is voodoo a closed practice

is voodoo a closed practice is a question that has sparked curiosity and
debate across spiritual, academic, and cultural circles. This article
explores the origins, beliefs, and practices of Voodoo, focusing on whether
it is considered a closed practice. Readers will learn the meaning of a
closed practice, the significance of Voodoo in its communities, and the
cultural sensitivities surrounding its rituals and traditions. We’ll also
address misconceptions about Voodoo, the importance of respect for its
practitioners, and how outsiders can approach learning about this faith. By
the end, you will have a comprehensive understanding of the question, “is
voodoo a closed practice,” and gain insights into the broader context of
cultural appropriation and spiritual responsibility.
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Understanding Voodoo: Origins and Core Beliefs

Voodoo, also spelled Vodou or Vodun, is a complex and ancient spiritual
tradition with roots in West Africa. It was brought to the Americas,
particularly Haiti, during the transatlantic slave trade, where it blended
with indigenous and Catholic beliefs, forming a unique syncretic faith.
Voodoo centers on the worship of spirits known as lwa or loa, ancestral
reverence, and the belief in a single, distant creator god. Rituals,
ceremonies, music, and dance are integral to its practice, and community
participation is highly valued.

Voodoo i1s more than just a religion; it is a way of life that shapes
identity, community bonds, and worldviews among its practitioners. Today,
forms of Voodoo exist in Haiti (Haitian Vodou), Louisiana (Louisiana Voodoo),
West Africa (Vodun), and other regions. Each branch maintains unique
characteristics, but they all emphasize respect for spirits, ancestors, and
the sacredness of tradition.

e Haitian Vodou: Originated in Haiti, blending African, Taino, and
Catholic traditions.

e Louisiana Voodoo: Developed in the southern United States, especially
New Orleans, with influences from French, Spanish, and Creole cultures.



e West African Vodun: The original form practiced in Benin, Togo, and
Nigeria.

What Is a Closed Practice?

A closed practice refers to spiritual, religious, or cultural traditions that
are reserved for specific communities, often based on ancestry, initiation,
or deep cultural connections. Access to rituals, ceremonies, and sacred
knowledge is generally restricted to those who belong to the tradition by
birth or through formal initiation. Closed practices aim to protect the
integrity, sacredness, and safety of their customs from outsiders or those
who may misunderstand or misuse them.

The concept of a closed practice is especially relevant in discussions about
cultural appropriation. Many marginalized communities use this designation to
safeguard their spiritual heritage from exploitation, misrepresentation, and
commodification. Understanding whether a tradition is closed is crucial for
respectful engagement and ethical exploration of diverse spiritual paths.

Is Voodoo a Closed Practice? Perspectives and
Considerations

The question “is voodoo a closed practice” is nuanced, as opinions vary among
practitioners, scholars, and cultural leaders. In many communities,
especially in Haiti and West Africa, Voodoo is considered a closed practice.
Participation in rituals, access to sacred knowledge, and use of specific
symbols or objects are often limited to initiated members or those with
ancestral ties. Initiation is a rigorous process involving study, mentorship,
and ceremonies that affirm one’s commitment and connection to the spirits.

However, some branches, such as aspects of Louisiana Voodoo, have
historically interacted with outsiders and incorporated external influences.
Still, even in these contexts, the core rituals and sacred teachings are
typically protected. The consensus among most practitioners is that Voodoo
should be approached with respect, and its deeper mysteries are not open to
casual participation or appropriation.

e Initiation: Required for full participation in most Voodoo communities.
e Ancestral Connection: Lineage and community ties are highly valued.
e Gatekeeping: Elders and priests/priestesses guard sacred knowledge.

e Consequences: Unauthorized participation may be considered disrespectful
or even spiritually dangerous.



Cultural Significance and Community Protection

Voodoo holds immense cultural and spiritual significance for its
practitioners. It is not just a set of rituals but a living heritage that
embodies resilience, identity, and communal values. For communities that have
faced historical oppression, colonization, and religious persecution,
protecting Voodoo as a closed practice is a form of self-preservation.

By restricting access to outsiders, practitioners safeguard their beliefs
from distortion and protect themselves from exploitation. This is especially
important in light of the many stereotypes and negative depictions of Voodoo
in popular culture, which have led to misunderstanding and prejudice.
Community protection ensures that the tradition remains authentic,
meaningful, and empowering for future generations.

Common Misconceptions About Voodoo

Voodoo is often misunderstood, largely due to sensationalized media
portrayals and misinformation. These misconceptions can lead to disrespect
and harmful appropriation of sacred practices. Some of the most common myths
include the belief that Voodoo is solely about hexes or curses, that it is
evil or sinister, or that anyone can practice it without proper training or
respect.

Voodoo is not witchcraft or Satanism; it is a legitimate and complex
spiritual tradition.

e Rituals focus on healing, community, and honoring spirits, not just
magic or curses.

e Initiation and mentorship are critical for authentic practice.
e Depictions of “voodoo dolls” and zombie lore are often inaccurate and
disconnected from true Voodoo beliefs.

Respectful Engagement and Learning

For those interested in learning about Voodoo, respectful engagement is
essential. Outsiders should approach with humility, openness, and a
willingness to listen. Observing public ceremonies, reading scholarly works,
and supporting authentic practitioners can offer valuable insights without
crossing boundaries.

It is important to avoid appropriating rituals, symbols, or language without
permission or proper understanding. Engaging with Voodoo practitioners,
attending educational events, and seeking guidance from elders within the
tradition are appropriate ways to learn. Above all, recognizing Voodoo as a
closed practice in many communities means honoring their right to protect
their spiritual heritage.



Key Takeaways for Outsiders

Understanding whether Voodoo is a closed practice requires sensitivity to its
history, cultural context, and the voices of its practitioners. Outsiders
seeking knowledge or involvement should prioritize respect, consent, and
ongoing education. Recognizing the boundaries set by Voodoo communities helps
preserve the integrity of the tradition and supports the fight against
cultural appropriation.

1. Voodoo is a rich, multifaceted spiritual tradition rooted in African and
diasporic cultures.

2. Many communities regard Voodoo as a closed practice, emphasizing
initiation and ancestral ties.

3. Respect and cultural sensitivity are essential for anyone seeking to
learn about or engage with Voodoo.

4. Misconceptions and stereotypes should be challenged through education
and genuine dialogue.

5. Supporting Voodoo practitioners and honoring their boundaries fosters
mutual understanding and respect.

Q: What does it mean for Voodoo to be a closed
practice?

A: For Voodoo to be a closed practice means that participation in its
rituals, ceremonies, and access to sacred knowledge is generally restricted
to those who are initiated, have ancestral ties, or belong to the community.
Outsiders are often not permitted to fully engage without formal acceptance
or training.

Q: Can anyone become a Voodoo practitioner?

A: In most Voodoo communities, becoming a practitioner requires initiation,
mentorship, and sometimes ancestral connection. While some aspects may be
shared publicly, full participation is usually reserved for those who undergo
traditional initiation processes.

Q: Why do Voodoo communities restrict access to their
practices?

A: Voodoo communities restrict access to protect their spiritual heritage
from misrepresentation, exploitation, and cultural appropriation. Limiting
participation also preserves the sacredness and authenticity of their rituals
and beliefs.

Q: Are there different types of Voodoo, and are they



all closed practices?

A: Yes, there are several forms of Voodoo, including Haitian Vodou, Louisiana
Voodoo, and West African Vodun. While the degree of exclusivity wvaries, most
branches maintain closed elements, especially regarding sacred rituals and
teachings.

Q: Is it disrespectful for outsiders to perform
Voodoo rituals?

A: Performing Voodoo rituals without proper initiation or guidance from
legitimate practitioners is widely considered disrespectful. It can be seen
as cultural appropriation and may result in misunderstanding or harm.

Q: How can I respectfully learn about Voodoo?

A: The best way to learn about Voodoo is through reading reputable sources,
attending educational events, and seeking guidance from authentic
practitioners. Always approach with respect, humility, and a willingness to
listen.

Q: What are some common myths about Voodoo?

A: Common myths include the belief that Voodoo is solely about curses, that
it is evil, or that it is synonymous with witchcraft. In reality, Voodoo is a
legitimate spiritual tradition focusing on healing, community, and ancestral
reverence.

Q: Is using Voodoo symbols or artifacts without
initiation considered appropriation?

A: Yes, using Voodoo symbols or artifacts without proper understanding or
permission is generally viewed as cultural appropriation and disrespectful to
practitioners.

Q: Why is it important to understand if a practice is
closed?

A: Understanding if a spiritual or cultural practice is closed helps prevent
cultural appropriation, fosters respect, and protects marginalized
communities from exploitation and misrepresentation.

Q: What role does initiation play in Voodoo?

A: Initiation is a crucial process in Voodoo, marking the formal acceptance
of a person into the tradition. It involves learning, ceremonies, and
dedication, ensuring that practitioners have the necessary knowledge and
respect for the faith.
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Is Voodoo a Closed Practice? Unpacking the Myths and
Realities

Voodoo. The very word conjures images of shadowy rituals, hidden ceremonies, and secretive
practitioners. But is this image accurate? Is voodoo truly a closed practice, shrouded in mystery and
accessible only to a select few? This post delves into the complexities of voodoo practice, separating
fact from fiction, and exploring the diverse realities of this vibrant spiritual tradition. We'll examine
the historical context, the varied expressions of voodoo across different regions, and ultimately
answer the question: is voodoo truly a "closed practice"?

H2: The Historical Misconceptions Surrounding Voodoo
Secrecy

The perception of voodoo as a closed practice stems largely from historical factors. During the era of
slavery and colonialism, practitioners deliberately concealed their religious practices to avoid
persecution and oppression. This enforced secrecy fostered an aura of mystery and exclusivity that
persists to this day. However, it’s crucial to understand that this secrecy was a survival mechanism,
not an inherent characteristic of the religion itself. The deliberate obfuscation of practices, coupled
with sensationalized portrayals in popular culture, contributed significantly to the misconception
that voodoo is inherently secretive and closed off.

H2: The Diverse Faces of Voodoo: Regional Variations and
Accessibility

One of the key misunderstandings regarding voodoo’s accessibility lies in its diverse expressions.
Voodoo is not a monolithic religion; it's a broad umbrella encompassing various traditions and
practices that evolved across different geographical locations and cultural contexts. Louisiana
Voodoo, Haitian Voodoo, and Brazilian Candomblé, for example, all share common roots but have
developed unique rituals, beliefs, and organizational structures. While some lineages might maintain
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a degree of privacy regarding certain advanced rituals or initiations, many voodoo communities are
welcoming to newcomers who approach with respect and genuine interest in learning.

H3: Initiation and Apprenticeship: A Pathway, Not a Barrier

While some voodoo traditions incorporate initiation ceremonies and apprenticeship programs, these
are not insurmountable barriers to entry. Initiation often involves a period of learning, commitment,
and mentorship under a seasoned priest or priestess (houngan or mambo in Haitian Voodoo). This
apprenticeship isn’t about excluding outsiders; rather, it's a structured process designed to ensure
proper understanding and respect for the tradition's complex spiritual practices. The duration and
intensity of the apprenticeship vary widely depending on the specific lineage and the individual's
dedication.

H3: Public vs. Private Rituals: Understanding the Spectrum of
Practice

It's important to distinguish between private and public aspects of voodoo practice. Certain rituals,
particularly those deeply personal or relating to advanced spiritual work, may be kept private.
However, many voodoo communities hold public ceremonies, festivals, and celebrations that are
open to the public, allowing outsiders to witness and appreciate aspects of the tradition. The
distinction between public and private shouldn’t be equated with exclusivity. It reflects a respect for
sacred spaces and practices within a broader context of community engagement.

H2: Modern Voodoo and the Rise of Openness and
Accessibility

In recent decades, there's been a noticeable shift towards greater openness within many voodoo
communities. The internet and social media have played a significant role in connecting
practitioners and sharing information, thereby dispelling some of the myths surrounding voodoo's
supposed secrecy. This increased accessibility, however, doesn't diminish the importance of
respectful engagement and avoiding cultural appropriation. Genuine interest and a commitment to
ethical learning are crucial for anyone seeking to engage with voodoo.

H2: The Dangers of Cultural Appropriation and



Misrepresentation

It's imperative to acknowledge the harm caused by cultural appropriation within the context of
voodoo. The sensationalized and often inaccurate portrayal of voodoo in popular media has led to its
exploitation for commercial purposes and trivialization of its spiritual significance. Anyone
interested in learning about voodoo should prioritize respecting its traditions, acknowledging its
complexity, and avoiding simplistic or exploitative representations. Approaching voodoo with
genuine respect and a commitment to ethical learning is paramount.

Conclusion

While historical circumstances and the nature of certain advanced rituals contribute to the
perception of voodoo as a closed practice, the reality is far more nuanced. Voodoo encompasses a
diverse array of traditions, each with its unique expressions and levels of accessibility. While
initiation and apprenticeship are common pathways to deeper engagement, many aspects of voodoo
are accessible to those approaching the tradition with respect and a genuine desire to learn. The key
is to distinguish between respectful engagement and harmful appropriation, ensuring that the
richness and complexity of voodoo are understood and appreciated.

FAQs

1. Can anyone learn about Voodoo? Yes, anyone can learn about Voodoo, but it's crucial to approach
it with respect, a willingness to learn, and avoid cultural appropriation.

2. Are all Voodoo ceremonies secret? No, many Voodoo ceremonies are public and part of
community celebrations. However, some private rituals are reserved for initiates.

3. Do I need to undergo initiation to practice Voodoo? Initiation is common in some lineages but isn't
universally required for engaging with aspects of Voodoo philosophy and practice.

4. Is Voodoo dangerous? Voodoo, like any religious practice, can be misused. However, it’s
fundamentally a spiritual tradition focused on community, healing, and connection with the divine.

5. Where can I find reliable information about Voodoo? Consult reputable academic sources, books
written by practitioners, and documentaries made with the participation of Voodoo communities.
Avoid sensationalized or stereotypical sources.

is voodoo a closed practice: The New Orleans Voodoo Handbook Kenaz Filan, 2011-08-16 A
guide to the practices, tools, and rituals of New Orleans Voodoo as well as the many cultural
influences at its origins * Includes recipes for magical oils, instructions for candle workings, and



directions to create gris-gris bags and Voodoo dolls to attract love, money, justice, and healing and
for retribution ¢ Explores the major figures of New Orleans Voodoo, including Marie Laveau and Dr.
John « Exposes the diverse ethnic influences at the core of Voodoo, from the African Congo to
Catholic immigrants from Italy, France, and Ireland One of America’s great native-born spiritual
traditions, New Orleans Voodoo is a religion as complex, free-form, and beautiful as the jazz that
permeates this steamy city of sin and salvation. From the French Quarter to the Algiers
neighborhood, its famed vaulted cemeteries to its infamous Mardi Gras celebrations, New Orleans
cannot escape its rich Voodoo tradition, which draws from a multitude of ethnic sources, including
Africa, Latin America, Sicily, Ireland, France, and Native America. In The New Orleans Voodoo
Handbook, initiated Vodou priest Kenaz Filan covers the practices, tools, and rituals of this system of
worship as well as the many facets of its origins. Exploring the major figures of New Orleans
Voodoo, such as Marie Laveau and Dr. John, as well as Creole cuisine and the wealth of musical
inspiration surrounding the Mississippi Delta, Filan examines firsthand documents and historical
records to uncover the truth behind many of the city’s legends and to explore the oft-discussed but
little-understood practices of the root doctors, Voodoo queens, and spiritual figures of the Crescent
City. Including recipes for magical oils, instructions for candle workings, methods of divination, and
even directions to create gris-gris bags, mojo hands, and Voodoo dolls, Filan reveals how to call on
the saints and spirits of Voodoo for love, money, retribution, justice, and healing.

is voodoo a closed practice: Irish Witchcraft from an Irish Witch Lora O'Brien, 2020-06-21
Updated and Revised 2nd Edition! Irish Witchcraft from an Irish Witch is a delightful mixture of
academia and accessibility; a book that explores Witchcraft in Ireland: how it was, is, and will be. It
succeeds where many books have failed - fulfilling the longing for real Irish Witchcraft, while
crafting the delicate balance between learning from the past and weaving a modern system based on
truth and respect. Lora O'Brien is an Irish Draoi (user of magic) working closely with her heritage
and her native land, providing a contemporary guide to genuine practice. Irish Witchcraft from an
Irish Witch explores the past: -- Providing an investigation of the Witches' place in Irish mythology. --
Looking at Witchcraft and magic by examining the customs connected with the Sidhe (the Irish
Fairies). -- Examining historical evidence of the Witch trials that swept across the island of Ireland
through the ages. And the present and beyond by: -- Working with Irish Gods and Goddesses,
landscapes, and energies. -- Examining the wheel of the year, with its festivals, cycles, and seasons
of Irish culture. -- Looking at ritual progression through a Witch's life: magical training, physical
growth. -- Providing alternatives to the traditional stages of a child's life in modern Irish culture.
When it was released in 2004, this was the first traditionally published Pagan book ever written by
an Irish author. It was the book that this author had sought, for over a decade previously... The 2nd
edition of this book continues to do now what it did for so many on first publication - it bridges the
gap between 'Celtic' NeoPagan nonsense, and authentic Irish Pagan Practice.

is voodoo a closed practice: Black Magic Yvonne P. Chireau, 2006-11-20 Black Magic looks at
the origins, meaning, and uses of Conjure—the African American tradition of healing and harming
that evolved from African, European, and American elements—from the slavery period to well into
the twentieth century. Illuminating a world that is dimly understood by both scholars and the
general public, Yvonne P. Chireau describes Conjure and other related traditions, such as Hoodoo
and Rootworking, in a beautifully written, richly detailed history that presents the voices and
experiences of African Americans and shows how magic has informed their culture. Focusing on the
relationship between Conjure and Christianity, Chireau shows how these seemingly contradictory
traditions have worked together in a complex and complementary fashion to provide spiritual
empowerment for African Americans, both slave and free, living in white America. As she explores
the role of Conjure for African Americans and looks at the transformations of Conjure over time,
Chireau also rewrites the dichotomy between magic and religion. With its groundbreaking analysis
of an often misunderstood tradition, this book adds an important perspective to our understanding of
the myriad dimensions of human spirituality.

is voodoo a closed practice: Voodoo Hoodoo Spellbook Denise Alvarado, 2011-11-01



“Voodoo Hoodoo” is the unique variety of Creole Voodoo found in New Orleans. The Voodoo Hoodoo
Spellbook is a rich compendium of more than 300 authentic Voodoo and Hoodoo recipes, rituals, and
spells for love, justice, gambling luck, prosperity, health, and success. Cultural psychologist and root
worker Denise Alvarado, who grew up in New Orleans, draws from a lifetime of recipes and spells
learned from family, friends, and local practitioners. She traces the history of the African-based folk
magic brought by slaves to New Orleans, and shows how it evolved over time to include influences
from Native American spirituality, Catholicism, and Pentecostalism. She shares her research into
folklore collections and 19th- and 20th- century formularies along with her own magical arts. The
Voodoo Hoodoo Spellbook includes more than 100 spells for Banishing, Binding, Fertility, Luck,
Protection, Money, and more. Alvarado introduces readers to the Pantheon of Voodoo Spirits, the
Seven African Powers, important Loas, Prayers, Novenas, and Psalms, and much, much more,
including:Qils and Potions: Attraction Love Oil, Dream Potion, Gambler’s Luck Oil, Blessing
OilHoodoo Powders and Gris Gris: Algier’s Fast Luck Powder, Controlling Powder, Money Drawing
PowderTalismans and Candle MagicCurses and Hexes

is voodoo a closed practice: African American Religion: A Very Short Introduction Eddie S.
Glaude Jr., 2014-08-27 Since the first African American denomination was established in
Philadelphia in 1818, churches have gone beyond their role as spiritual guides in African American
communities and have served as civic institutions, spaces for education, and sites for the cultivation
of individuality and identities in the face of limited or non-existent freedom. In this Very Short
Introduction, Eddie S. Glaude Jr. explores the history and circumstances of African American
religion through three examples: conjure, African American Christianity, and African American
Islam. He argues that the phrase African American religion is meaningful only insofar as it describes
how through religion, African Americans have responded to oppressive conditions including slavery,
Jim Crow apartheid, and the pervasive and institutionalized discrimination that exists today. This
bold claim frames his interpretation of the historical record of the wide diversity of religious
experiences in the African American community. He rejects the common tendency to racialize
African American religious experiences as an inherent proclivity towards religiousness and instead
focuses on how religious communities and experiences have developed in the African American
community and the context in which these developments took place. About the Series: Oxford's Very
Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of subjects--from
Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not
simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every
Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the
subject has developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every
major academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library.
Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that
fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide
that will likely prove indispensable.

is voodoo a closed practice: The Spirits and the Law Kate Ramsey, 2014-02-07 Vodou has
often served as a scapegoat for Haiti’s problems, from political upheavals to natural disasters. This
tradition of scapegoating stretches back to the nation’s founding and forms part of a contest over the
legitimacy of the religion, both beyond and within Haiti’s borders. The Spirits and the Law examines
that vexed history, asking why, from 1835 to 1987, Haiti banned many popular ritual practices. To
find out, Kate Ramsey begins with the Haitian Revolution and its aftermath. Fearful of an
independent black nation inspiring similar revolts, the United States, France, and the rest of Europe
ostracized Haiti. Successive Haitian governments, seeking to counter the image of Haiti as primitive
as well as contain popular organization and leadership, outlawed “spells” and, later, “superstitious
practices.” While not often strictly enforced, these laws were at times the basis for attacks on Vodou
by the Haitian state, the Catholic Church, and occupying U.S. forces. Beyond such offensives,
Ramsey argues that in prohibiting practices considered essential for maintaining relations with the



spirits, anti-Vodou laws reinforced the political marginalization, social stigmatization, and economic
exploitation of the Haitian majority. At the same time, she examines the ways communities across
Haiti evaded, subverted, redirected, and shaped enforcement of the laws. Analyzing the long
genealogy of anti-Vodou rhetoric, Ramsey thoroughly dissects claims that the religion has impeded
Haiti’s development.

is voodoo a closed practice: Voodoo and Power Kodi A. Roberts, 2015-11-13 The racialized
and exoticized cult of Voodoo occupies a central place in the popular image of the Crescent City. But
as Kodi A. Roberts argues in Voodoo and Power, the religion was not a monolithic tradition handed
down from African ancestors to their American-born descendants. Instead, a much more complicated
patchwork of influences created New Orleans Voodoo, allowing it to move across boundaries of race,
class, and gender. By employing late nineteenth and early twentieth-century first-hand accounts of
Voodoo practitioners and their rituals, Roberts provides a nuanced understanding of who practiced
Voodoo and why. Voodoo in New Orleans, a melange of religion, entrepreneurship, and business
networks, stretched across the color line in intriguing ways. Roberts's analysis demonstrates that
what united professional practitioners, or workers, with those who sought their services was not a
racially uniform folk culture, but rather the power and influence that Voodoo promised. Recognizing
that social immobility proved a common barrier for their patrons, workers claimed that their rituals
could overcome racial and gendered disadvantages and create new opportunities for their clients.
Voodoo rituals and institutions also drew inspiration from the surrounding milieu, including the
privations of the Great Depression, the city's complex racial history, and the free-market economy.
Money, employment, and business became central concerns for the religion's practitioners: to
validate their work, some began operating from recently organized Spiritual Churches, entities that
were tax exempt and thus legitimate in the eyes of the state of Louisiana. Practitioners even
leveraged local figures like the mythohistoric Marie Laveau for spiritual purposes and
entrepreneurial gain. All the while, they contributed to the cultural legacy that fueled New Orleans's
tourist industry and drew visitors and their money to the Crescent City.

is voodoo a closed practice: Mami Wata: Africa's Ancient God/dess Unveiled Vol. I Mama
Zogbé, 2007-11-26 This first definitive work on the predomiance of this powerful African deity
throughout the ancient world has quickly become a cult classic. The evolution of Mami Wata in
establishing, shaping and expanding the spiritual and sacerdotal foundation of world religion,
reveals also the lost but glorious past of African women's spirituality. Hailed as the new bible on the
history of African women, this comprehensive well-researched body of work will benefit academics,
students, and all who are seeking to fill the missing void in world religious and cultural history.
Totaling over 800 pages, it is reccomended that both heavily illustrated (Volumes I & II) be
purchased as a set.

is voodoo a closed practice: The Complete Book of Voodoo Robert Pelton, 2002-01-01 Magic
with no holds barred! Here is the definitive work on the history, ritual, and powers of the ancient art
of voodoo from the earliest times to the present, offering complete details on the closely kept secrets
of man's most exotic and powerful form of magic.

is voodoo a closed practice: Witch Queens, Voodoo Spirits, and Hoodoo Saints Denise
Alvarado, 2022-02-01 A magical mystery tour of the extraordinary historical characters that have
defined the unique spiritual landscape of New Orleans. New Orleans has long been America’s most
magical city, inhabited by a fascinating visible and invisible world, full of mysteries, known for its
decadence and haunted by its spirits. If Salem, Massachusetts, is famous for its persecution of
witches, New Orleans is celebrated for its embrace of the magical, mystical, and paranormal. New
Orleans is acclaimed for its witches, ghosts, and vampires. Because of its unique history, New
Orleans is the historical stronghold of traditional African religions and spirituality in the US. No
other city worldwide is as associated with Vodou as New Orleans. In her new book, author and
scholar Denise Alvarado takes us on a magical tour of New Orleans. There is a mysterious spiritual
underbelly hiding in plain sight in New Orleans, and in this book Alvarado shows us where it is and
who the characters are. She tells where they come from and how they persist and manifest today.



Witch Queens, Voodoo Spirits, and Hoodoo Saints shines a light on notable spirits and folk saints
such as Papa Legba, Annie Christmas, Black Hawk, African-American culture hero Jean St. Malo, St.
Expedite, plague saint Roch, and, of course, the mother and father of New Orleans Voudou, Marie
Laveau and Doctor John Montenée. Witch Queens, Voodoo Spirits, and Hoodoo Saints serves as a
secret history of New Orleans, revealing details even locals may not know.

is voodoo a closed practice: Haitian Vodou Mambo Chita Tann, 2012-02-08 Haitian Vodou is a
fascinating spiritual tradition rich with ceremonies and magic, songs and prayers, dances and
fellowship. Yet outside of Haiti, next to no one understands this joyous and profound way of life. In
Haitian Vodou, Mambo Chita Tann explores the historical roots and contemporary practices of this
unique tradition, including discussions of: Customs, beliefs, sacred spaces, and ritual objects
Characteristics and behaviors of the Lwa, the spirits served by Vodou practitioners Common
misconceptions such as voodoo dolls and the zombie phenomenon Questions and answers for
attending ceremonies and getting involved in a sosyete (Vodou house) Correspondence tables,
Kreyol glossary, supplemental prayer texts, and an extensive list of reference books and online
resources Well-researched, comprehensive, and engaging, Haitian Vodou will be a welcome addition
for people new to Haitian spirituality as well as for students, practitioners, and academics.

is voodoo a closed practice: Envy Rots the Bones Nina Blakeman, 2017-05-21 Venomous
vipers of the mind twist throughout the ventricular crevices of the innocent, and the not so innocent.
They work down into the deepest recesses until those that are tormented...become the tormentors.
Dr. Faye Davis’s mind is scientifically trained, but her hands are bloody, wringing with guilt. She’s
killed her husband’s old flame, the mother of his illegitimate twin girls. One of them, Emma,
suspects the step-mother, and her plan for revenge comes from a soulless place. Her mind is so
devoured, no pure spirit can enter. With this sixteen-year-old adolescent, there is no wringing of
hands. She patiently waits, sleeping the sleep of Saints. Faye and her husband’s love affair had been
passionate, but the marriage hell. Faye’s daddy issues and fear of abandonment keep her tied to the
turbulent Davis family. But a physical altercation with Emma leaves Faye fleeing the family home.
Emma calls on demon spirits to rid her family from Faye. The adolescent will only accept a family on
her terms. Faye is determined. She is willing to fight the devil himself to hold on to what is hers.

is voodoo a closed practice: Voodoo Rituals Heike Owusu, 2002 Influence the unconscious
mind. To practice Voodoo is to enter the ancient world of Magik, where secret arts developed from
rituals held by ancient pagans, Native American tribes, Haitians, and Wiccans. Understand Voodoo's
underlying ideas and learn to make use of its powers with illustrated instructions and exercises. Use
charms to bring good luck to your relationships, finances, and health--or curses to keep away
harmful forces and persons. Make and employ the full range of sacred objects: dolls, candles,
incense, ritual clothing, swords, knives, needles and nails, goblets, keys, mirrors, musical
instruments, amulets, and masks, for charm or curse symbols to place in your room, car, or clothing.
Breathing exercises enable you to enter trances, contact the unconscious and even the dead.

is voodoo a closed practice: Witches of America Alex Mar, 2015-10-20 Witches are gathering.
When most people hear the word witches, they think of horror films and Halloween, but to the nearly
one million Americans who practice Paganism today, witchcraft is a nature-worshipping,
polytheistic, and very real religion. So Alex Mar discovers when she sets out to film a documentary
and finds herself drawn deep into the world of present-day magic. Witches of America follows Mar
on her immersive five-year trip into the occult, charting modern Paganism from its roots in 1950s
England to its current American mecca in the San Francisco Bay Area; from a gathering of more
than a thousand witches in the Illinois woods to the New Orleans branch of one of the world's most
influential magical societies. Along the way she takes part in dozens of rituals and becomes involved
with a wild array of characters: a government employee who founds a California priesthood
dedicated to a Celtic goddess of war; American disciples of Aleister Crowley, whose elaborate
ceremonies turn the Catholic mass on its head; second-wave feminist Wiccans who practice a radical
separatist witchcraft; a growing mystery cult whose initiates trace their rites back to a blind shaman
in rural Oregon. This sprawling magical community compels Mar to confront what she believes is



possible-or hopes might be. With keen intelligence and wit, Mar illuminates the world of witchcraft
while grappling in fresh and unexpected ways with the question underlying every faith: Why do we
choose to believe in anything at all? Whether evangelical Christian, Pagan priestess, or atheist, each
of us craves a system of meaning to give structure to our lives. Sometimes we just find it in
unexpected places.

is voodoo a closed practice: Necronomicon George Hay, 1993-10-01 The creation of
Necronomicon is usually ascribed to Lovecraft.

is voodoo a closed practice: Secrets of Voodoo Milo Rigaud, 1985-06 Secrets of Voodoo traces
the development of this complex religion (in Haiti and the Americas) from its sources in the brilliant
civilizations of ancient Africa. This book presents a straightforward account of the gods or loas and
their function, the symbols and signs, rituals, the ceremonial calendar of Voodoo, and the
procedures for performing magical rites are given. Voodoo, derived from words meaning
introspection and mystery, is a system of belief about the formation of the world and human destiny
with clear correspondences in other world religions. Rigaud makes these connections and discloses
the esoteric meaning underlying Voodoo's outward manifestations, which are often misinterpreted.
Translated from the French by Robert B. Cross. Drawings and photographs by Odette
Mennesson-Rigaud. Milo Rigaud was born in Port au Prince, Haiti, in 1903, where he spent the
greater part of his life studying the Voodoo tradition. In Haiti he studied law, and in France
ethnology, psychology, and theology. The involvement of Voodoo in the political struggle of Haitian
blacks for independence was one of his main concerns.

is voodoo a closed practice: Making Gullah Melissa L. Cooper, 2017-03-16 During the 1920s
and 1930s, anthropologists and folklorists became obsessed with uncovering connections between
African Americans and their African roots. At the same time, popular print media and artistic
productions tapped the new appeal of black folk life, highlighting African-styled voodoo as an
essential element of black folk culture. A number of researchers converged on one site in particular,
Sapelo Island, Georgia, to seek support for their theories about African survivals, bringing with them
a curious mix of both influences. The legacy of that body of research is the area's contemporary
identification as a Gullah community. This wide-ranging history upends a long tradition of
scrutinizing the Low Country blacks of Sapelo Island by refocusing the observational lens on those
who studied them. Cooper uses a wide variety of sources to unmask the connections between the
rise of the social sciences, the voodoo craze during the interwar years, the black studies movement,
and black land loss and land struggles in coastal black communities in the Low Country. What
emerges is a fascinating examination of Gullah people's heritage, and how it was reimagined and
transformed to serve vastly divergent ends over the decades.

is voodoo a closed practice: Vodou in Haitian Life and Culture C. Michel, P. Bellegarde-Smith,
2006-11-27 This collection introduces readers to the history and practice of the Vodou religion, and
corrects many misconceptions. The book focuses specifically on the role Vodou plays in Haiti, where
it has its strongest following, examining its influence on spiritual beliefs, cultural practices, national
identity, popular culture, writing and art.

is voodoo a closed practice: Hoodoo and Voodoo Mari Silva, 2021-06-17 Two manuscripts in
one book: Hoodoo: Unlocking the Secret Power of Rootwork, Folk Magic, Conjuration, Witchcratft,
and Mojo Voodoo: Unlocking the Hidden Power of Haitian Vodou and New Orleans Voodoo Hoodoo
is a powerful form of folk magic used for generations to improve the lives of those who practice it.
So, is it relevant today? The quick answer is, yes, it most certainly is. The powers of roots and herbs
are just the tip of the iceberg once you master the craft of Hoodoo. In part one of this book, you will:
Discover the power of mojo and how to use it to bring positivity into your life. Learn how to build a
magical Hoodoo tool kit. Find out how to form powerful bonds with the cosmos. Learn how to
cleanse your body, mind, and home with intense spiritual means. Discover how to invoke the
spiritual world and use deities to bring power to your magic. Find the hidden meanings attached to
candles and the role they play in rituals. Investigate what rootwork is and how to perform it. Explore
the five amazing arts of divination, cleromancy, cartomancy, augury, and oneiromancy. Make the




object of your love fall for you. Attract love and wealth into your life. Learn the most effective
natural ways to protect your home. And so much more! In part two of this book, you will discover the
rich history of Voodoo, including its rituals, spells, practices, and beliefs. In part one of this book,
you will: Learn the common misconceptions about Voodoo and debunk them Discover voodoo
religion's synchronization with Catholicism Understand its two vital branches - the Haitian Vodou
and the New Orleans Voodoo Uncover the shared beliefs, traditions, and rituals practiced by Voodoo
practitioners and devotees Learn about Bondye, the Supreme God, and how Voodooists believe in
and worship Him Explore Lwas and the three major families classifying these spirits Learn
commonly used veves and their symbols Discover how to use and draw the veves Discover the roles
played by gris-gris bags and Voodoo dolls and the basics of making and using them Explore casting
cleansing, protection, and love spells Learn how to summon or invoke the Lwas Investigate common
ceremonies and festivals celebrated by Voodoo practitioners and devotees And so much more! Both
Hoodoo and Voodoo can be used for many purposes to help improve your life. So, what are you
waiting for? Click on the add to cart button to get your copy of this book today!

is voodoo a closed practice: Mama Lola Karen McCarthy Brown, 2001 Vodou is among the
most misunderstood and maligned of the world's religions. Mama Lola shatters the stereotypes by
offering an intimate portrait of Vodou in everyday life. Drawing on a decade-long friendship with
Mama Lola, a Vodou priestess, Brown tells tales spanning five generations of Vodou healers in Mama
Lola's family. 46 illustrations.

is voodoo a closed practice: The Voodoo Doll Spellbook Alvarado, Denise, 2014-06-01
Presents doll spells drawn from New Orleans Voodoo and hoodoo traditions as well as those from
ancient Greece, Egypt, Malaysia, Japan, and Africa, intended to produce fast-acting, long-lasting
magic.

is voodoo a closed practice: Buckland's Complete Book of Witchcraft Raymond Buckland,
1986 This complete self-study course in modern Wicca is a treasured classic - an essential and
trusted guide that belongs in every witch's library.---Back cover

is voodoo a closed practice: Mark of Voodoo Sharon Caulder, 2002 Caulder writes of the links
between her heritage, her spirituality and the practices of Voodoo and Shamanism. color photos.

is voodoo a closed practice: The Candle and the Crossroads Orion Foxwood, 2012-12-01 Learn
the ways of magic and healing from the living, oral tradition of Appalachian Conjure in The Candle
and the Crossroads. Orion Foxwood offers a primer on the real magic and techniques of Southern
root magic, knowledge he learned first-hand growing up in rural Appalachia. Foxwood explains
magical techniques including: Spirit SightWorking by the Signs (the ability to synchronize work such
as farming, fertility of humans and animals, orcharding)ConjuringFaith HealingSettling the Light
(candle magic)Doctoring the Root (the ability to use herbs, roots, stones, or animal parts—bones,
claws, fur, etc. for magic or the clearing, cleansing, and blessing of the spirit of a person, also known
as his or her root)Praying or Dreaming True (Blessings of spirit/God to a person, place, or thing as
well as prophetic or predictive dreaming)Blessing or Cursing The Candle and the Crossroads shows
how to create magic in today’s world with the old ways and traditions of Appalachia.

is voodoo a closed practice: Secret History of Memphis Hoodoo, A: Rootworkers,
Conjurers & Spirituals Tony Kail, 2017 Widely known for its musical influence, Beale Street was
also once a hub for Hoodoo culture. Many blues icons, such as Big Memphis Ma Rainey and Sonny
Boy Williamson, dabbled in the mysterious tradition. Its popularity in some African American
communities throughout the past two centuries fueled racial tension--practitioners faced social
stigma and blame for anything from natural disasters to violent crimes. However, necessity
sometimes outweighed prejudice, and even those with the highest social status turned to Hoodoo for
prosperity, love or retribution. Author Tony Kail traces this colorful Memphis heritage, from the
arrival of Africans in Shelby County to the growth of conjure culture in juke joints and Spiritual
Churches.

is voodoo a closed practice: Jambalaya Luisah Teish, 2021-06-29 A refreshed edition of
Jambalaya: The Natural Woman’s Book of Personal Charms and Practical Rituals—updated with a



note from the author sharing the changes that have occurred in the 30 years since its original
publication. A book of startling remembrances, revelations, directives, and imperatives, filled with
the mysticism, wisdom, and common sense of the African religion of the Mother. It should be read
with the same open-minded love with which it was written.—Alice Walker, author of The Color
Purple Since its original publication in 1985, Jambalaya has become a classic among Women's
Spirituality Educators, practitioners of traditional Africana religions, environmental activists, and
cultural creatives. A mix of memoir, spiritual teachings, and practices from Afro-American traditions
such as Ifa/Orisha, and New Orleans Voudou, it offers a fascinating introduction to the world of
nature-based spirituality, Goddess worship, and rituals from the African diaspora. More relevant
today than it was 36 years ago, the wisdom of Jambalaya reconnects us to the natural and spiritual
world, and the centuries-old traditions of African ancestors, whose voices echo through time, guiding
us and blending with our own.

is voodoo a closed practice: Voodoo of Louisiana Monique Joiner Siedlak, 2019-05-03
Voodoo probably isn’t what you believe it is. Louisiana Voodoo, also identified as New Orleans
Voodoo, represents an inclination of spiritual folkways developed from the traditions of the African
displacement. Voodoo is one of America’s great native-born religious beliefs.

is voodoo a closed practice: Working Conjure Hoodoo Sen Moise, 2018-09-01 Working
Conjure is a blessing. With the increasing commodification of African American and African
Diasporic traditions, books about our practices that are simple, direct, and useful seem few and far
between. Hoodoo Sen Moise manages to balance a solid delivery on the practice of Conjure with just
enough theory to create a foundation to do this spiritual work—which is not, as he also reminds us,
spiritual easy—and to continue the work given to us by our ancestors to heal each other and the
world we share.—Mambo Chita Tann, author of Haitian Vodou Conjure, also known as Hoodoo or
Rootwork, is an old and powerful system of North American folk magic. Its roots derive primarily
from West and Central African spiritual traditions but it developed during the slave trade and its
purpose at that time was to help ease the terrible oppression experienced by the slaves. Working
Conjure explores the history, culture, principles, fundamentals, and ethics of Conjure, while
simultaneously serving as a practical how-to guide for actually doing the work. Author Hoodoo Sen
Moise has been a practitioner for nearly forty years. In Working Conjure, his first book, he shares
the techniques and lessons that will bring Hoodoo alive to those who are new to the practice as well
as useful and enlightening information for the adept. In the book he: Explores the primary materials
used in Conjure Features spells, rituals, and workings for various purposes Guides readers to learn
how to bring this profound school of magic to life “Conjure,” writes Hoodoo Sen Moise, “is not a
religion or spiritual path, per se, but rather magic/spiritual work that is done to bring about change
in a situation. Whether that situation is a relationship, money, a job, revenge, healing, or cleansing,
the fundamental tenet of Conjure is to do work that changes the circumstance.”

is voodoo a closed practice: Voodoo & Hoodoo James Haskins, 1990 Reveals the stories and
secrets of hoodoo doctors, voodoo women, and conjurers who serve the adherents of voodoo and
hoodoo through North America

is voodoo a closed practice: Ye Bok of Ye Art Magical Gerald Gardner, 2015-08-12

is voodoo a closed practice: Hoodwitch Faylita Hicks, 2019 This riveting debut from poet
Faylita Hicks is a reclamation of power for black women and nonbinary people whose bodies have
become the very weapons used against them. HoodWitch tells the story of a young person who
discovers that they are something that can & will survive / a whole century of hunt. Through a series
of poems based on childhood photographs, Hicks invokes the spirits of mothers and daughters, sex
workers and widows, to conjure an alternative to their own early deaths and the deaths of those
whom they have already lost. In this collection about resilience, Hicks speaks about giving her child
up for adoption, mourning the death of her fianc , and embracing the nonbinary femme
body--persevering in the face of medical malpractice, domestic abuse, and police violence. The
poems find people transformed, remade out of smoke & iron into cyborgs and wolves, machines and
witches--beings capable of seeking justice in a world that refuses them the option. Exploring the




intersections of Christianity, modern mysticism, and Afrofuturism in a sometimes urban, sometimes
natural setting, Hicks finds a place where everyone everywhere is hands in the air, where you know
they gonna push & pull it together. / Just like they learned to. It is a place of natural magick--where
someone like Hicks can have more than one name: where they can be both dead and alive, both a
mortal and a god.

is voodoo a closed practice: Ireland's Immortals Mark Williams, 2018-12-04 A sweeping
history of Ireland's native gods, from Iron Age cult and medieval saga to the Celtic Revival and
contemporary fiction Ireland’s Immortals tells the story of one of the world’s great mythologies. The
first account of the gods of Irish myth to take in the whole sweep of Irish literature in both the
nation’s languages, the book describes how Ireland’s pagan divinities were transformed into literary
characters in the medieval Christian era—and how they were recast again during the Celtic Revival
of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. A lively narrative of supernatural beings and
their fascinating and sometimes bizarre stories, Mark Williams’s comprehensive history traces how
these gods—known as the Ttatha Dé Danann—have shifted shape across the centuries. We meet the
Morrigan, crow goddess of battle; the fire goddess Brigit, who moonlights as a Christian saint; the
fairies who inspired ]J.R.R. Tolkien’s elves; and many others. Ireland’s Immortals illuminates why
these mythical beings have loomed so large in the world’s imagination for so long.

is voodoo a closed practice: The Man who Saw Through Time Loren C. Eiseley, 1973

is voodoo a closed practice: VOODOO IN NEW ORLEANS Robert Tallant, 1984-03-01
Interesting investigation and straightforward handling of sensational times and tricksters, of the cult
of voodooism in all its manifestations. From its first known appearances in New Orleans of 200 years
ago, here are the fetishes and formulae, the rites and dances, the cures, charms and gris-gris. Here
were the witch-doctors and queens, and in particular a Doctor John who acquired fame and fortune,
and Marie Laveau, who with her daughter dominated the weird underworld of voodoo for nearly a
century. -Kirkus Reviews Robert Tallant speaks with authority. -The New York Times Much nonsense
has been written about voodoo in New Orleans. . .here is a truthful and definitive picture. -Lyle
Saxton Originally published in 1946, Voodoo In New Orleans examines the origins of the cult
voodooism. The lives of New Orleans's most infamous witch doctors and voodoo queens have been
re-created in this well-researched account of New Orleans's dark underworld.

is voodoo a closed practice: Voodoo Mauro Peressini, Rachel Beauvoir-Dominique, 2012 This
catalog describes the Vodou artifacts from the Marianne Lehmann Collection. It demystifies a
spiritual tradition that remains active in Haiti; one that is haped by a history of slavery, opression
and resistance.

is voodoo a closed practice: Louis Armstrong's New Orleans Thomas Brothers, 2007-03-27
Drawing on first-person accounts, this book tells the rags-to-riches tale of Louis Armstrong's early
life and the social and musical forces in New Orleans that shaped him, their unique relationship, and
their impact on American culture. Illustrations.

is voodoo a closed practice: Tallinn Manual 2.0 on the International Law Applicable to Cyber
Operations Michael N. Schmitt, 2017-02-02 Tallinn Manual 2.0 expands on the highly influential first
edition by extending its coverage of the international law governing cyber operations to peacetime
legal regimes. The product of a three-year follow-on project by a new group of twenty renowned
international law experts, it addresses such topics as sovereignty, state responsibility, human rights,
and the law of air, space, and the sea. Tallinn Manual 2.0 identifies 154 'black letter' rules governing
cyber operations and provides extensive commentary on each rule. Although Tallinn Manual 2.0
represents the views of the experts in their personal capacity, the project benefitted from the
unofficial input of many states and over fifty peer reviewers.

is voodoo a closed practice: Hoodoo Cleansing and Protection Magic Miss Aida, 2020 Does
your house feel a little wonky? Is someone giving you the evil eye? Are you just having a run of bad
luck or have you been cursed? Miss Aida answers all these questions and more. She offers sound,
practical advice for all sorts of dicey situations, both large and small. The book is filled with rituals,
spells, and Miss Aida's own personal magickal formulas for removing negative energies, breaking



malevolent spells, and banishing harmful people so that you can take control and live your best life--

is voodoo a closed practice: Urban Voodoo Christopher S. Hyatt, S. Jason Black, 2008 This
book fills a long-standing need in the literature: Voodoo, Santeria, and Macumba as practised today
in cities throughout the Western world. It is not another history or sociological study, but a candid
personal account by two who came to the religion from the outside. It includes descriptions of the
phenomena triggered by Voodoo practice, divination techniques, spells and a method of
self-initiation.

is voodoo a closed practice: Voodoo Issendai Bechau, 2016-09-14 NEW Second Edition,
Published September 14, 2016Most people have heard of Voodoo before, but if you think it only has
to do with sticking pins into cursed dolls for the purpose of inflicting pain onto your enemies, you
couldn't be further from the truth. Voodoo, or 'Vodou' as it is traditionally referred to, is a
modern-day take on an ancient Haitian religion developed by African-Caribbean slave workers on
island plantations during the period of French Slavery. Apart from simply being just a religion,
Voodoo is actually an entire way of life which is centered around an immense respect for one's
elders. This respect is further expanded towards life philosophies and spirituality, and even extends
into the realm of a great respect for nature. This book is designed to introduce you to the very
essence of Voodoo, and then after you have prepared yourself both mentally and physically to
perform Voodoo spells and rituals, you will learn how to put into practice a very basic Voodoo spell
and protection charm. While you're going through this book, it's important to keep in mind that,
within the practice of Voodoo, everyone is part of the same order, so with a little bit of hard work
and dedication, you too can master the art of voodoo and reap the countless benefits that come with
it. Grab this book now, and let's get started!
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