
how would you summarize neoclassical
literature
how would you summarize neoclassical literature is a question that invites an exploration of one
of the most influential literary movements in history. This article provides a detailed overview of
neoclassical literature, examining its origins, defining characteristics, and major themes. Readers
will discover the historical context that shaped neoclassicism, the values it championed, and the
impact it had on literary forms and genres. The article also highlights the most notable neoclassical
writers and their works, illustrating how they embodied the principles of order, reason, and
decorum. For those seeking to understand neoclassical literature or its significance, this
comprehensive guide offers clear explanations, relevant examples, and a logical structure that
makes complex ideas accessible. Whether you are a student, educator, or literature enthusiast,
continue reading to gain valuable insights into the enduring legacy of neoclassical literature.
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Historical Context of Neoclassical Literature

Neoclassical literature emerged during the late 17th and 18th centuries, a period marked by
significant cultural and intellectual changes in Europe. This literary movement coincided with the
Age of Enlightenment, an era that emphasized reason, scientific inquiry, and a return to classical
ideals. The name “neoclassical” itself reflects a renewed interest in the literature and art of ancient
Greece and Rome, which were seen as models of clarity, balance, and restraint.

Writers and thinkers of the neoclassical period sought to break away from the ornate excesses of the
preceding Baroque and Renaissance eras. They instead advocated for a style that valued harmony,
rationality, and formality. Influenced by philosophical developments, such as those proposed by John
Locke and René Descartes, neoclassical literature often mirrored the orderly structure of society and
government prevalent at the time.

The movement was particularly strong in England and France, where it shaped not only literature
but also art, architecture, and theater. The restoration of the monarchy in England, along with the
rise of scientific exploration, contributed to a climate in which neoclassical ideals flourished. This



historical context is essential for understanding the motivations and achievements of neoclassical
writers.

Defining Characteristics of Neoclassical Writing

Neoclassical literature is distinguished by several key features that set it apart from other literary
movements. Writers of this era prioritized clarity, precision, and adherence to established forms.
Their works often reflected a disciplined approach to language and structure, aiming to instruct as
well as entertain.

Order and Structure: Neoclassical writers favored organized, balanced compositions,
employing strict rules for genres such as poetry, drama, and prose.

Reason and Logic: Rational thought was considered superior to emotion, with writers
emphasizing logical progression and clear argumentation.

Imitation of Classics: Authors looked to ancient Greek and Roman texts as models, imitating
their style, themes, and forms.

Universal Truths: Neoclassical works aimed to express general truths about human nature,
often focusing on typical characters or situations.

Decorum and Restraint: Appropriate language, tone, and behavior were highly valued, with
excess and extravagance discouraged.

These characteristics contributed to a literary style that was both elegant and didactic, reflecting the
intellectual environment of the Enlightenment. By adhering to these principles, neoclassical writers
sought to achieve both artistic perfection and moral instruction.

Major Themes in Neoclassical Literature

Neoclassical literature explored a range of themes relevant to its time, many of which continue to
resonate today. Central among these was the idea of rationality, as writers questioned superstition
and championed the power of reason. Social order and hierarchy were also frequent subjects, as
authors examined the roles and responsibilities of individuals within society.

Reason versus Emotion

One of the core debates in neoclassical literature was the tension between reason and emotion.
Writers generally privileged rational thought, portraying excessive passion as disruptive or
dangerous. This theme is evident in both poetry and drama, where characters are often rewarded for
self-control and punished for impulsiveness.



Satire and Social Critique

Satire became a powerful tool for neoclassical authors, enabling them to critique societal norms,
institutions, and figures of authority. Through sharp wit and irony, writers such as Alexander Pope
and Jonathan Swift exposed hypocrisy and folly, promoting reform and enlightenment.

Morality and Virtue

Neoclassical literature frequently addressed questions of morality and virtue, encouraging readers
to adhere to ethical principles. The portrayal of “ideal” characters and the emphasis on universal
truths reflected a belief in the possibility of personal and social improvement.

Nature and Human Experience

While nature was not romanticized in the neoclassical era, it was often depicted as a rational,
ordered system. Writers explored the relationship between humanity and the natural world,
emphasizing harmony and balance over wildness or unpredictability.

Key Neoclassical Authors and Works

Several prominent authors defined neoclassical literature, each contributing unique perspectives
and achievements. Their works continue to be studied for their stylistic mastery, intellectual depth,
and cultural significance.

Alexander Pope: Known for his satirical verse, Pope’s “The Rape of the Lock” and “An Essay1.
on Criticism” exemplify neoclassical wit and form.

Jonathan Swift: Swift’s “Gulliver’s Travels” and “A Modest Proposal” are landmark satires,2.
blending social criticism with imaginative storytelling.

John Dryden: As a poet, playwright, and critic, Dryden’s works set standards for dramatic and3.
poetic forms during the Restoration period.

Samuel Johnson: Johnson’s essays and his influential dictionary reflect neoclassical values of4.
clarity, order, and moral instruction.

Molière: In France, Molière’s comedies, such as “Tartuffe,” showcase neoclassical ideals5.
through precise structure and moral themes.

These writers, along with many others, played a critical role in shaping the direction of neoclassical
literature and its lasting influence.



Influence and Legacy of Neoclassicism

The impact of neoclassical literature extends far beyond its historical period. Its emphasis on
rationality, form, and universal truths laid the groundwork for later literary movements, including
Romanticism and Realism. The principles developed by neoclassical writers continue to inform
debates about the role of literature in society and the relationship between art and morality.

Neoclassicism also influenced educational curricula, with classical texts and neoclassical works
forming the basis of literary study for generations. The movement’s insistence on clarity and order
has shaped standards for writing and criticism, while its satirical tradition remains a vital force in
contemporary literature and media.

In art, architecture, and political thought, neoclassical ideals can be seen in the design of public
buildings, the rhetoric of leaders, and the structure of democratic institutions. The enduring legacy
of neoclassical literature is evident in its capacity to inspire thoughtful reflection and promote social
progress.

Summary of Neoclassical Literature’s Main Features

To summarize neoclassical literature is to highlight its commitment to classical models, rational
thought, and social order. The movement arose in response to changing intellectual and cultural
currents, offering a disciplined approach to writing that emphasized elegance, restraint, and moral
instruction. Its defining characteristics—order, logic, imitation, decorum, and
universality—distinguish neoclassical works from those of other periods.

Neoclassical literature’s major themes include the triumph of reason over emotion, the importance
of satire and social critique, and the pursuit of moral and aesthetic ideals. Its most notable authors,
such as Pope, Swift, and Dryden, exemplified these values in works that remain influential today.
The legacy of neoclassicism endures in literary theory, education, and popular culture, making it a
foundational movement in the history of literature.

Trending Questions and Answers: How Would You
Summarize Neoclassical Literature

Q: What is neoclassical literature and when did it emerge?
A: Neoclassical literature refers to a literary movement that emerged in Europe during the late 17th
and 18th centuries, characterized by its emphasis on order, rationality, and adherence to classical
models from ancient Greece and Rome.



Q: What are the main features of neoclassical writing?
A: The main features of neoclassical writing include clarity, structured form, logical progression,
imitation of classical texts, decorum, and a focus on universal truths and moral instruction.

Q: Who are the most notable neoclassical authors?
A: Some of the most notable neoclassical authors are Alexander Pope, Jonathan Swift, John Dryden,
Samuel Johnson, and Molière. Their works exemplify the principles and style of the neoclassical
movement.

Q: How does neoclassical literature differ from Romantic
literature?
A: Neoclassical literature emphasizes order, reason, and restraint, while Romantic literature values
emotion, individualism, and imagination. The two movements represent contrasting approaches to
literary expression.

Q: What role does satire play in neoclassical literature?
A: Satire is a central element in neoclassical literature, used by writers to critique societal norms,
expose hypocrisy, and promote reform through wit and irony.

Q: Why did neoclassical writers imitate classical authors?
A: Neoclassical writers believed that ancient Greek and Roman texts represented the highest
standards of literary achievement, so they imitated classical forms and themes to achieve elegance,
balance, and universality.

Q: What are common themes found in neoclassical literature?
A: Common themes include reason versus emotion, morality, social order, satire, and the exploration
of universal human experiences.

Q: How has neoclassical literature influenced modern writing?
A: Neoclassical literature has influenced modern writing by establishing standards for clarity,
structure, and critical analysis, and by inspiring the use of satire and social commentary in
contemporary works.

Q: Is neoclassical literature still relevant today?
A: Yes, neoclassical literature remains relevant for its insights into human nature, its emphasis on
rational thought, and its influence on literary criticism, education, and popular culture.



Q: What is the significance of decorum in neoclassical
literature?
A: Decorum refers to the use of appropriate language and behavior in writing, reflecting the
neoclassical value of restraint and the importance of maintaining harmony and social order in
literary expression.
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How Would You Summarize Neoclassical Literature? A
Concise Guide

Are you grappling with the complexities of Neoclassical literature? Feeling overwhelmed by the
sheer volume of works and the intricate philosophical underpinnings? This comprehensive guide
offers a concise yet insightful summary of Neoclassical literature, providing you with the essential
knowledge to understand its defining characteristics, major authors, and lasting impact. We'll
unravel the key tenets of this influential period, helping you navigate its intricate landscape with
confidence.

H2: Defining the Neoclassical Era: A Period of Reason and Restraint

Neoclassical literature flourished primarily in Europe during the 17th and 18th centuries, mirroring
the broader intellectual movement known as the Enlightenment. Unlike the passionate excesses of
the preceding Baroque era, Neoclassicism embraced reason, order, and restraint as its guiding
principles. This emphasis on logic and rationality found expression in literature through clear,
concise language, structured forms, and a focus on moral instruction and social commentary. The
era's intellectual giants, like John Locke and Isaac Newton, profoundly influenced the literary
landscape, promoting a belief in human reason's capacity to understand and improve the world.

H2: Key Characteristics of Neoclassical Literature

Several key characteristics define Neoclassical literature, setting it apart from other literary periods:

H3: Emphasis on Reason and Logic: Neoclassical writers prioritized reason and logic over emotion
and imagination. Their works often explored philosophical themes, ethical dilemmas, and societal
issues using a clear, analytical approach.

H3: Imitation of Classical Models: The term "Neoclassical" itself highlights the era's deep admiration
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for Classical Greek and Roman literature. Writers consciously imitated the styles, forms, and themes
of ancient masterpieces, striving for perfection and elegance in their work. This imitation extended
to genres like epic poetry, tragedy, and satire.

H3: Focus on Moral Instruction: Neoclassical literature often served a didactic purpose, aiming to
teach moral lessons and guide readers towards virtuous behavior. Works frequently explored themes
of duty, honor, and social responsibility, reinforcing societal norms and values.

H3: Formal Structure and Style: Neoclassical works typically adhered to strict formal structures and
stylistic conventions. Poetry, for instance, often followed specific metrical patterns and rhyming
schemes, prioritizing order and precision. Prose maintained a formal and polished tone.

H3: Use of Satire and Wit: Satire became a powerful tool for social commentary during the
Neoclassical era. Writers employed wit and irony to expose hypocrisy, folly, and societal ills,
prompting reflection and reform. Alexander Pope's satirical works are prime examples of this
technique.

H2: Major Authors and Their Contributions

The Neoclassical period produced a constellation of influential writers whose works continue to
resonate today. Some notable examples include:

H3: John Milton (Paradise Lost): While technically bridging the Renaissance and Neoclassicism,
Milton's epic poem exemplifies the era's interest in classical forms and moral instruction.

H3: Alexander Pope (The Rape of the Lock, Essay on Criticism): Pope mastered satire and wit, using
them to critique societal follies and establish himself as a leading voice of the era.

H3: Jonathan Swift (Gulliver's Travels): Swift's satirical masterpiece uses fantasy to expose human
vices and the limitations of reason itself.

H3: Molière (Tartuffe, The Misanthrope): The French playwright Molière brilliantly used comedy to
satirize hypocrisy and social pretension.

H3: Jean Racine (Phèdre): Racine's tragedies exemplify the Neoclassical focus on structure, moral
dilemmas, and restrained emotions.

H2: Lasting Impact and Legacy

Neoclassical literature significantly influenced the development of Western literature and continues
to shape our understanding of aesthetics, ethics, and social commentary. Its emphasis on reason,
structure, and moral instruction left an enduring mark on subsequent literary movements. The
legacy of the Neoclassical era is visible in various forms, including the structured elegance of 18th-
century prose, the enduring power of satire, and the continued exploration of ethical dilemmas in
modern literature.

Conclusion:

Neoclassical literature represents a significant period in literary history, characterized by its



embrace of reason, its adherence to classical models, and its focus on moral instruction. While its
rigid structures and emphasis on restraint might seem distant from contemporary sensibilities, its
exploration of enduring themes of human nature, social order, and ethical conduct remains
powerfully relevant. Understanding the key characteristics and major authors of this era provides
invaluable insight into the development of Western literature and its ongoing influence on our
cultural landscape.

FAQs:

1. What is the difference between Neoclassicism and the Enlightenment? While interconnected,
Neoclassicism is primarily a literary movement reflecting Enlightenment ideals. The Enlightenment
was a broader philosophical and intellectual movement emphasizing reason, individualism, and
scientific inquiry, which heavily influenced Neoclassical literature.

2. Did Neoclassical literature only focus on serious themes? No, while moral instruction was
important, Neoclassical literature also incorporated humor, wit, and satire to critique society and
explore human nature.

3. How did Neoclassicism influence later literary movements? Neoclassicism's emphasis on structure
and clarity influenced Romanticism's reaction against its constraints, while its focus on satire and
social commentary remains prominent in modern literature.

4. Are there any modern examples of Neoclassical style? While not directly imitative, some
contemporary writers utilize elements of Neoclassical style, such as structured narratives, clear
prose, and satirical commentary on societal issues.

5. Where can I find more information about Neoclassical literature? A good starting point is
exploring scholarly articles and books on 17th and 18th-century literature, as well as focusing on
individual authors and their key works. Online resources and university libraries offer a wealth of
information.

  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: The Irreconcilable Inconsistencies of
Neoclassical Macroeconomics John Weeks, 2012-02-23 In the course of this book it is argued that
the loss of what is essentially macro in Keynes is the result of a preference for a form of equilibrium
analysis that gives unqualified support to the ideology of free markets. In the case of Marx, his
theory of exploitation and from this the stress on class struggle, led to an almost complete neglect of
his contribution to the analysis of the aggregate demand and supply of commodities.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Crisis and Restructuring in East Asia
S. Jeong, 2004-07-20 This book criticizes the widespread view that the 1997 Asian crisis was due to
'crony capitalism' and puts the blame instead on misguided liberalization. It analyzes the case of
Korea's business conglomerates, the chaebol, with particular attention to the car industry, to show
how liberalization contributed to the crisis even at the level of the firm. It shows how those firms
that had developed innovative capabilities survived the crisis much better than those that had
merely expanded into markets opened up by liberalization.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Handbook of Macroeconomics John B.
Taylor, Harald Uhlig, 2016-12-01 Handbook of Macroeconomics surveys all major advances in
macroeconomic scholarship since the publication of Volume 1 (1999), carefully distinguishing
between empirical, theoretical, methodological, and policy issues. It courageously examines why
existing models failed during the financial crisis, and also addresses well-deserved criticism head on.



With contributions from the world's chief macroeconomists, its reevaluation of macroeconomic
scholarship and speculation on its future constitute an investment worth making. - Serves a double
role as a textbook for macroeconomics courses and as a gateway for students to the latest research -
Acts as a one-of-a-kind resource as no major collections of macroeconomic essays have been
published in the last decade
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: The Oxford Handbook of Restoration
Literature Matthew C. Augustine, Steven N. Zwicker, 2024-11-06 The Oxford Handbook of
Restoration Literature begins by asking if there was a distinctive literature of the Restoration. For a
long time, the answer seemed obvious: heroic drama, libertine comedy, scandalous lyrics, and the
short but brilliant career of John Wilmot, earl of Rochester. Could there be an age when the
coincidence of literary culture and political rule were any more obvious? But as this Handbook will
remind us, some of the most wonderful literature of this Restoration came from writers who had
lived across the decades of turbulence and into an age when the Stuart kings returned, when the
Church and House of Lords were restored, a world made safe for bishops and for the memory of
divine right rule. Of course, these returns and restorations did not meet with uniform celebration.
John Milton wrote his great epic poems not in quiet submission but in a kind of resistance to the
dominant culture of the 1660s, and Andrew Marvell produced his most brilliant satiric verse by
holding up a looking glass to court corruption and Anglican intolerance. So we begin with the most
obvious conclusion: Restoration literature does and does not fit to the categories that so long defined
the late Stuart age. This book explores and contests, challenges and reimagines the experience
embodied by the writing of the late Stuart world and invites readers new to this world and those who
have often read its literatures to the pleasures but as well to the challenges and discomforts of its
texts.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Analytical Political Economy Roberto
Veneziani, Luca Zamparelli, 2018-04-09 Offering a unique picture of recent developments in a range
of non-conventional theoretical approaches in economics, this book introduces readers to the study
of Analytical Political Economy and the changes within the subject. Includes a wide range of topics
and theoretical approaches that are critically and thoroughly reviewed Contributions within the book
are written according to the highest standards of rigor and clarity that characterize academic work
Provides comprehensive and well-organized surveys of cutting-edge empirical and theoretical work
covering an exceptionally wide range of areas and fields Topics include macroeconomic theories of
growth and distribution; agent-based and stock-flow consistent models; financialization and Marxian
price and value theory Investigates exploitation theory; trade theory; the role of expectations and
‘animal spirits’ on macroeconomic performance as well as empirical research in Marxian economics
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: The British Tradition EMC/Paradigm
Publishing, 2003
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: An Essay on Criticism ... Alexander Pope,
1711
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: English Literature and Ancient
Languages Kenneth Haynes, 2007 Literature in English is hardly ever entirely in English - as well as
other influences, since the Renaissance, Latin and Greek have been an important presence in British
poetry and prose. This book investigates the phenomenon.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Transforming America Michael C.
LeMay, 2012-12-10 Utilizing multiple perspectives of related academic disciplines, this three-volume
set of contributed essays enables readers to understand the complexity of immigration to the United
States and grasp how our history of immigration has made this nation what it is today. Transforming
America: Perspectives on U.S. Immigration covers immigration to the United States from the
founding of America to the present. Comprising 3 volumes of 31 original scholarly essays, the work
is the first of its kind to explore immigration and immigration policy in the United States throughout
its history. These essays provide a variety of interdisciplinary perspectives from experts in cultural
anthropology, history, political science, economics, and education. The book will provide readers



with a critical understanding of the historical precedents to today's mass migration. Viewing the
immigration issue from the perspectives of the contributors' various relevant disciplines enables a
better grasp of the complex conundrum presented by legal and illegal immigration policy.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Economics, Culture and Development
Eiman O. Zein-Elabdin, 2017-09-19 This book examines the treatment of culture and development in
the discipline of economics, thereby filling a conspicuous gap in current literature. Economics has
come a long way to join the ‘cultural turn’ that has swept the humanities and social sciences in the
last half century. This volume identifies some of the issues that major philosophies of economics
must address to better grasp the cultural complexity of contemporary economies. This book is an
extensive survey of the place of culture and development in four theoretical economic
perspectives—Neoclassical, Marxian, Institutionalist, and Feminist. Organized in nine chapters with
three appendices and a compendium of over 50 interpretations of culture by economists, this book
covers vast grounds from classical political economy to contemporary economic thought. The
literatures reviewed include original and new institutionalism, cultural economics, postmodern
Marxism, economic feminism, and the current culture and development discourse on subjects such
as economic growth in East Asia, businesswomen entrepreneurs in West Africa, and comparative
development in different parts of Europe. Zein-Elabdin carries the project further by borrowing
some of the insights from postcolonial theory to call for a more profound rethinking of the place of
culture and of currently devalued cultures in economic theory. This book is of great interest for
those who study Economic development, International relations, feminist economics, and Economic
geography
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Contending Economic Theories
Richard D. Wolff, Stephen A. Resnick, 2012-09-07 A systematic comparison of the 3 major economic
theories—neoclassical, Keynesian, and Marxian—showing how they differ and why these differences
matter in shaping economic theory and practice. Contending Economic Theories offers a unique
comparative treatment of the three main theories in economics as it is taught today: neoclassical,
Keynesian, and Marxian. Each is developed and discussed in its own chapter, yet also differentiated
from and compared to the other two theories. The authors identify each theory's starting point, its
goals and foci, and its internal logic. They connect their comparative theory analysis to the larger
policy issues that divide the rival camps of theorists around such central issues as the role
government should play in the economy and the class structure of production, stressing the different
analytical, policy, and social decisions that flow from each theory's conceptualization of economics.
Building on their earlier book Economics: Marxian versus Neoclassical, the authors offer an
expanded treatment of Keynesian economics and a comprehensive introduction to Marxian
economics, including its class analysis of society. Beyond providing a systematic explanation of the
logic and structure of standard neoclassical theory, they analyze recent extensions and
developments of that theory around such topics as market imperfections, information economics,
new theories of equilibrium, and behavioral economics, considering whether these advances
represent new paradigms or merely adjustments to the standard theory. They also explain why
economic reasoning has varied among these three approaches throughout the twentieth century,
and why this variation continues today—as neoclassical views give way to new Keynesian
approaches in the wake of the economic collapse of 2008.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Yearbook of Morphology 2001 G.E. Booij,
Jaap van Marle, 2013-03-14 The Yearbook of Morphology 2001 focuses on the notion of productivity,
the role of analogy in coining new words, and constraints on affix ordering in a number of Germanic
languages are investigated. Other topics include the necessity and the role of the paradigm in
morphological analyses, the relation between form and meaning in morphology, the accessibility of
the internal morphological structure of complex words, and the interaction of morphology and
prosody in truncation processes.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Annual Review of Gerontology and
Geriatrics, Volume 40 Jessica A Kelley, PhD, 2020-07-28 This fortieth volume of Annual Review of



Gerontology and Geriatrics focuses on economic inequality in later life. Cutting-edge chapters
discuss the complex factors that can lead to advancing our understanding of economic inequalities.
The volume includes perspectives on the changing pathways in later life, retirement income and
security, race and associated advantages and disadvantages, and social rights for the elderly. The
contributions in this volume discuss state-of-the-art research and keen insights into this increasingly
important topic. Key Topics: Reconstructing Work and Retirement: Changing Pathways and
Inequalities in Late Life Neoliberalism and the Future of Retirement Security Families in Later Life:
A Consequence and Engine of Social Inequalities Increasing Risks, Costs, and Retirement Income
Inequality Intentionality, Power, and Systemic Processes: Race and the Study of Cumulative
Dis/Advantage Social Rights of the Elderly as Part of the New Human Rights Agenda:
Non-contributory Pensions in Civil Society in Mexico
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Translation and Academic Journals
Yifeng Sun, 2015-10-21 This volume comes at a time of rapid expansion in the discipline of
Translation Studies and the growth of related journals. Experts and editors of leading journals in the
field probe the interactive relationship between the production of journals and the development of
Translation Studies and provide a contextual framework for evaluating the field.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Ideology and Form in
Eighteenth-century Literature David H. Richter, 1999 A dozen renowned scholars discuss each
other's work and attempt to come to terms with the central theoretical issues about which the
discipline disagrees. Focusing primarily on Henry Fielding, the essays employ and defend positions
within feminism, Marxism, Bour-delian analysis, queer theory, and cultural studies, along with a
more theoretically savvy version of formalist criticism.--BOOK JACKET.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Elegy in a Country Churchyard Thomas
Gray, 1888
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: A Survey of Agricultural Economics
Literature Lee R. Martin, 1977
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Neoclassical Economic Theory, 1870
to 1930 Klaus Hennings, Warren J. Samuels, 2012-12-06 Warren J. Samuels Each book in this series
explores the present status of its field in terms of where it is, how it got there, the existing tensions
within the field, and something of how the field might develop in the future. Each book presumes
that work in each field is neither settled nor unequivocal. Each book attempts to comprehend its
field as an evolving, developmental process or set or efforts. This particular book, covering
neoclassical economics, is the third of three in the field of the History of Economic Thought. The
others are Pre-Classical Economic Thought, edited by S. Todd Lowry, and Classical Political
Economy, edited by William O. Thweatt. Each one conducts the same kind of analysis as the others
in the series, with the understanding that here we are dealing with the history of interpretation,
rather than a substantive body of analysis of a certain aspect of the economy: for example, labor or
international trade. (That understanding must be com plex and subtle, inasmuch as revision of
interpretation of earlier ideas is part of the process-both cause and consequence-of re-analyzing the
economy. ) In this group we are interested in how recent and contemporary writers have interpreted
the history of economic thought differently, both among themselves and from earlier writers. 1
NEOCLASSICAL ECONOMIC lHEORY 2 Several topics must be discussed to place such work in
perspective, in part as it is here applied to the history of the interpretation of neoclassical
economics.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: The Review of Economic Performance
and Social Progress 2002 Institute for Research on Public Policy, Centre for the Study of Living
Standards, 2002 Topics covered include productivity concepts and trends, government fiscal
balances and environmental sustainability, social determination of productivity, demographics,
human capital and social diversity, social policy, inequality and productivity.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: The Economics of Persistent Innovation:
An Evolutionary View Christian Bas, William Latham, 2009-06-04 William Latham Christian Le Bas



Persistence of firm innovative behavior became an important topic in applied industrial organization
with the publication of the seminal empirical work of P. Geroski and his colleagues (1997). Evidence
that firms innovate persistently has led previous studies to focus on the determinants of innovation
persistence and on its heterogeneity across industries, technologies and countries. The aims of this
book are: (1) to illumine the scale and scope of the phenomenon of persistence in innovation, and (2)
to account for the principal factors that explain why some firms innovates persistently and others do
not. Because this book deals intensively and extensively with the subject of firm innovation
persistence, which is not, as yet, a well-known term, we need to provide a nontrivial definition of it
that encompasses the full range topics we want to address and aids our understanding of how they
are related to each other. We begin with a careful identification of innovation. Our first definition is
drawn from K. Pavitt (2003), innovation processes involve the exploration and exploitation of
opportunities for a new or improved product, process or service, based either on an advance in
technical practice or a change in market demand, or a combination of the two. While this definition
is clear, and conforms well to both our empirical and theoretical perspectives, some elaboration may
help to clarify the concept.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: The Foundations of Behavioral
Economic Analysis Sanjit Dhami, 2019-02-14 This first volume of The Foundations of Behavioral
Economic Analysis covers the opening topic found in this definitive introduction to the subject: the
behavioral economics of risk, uncertainty, and ambiguity. It is an essential guide for advanced
undergraduate and postgraduate students seeking a concise and focused text on this important
subject, and examines how the decision maker chooses his optimal action in the presence of risk,
uncertainty, and ambiguity. This updated extract from Dhami's leading textbook allows the reader to
pursue subsections of this vast and rapidly growing field and to tailor their reading to their specific
interests in behavioural economics.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Perceiving Gender Locally, Globally, and
Intersectionally Vasilikie (Vicky) Demos, Marcia Texler Segal, 2009-06-26 Addresses questions about
how feminist scholars conceptualize gender and view it in relationship to other attributes of
individuals and of social systems. This book strives for intersectional analyses broadening that
approach beyond the gender, race and class paradigm to include sexuality, employing a variety of
methodologies.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Literature in Late Monolingualism David
Gramling, 2024-11-14 Monolingualism is bad; literature is good - right? For many of us
monolingualism is associated with closed-mindedness, political nationalism, and a general hostility
to diverse knowledges and experiences of the world. In contrast, literature continues to stand
allegedly unbeholden, as a symbolic beacon for expansive human expression and insight - making
meaning astride Earth's thousands of human languages. But what if this division of virtue and vice
isn't quite right, leading us to overlook the uninterrupted historical and aesthetic collusion between
political monolingualism and literary novels today? What if novels made in a European mold tend to
be much more indebted to monolingual structures, ideologies, and styles than their publishers, and
even their critics, care to acknowledge? Instead of whistling past such a discomfort, Literature in
Late Monolingualism recognizes it squarely - detailing the important ways in which many authors of
contemporary novels do so too. As it turns out, these authors and their novels tend to be far less
skittish than their marketers are about the vast implications of monolingualism in literature, literary
critique, and civic life. Rather than rebuking monolingualism as a social vice or a personal
shortcoming, authors from China Miéville to Dorthe Nors to Karin Tidbeck to Neal Stephenson
investigate it dauntlessly, aiming to show us in vivid terms how monolingualism is still often calling
the shots in our globalized aesthetic and political cultures today.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Measuring Welfare beyond
Economics Claudio O. Delang, Yi Hang Yu, 2015-06-26 Dissatisfaction with the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) as an indicator of a country’s development or a population’s wellbeing led to the
development of the Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI). The GPI is an aggregate index of over 20



economic, social and environmental indicators, and accounts for both the welfare benefits of
economic growth, and the social and environmental costs which accompany that economic growth.
The result is better information about the level of welfare or well-being of a country’s population.
This book measures the GPI of Hong Kong and Singapore from 1968 to 2010. It finds that for both
countries, economic output (as measured by the GDP) has grown more than welfare (as measured by
the GPI), but important differences are also found. In Hong Kong, the GPI has grown for the whole
period under consideration, while in Singapore the GPI has stalled from 1993. This is in line with
most countries and is explained by the threshold hypothesis which states that beyond a certain level
of economic development the benefits of further economic growth are outweighed by even higher
environmental and social costs. The book argues that the growth of Hong Kong’s GPI is due to its
favourable relationship with China and in particular its ability to export low-wage jobs and polluting
industries, rather than successful domestic policies. A stalling or shrinking GPI calls for alternative
policies than the growth economy promoted by neoclassical economists, and the book explores an
alternative model, that of the Steady State Economy (SSE).
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: The Entrepreneur Sophie Boutillier,
Dimitri Uzunidis, 2016-11-22 This book presents the economic theories with regards to the
entrepreneur of yesterday and those of more recent years, on which issue research has been
developing exponentially since the last third of the 20th Century. Much of this book will be devoted
to contemporary theories. This presentation of economic theories of the entrepreneur leads us to
wonder about the structural development of the free enterprise system in the short and the long
term. The proliferation of entrepreneurial initiatives leads in effect to a profound transformation of
modes of production and work, for example under the current phenomenon of uberization economy.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Empirical Post Keynesian Economics
Richard P F Holt, Steven Pressman, 2014-12-18 This text highlights the major empirical questions
and issues facing Post Keynesian economics today. Featuring contributions by leading Post
Keynesian economists, it focuses on public policy and real-life analysis of this vibrant and dynamic
economic theory. In language that is accessible to upper-level undergraduate and graduate students,
professional economists, and public policy makers, each of the chapters takes on a specific issue of
concern to all professional economists, provides empirical analysis of the issue, and then discusses
the Post Keynesian view on the topic and contrasts it with the orthodox perspective. The topics
covered are grouped into three main categories: empirical studies of consumption; empirical studies
of business investment; and empirical studies of international economic relations.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: The SAGE Handbook of Contemporary
China Weiping Wu, Mark Frazier, 2018-07-09 The study of contemporary China constitutes a
fascinating yet challenging area of scholarly inquiry. Recent decades have brought dramatic changes
to China′s economy, society and governance. Analyzing such changes in the context of multiple
disciplinary perspectives offers opportunites as well as challenges for scholars in the field known as
contemporary China Studies. The SAGE Handbook of Contemporary China is a two-volume
exploration of the transformations of contemporary China, firmly grounded in the both disciplinary
and China-specific contexts. Drawing on a range of scholarly approaches found in the social sciences
and history, an international team of contributors engage with the question of what a rapidly
changing China means for the broader field of contemporary China studies, and identify areas of
promising future research. Part 1: Context: History, Economy, and the Environment Part 2:
Economic Transformations Part 3: Politics and Government Part 4: China on the Global Stage Part 5:
China′s Foreign Policy Part 6: National and Nested Identities Part 7: Urbanization and Spatial
Development Part 8: Poverty and Inequality Part 9: Social Change Part 10: Future Directions for
Contemporary China Studies
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Knowledge, Information, and
Expectations in Modern Macroeconomics Philippe Aghion, Roman Frydman, Joseph E. Stiglitz,
Michael Woodford, 2021-01-12 Macroeconomics would not be what it is today without Edmund
Phelps. This book assembles the field's leading figures to highlight the continuing influence of his



ideas from the past four decades. Addressing the most important current debates in macroeconomic
theory, it focuses on the rates at which new technologies arise and information about markets is
dispersed, information imperfections, and the heterogeneity of beliefs as determinants of an
economy's performance. The contributions, which represent a breadth of contemporary theoretical
approaches, cover topics including the real effects of monetary disturbances, difficulties in
expectations formation, structural factors in unemployment, and sources of technical progress.
Based on an October 2001 conference honoring Phelps, this incomparable volume provides the most
comprehensive and authoritative account in years of the present state of macroeconomics while also
pointing to its future. The fifteen chapters are by the editors and by Daron Acemoglu, Jess Benhabib,
Guillermo A. Calvo, Oya Celasun, Michael D. Goldberg, Bruce Greenwald, James J. Heckman, Bart
Hobijn, Peter Howitt, Hehui Jin, Charles I. Jones, Michael Kumhof, Mordecai Kurz, David Laibson,
Lars Ljungqvist, N. Gregory Mankiw, Dale T. Mortensen, Maurizio Motolese, Stephen Nickell, Luca
Nunziata, Wolfgang Ochel, Christopher A. Pissarides, Glenda Quintini, Ricardo Reis, Andrea Repetto,
Thomas J. Sargent, Jeremy Tobacman, and Gianluca Violante. Commenting are Olivier J. Blanchard,
Jean-Paul Fitoussi, Mark Gertler, Robert E. Hall, Robert E. Lucas, Jr., David H. Papell, Robert A.
Pollak, Robert M. Solow, Nancy L. Stokey, and Lars E. O. Svensson. Also included are reflections by
Phelps, a preface by Paul A. Samuelson, and the editors' introduction.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: The Rape of the Lock Alexander Pope,
1751
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Margaret Fuller Charles Capper,
2010-02-08 Filled with dramatic, ironic, and sometimes tragic turns, this superb biography captures
the story of one of America's most extraordinary figures, producing at once the best life of Fuller
ever written, and one of the great biographies in American history. In Volume II, Charles Capper
illuminates Fuller's public years, focusing on her struggles to establish her identity as an influential
intellectual woman in the Romantic Age. He brings to life Fuller's dramatic mixture of inward
struggles, intimate social life, and deep engagements with the movements of her time. He describes
how Fuller struggled to reconcile high avant-garde cultural ideals and Romantic critical methods
with democratic social and political commitments, and how she strove to articulate a cosmopolitan
vision for her nation's culture and politics. Capper also offers fresh and often startlingly new
treatments of Fuller's friendships with Ralph Waldo Emerson, Thomas Carlyle, and Giuseppe
Mazzini, in addition to many others.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Handbook of Competition in Banking and
Finance Jacob A. Bikker, Laura Spierdijk, 2017-09-29 For academics, regulators and policymaker
alike, it is crucial to measure financial sector competition by means of reliable, well-established
methods. However, this is easier said than done. The goal of this Handbook is to provide a collection
of state-of-the-art chapters to address this issue. The book consists of four parts, the first of which
discusses the characteristics of various measures of financial sector competition. The second part
includes several empirical studies on the level of, and trends in, competition across countries. The
third part deals with the spillovers of market power to other sectors and the economy as a whole.
Finally, the fourth part considers competition in banking submarkets and subsectors.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Greece and Turkey in the 21st Century
Chrēstos G. Kollias, Gülay Günlük-Şenesen, 2003 Table of contents
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: The Changing Nature of Work Frank
Ackerman, Neva R. Goodwin, Laurie Dougherty, Kevin Gallagher, 1998-10 Human impacts on the
environment are largely driven by economic forces. If a more ecologically sustainable world is to be
achieved, significant changes must be made to the current growth- and consumption-dependent
economic system. The Frontier Issues in Economic Thought series was designed to assist the
growing number of economists and others who are responding to the need for new thinking about
economics in the face of environmental and social forces that are reshaping the world.The Changing
Nature of Work examines the causes and effects of the rapid transformation of the world of work. It
provides concise summaries of the key writings on work and workplace issues, extending the



frontiers of labor economics to include the often overlooked social and psychological dimensions of
work.The book begins with a foreword by former Secretary of Labor Robert Reich that presents
labor in contemporary perspective. An introductory overview provides a brief history of the changing
nature of work and situates current problems in the context of longer-term developments. Following
that are eight topical sections that feature three- to five-page summaries for each of the ten to
twelve most important articles or book chapters on a subject.Sections cover.new directions in labor
economics social and psychological dimensions of work and unemployment globalization and labor
new technologies and organizational change flexibility and internal labor markets new patterns of
industrial relations family, gender, paid and unpaid work difference and diversity in the
workplaceThe book provides a roadmap for scholars on the vast and diverse literature concerning
labor issues, and affords students a quick overview of that rapidly changing field. It is an important
contribution to the series and is a valuable book for anyone interested in labor, as well as for
students and scholars of labor economics, industrial sociology, industrial relations, social
psychology, and their respective disciplines.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Policy Transfer and Norm Circulation
Laure Delcour, Elsa Tulmets, 2019-04-11 Policy Transfer and Norm Circulation brings together
various fields in the humanities and social sciences to propose a renewed analysis of policy transfer
and norm circulation, by offering cross-regional case studies and providing both a comprehensive
and innovative understanding of policy transfer. The book introduces a constructive interdisciplinary
dialogue and comparative approach, highlighting the partial and fragmented understanding of policy
transfer and the questions and challenges in the study of policy transfer in three parts. Firstly,
notions of transfer and circulation, including law, (political) economy, sociology and history;
secondly, a focus on European studies and the transfer of norms, both within and outside the EU;
and finally, an examination within a broader IR context. This text will be of key interest to scholars
and students of European Union politics/studies, international relations, public policy, economics
and law, as well as practitioners dealing with regional integration.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Seeing Like a State James C. Scott,
2020-03-17 “One of the most profound and illuminating studies of this century to have been
published in recent decades.”—John Gray, New York Times Book Review Hailed as “a magisterial
critique of top-down social planning” by the New York Times, this essential work analyzes disasters
from Russia to Tanzania to uncover why states so often fail—sometimes catastrophically—in grand
efforts to engineer their society or their environment, and uncovers the conditions common to all
such planning disasters. “Beautifully written, this book calls into sharp relief the nature of the world
we now inhabit.”—New Yorker “A tour de force.”— Charles Tilly, Columbia University
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Handbook on the Entrepreneurial
University Alain Fayolle, Dana T. Redford, 2014-01-01 This insightful Handbook offers a lens
through which to view entrepreneurship strategy for higher education institutions, as it becomes
increasingly necessary for universities to consider changing their strategies, culture and practices to
become more entrepreneurial. Is the idea of an entrepreneurial university a myth or a reality? Is the
university model capable of adapting to new evolving trends and a more complex professional world?
And, what is the impact of entrepreneurship in education? Through extensive research and case
studies from some of the leading entrepreneurial thinkers around the world, Alain Fayolle and Dana
Redford answer these questions and raise further issues for debate. Particular focus is given to
developing university strategy, public policy and start-up support as a means to foster graduate
entrepreneurship. Each contribution explores different perspectives related to the entrepreneurial
university concept and its role in stimulating economic growth through cooperative relationships
with business and government. As a comprehensive study of the entrepreneurial university, this
Handbook will prove invaluable to business and entrepreneurship students and academics, as well
as university administrators, researchers and others interested in the evolution of the university.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Rebel Economies Nicola Di Cosmo,
Didier Fassin, Clémence Pinaud, 2021-05-18 As a pervasive occurrence in the contemporary world,



wars and their economic sources are defining social and political processes in a variety of national
and transnational contexts. Rebel Economies: Warlords, Insurgents, Humanitarians explores
historical, anthropological and political dimensions of war economies by non-state actors across
different periods and regions, while presenting their multiple manifestations as a unified, congruent
phenomenon. Through a variety of conceptual and disciplinary approaches, the authors investigate,
in the past and present and across three continents, the nexuses between economy, war, social
transformation and state-building, revealing in the process differences and similarities that would
otherwise remain hidden. Through this broad-gauge approach, the book aims, first, to rethink much
of the debate around “non-state war economies,” and, secondly, to expand the conversation by
consciously treating this theme as a conspicuous and distinct aspect of both economy and war. This
is not just a different approach but a fundamental departure from the ways in which current
discussions over the economy of wars, civil conflicts, and revolutions, have informed research
orientations over several decades.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: Psychological Economics P. Earl,
2012-12-06 Peter E. Earl There is no doubt that it is appropriate for a series on Modern Economic
Thought to include a book on the recent development of economic analysis incorporating ideas from
psychology. This book was designed to appear in 1987, 15 years after the publication of a now
classic collection of essays in honor of George Katona (Strumpel et aI. , 1972), who throughout the
fifties and sixties had been tirelessly trying to persuade economists of the virtues of an infusion of
psychology into their work. In the intervening 15 years there has been a considerable growth of
interest along the lines for which Katona had been arguing. Many psychology-based economics mon
ographs have appeared; a specialist quarterly, the Journal of Economic Psychology, commenced
publication in 1981, with 1985 seeing the first issue of the Journal of Interdisciplinary Economics as
yet another addition to growing ranks of psychology-friendly journals such as the Journal of
Consumer Research and the Journal of Social Economics; and recently, within psychology itself,
symposia have been taking place with a focus on the economics/psychology interface - for example,
see the entire June 1982 issue of the British Journal of Social Psychology. For someone like myself,
strongly committed to a psychological approach to economics, a 1 2 PSYCHOLOGICAL ECONOMICS
problem of information overload and consequent ignorance of pertinent developments already looms
large as a possibility.
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: The Politics of Language in Romantic
Literature Richard Marggraf Turley, 2002-12-11 This innovative study examines a range of canonical
and non-canonical materials to open a new narrative on the mutually illuminating interchange
between Romantic literature and philological theory in the late-eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. Arguing that philology can no longer be treated as something that did not happen to
Romantic authors, this book undertakes a substantial revision of our understanding of the
intellectual and political contexts that helped determine the Romantic consciousness
  how would you summarize neoclassical literature: State Versus Nongovernmental
Organization Management of Transportation Resources Sylvan Clement Jolibois, 1993
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