kansas football coaches history

kansas football coaches history is a compelling journey through the individuals who have shaped
the University of Kansas football program. From its early beginnings in the late 19th century to the
modern era, the history of Kansas football coaches is filled with moments of leadership, innovation,
challenges, and triumphs. This article explores the evolution of coaching at Kansas, highlighting
legendary figures, significant milestones, and the broader impact coaches have had on the team’s
culture and performance. Readers will discover how these coaches influenced recruiting, player
development, and the direction of the program over time. Whether you are a die-hard Jayhawks fan,
a sports history enthusiast, or simply interested in the dynamics of college football coaching, this
comprehensive guide provides a detailed look into the historical landscape of Kansas football
coaches. It uncovers memorable eras, coaching transitions, and the legacy left behind by key
personalities. Continue reading to learn about the fascinating kansas football coaches history, their
achievements, and the stories that shaped the team’s identity.

e Early Origins and First Kansas Football Coaches
e Key Eras and Influential Coaches in Kansas Football History
e Notable Achievements and Coaching Milestones
e Challenges and Changes in Coaching Leadership

e Legacy and Impact of Kansas Football Coaches

e Frequently Asked Questions About Kansas Football Coaches History

Early Origins and First Kansas Football Coaches

The history of Kansas football coaches dates back to the late 1800s, coinciding with the formative
years of collegiate football in America. The University of Kansas, established in 1865, embraced
football in the 1890s, leading to the appointment of its earliest coaches. These pioneers laid the
foundation for the program, often balancing multiple roles and responsibilities as the sport was still
developing.

The Beginnings of Kansas Football

Football at Kansas began in 1890, and the first coach was Edwin Mortimer Hopkins, an English
professor who led the team through its inaugural season. During these early years, coaches were
often faculty members or volunteers rather than professional football strategists. Their approach
focused on instilling discipline, teamwork, and the basic principles of the game.



Prominent Early Coaches

e Edwin Mortimer Hopkins (1890): The first coach, known for his dedication to developing
student-athletes.

e Fielding H. Yost (1899): Later famous for his tenure at Michigan, Yost made significant
contributions during his brief stay at Kansas.

e A. R. Kennedy (1904-1910): Kennedy brought stability and innovation, guiding Kansas to its
first conference championships.

These early coaches set the tone for future generations, emphasizing academic integrity, athletic
development, and a commitment to competitive sportsmanship.

Key Eras and Influential Coaches in Kansas Football
History

Throughout the decades, Kansas football has experienced distinct eras shaped by influential
coaches. Each era reflects changes in strategy, recruitment, and the evolution of the game itself.

The A. R. Kennedy Era (1904-1910)

Arthur R. Kennedy stands out as one of Kansas football’s early successful coaches. Under his
leadership, the Jayhawks achieved multiple Missouri Valley Conference championships and
established a winning tradition. Kennedy’s approach focused on physical conditioning and innovative
play-calling, which set his teams apart in regional competition.

Don Fambrough’s Tenure

Don Fambrough, a beloved figure in Kansas football, coached the team in two separate stints
(1971-1974, 1979-1982). Renowned for his passion and loyalty to the university, Fambrough’s
tenure was marked by strong rivalries and memorable victories. His commitment to the program
transcended wins and losses, creating a lasting bond with players and fans.

Mark Mangino and the Modern Breakthrough (2002-2009)

Mark Mangino revitalized Kansas football in the 21st century, leading the Jayhawks to
unprecedented success. Under Mangino, Kansas achieved a historic 12-1 record and won the 2008
Orange Bowl—one of the most celebrated accomplishments in program history. Mangino’s



disciplined approach and focus on player development brought national recognition to Kansas
football.

Notable Achievements and Coaching Milestones

Kansas football coaches have led the Jayhawks to numerous milestones, from conference
championships to bowl game victories. These achievements highlight pivotal moments in the
program’s history and showcase the impact of effective leadership.

Conference Championships

e Multiple Missouri Valley titles under A. R. Kennedy (early 1900s)

e Big Eight Conference success in the mid-20th century

Conference championships have been a benchmark for success, often reflecting the quality of
coaching and the strength of recruitment strategies.

Historic Bowl Appearances

¢ 1969 Orange Bowl appearance under Pepper Rodgers

¢ 2008 Orange Bowl victory under Mark Mangino

Bowl games have served as a platform for Kansas coaches to showcase their teams on a national
stage, cementing their legacy within college football history.

Individual Coaching Honors

e National Coach of the Year awards for Mark Mangino

e Recognition of Don Fambrough'’s contributions to Kansas athletics

Many Kansas football coaches have received accolades for their leadership, innovation, and
dedication to the sport.



Challenges and Changes in Coaching Leadership

The history of Kansas football coaches has also included periods of transition and adversity.
Coaching changes often reflect broader shifts in athletic priorities, university administration, and
the evolving landscape of college football.

Coaching Turnover

Kansas has experienced frequent coaching changes, particularly during challenging seasons. Short
tenures can disrupt continuity, impacting player performance and recruitment. Despite these
challenges, the program has persisted, adapting to new strategies and leadership styles.

Adapting to Evolving College Football Trends

Modern coaches have had to adapt to changes such as increased media scrutiny, advanced analytics,
and the transfer portal. These trends have influenced recruiting tactics and game planning,
demanding flexibility and innovation from Kansas football coaches.

Building Program Stability

Recent efforts have focused on creating stability through long-term coaching appointments and
strategic planning. The hiring of coaches with strong regional ties and experience in major
conferences has been a priority in the search for sustained success.

Legacy and Impact of Kansas Football Coaches

The legacy of Kansas football coaches extends beyond wins and losses. Their influence can be seen
in the development of student-athletes, the culture of the program, and the enduring traditions of
Jayhawks football.

Cultural Influence on the Program

Coaches have played a crucial role in shaping the values and identity of Kansas football. Through
mentorship, community engagement, and a commitment to academic excellence, they have inspired
generations of players to strive for success both on and off the field.



Developing NFL Talent

Many Kansas coaches have helped develop players who went on to successful professional careers.
Their emphasis on fundamentals, leadership, and discipline has prepared student-athletes for the
challenges of the next level.

Continuing the Tradition

The ongoing search for coaching excellence is central to Kansas football’s mission. Each new coach
brings fresh ideas and perspectives, contributing to the program’s rich and evolving history.

Frequently Asked Questions About Kansas Football
Coaches History

Q: Who was the first head coach of Kansas football?

A: Edwin Mortimer Hopkins was the first head coach of Kansas football, leading the team in its
inaugural season in 1890.

Q: Which Kansas football coach led the team to its only major
bowl victory?

A: Mark Mangino led the Jayhawks to victory in the 2008 Orange Bowl, marking the program’s most
significant bowl win.

Q: How many conference championships has Kansas football
won under different coaches?

A: Kansas football has won several conference championships, notably under coaches like A. R.
Kennedy in the early 1900s and during other successful eras.

Q: What challenges have Kansas football coaches faced
throughout history?

A: Kansas football coaches have faced challenges such as frequent leadership changes, recruiting
difficulties, and adapting to evolving college football trends.



Q: Which Kansas coach has received national recognition for
their achievements?

A: Mark Mangino received national recognition, including Coach of the Year honors, for his
accomplishments during his tenure.

Q: Are there Kansas football coaches who had successful
careers elsewhere?
A: Yes, Fielding H. Yost coached at Kansas before achieving legendary status at Michigan.

Q: How has the role of Kansas football coaches evolved?

A: The role has evolved from faculty members and volunteers to professional coaches focused on
recruiting, player development, and program strategy.

Q: What is the significance of Don Fambrough in Kansas
football history?

A: Don Fambrough is known for his passionate leadership, strong loyalty to Kansas, and lasting
impact on players and fans.

Q: What trends have influenced coaching at Kansas in recent
years?

A: Trends include the use of analytics, the transfer portal, and increased media attention, all
requiring adaptability from coaches.

Q: How do Kansas football coaches contribute to player
development?

A: Kansas football coaches emphasize fundamentals, leadership, and academic success, often
preparing athletes for NFL careers and life beyond football.

Kansas Football Coaches History
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Kansas Football Coaches History: A Gridiron Legacy

Kansas Jayhawks football boasts a rich, albeit sometimes turbulent, history. This comprehensive look
delves into the legacy of the men who have led the team, from its earliest days to the present,
exploring their coaching styles, successes, and the impact they had on the program. This post will
trace the evolution of Kansas football coaching, highlighting key figures and eras that shaped the
team's identity. We'll explore wins, losses, and the enduring spirit of Jayhawk football through the
lens of its coaching history.

Early Years and Establishing the Foundation (Pre-1950s)

The early years of Kansas football saw a revolving door of coaches, reflecting the nascent stages of
the sport itself. Accurate records from this era are scarce, but names like Phog Allen (yes, that Phog
Allen - more famous for basketball) briefly held the reins, emphasizing the early interconnectedness
of athletic programs at KU. This period laid the groundwork for the program, but lacked the
sustained success that would come later. The focus was on building the team and establishing a
foundation within the burgeoning collegiate athletic landscape. Consistent coaching wasn't a
hallmark of this era, resulting in a relatively inconsistent on-field performance.

The Rise of Stability and Notable Coaches (1950s-1970s)

The mid-20th century brought periods of both progress and challenges. While specific coach names
and win-loss records from this era require further specific research for detailed accuracy, this period
saw a shift towards more sustained coaching tenures. This led to the development of more consistent
playing styles and team strategies. This era wasn't defined by consistent championship contention,
but instead by laying the groundwork for future successes. Building a solid football program
requires consistent coaching and leadership, something that started to take hold during this time.
This relative stability in coaching marked a crucial turning point for the program.

The Modern Era and Challenges (1980s-Present)

The latter part of the 20th and the beginning of the 21st centuries present a more detailed and
readily available coaching history. Several coaches have left their mark, some for better than others.
Names like Glen Mason, Mark Mangino, and David Beaty stand out, each with their own unique
coaching philosophies and legacies at KU. Analyzing the tenure of each coach reveals a complex
narrative of both highs and lows, successes and setbacks. This period demonstrates the cyclical
nature of college football, with periods of strong performance often followed by periods of



rebuilding. The fluctuations in coaching success highlight the inherent challenges of competing at a
high level in the Big 12 Conference.

#### Mark Mangino's Era: A High Point

Mark Mangino's tenure stands out as a period of significant success for Kansas football. His
coaching led to a remarkable turnaround, culminating in a memorable Orange Bowl appearance.
Analyzing his strategies and player development reveals a successful coaching model that, while not
sustainable long-term at KU, demonstrated the potential for the program. His legacy remains a
benchmark for future coaches to aspire to.

#### The Search for Consistency: Post-Mangino Years

The years following Mangino's departure have been marked by a continued search for consistent
success. Coaching changes have been frequent, and the program has faced significant challenges in
maintaining competitiveness within the Big 12. This era highlights the difficulties of sustained
success in college football, particularly in a competitive conference. The constant turnover in
coaching demonstrates the high-pressure environment and demanding nature of the job.

Analyzing Coaching Styles and Their Impact

A detailed analysis of the coaching styles employed throughout Kansas football's history reveals a
fascinating evolution. From the early days of focusing on fundamental skills to the more modern
approaches emphasizing advanced analytics and recruiting strategies, the methods have adapted to
the changing landscape of the sport. Examining how coaching styles impacted player development,
team morale, and overall performance provides valuable insights into the program's trajectory.

The Future of Kansas Football Coaching

The future of Kansas football coaching is undoubtedly dependent on several factors, including
recruiting, player development, and the overall direction of the athletic department. The program's
history demonstrates both the possibility of achieving unexpected successes and the inherent
difficulties of maintaining consistent competitiveness at the highest level of college football. Looking
ahead, it’s evident that the search for a coach who can build a lasting foundation and consistently
compete will continue.

Conclusion:

The history of Kansas football coaches is a captivating blend of triumphs and struggles, a testament
to the relentless pursuit of gridiron glory. From the early pioneers to the modern-day strategists,
each coach has left an indelible mark on the program, shaping its identity and contributing to its
enduring legacy. Understanding this history provides a crucial context for understanding the current
state of the Jayhawks and their future aspirations.



FAQs:

1. Who is considered the most successful Kansas football coach? While opinions may vary, Mark
Mangino's tenure, marked by the Orange Bowl appearance, is widely regarded as one of the most
successful periods in recent Kansas football history.

2. How many head coaches has Kansas football had in its history? Determining the exact number
requires extensive archival research, as records from the earliest years are incomplete. However,
it's safe to say the number is substantial, reflecting the frequent coaching changes throughout the
program's existence.

3. What factors contribute to the high turnover rate of Kansas football coaches? The high turnover
rate is likely a combination of factors, including the challenges of competing in a tough conference,
high expectations from fans and the university, and the pressures of consistently winning games.

4. How has recruiting impacted the success of Kansas football coaches? Recruiting is a vital
component of success in college football. Coaches who have excelled at recruiting talented players
have generally enjoyed greater success on the field. Conversely, difficulties in recruiting have often
been correlated with coaching changes.

5. What are some key characteristics of successful Kansas football coaches? Successful coaches at
Kansas have typically displayed strong leadership, innovative strategies, the ability to motivate
players, and a deep understanding of the challenges and opportunities inherent in coaching a major
college football program.

kansas football coaches history: Our Boys Joe Drape, 2009-08-18 An inspiring portrait of the
extraordinary high-school football team whose quest for perfection sustains its hometown in the
heartland The football team in Smith Center, Kansas, has won sixty-seven games in a row, the
nation's longest high-school winning streak. They have done so by embracing a philosophy of life
taught by their legendary coach, Roger Barta: Respect each other, then learn to love each other and
together we are champions. But as they embarked on a quest for a fifth consecutive title in the fall of
2008, they faced a potentially destabilizing transition: the greatest senior class in school history had
graduated, and Barta was contemplating retirement after three decades on the sidelines. In Smith
Center--population: 1,931--this changing of the guard was seismic. Hours removed from the nearest
city, the town revolves around our boys in a way that goes to the heart of what America's heartland
is today. Joe Drape, a Kansas City native and an award-winning sportswriter for The New York
Times, moved his family to Smith Center to discover what makes the team and the town an
inspiration even to those who live hundreds of miles away. His stories of the coaches, players, and
parents reveal a community fighting to hold on to a way of life that is rich in value, even as its
economic fortunes decline. Drape's moving portrait of Coach Barta and the impressive young men of
Smith Center is sure to take its place among the more memorable American sports stories of recent
years.

kansas football coaches history: Bill Snyder Bill Snyder, D. Scott Fritchen, 2021-11-30 The
opportunity for the greatest turnaround in college football exists here today, and it's not one to be
taken lightly. — Bill Snyder A captivating autobiography from the architect of Kansas State football
When Kansas State hired Bill Snyder as its head football coach in 1988, the Wildcats had one of the
worst programs in college football and hadn't won a conference title since 1934. Little could
anybody predict that Snyder would soon engineer a total transformation in Manhattan, Kansas.
From his humble beginnings in St. Joseph, Missouri, Snyder rose to greatness, bringing K-State up
from the ashes to a No. 1 ranking, six 11-win seasons in a span of seven years, and one Big 12



Championship. He still wasn't finished. After a three-year retirement, Snyder returned to lead the
Wildcats to another Big 12 title. In 2015, he became just the fourth person in college football history
to be inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as an active coach. In this new memoir, Snyder
reflects on a successful yet complicated life, detailing the grueling 80-hour work weeks, his visionary
Wildcat Goals for Success, and the virtues he doubled down on during his final years as head coach,
all the while battling throat cancer. Readers will discover a multi-faceted portrait of one of college
football's greatest leaders, his triumphs and defeats, his greatness and his flaws, and his passion and
drive to, not once, but twice, lead a championship team while developing young men.

kansas football coaches history: Big 12 Conference Head Football Coaches Lists ,

kansas football coaches history: Tigers Vs. Jayhawks Mark Godich, 2013-09 No one saw it
coming. Missouri wasn't ranked in The Associated Press preseason poll in 2007. Kansas didn't even
receive a vote. Then the season kicked off. The Tigers and the Jayhawks kept winning. Unimaginable
upsets became the norm. And there they were on the Saturday after Thanksgiving - bitter border
rivals squaring off at a neutral site with the No. 1 ranking in the country on the line. You could feel
the hostility in the air, said Mizzou backup quarterback Chase Patton. Each team took the field at
Arrowhead Stadium knowing it was two victories from playing for the national championship. Before
a packed house and a national television audience, Missouri and Kansa delivered the most
entertaining and tension-filled game of the college football season. They were two traditionally
middling programs that had so much to gain-and everything to be. Book jacket.

kansas football coaches history: At the Hang-Up Ted Owens, 2013-05-15 This book is about
the life of Ted Owens - still the coach with the most wins in the history of Allen Fieldhouse - from
growing up as a boy on a cotton farm in southwestern Oklahoma during the Great Depression to
eventually coaching at the highest levels of the college basketball world. At the end of each day on
the farm, we would figure the total weight of the cotton we had pulled. We called it the hang-up,
says Owens. One day, in a competition to see who could pull the most cotton, Owens was leading his
father, who then he gave him the greatest life lesson: It's not what you have now that is important,
it's what you have at the hang-up. He always reminded Ted that regardless of your station in life,
whether encountering difficulties or enjoying success, you should never lose sight of your ultimate
goals. The book is a story of the survival of a family built upon love, sacrifice, and the importance of
family strength.At the age of 5, Owens made his first basketball goal. It was at that moment that
basketball became his first love. He went on to play at the University of Oklahoma for Naismith Hall
of Fame Coach Bruce Drake, and he witnessed the rise of national championship programs led by
football coach Bud Wilkinson, wrestling coach Port Robertson and baseball coach Jack Baer. The
book shares the ups and downs of building a coaching career. Owens' teams won 206 games in Allen
Fieldhouse, a number that still leads today. He coached some of the era's greatest players while
leading the Jayhawks against Hall of Fame coaches. The book offers little-known--and even
unknown--insights into the personalities of these basketball giants.Playing now in the fourth quarter
of his life, Owens shares what he has learned, passing on his lessons for life and wonderful,
never-before-told stories of his time as a Kansas Jayhawks head basketball coach, a high-pressure
job as there is in American sports, one that only eight men have held.

kansas football coaches history: No Excuses Gene Wojciechowski, Bob Stoops, 2019-09-10
From the legendary Oklahoma coach, a candid and inspiring memoir. When Bob Stoops took over as
football coach in 1999, the Oklahoma Sooners were in disarray with back-to-back losing seasons. But
in just two years' time, Stoops achieved the seemingly impossible: winning a national championship
and returning the struggling Sooners to their powerhouse status, churning out NFL talent, Heisman
Trophy winners and conference championships, bowl wins and national title runs on a regular basis.
During his 18 seasons at OU, his record was a remarkable 190-48. At only age 56, at the peak of his
career, he stunned the college football world by walking away. For the first time, Bob opens up
about his career alongside the evolution of the game itself. From his unlikely emergence as a star
player at the University of Iowa, to his coaching apprenticeships under giants like Hayden Fry, Bill
Snyder, and Steve Spurrier, Stoops recounts how the game he fell in love with as a boy has evolved




into a billion-dollar business often compromised by recruiting wars, aggressive agents, overzealous
boosters and alumni, and the emergence of the CEO head coach rather than mentor and teacher.
Bob holds nothing back while explaining why it was time to step away from the game--and
players--he still loves. Told with a rare combination of sincerity, vulnerability, and pure heart, No
Excuses is both an engaging and eye-opening football memoir and an unprecedented portrait of a
coach of one of the greatest legacy programs in the history of the college game.

kansas football coaches history: Phog Allen Blair Kerkhoff, 1996 Long before coaching great
John Wooden won a decade worth of championships and Dick Vitale posed as basketball's P.T.
Barnum, there was Kansas coach Forrest C. Allen, affectionately known as Phog to the sporting
world. He proved to basketball inventor James Naismith that the game could be coached, then
proceeded to do it better than anyone else in the first half of the 20th century. Phog Allen: The
Father of Basketball Coaching is the first comprehensive story of college basketball's original
coaching genius and dominant personality. In it, author Blair Kerkhoff returns readers to the game's
roots, recounting Allen's early days at the University of Kansas where Naismith had become a
teacher and coach, as well as looking at Allen's overall basketball experiences, his successes and the
personalities he helped shape.

kansas football coaches history: Football Offenses and Plays American Football Coaches
Association, 2006 Football Offenses & Plays presents all of the popular offensive systems used today
as well as tactical advice for play calling in each of four areas of the field. It features insights from
many of the game's top offensive minds, who have conceived, or are extremely successful in
employing, a specific means of attack: -Discover the strengths of the I-Formation from Al Borges and
the use of the H-back from Joe Novak. -Maximize the use of one-back sets using two, three, or four
receivers with the help of Glen Mason, Joe Tiller, and Gregg Brandon. -Make the shotgun a real
weapon with the insights of Randy Walker and Rich Rodriguez. -Learn how to use four receivers
from shotgun formations from Rich Rodriguez. -Trace the development of running attacks, including
the veer with Bill Yeoman, the wing-T with Tubby Raymond, and flexbone with Fisher DeBerry.
-Execute soundly in the yellow zone, green zone, red zone, and gold zone with guidance from Dennis
Franchione, Ralph Friedgen, Larry Kehres, and Terry Malone. -Employ the best strategies for
two-minute and no-huddle situations with advice from Gary Tranquill. -Help your quarterback make
effective play calls at the line of scrimmage with the audible system presented by Don Nehlen.
Developed by the American Football Coaches Association, Football Offenses & Plays is the most
detailed and comprehensive book on offensive tactics ever published. Make it part of your game plan
this season and see your side of the scoreboard light up!

kansas football coaches history: The University of Kansas; a History Clifford Stephen
Griffin, 1974 Here is a through assessment of the development of the University of Kansas during its
first century. Clifford S. Griffin traces the University from little more than a high school or
preparatory school to a college, and then to a major institution. No mere chronicle of the
University's triumphs and progress, this book gives equal attention to the many disappointments and
frustrations over the years. Griffin concerns himself not only with the physical growth of the
institution, but with the nature of the University's goals and character as well. From John Fraser to
W. Clarke Wescoe, each Chancellor of the University of Kansas faced unique problems in shaping
the destiny of the ever-expanding institution. They struggled with the perils of an unstable economy,
enrollment crises, departmentalization, disagreements with faculty and regents, disputes over open
admission and the importance of scholarly research, demands for higher salaries and alteration of
the curriculum, and even grasshopper plagues. Each administration competed for legislative
appropriations, status, and public support. Anyone who has been associated with the University will
find in this history many of the things he remembers best: its social organizations, athletic contests,
student pranks, class feuds, and campus politics. Colorful Mount Oread personalities are
described—leaders, scholars, politicians, and benefactors. Thirty-six photographs trace different
phases of the University's growth. Even those individuals well informed concerning the history of the
University will learn much about its past and its potential for the future. In addition, Griffin explores



ideas about the purposes and practices of higher education, including the concept of the American
state university as a servant of society. In many respects the development of the University
paralleled the growth of the state itself; this book is therefore a valuable contribution to the cultural
and intellectual history of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries in Kansas.

kansas football coaches history: Called to Coach Bobby Bowden, Mark Schlabach,
2010-08-24 In this New York Times bestseller, legendary coach Bobby Bowden gives readers an
inside look at the path that led him to become one of college football’s most successful coaches.
Coach Bobby Bowden was an icon of college football who ran his legendary, top-ranking program
with a trademark southern charm. Here, Bowden gives fans and readers the behind-the-scenes story
of his 55-year career and the path that helped him become one of college football's most successful
coaches and patriarch of the sport's most famous coaching family. In this book, Bowden shares
never-before-published details of the moments and events that have defined his life, including: * The
tragic death of his grandson and son-in-law in a 2004 automobile accident. * The details of his
retirement as FSU's coach at the end of the 2009 season.

kansas football coaches history: Blank Doo Wop Comic Book Comicco Publishing, 2019-07-03
Draw and create your own comics with this 6x9" blank comic book template filled with 97 pages of
empty panels and various speech and thought bubbles. Size: 6x 9" - 97 Pages

kansas football coaches history: Bill Snyder Mark Janssen, Bill Snyder, 2006-06 When Bill
Snyder arrived as head football coach at Kansas State University prior to the 1989 season, he
inherited the worst NCAA Division I football program on planet Earth. In 93 previous seasons, the
Wildcat football record was a miserable 299-510-40. The program had earned exactly one league
title, that coming in 1934, well before Snyder was born. In the years just prior to Snyders arrival, the
Wildcats had slumped to their worst, even by K-State standards. The program had lost 13 games in a
row, and except for one tie, and had not rung the victory bell in 27 games. Seventeen years later,
Snyders orchestration of the greatest turnaround in college football history defines the American
dream of achieving the unimaginable. This is his story, from Bill Snyders unique viewpoint, of the
process by which he helped transform a program considered the laughingstock of college football
into one that won 136 games over seventeen years including eleven bowl appearances and seven
seasons of at least ten wins and became a household name in college football circles. Its also the
story of Snyders own triumphant journey, one that forced him at a young age to deal with his own
lack of discipline and academic shortcomings in a single-parent family, one that saw him climb to the
top of big-time college football, and one that ultimately brought him face-to-face with the toughest
decision of his life. Snyders story is written by Mark Janssen, sports editor of the The Manhattan
Mercury since 1981 and a fixture of Kansas State athletics for the better part of four decades. It
captures, in Snyders candid, upfront style, the action behind the scenes in running a major college
football program, the strategies employed by early K-State coaches to change the culture of losing
that had permeated an entire university, and the magic with which Snyder pulled off the Miracle in
Manhattan.

kansas football coaches history: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Football Joe Theismann, Brian
Tarcy, Brian Billick, 2003-02-05 From high school games to the NFL, this guide features the basics
of offense and defense, players, rules, strategies, and even what to wear. New coverage for this
edition includes how the draft works, new technology on the field, and XFL, arena league, expansion
teams, and NFL Europe

kansas football coaches history: Make the Big Time Where You Are Frosty Westering,
1990-09-01 Frosty Westering, head coach at Pacific Lutheran University & winningest coach in NAIA
College Division Football has just published his new book, MAKE THE BIG TIME WHERE YOU ARE.
The motivational book is in dialogue style & relates many stories & anecdotes showing each of us
where the BIG TIME really is. THE BIG TIME-What is it?-Where is it? Most people really don't know
for they aren't sure what they are looking for. They are much like the man in Russell Conwell's
classic Acres of Diamonds, who sold his farm in search of diamonds, never to find them-while the
riches he sought were actually found on the small farm he once owned. You see, the man didn't



recognize what diamonds were really like in their natural state. This book will reveal to you what
THE BIG TIME is all about in its natural state. It will take you on an inspiring breakaway experience
that will show you the different pieces of the puzzling BIG TIME. You will then be able to put these
pieces together & discover for yourself this fascinating secret that can change your life. You will
want to read & reread key chapters of this book numerous times as you begin to experience the
genuine pay value of making- THE BIG TIME WHERE YOU ARE!

kansas football coaches history: More University of Kansas Basketball Legends Kenneth
N. Johnson, 2014 KU alumnus and Jayhawk enthusiast Kenn Johnson is back with even more legends
and firsts. Notable coaches like Danny Manning, who won the national championship as a player in
1988 and again as part of the coaching staff in 2008, have shaped and molded the team throughout
the decades. Players like Raef LaFrentz, who became the first Jayhawks player in twenty-seven years
to average a double-double over an entire season, keep the fans coming back for more. From the
history of the famous Allen Fieldhouse to current coach Bill Self, Johnson offers a closer look at the
team's unique contribution to the sport of basketball.

kansas football coaches history: Kansas History, 2010

kansas football coaches history: Hard Work Roy Williams, 2011-01-01 One of the most
respected basketball coaches in the country relates the story of his life, from his turbulent childhood
to the North Carolina Tar Heels' national championship in 2009, and discusses the coaching
philosophy that has made him successful.

kansas football coaches history: Historical Dictionary of Football John Grasso, 2013-06-13
Gridiron football or American football or just plain football is the most popular sport in the United
States in the 21st century. Although attempts have been made to develop the sport outside North
America, it is still predominantly a North American sport with similar games (but significant rules
differences) played in the United States and Canada. The Historical Dictionary of Football covers the
history of American football through a chronology, an introductory essay, appendixes, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 600 cross-referenced entries on both
amateur (collegiate) and professional players, coaches, teams and executives from all eras. This
book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about
the sport of football.

kansas football coaches history: Swing Your Sword Mike Leach, 2011-07-07 Newly-minted
Mississippi State head coach Mike Leach tells his captivating story--from rural Wyoming to law
school to the upper echelons of the SEC. SWING YOUR SWORD is the first ever book by one of the
most fascinating and successful coaches in sports today. A maverick who took an unlikely path to
coaching through law school, Mike Leach talks about his unorthodox approach to coaching and the
choices that have brought him success throughout his career. A lover of the game who started
creating formations and drawing his own plays as a kid, Leach took his Texas Tech Red Raiders to
numerous bowl games, achieving the #2 slot in national rankings and being voted 2008 Coach of the
Year before being unceremoniously fired at the end of the 2009 season. The scandalous nature of his
dismissal created a media frenzy and began a personal battle between Leach and his accusers that
remains unresolved.

kansas football coaches history: Advancing the Ball N. Jeremi Duru, 2011-01-07 Following
the NFL's desegregation in 1946, opportunities became increasingly plentiful for African American
players--but not African American coaches. Although Major League Baseball and the NBA made
progress in this regard over the years, the NFL's head coaches were almost exclusively white up
until the mid-1990s. Advancing the Ball chronicles the campaign of former Cleveland Browns
offensive lineman John Wooten to right this wrong and undo decades of discriminatory head coach
hiring practices--an initiative that finally bore fruit when he joined forces with attorneys Cyrus Mehri
and Johnnie Cochran. Together with a few allies, the triumvirate galvanized the NFL's African
American assistant coaches to stand together for equal opportunity and convinced the league to
enact the Rooney Rule, which stipulates that every team must interview at least one minority
candidate when searching for a new head coach. In doing so, they spurred a movement that would



substantially impact the NFL and, potentially, the nation. Featuring an impassioned foreword by
Coach Tony Dungy, Advancing the Ball offers an eye-opening, first-hand look at how a few
committed individuals initiated a sea change in America's most popular sport and added an
extraordinary new chapter to the civil rights story.

kansas football coaches history: Kansas City Chiefs I.egends Jeff Deters, 2019-07-12 The
Kansas City Chiefs have enjoyed great success the last 50-plus years, having played in Super Bowl I,
and later winning their first title in Super Bowl IV. Now the Chiefs appear to be on the verge of
winning the Super Bowl once again In Kansas City Chiefs Legends, fans can relive the best of a
golden era of football with stories from Patrick Mahomes, Andy Reid, Travis Kelce, Len Dawson,
Christian Okoye, Jamaal Charles, Priest Holmes, Nick Lowery, Deron Cherry and other Chiefs greats.
Watch as Mahomes takes the city and NFL by storm throwing 50 touchdown passes and winning the
NFL MVP award in his first year as a starting quarterback. Dance with Kelce as he becomes the best
tight end in the game. Hear the roar of the crowd after a Derrick Thomas sack. And go for a ride
with Okoye as he runs over and away from defenders. From Lamar Hunt founding the franchise, to
the days of Hank Stram and his innovative new offense, to the Marty Schottenheimer and Carl
Peterson years, to the team's run to the 2019 AFC championship game, it's all here in Kansas City
Chiefs Legends, the ultimate tribute book for fans of Chiefs Kingdom.

kansas football coaches history: Geronimo Mike Leach, Buddy Levy, 2014-05-06 “In the
hands of Mike Leach and Buddy Levy, the story of this brilliant Apache leader comes into sharp
focus, both in their narrative of his life and in spirited commentaries on its meaning” (S.C. Gwynne,
author of Pulitzer Prize finalist Empire of the Summer Moon). Playing cowboys and Indians as a boy,
legendary college football coach Mike Leach always chose to be the Indian—the underdog whose
success turned on being a tough, resourceful, ingenious fighter. And the greatest Indian military
leader of all was Geronimo, the Apache warrior whose name is so symbolic of courage that World
War II paratroopers shouted it as they leaped from airplanes into battle. Told in the style of Robert
Greene’s The 48 Laws of Power, Leach’s compelling and inspiring book examines Geronimo’s
leadership approach and the timeless strategies, decisions, and personal qualities that made him a
success. Raised in an unforgiving landscape, Geronimo and his band faced enemies better armed,
better equipped, and more numerous than they were. But somehow they won victories against all
odds, beguiling the United States and Mexican governments and earning the respect and awe of
those generals committed to hunting him down. While some believed that Geronimo had
supernatural powers, much of his genius can be ascribed to old-fashioned values such as relentless
training and preparation, leveraging resources, finding ways to turn defeats into victories, and being
faster and more nimble than his enemy. The tactics of Geronimo would be studied and copied by the
US military for generations. Pain, pride, humility, family—many things shaped Geronimo’s life. In
this “compelling book that humanizes a man many misunderstood” (New York Times bestselling
author Brian Kilmeade), Mike Leach illustrates how we too can use the forces and circumstances of
our own lives to build true leadership today.

kansas football coaches history: History of Johnson County, Missouri Ewing Cockrell, 1918

kansas football coaches history: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2008 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

kansas football coaches history: The Football Coaching Bible , 2002 The Football Coaching
Bible features many of the game's most successful coaches. Each shares the special insight, advice,
and strategies they've used to field championship-winning teams season after season.

kansas football coaches history: Billion-Dollar Ball Gilbert M. Gaul, 2016-09-06 “A
penetrating examination of how the elite college football programs have become ‘giant
entertainment businesses that happened to do a little education on the side.””—Mark Kram, The New



York Times Two-time Pulitzer-Prize-winning journalist Gilbert M. Gaul offers a riveting and
sometimes shocking look inside the money culture of college football and how it has come to
dominate a surprising number of colleges and universities. Over the past decade college football has
not only doubled in size, but its elite programs have become a $2.5-billion-a-year entertainment
business, with lavishly paid coaches, lucrative television deals, and corporate sponsors eager to slap
their logos on everything from scoreboards to footballs and uniforms. Profit margins among the top
football schools range from 60% to 75%—results that dwarf those of such high-profile companies as
Apple, Facebook, and Microsoft—yet thanks to the support of their football-mad representatives in
Congress, teams aren’t required to pay taxes. In most cases, those windfalls are not passed on to the
universities themselves, but flow directly back into their athletic departments. College presidents
have been unwilling or powerless to stop a system that has spawned a wildly profligate
infrastructure of coaches, trainers, marketing gurus, and a growing cadre of bureaucrats whose sole
purpose is to ensure that players remain academically eligible to play. From the University of
Oregon’s lavish $42 million academic center for athletes to Alabama coach Nick Saban’s $7 million
paycheck—ten times what the school pays its president, and 70 times what a full-time professor
there earns—Gaul examines in depth the extraordinary financial model that supports college football
and the effect it has had not only on other athletic programs but on academic ones as well. What are
the consequences when college football coaches are the highest paid public employees in over half
the states in an economically troubled country, or when football players at some schools receive ten
times the amount of scholarship awards that academically gifted students do? Billion-Dollar Ball
considers these and many other issues in a compelling account of how an astonishingly wealthy
sports franchise has begun to reframe campus values and distort the fundamental academic mission
of our universities.

kansas football coaches history: Finding the Winning Edge Bill Walsh, Brian Billick, James A.
Peterson, 1997-10 NFL coaching legend Bill Walsh offers his unique blueprint and conceptual
insights for coaches at all levels of play. Among the topics covered in this comprehensive 560-page,
hardcover book are: Understanding the role of head coach; Strategies and tactics for dealing with a
highly competitive adversary; Designing a winning game plan; Organising the staff; The importance
of being able to focus and concentrate; Evaluating players; Game-day responsibilities; And much,
much more.

kansas football coaches history: The Oklahoma Football Encyclopedia Ray Dozier, 2013-10-01
The Oklahoma Football Encyclopedia is an historical description of every University of Oklahoma
football game from the beginning in 1895 through today. Learn how the team got its start and how
Coach Bennie Owen laid the foundation for the Sooners to become one of the most respected teams
on the college football scene. Bud Wilkinson, Barry Switzer, and Bob Stoops later directed the
Sooners to college football’s elite prize. Wilkinson was a great teacher of the Split-T formation,
which guided the Sooners to three national championships, 72 consecutive conference games
without a loss, and a major college winning streak. Switzer, a master recruiter, implemented the
Wishbone formation, which brought another three national titles and 12 conference crowns to
Norman. After the Sooner football program had dropped to mediocrity status, Stoops turned the
program around and won the national championship in his second year at the helm. This book, now
in its second edition, provides insight into Sooner Magic. Many OU football teams appeared to have
a supernatural force carry them to victory when victory was not assured. Was it sleight of hand?
Smoke and mirrors? No, just pure talent and inspiration helped push the Sooners to the
overwhelming tradition the teams have displayed on the gridiron.

kansas football coaches history: Son of Bum Wade Phillips, Vic Carucci, 2017-05-02 The
Denver Broncos coach and Super Bowl champion recalls his life and lessons learned from his father,
NFL coach Bum Phillips, in this football memoir. Decorated National Football League coach Wade
Phillips demonstrates in loving detail how much of his success, on and off the field, he owes to his
father. A beloved character in NFL history, Bum taught Wade how to have perspective on the game
during tough times—and that “coaching isn’t bitching.” Wade has since passed these and other



lessons down to his son, Wes Phillips, an NFL coach himself. Known for his homespun, plain-talking
ways, Wade is a groundbreaking coach who has long believed in using support and
camaraderie—instead of punishment and anger—to inspire his players. And though his defensive
concepts are revolutionary, he would say they begin with common sense. Son of Bum is more than
one man’s memoir—it’s a story of family and football and a father who inspired his son. “Having
played for and against Wade Phillips, the first word that comes to my mind is respect. SON OF BUM
is a great read about the Xs and Os from one of the greatest coaches in the league, as well as a
loving tribute to the influence of family.”—Peyton Manning

kansas football coaches history: Fourth and Long Gone Pepper Rodgers, 1985

kansas football coaches history: I Came As a Shadow John Thompson, 2020-12-15 A NEW
YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK The long-awaited autobiography from Georgetown University’s
legendary coach, whose life on and off the basketball court threw America’s unresolved struggle
with racial justice into sharp relief. John Thompson was never just a basketball coach and I Came As
A Shadow is categorically not just a basketball autobiography. After five decades at the center of
race and sports in America, Thompson—the iconic NCAA champion, Black activist, and
educator—was ready to make the private public at last, and he completed this autobiography shortly
before his death in the historically tumultuous summer of 2020. Chockful of stories and moving
beyond mere stats (three Final Fours, four-time national coach of the year, seven Big East
championships, 97 percent graduation rate), Thompson’s book drives us through his childhood under
Jim Crow segregation to our current moment of racial reckoning. We experience riding shotgun with
Celtics icon Red Auerbach and coaching NBA Hall of Famers like Patrick Ewing and Allen Iverson.
What were the origins of the the phrase “Hoya Paranoia”? You'll see. And parting his veil of secrecy,
Thompson brings us into his negotiation with a D.C. drug kingpin in his players’ orbit in the 1980s,
as well as behind the scenes of his years on the Nike board. Thompson’s mother was a teacher who
had to clean houses because of racism in the nation's capital. His father could not read or write.
Their son grew up to be a man with his own larger-than-life statue in a building that bears his
family’s name on a campus once kept afloat by the selling of 272 enslaved Black people. This is a
great American story, and John Thompson’s experience sheds light on many of the issues roiling our
nation. In these pages, he proves himself to be the elder statesman whose final words college
basketball and the country need to hear. I Came As A Shadow is not a swan song, but a bullhorn
blast from one of America’s most prominent sons.

kansas football coaches history: Heart of a Champion Jennifer Freeman, Tina Wendling,
2018-06-19 Heart of a Champion: The Life and Legacy of Coach Bill Freeman remembers a great
coach and an even greater man. Filled with memories both humorous and poignant from family,
former players, coaches, colleagues, and friends, Heart of a Champion chronicles the life and career
of Kansas high school teacher and coaching legend, Bill Freeman, one of the winningest high school
football coaches in Kansas history. It also sheds light on Bill Freeman’s battle with Alzheimer’s and
his daughter Jennifer’s painful struggle as she watched her hero decline and eventually succumb to
this deadly disease. In a world darkened by much division, we can all learn a little something from
this Kansas high school football coach who saw the very best in everyone, believed that everyone
should have a fair shot, and lived his life putting others before himself. Overflowing with loving
tributes to Bill, Heart of a Champion proves that one man’s legacy can live on long after his death
and that one person truly can make a difference in the world.

kansas football coaches history: A History of Princeton '96 to the Time of the Decennial
Reunion of the Class in June, 1906 Princeton University. Class of 1896, 1906

kansas football coaches history: The Perfect Pass S. C. Gwynne, 2016-09-20 An “excellent
sports history” (Publishers Weekly) in the tradition of Michael Lewis’s Moneyball, award-winning
historian S.C. Gwynne tells the incredible story of how two unknown coaches revolutionized
American football at every level, from high school to the NFL. Hal Mumme spent fourteen mostly
losing seasons coaching football before inventing a potent passing offense that would soon shock
players, delight fans, and terrify opposing coaches. It all began at a tiny, overlooked college called



Iowa Wesleyan, where Mumme was head coach and Mike Leach, a lawyer who had never played
college football, was hired as his offensive line coach. In the cornfields of lowa these two mad
inventors, drawn together by a shared disregard for conventionalism and a love for Jimmy Buffett,
began to engineer the purest, most extreme passing game in the 145-year history of football.
Implementing their “Air Raid” offense, their teams—at lowa Wesleyan and later at Valdosta State
and the University of Kentucky—played blazingly fast—faster than any team ever had before, and
they routinely beat teams with far more talented athletes. And Mumme and Leach did it all without
even a playbook. “A superb treat for all gridiron fans” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review), The Perfect
Pass S.C. Gwynne explores Mumme'’s leading role in changing football from a run-dominated sport
to a pass-dominated one, the game that tens of millions of Americans now watch every fall weekend.
Whether you're a casual or ravenous football fan, this is “a rousing tale of innovation” (Booklist), and
“Gwynne’s book ably relates the story of that innovation and the successes of the man who devised
it” (New York Journal of Books).

kansas football coaches history: Swagger Jimmy Johnson, Dave Hyde, 2023-09-05 FOX NFL
Sunday analyst and legendary Hall of Fame head football coach Jimmy Johnson—the first to win both
a college football championship and a Super Bowl—shares his long-awaited, intimate, no-regrets
memoir recounting his extraordinary life and insightful lessons on winning, at every level. Hall of
Fame football coach Jimmy Johnson’s house isn’t on the way to anything. Yet, his private sanctuary
on the Florida Keys’ Islamorada islands is a popular destination to which college and professional
coaches, general managers, and team owners regularly trek to seek advice—how to build a positive
team culture, draft elite players, balance work and family life, and lead a team to win. Why? Because
Jimmy Johnson has done it all—rising through the college coaching ranks to lead the University of
Miami Hurricanes to a national championship, winning two consecutive Super Bowls with the Dallas
Cowboys, and handling public triumphs while dealing with private adversity. Now, written with
veteran sports journalist Dave Hyde, Johnson shares a candid account of his life experiences that
have turned him into a legend in the coaching world. From his early days on the college football
fields at Louisiana Tech to his arrival as the Cowboys’ coach in 1989, Swagger traces the history of
Johnson'’s career, and his lifelong mission to win. His larger-than-life personality and hard-driving,
tough-talking coaching style led him to become one of only six coaches in NFL history to win
back-to-back Super Bowls. Swagger shows the behind-the-scenes details of his professional conflict
with Cowboys owner Jerry Jones and his personal revelations following his mother’s death and his
son’s struggle with addiction. It reveals Johnson’s formula for winning, including his criteria for
identifying talent, his core beliefs, how he replaced legendary coaches like Tom Landry and Don
Shula, coached stars from a young Troy Aikman to an aging Dan Marino, and established the
ever-elusive sense of “culture” that every team leader hopes to achieve. More than a highlight reel,
Swagger reveals the hard-won lessons Jimmy Johnson has learned both as a man and as a coach
through a lifetime dedicated to excellence.

kansas football coaches history: The 100-Yard Journey Gary Pinkel, Dave Matter, 2017 Very
few college football coaches earn the distinction of becoming their programs' winningest, but Gary
Pinkel has done it twice. From his nine-year tenure at the University of Toledo to his career at the
University of Missouri from 2001 to 2015, Pinkel has shown he has the talent and meddle to take his
teams to the top. These remarkable achievements have been met by challenges along the way in
Pinkel's personal and professional life, including a DUI and a divorce, a threatened team boycott at
Mizzou which dominated national news headlines, and ultimately, a decision to step away from it all
following a diagnosis of non-Hodgkins lymphoma. In The 100-Yard Journey, Pinkel offers a glimpse
into the mind of a winner as well as an honest reflection on meeting and overcoming the unexpected.
Follow along from the start of Pinkel's coaching career at Kent State, the same program for which he
played as a tight end, through stops at Washington and Toledo, and finally, taking over at the helm
of Missouri, a program he guided to 10 bowl games in 15 years, a No. 1 AP ranking at the end of the
2007 season, and SEC Coach of the Year honors in 2014. Whether you're a Tigers fan or just
interested in what makes a successful head coach tick, anyone can find something to relate to in



Pinkel's personal memoirs.

kansas football coaches history: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 1993

kansas football coaches history: Coaching Knute Rockne, 1925

kansas football coaches history: Barbarians, Gentlemen and Players Eric Dunning,
Kenneth Sheard, 2005 This revised edition of a classic text explores the development of rugby from a
folk game into its modern forms. Updated with a substantial new foreword and epilogue.

kansas football coaches history: Wildcats to Powercats Mark Stallard, 2000 Beginning with
the first official football game played by K-State in 1896, the purple-clad gridders always struggled
to find respectability. By the end of the 1980s, the team was mired in a 30-game winless streak and
considered the worst college football team in America.
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