By engaging with this passage, students develop a deeper understanding of both
literary and historical concepts.

Purpose and Structure of the CommonLit Answer Key

The CommonLit answer key for “I Have a Dream” serves as a guide to help educators evaluate student
responses and ensure accurate grading. It contains correct answers to multiple-choice questions, sample
responses for short-answer items, and explanations for each answer choice. The answer key is designed to align



with educational standards and promote rigorous analysis of the text.

Using the “I Have a Dream” CommonLit answer key responsibly enables teachers to provide constructive
feedback, clarify misconceptions, and foster meaningful learning experiences. It is not intended for students to
use as a shortcut but rather as a support tool for educators.

Multiple-choice answers with rationales

Short-response exemplars highlighting textual evidence

Explanations for correct and incorrect answer choices

Alignment with Common Core State Standards

Guidance for grading written responses

Types of Questions in the CommonLit Assessment

The “I Have a Dream” CommonLit assignment features a variety of question types to assess students’
comprehension and analysis skills. Understanding these types can help both teachers and students approach the
assessment effectively.

Multiple-Choice Questions

These questions typically focus on identifying main ideas, understanding vocabulary in context, recognizing
literary devices, and interpreting the author’s purpose. Each item includes several answer choices, with one
correct response.

Short-Response Questions

Short-response items require students to construct written answers based on evidence from the text. These
may ask for explanations of Dr. King’s message, analysis of rhetorical strategies, or connections to historical
events.

Text-Dependent Questions

Text-dependent questions push students to reference specific lines or paragraphs from the “I Have a Dream”
passage. These questions promote close reading and encourage students to justify their answers using direct
quotations.

Strategies for Answering CommonLit Questions Effectively

Success on the “I Have a Dream” CommonLit assessment depends on careful reading and thoughtful analysis.
Employing proven strategies can improve accuracy and deepen understanding of the passage.



Read the Passage Thoroughly

Begin by reading the entire excerpt of the “I Have a Dream” speech on CommonLit. Pay attention to key phrases,
repeated ideas, and the overall tone of Dr. King’s message.

Annotate Important Details

Highlight or underline important words, phrases, and literary devices. Annotating helps to track central
themes, rhetorical devices, and evidence for later use in responses.

Reference Textual Evidence

Use quotations from the speech to support answers, especially for short-response and text-dependent
questions. Providing evidence shows a deeper understanding of the passage.

Identify the question’s requirements1.

Locate relevant information in the text2.

Quote or paraphrase effectively3.

Connect evidence to your explanation4.

Review All Answer Choices

For multiple-choice questions, read each option carefully before selecting your answer. Consider why each
choice may be correct or incorrect based on the text.

Key Themes and Analysis of the “I Have a Dream” Speech

The “I Have a Dream” speech is renowned for its powerful themes and literary artistry. CommonLit’s questions
are designed to draw attention to these central ideas, encouraging students to examine the text closely.

Equality and Justice

Dr. King’s speech emphasizes the principle of equality for all Americans, regardless of race. He calls for justice
and fair treatment, envisioning a future where children “will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the
content of their character.”

Freedom and Civil Rights

Freedom is a recurring motif throughout the speech. Dr. King advocates for the civil rights of African Americans



and all marginalized groups, demanding an end to segregation and discrimination.

Hope and Unity

The speech is a message of hope, urging listeners to remain steadfast and optimistic in the face of adversity. Dr.
King’s vision of unity inspires collective action and solidarity among diverse communities.

Academic Integrity and Responsible Use of Answer Keys

While the “I Have a Dream” CommonLit answer key can be a valuable resource for educators, it is essential to
use it with integrity. The answer key should be reserved for instructional support, grading, and feedback—not
for shortcuts or academic dishonesty.

Both teachers and students must understand the importance of authentic learning. Reviewing and discussing
answers collaboratively can enhance comprehension and critical thinking, but copying answers undermines the
educational process.

Frequently Asked Questions about the “I Have a Dream” CommonLit
Answer Key

Below are the most common questions regarding the “I Have a Dream” CommonLit answer key, its content, and
its responsible use.

Q: What is included in the “I Have a Dream” CommonLit answer key?
A: The answer key typically contains correct answers to multiple-choice questions, sample responses for
short-answer items, and brief explanations or rationales for each answer choice.

Q: Can students access the CommonLit answer key for “I Have a Dream”?
A: The answer key is generally provided only to educators and is not intended for student access. Students are
encouraged to read the passage and answer questions independently to promote learning.

Q: How can teachers use the answer key effectively?
A: Teachers can use the answer key to grade assignments, provide feedback, and facilitate discussions about the
text’s meaning and themes.

Q: What are some common themes found in the “I Have a Dream” speech?
A: Common themes include equality, justice, freedom, hope, unity, and the pursuit of civil rights.

Q: How should students approach text-dependent questions on CommonLit?
A: Students should carefully locate relevant evidence in the passage, quote or paraphrase effectively, and



connect their findings to the question prompt.

Q: Are answer keys for CommonLit assessments available online?
A: Some answer keys may appear on unofficial websites, but it is best to use official sources and follow
school policies regarding academic integrity.

Q: What makes the “I Have a Dream” speech important for study?
A: The speech is a landmark document in American history, highlighting the struggle for civil rights and the
enduring importance of justice and equality.

Q: Why should answer keys be used responsibly?
A: Responsible use ensures that students learn and understand the material rather than simply copying
answers, supporting authentic education.

Q: How can educators foster discussion using the CommonLit passage?
A: Educators can encourage students to share their interpretations, analyze rhetorical devices, and connect
the speech’s message to current events.

Q: What skills are developed by completing the “I Have a Dream” CommonLit
assessment?
A: Students enhance reading comprehension, critical thinking, textual analysis, and their understanding of
historical context by engaging with this passage.
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CommonLit's accompanying questions without simply providing a ready-made answer key. We'll
dissect key passages, explore underlying themes, and equip you with the critical thinking skills
needed to confidently answer any CommonLit assessment questions on this powerful speech. We'll
focus on understanding the why behind the answers, not just the what.

Understanding the Context: Setting the Stage for King's Vision

Before diving into the CommonLit questions, it's crucial to understand the historical and social
context of "I Have a Dream." Delivered during the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom in
1963, the speech marked a pivotal moment in the Civil Rights Movement. King's powerful rhetoric
aimed to galvanize support for civil and economic rights for African Americans, emphasizing the
urgency and moral imperative of racial equality. This understanding is key to unlocking the nuances
of the speech and answering CommonLit's questions effectively.

Key Themes Explored in "I Have a Dream": A Deep Dive

1. The Dream of Equality: A Nation Free from Racial Injustice

King's central theme revolves around his vision of a nation where racial injustice is eradicated. He
masterfully uses the metaphor of a "dream" to convey his hope for a future where his children would
be judged not by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. This section of the
speech often prompts CommonLit questions concerning the meaning of the "dream" and its
significance within the broader context of the Civil Rights Movement.

2. Hope and Perseverance in the Face of Adversity: A
Testament to Human Resilience

Despite the pervasive racial prejudice of the time, King's speech is infused with hope and a profound
belief in the eventual triumph of justice. This unwavering optimism, even in the face of immense
adversity, is a key element to understanding King's message and responding to CommonLit's
questions on the speech's tone and underlying message.

3. The Power of Nonviolent Resistance: A Moral Imperative for
Change

King's commitment to nonviolent resistance is central to the speech. He appeals to the conscience of
the nation, arguing that violence is not the answer and that true change can only be achieved
through peaceful means. This aspect often leads to CommonLit questions probing King’s philosophy
and its effectiveness in achieving social change.



4. The Urgent Call for Action: A Plea for Immediate Change

King's speech is not merely a statement of ideals; it's a passionate call to action. He urges his
audience and the nation to work towards immediate changes in legislation and social attitudes. This
sense of urgency frequently forms the basis of CommonLit questions exploring the speech's purpose
and its impact on the Civil Rights Movement.

Analyzing CommonLit Questions: A Strategic Approach

Instead of directly providing answers, let's discuss how to approach CommonLit's questions
effectively. The questions often require you to:

1. Identify Key Literary Devices:
CommonLit will likely test your understanding of metaphors, similes, and allusions used throughout
the speech. Analyze how these devices contribute to the overall message and impact.

2. Interpret Figurative Language:
King uses powerful and evocative language. Understanding the meaning behind metaphors like
"promissory note" and analyzing the significance of the "dream" itself are crucial to answering the
questions accurately.

3. Analyze Tone and Diction:
Identify the tone of different sections of the speech. Is it hopeful, urgent, mournful, or defiant? How
does King's diction contribute to this tone?

4. Explain the Significance of Historical Context:
Understanding the historical backdrop of the speech is paramount. CommonLit questions frequently
test your grasp of the political and social climate of 1963 and its influence on King's message.

5. Evaluate the Effectiveness of King's Rhetoric:
Consider how King utilizes various rhetorical devices – repetition, parallelism, allusion – to persuade
his audience. This is a key aspect of many CommonLit assessment questions.

Conclusion

Mastering "I Have a Dream" requires more than simply memorizing answers; it demands a deep
engagement with the text's historical context, literary devices, and underlying themes. By focusing
on understanding the why behind King's words and applying critical thinking skills, you can
confidently navigate any CommonLit assessment questions and develop a profound appreciation for
this powerful and enduring masterpiece. This guide offers a framework for achieving that
understanding. Remember to always refer back to the original text for the most accurate
interpretations.



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Where can I find the full text of "I Have a Dream"? You can easily find the full text online through
various reputable sources like the Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and Education Institute website
or reputable news archives.

2. What is the significance of the "promissory note" metaphor? The "promissory note" metaphor
signifies the broken promise of equality enshrined in the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution, highlighting the historical injustice faced by African Americans.

3. How does King's use of repetition enhance his message? Repetition reinforces key themes and
emphasizes the urgency of his message, making it more memorable and impactful on the audience.

4. What is the role of religious imagery in the speech? King frequently employs religious imagery to
connect with his audience and appeal to a shared sense of morality and justice, drawing on the
spiritual strength of the African American community.

5. How does the speech contribute to the broader understanding of the Civil Rights Movement? "I
Have a Dream" serves as a powerful testament to the ideals and struggles of the Civil Rights
Movement, showcasing its goals and strategies and inspiring future generations to fight for equality
and justice.

  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Was It A Dream Guy de Maupassant, 1963
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Drum Dream Girl Margarita Engle, 2015 In this
acclaimed picture book bursting with vibrance and rhythm, a girl dreams of playing the drums in
1930s Cuba, when the music-filled island had a taboo against female drummers.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: The Gettysburg Address Abraham Lincoln,
2022-11-29 The complete text of one of the most important speeches in American history, delivered
by President Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War. On November 19, 1863, Abraham Lincoln
arrived at the battlefield near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, to remember not only the grim bloodshed
that had just occurred there, but also to remember the American ideals that were being put to the
ultimate test by the Civil War. A rousing appeal to the nation’s better angels, The Gettysburg
Address remains an inspiring vision of the United States as a country “conceived in Liberty, and
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.”
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Everyday Use Alice Walker, 1994 Presents the text of
Alice Walker's story Everyday Use; contains background essays that provide insight into the story;
and features a selection of critical response. Includes a chronology and an interview with the author.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Every Man A King Huey P. Long, 2008-08-01 Huey
Long (1893-1935) was one of the most extraordinary American politicians, simultaneously cursed as
a dictator and applauded as a benefactor of the masses. A product of the poor north Louisiana hills,
he was elected governor of Louisiana in 1928, and proceeded to subjugate the powerful state
political hierarchy after narrowly defeating an impeachment attempt. The only Southern popular
leader who truly delivered on his promises, he increased the miles of paved roads and number of
bridges in Louisiana tenfold and established free night schools and state hospitals, meeting the huge
costs by taxing corporations and issuing bonds. Soon Long had become the absolute ruler of the
state, in the process lifting Louisiana from near feudalism into the modern world almost overnight,
and inspiring poor whites of the South to a vision of a better life. As Louisiana Senator and one of
Roosevelt's most vociferous critics, The Kingfish, as he called himself, gained a nationwide following,
forcing Roosevelt to turn his New Deal significantly to the left. But before he could progress farther,
he was assassinated in Baton Rouge in 1935. Long's ultimate ambition, of course, was the



presidency, and it was doubtless with this goal in mind that he wrote this spirited and fascinating
account of his life, an autobiography every bit as daring and controversial as was The Kingfish
himself.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Brown Girl Dreaming Jacqueline Woodson,
2014-08-28 A New York Times Bestseller and National Book Award Winner Jacqueline Woodson, the
acclaimed author of Red at the Bone, tells the moving story of her childhood in mesmerizing verse.
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid
poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living
with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching
and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a
child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the
joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a
child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted
writer she was to become. A National Book Award Winner A Newbery Honor Book A Coretta Scott
King Award Winner Praise for Jacqueline Woodson: Ms. Woodson writes with a sure understanding
of the thoughts of young people, offering a poetic, eloquent narrative that is not simply a story . . .
but a mature exploration of grown-up issues and self-discovery.”—The New York Times Book Review
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Dancing Toward Dreams Sara Matson, 2018 Chef
Colin Murray, bakes biscuits for dogs and kid-friendly recipe.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: God Is in the Manger Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2012-09-03
Supplemented by an informative introduction, short excerpts from Bonhoeffer's letters, and
passages from his Christmas sermons, these daily devotions are timeless and moving reminders of
the true gift of Christmas.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Baseball in April and Other Stories Gary Soto, 1990
The Mexican American author Gary Soto draws on his own experience of growing up in California's
Central Valley in this finely crafted collection of eleven short stories that reveal big themes in the
small events of daily life. Crooked teeth, ponytailed girls, embarrassing grandfathers, imposter
Barbies, annoying brothers, Little League tryouts, and karate lessons weave the colorful fabric of
Soto's world. The smart, tough, vulnerable kids in these stories are Latino, but their dreams and
desires belong to all of us. Glossary of Spanish terms included. Awards: ALA Best Book for Young
Adults, Booklist Editors' Choice, Horn Book Fanfare Selection, Judy Lopez Memorial Honor Book,
Parenting Magazine's Reading Magic Award, John and Patricia Beatty Award
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 2018-11 Of Mice
and Men es una novela escrita por el autor John Steinbeck. Publicado en 1937, cuenta la historia de
George Milton y Lennie Small, dos trabajadores desplazados del rancho migratorio, que se mudan de
un lugar a otro en California en busca de nuevas oportunidades de trabajo durante la Gran
Depresión en los Estados Unidos.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: The House on Mango Street Sandra Cisneros,
2013-04-30 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A coming-of-age classic about a young girl growing up in
Chicago • Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught in schools and universities
alike, and translated around the world—from the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for
Achievement in International Literature. “Cisneros draws on her rich [Latino] heritage...and seduces
with precise, spare prose, creat[ing] unforgettable characters we want to lift off the page. She is not
only a gifted writer, but an absolutely essential one.” —The New York Times Book Review The House
on Mango Street is one of the most cherished novels of the last fifty years. Readers from all walks of
life have fallen for the voice of Esperanza Cordero, growing up in Chicago and inventing for herself
who and what she will become. “In English my name means hope,” she says. “In Spanish it means
too many letters. It means sadness, it means waiting. Told in a series of vignettes—sometimes
heartbreaking, sometimes joyous—Cisneros’s masterpiece is a classic story of childhood and
self-discovery and one of the greatest neighborhood novels of all time. Like Sinclair Lewis’s Main
Street or Toni Morrison’s Sula, it makes a world through people and their voices, and it does so in



language that is poetic and direct. This gorgeous coming-of-age novel is a celebration of the power
of telling one’s story and of being proud of where you're from.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: The Setting Sun and the Rolling World Charles
Mungoshi, 1989 Moving and provocative short stories that explore the strained relations between
parent and child, husband an wife, brothers, and friends, as traditional values of rural Africa clash
with ambitions of urban life.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: The Giver Lois Lowry, 2014 The Giver, the 1994
Newbery Medal winner, has become one of the most influential novels of our time. The haunting
story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of
conformity and contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory
does he begin to understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile community. This movie
tie-in edition features cover art from the movie and exclusive Q&A with members of the cast,
including Taylor Swift, Brenton Thwaites and Cameron Monaghan.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Puerto Rican Obituary Pedro Pietri, 1973-01-01
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: The World Before Him Horatio Alger, 2002-12-01
Disinherited by his scheming stepfather, young Frank Courtney travels to New York City to seek his
fortune. Aka: Making His Way, Frank Courtney's Struggle Upward.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: The Hill We Climb Amanda Gorman, 2021-03-30 The
instant #1 New York Times bestseller and #1 USA Today bestseller Amanda Gorman’s electrifying
and historic poem “The Hill We Climb,” read at President Joe Biden’s inauguration, is now available
as a collectible gift edition. “Stunning.” —CNN “Dynamic.” —NPR “Deeply rousing and uplifting.”
—Vogue On January 20, 2021, Amanda Gorman became the sixth and youngest poet to deliver a
poetry reading at a presidential inauguration. Taking the stage after the 46th president of the
United States, Joe Biden, Gorman captivated the nation and brought hope to viewers around the
globe with her call for unity and healing. Her poem “The Hill We Climb: An Inaugural Poem for the
Country” can now be cherished in this special gift edition, perfect for any reader looking for some
inspiration. Including an enduring foreword by Oprah Winfrey, this remarkable keepsake celebrates
the promise of America and affirms the power of poetry.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Dr. Heidegger's Experiment Illustrated Nathaniel
Hawthorne, 2021-04-03 Dr. Heidegger's Experiment a short story by American author Nathaniel
Hawthorne, about a doctor who claims to have been sent water from the Fountain of Youth.
Originally published anonymously in 1837, it was later published in Hawthorne's collection
Twice-Told Tales, also in 1837.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: A Mighty Long Way Carlotta Walls LaNier, Lisa
Frazier Page, 2010-07-27 “A searing and emotionally gripping account of a young black girl growing
up to become a strong black woman during the most difficult time of racial segregation.”—Professor
Charles Ogletree, Harvard Law School “Provides important context for an important moment in
America’s history.”—Associated Press When fourteen-year-old Carlotta Walls walked up the stairs of
Little Rock Central High School on September 25, 1957, she and eight other black students only
wanted to make it to class. But the journey of the “Little Rock Nine,” as they came to be known,
would lead the nation on an even longer and much more turbulent path, one that would challenge
prevailing attitudes, break down barriers, and forever change the landscape of America. For Carlotta
and the eight other children, simply getting through the door of this admired academic institution
involved angry mobs, racist elected officials, and intervention by President Dwight D. Eisenhower,
who was forced to send in the 101st Airborne to escort the Nine into the building. But entry was
simply the first of many trials. Breaking her silence at last and sharing her story for the first time,
Carlotta Walls has written an engrossing memoir that is a testament not only to the power of a
single person to make a difference but also to the sacrifices made by families and communities that
found themselves a part of history.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: The Arabian Nights , 2018-12-30 A retelling of the
enthralling stories by a renowned folklorist, including Aladdin and Ali Baba, with evocative



illustrations
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: The Story Of An Hour Kate Chopin, 2014-04-22
Mrs. Louise Mallard, afflicted with a heart condition, reflects on the death of her husband from the
safety of her locked room. Originally published in Vogue magazine, “The Story of an Hour” was
retitled as “The Dream of an Hour,” when it was published amid much controversy under its new
title a year later in St. Louis Life. “The Story of an Hour” was adapted to film in The Joy That Kills by
director Tina Rathbone, which was part of a PBS anthology called American Playhouse.
HarperPerennial Classics brings great works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the
highest standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles
in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your digital library.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Where Do We Go from Here? , 2015
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: The Year of our Revolution Judith Ortiz Cofer,
1998-03-31 A collection of poems, short stories, and essays address the theme of straddling two
cultures as do the offspring of Hispanic parents living in the United States.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Lamb to the Slaughter (A Roald Dahl Short Story)
Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13 Lamb to the Slaughter is a short, sharp, chilling story from Roald Dahl, the
master of the shocking tale. In Lamb to the Slaughter, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite
authors, tells a twisted story about the darker side of human nature. Here, a wife serves up a dish
that utterly baffles the police . . . Lamb to the Slaughter is taken from the short story collection
Someone Like You, which includes seventeen other devious and shocking stories, featuring the two
men who make an unusual and chilling wager over the provenance of a bottle of wine; a curious
machine that reveals the horrifying truth about plants; the man waiting to be bitten by the venomous
snake asleep on his stomach; and others. 'The absolute master of the twist in the tale.' (Observer )
This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Juliet Stevenson. Roald Dahl,
the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the
Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for
adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the
inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories
continue to make readers shiver today.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: History of Plymouth Plantation, 1620-1647
William Bradford, 1912
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: And Still I Rise Maya Angelou, 2011-08-17 Maya
Angelou’s unforgettable collection of poetry lends its name to the documentary film about her life,
And Still I Rise, as seen on PBS’s American Masters. Pretty women wonder where my secret lies. I’m
not cute or built to suit a fashion model’s size But when I start to tell them, They think I’m telling
lies. I say, It’s in the reach of my arms, The span of my hips, The stride of my step, The curl of my
lips. I’m a woman Phenomenally. Phenomenal woman, That’s me. Thus begins “Phenomenal
Woman,” just one of the beloved poems collected here in Maya Angelou’s third book of verse. These
poems are powerful, distinctive, and fresh—and, as always, full of the lifting rhythms of love and
remembering. And Still I Rise is written from the heart, a celebration of life as only Maya Angelou
has discovered it. “It is true poetry she is writing,” M.F.K. Fisher has observed, “not just rhythm, the
beat, rhymes. I find it very moving and at times beautiful. It has an innate purity about it,
unquenchable dignity. . . . It is astounding, flabbergasting, to recognize it, in all the words I read
every day and night . . . it gives me heart, to hear so clearly the caged bird singing and to
understand her notes.”
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Flipped Wendelin Van Draanen, 2003-05-13 A classic
he-said-she-said romantic comedy! This updated anniversary edition offers story-behind-the-story
revelations from author Wendelin Van Draanen. The first time she saw him, she flipped. The first
time he saw her, he ran. That was the second grade, but not much has changed by the seventh. Juli
says: “My Bryce. Still walking around with my first kiss.” He says: “It’s been six years of strategic
avoidance and social discomfort.” But in the eighth grade everything gets turned upside down: just



as Bryce is thinking that there’s maybe more to Juli than meets the eye, she’s thinking that he’s not
quite all he seemed. This is a classic romantic comedy of errors told in alternating chapters by two
fresh, funny voices. The updated anniversary edition contains 32 pages of extra backmatter: essays
from Wendelin Van Draanen on her sources of inspiration, on the making of the movie of Flipped, on
why she’ll never write a sequel, and a selection of the amazing fan mail she’s received. Awards and
accolades for Flipped: SLJ Top 100 Children’s Novels of all time IRA-CBC Children’s Choice IRA
Teacher’s Choice Honor winner, Judy Lopez Memorial Award/WNBA Winner of the California Young
Reader Medal “We flipped over this fantastic book, its gutsy girl Juli and its wise, wonderful ending.”
— The Chicago Tribune “Van Draanen has another winner in this eighth-grade ‘he-said, she-said’
romance. A fast, funny, egg-cellent winner.” — SLJ, Starred review “With a charismatic leading lady
kids will flip over, a compelling dynamic between the two narrators and a resonant ending, this
novel is a great deal larger than the sum of its parts.” —Publishers Weekly, Starred review
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Ghost Boys Jewell Parker Rhodes, 2018-04-17 A
heartbreaking and powerful story about a black boy killed by a police officer, drawing connections
through history, from award-winning author Jewell Parker Rhodes. Only the living can make the
world better. Live and make it better. Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who
mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. As a ghost, he observes the devastation that's been unleashed
on his family and community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing. Soon
Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a very different time but similar
circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome process what has happened, on a journey towards recognizing
how historical racism may have led to the events that ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the
daughter of the police officer, who grapples with her father's actions. Once again Jewell Parker
Rhodes deftly weaves historical and socio-political layers into a gripping and poignant story about
how children and families face the complexities of today's world, and how one boy grows to
understand American blackness in the aftermath of his own death.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Feed M. T. Anderson, 2010-05-11 Identity crises,
consumerism, and star-crossed teenage love in a futuristic society where people connect to the
Internet via feeds implanted in their brains. Winner of the LA Times Book Prize. For Titus and his
friends, it started out like any ordinary trip to the moon - a chance to party during spring break and
play around with some stupid low-grav at the Ricochet Lounge. But that was before the crazy hacker
caused all their feeds to malfunction, sending them to the hospital to lie around with nothing inside
their heads for days. And it was before Titus met Violet, a beautiful, brainy teenage girl who knows
something about what it’s like to live without the feed-and about resisting its omnipresent ability to
categorize human thoughts and desires. Following in the footsteps of George Orwell, Anthony
Burgess, and Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., M. T. Anderson has created a brave new world - and a hilarious
new lingo - sure to appeal to anyone who appreciates smart satire, futuristic fiction laced with
humor, or any story featuring skin lesions as a fashion statement.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: When the Emperor Was Divine Julie Otsuka,
2007-12-18 From the bestselling, award-winning author of The Buddha in the Attic and The
Swimmers, this commanding debut novel paints a portrait of the Japanese American incarceration
camps that is both a haunting evocation of a family in wartime and a resonant lesson for our times.
On a sunny day in Berkeley, California, in 1942, a woman sees a sign in a post office window, returns
to her home, and matter-of-factly begins to pack her family's possessions. Like thousands of other
Japanese Americans they have been reclassified, virtually overnight, as enemy aliens and are about
to be uprooted from their home and sent to a dusty incarceration camp in the Utah desert. In this
lean and devastatingly evocative first novel, Julie Otsuka tells their story from five flawlessly realized
points of view and conveys the exact emotional texture of their experience: the thin-walled barracks
and barbed-wire fences, the omnipresent fear and loneliness, the unheralded feats of heroism. When
the Emperor Was Divine is a work of enormous power that makes a shameful episode of our history
as immediate as today's headlines.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: All the Light We Cannot See Anthony Doerr,



2014-05-06 *NOW A NETFLIX LIMITED SERIES—from producer and director Shawn Levy (Stranger
Things) starring Mark Ruffalo, Hugh Laurie, and newcomer Aria Mia Loberti* Winner of the Pulitzer
Prize and National Book Award finalist, the beloved instant New York Times bestseller and New York
Times Book Review Top 10 Book about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in
occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. Marie-Laure lives with her
father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History where he works as the master of its thousands of
locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a perfect miniature of their
neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home. When she is twelve, the
Nazis occupy Paris, and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where
Marie-Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might
be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. In a mining town in Germany, the orphan
Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find. Werner becomes an
expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal
academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the Resistance. More and more aware
of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of the war and, finally, into
Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge. Doerr’s “stunning sense of physical detail
and gorgeous metaphors” (San Francisco Chronicle) are dazzling. Deftly interweaving the lives of
Marie-Laure and Werner, he illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one
another. Ten years in the writing, All the Light We Cannot See is a magnificent, deeply moving novel
from a writer “whose sentences never fail to thrill” (Los Angeles Times).
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: How It Feels to be Colored Me Zora Neale Hurston,
2024-01-01 The acclaimed author of Their Eyes Were Watching God relates her experiences as an
African American woman in early-twentieth-century America. In this autobiographical essay, author
Zora Neale Hurston recounts episodes from her childhood in different communities in Florida:
Eatonville and Jacksonville. She reflects on what those experiences showed her about race, identity,
and feeling different. “How It Feels to Be Colored Me” was originally published in 1928 in the
magazine The World Tomorrow.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: A Raisin in the Sun Lorraine Hansberry, 2016-11-01
A Raisin in the Sun reflects Lorraine Hansberry's childhood experiences in segregated Chicago. This
electrifying masterpiece has enthralled audiences and has been heaped with critical accolades. The
play that changed American theatre forever - The New York Times. Edition Description
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: The Birthmark Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2023-12-28
The Birthmark deals with the husband's deeply negative obsession of his wife's outer appearances
and what does that entail for these two young couples. The birthmark represents various things
throughout the story. Two of the main representations are imperfection and mortality. American
novelist and short story writer Nathaniel Hawthorne's (1804–1864) writing centers on New England,
many works featuring moral allegories with a Puritan inspiration. Hawthorne has also written a few
poems which many people are not aware of. His works are considered to be part of the Romantic
movement and, more specifically, Dark romanticism. His themes often centre on the inherent evil
and sin of humanity, and his works often have moral messages and deep psychological complexity.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: The Circuit Francisco Jiménez, 1997 A collection of
stories about the life of a migrant family.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: By the Waters of Babylon Stephen Vincent Benet,
2015-08-24 The north and the west and the south are good hunting ground, but it is forbidden to go
east. It is forbidden to go to any of the Dead Places except to search for metal and then he who
touches the metal must be a priest or the son of a priest. Afterwards, both the man and the metal
must be purified. These are the rules and the laws; they are well made. It is forbidden to cross the
great river and look upon the place that was the Place of the Gods-this is most strictly forbidden. We
do not even say its name though we know its name. It is there that spirits live, and demons-it is there
that there are the ashes of the Great Burning. These things are forbidden- they have been forbidden
since the beginning of time.



  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Oration by Frederick Douglass. Delivered on the
Occasion of the Unveiling of the Freedmen's Monument in Memory of Abraham Lincoln, in
Lincoln Park, Washington, D.C., April 14th, 1876, with an Appendix Frederick Douglass,
2024-06-14 Reprint of the original, first published in 1876.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Dream Psychology Sigmund Freud, 2019-01-09 This
classic work by the Father of Psychoanalysis, is essential reading for any serious student of
psychology. Dr. Freud covers the hidden meanings within our dreams, especially repressed sexual
desires, the purpose of our conscious and unconscious minds, and the importance of dreams to our
wellbeing. This title is, in essence, a comprehensive analysis of Freud's psychoanalytical studies,
research and empirical observations. Freud begins by explaining the meaning of dreams through
presentations of varied real examples. He then proceeds to explain the causes of dreams and their
relation to past and on-going events in our lives, he analyses dream elements, and then explores
specified topics such as sexual thoughts in dreams and humans desires and wishes.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Amigo Brothers Piri Thomas, 1978-01-01
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Frankenstein Shelley, Mary, 2023-01-11 Frankenstein
is a novel by Mary Shelley. It was first published in 1818. Ever since its publication, the story of
Frankenstein has remained brightly in the imagination of the readers and literary circles across the
countries. In the novel, an English explorer in the Arctic, who assists Victor Frankenstein on the
final leg of his chase, tells the story. As a talented young medical student, Frankenstein strikes upon
the secret of endowing life to the dead. He becomes obsessed with the idea that he might make a
man. The Outcome is a miserable and an outcast who seeks murderous revenge for his condition.
Frankenstein pursues him when the creature flees. It is at this juncture t that Frankenstein meets
the explorer and recounts his story, dying soon after. Although it has been adapted into films
numerous times, they failed to effectively convey the stark horror and philosophical vision of the
novel. Shelley's novel is a combination of Gothic horror story and science fiction.
  i have a dream commonlit answer key: Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? Philip K. Dick,
1975 By 2021, the Terminus War had driven mankind off-planet and entire species into extinction.
Now only the rich can afford living creatures; others may buy amazingly realistic simulacrae: horses,
cats, sheep ... Even humans. These artificial people are so advanced it's impossible to tell them from
true men and women--except for their lack of empathy. Without empathy, androids can--and do--kill
their owners and blend into society, so they're illegal on Earth. It's Rick Deckard's job to find these
rogues and retire them. But andys tend to fight back--with deadly results.
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