
everyday use alice walker
everyday use alice walker is an acclaimed short story that continues to spark discussion among
readers, educators, and literary analysts. This in-depth article explores the core themes, characters,
historical context, and symbolism in Alice Walker’s “Everyday Use,” shining a light on its relevance to
culture, heritage, and family dynamics. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of Walker’s intent,
the story’s lasting impact, and the complexities that make “Everyday Use” a staple in American
literature. This comprehensive guide covers character analysis, thematic exploration, literary devices,
and the story’s significance in modern discussions about identity and tradition. Whether you are a
student, teacher, or literature enthusiast, you’ll find rich insights and practical knowledge to enhance
your appreciation of “Everyday Use.”
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Overview of “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker
“Everyday Use” by Alice Walker is a short story first published in 1973, renowned for its insightful
portrayal of African-American heritage and identity. The narrative centers on a rural family and a
conflict between two sisters, Dee and Maggie, regarding the meaning and value of family heirlooms.
The story is told from the perspective of the mother, Mrs. Johnson, and unfolds in their modest home.
Walker skillfully uses a simple setting to address complex issues about tradition, modernization, and
the generational divide. “Everyday Use” is frequently studied in literature courses for its clear writing
style, layered symbolism, and sharp commentary on cultural authenticity. Alice Walker’s work
remains essential for understanding the intersection between personal identity and collective
heritage.

Historical and Cultural Context

Alice Walker and the Black Arts Movement
Alice Walker wrote “Everyday Use” during a period of social change in the United States, influenced



by the Black Arts Movement and growing awareness of African-American cultural identity. The story
reflects a time when many African-Americans were reclaiming their heritage, re-evaluating ancestral
traditions, and challenging mainstream representations of blackness. Walker’s literary contributions
highlight the importance of embracing authentic cultural roots, while also addressing the complexities
of adapting to contemporary society.

Socioeconomic Background
The family in “Everyday Use” lives in rural Georgia, representative of the struggles faced by many
African-American families in the post-Civil Rights era. Economic hardship, limited educational
opportunities, and strong familial bonds shape the characters’ experiences. The setting is crucial to
understanding the dynamics between characters and their conflicting views on heritage. Walker’s
depiction of rural life serves as both a literal and symbolic backdrop for the story’s deeper issues.

The rise of cultural pride in the 1970s

Challenges of rural African-American families

The significance of oral tradition and family history

Key Characters in “Everyday Use”

Mrs. Johnson (Mama)
Mama is the narrator and matriarch of the family. She is a hardworking, pragmatic woman who values
tradition, practicality, and a deep connection to her ancestors. Mama’s perspective shapes the story,
providing insight into her daughters’ choices and the meaning she attaches to family heirlooms. Her
character stands for resilience and authenticity, embodying the everyday use of cultural heritage
rather than its display.

Dee (Wangero Leewanika Kemanjo)
Dee is the older daughter, characterized by her intelligence, confidence, and desire for self-discovery.
She returns home after embracing a new African identity, evident in her name change to Wangero
Leewanika Kemanjo. Dee’s approach to heritage is aesthetic and symbolic, seeking to preserve family
artifacts as cultural treasures. Her character raises important questions about appropriation,
authenticity, and the commercialization of tradition.

Maggie
Maggie is the younger daughter, shy and reserved due to past trauma and her physical scars. She
represents continuity and a lived connection to family traditions. Unlike Dee, Maggie understands the



practical and emotional significance of family heirlooms, appreciating their role in daily life. Maggie’s
quiet strength and humility offer a contrast to Dee’s assertiveness, highlighting different ways of
honoring one’s roots.

Major Themes and Motifs in “Everyday Use”

Heritage and Identity
The central theme of “Everyday Use” revolves around the meaning of heritage. Walker explores how
heritage can be both celebrated and misunderstood. Through the sisters’ conflict over quilts and other
household items, the story examines whether heritage should be preserved for display or actively
used in daily life. Walker advocates for a living heritage that is integrated into everyday existence,
rather than one reduced to mere artifacts.

Tradition versus Modernity
The story contrasts traditional values with modern aspirations. Dee’s education and adoption of
African customs reflect a desire to redefine her identity, while Mama and Maggie maintain practical
traditions passed down through generations. This tension illustrates broader societal debates about
progress and the preservation of cultural roots.

Family Dynamics and Generational Conflict
Family relationships are central to the narrative, with the generational divide between Mama, Dee,
and Maggie shaping the story’s conflict. Walker explores how different generations relate to heritage,
communicate, and resolve disputes. The mother-daughter relationships highlight the challenges of
understanding and respecting diverse perspectives within a family unit.

Heritage as a living practice rather than a static relic1.

The impact of education and self-discovery on identity2.

The significance of material objects in cultural memory3.

The role of family in shaping personal values4.

Symbolism and Literary Devices in “Everyday Use”

Quilts as Symbols of Heritage
Quilts are the most prominent symbol in “Everyday Use.” They represent the family’s history,



blending scraps of clothing from ancestors and telling stories through their patterns. The dispute over
the quilts encapsulates the story’s central conflict: whether heritage should be used every day or
preserved as a museum piece. Walker uses the quilts to highlight the value of tradition and the
importance of keeping cultural practices alive.

Contrast in Characterization
Walker employs distinct characterization to illustrate opposing views on heritage. Dee’s flamboyant
style and academic background serve as a foil to Maggie’s humility and practicality. This contrast
deepens the narrative, prompting readers to consider the complexities of identity formation and
cultural pride.

Use of Setting and Perspective
The rural home, with its simple furnishings and outdoor surroundings, reinforces the story’s themes.
Walker’s choice of Mama as the narrator provides an intimate, authentic perspective, allowing readers
to connect with the emotional weight of family history and personal sacrifice. The setting is both
literal and metaphorical, grounding the story in a lived reality while symbolizing the foundation of
heritage.

Impact and Legacy of “Everyday Use”

Influence on Literary Studies
“Everyday Use” is widely anthologized and analyzed in academic settings for its nuanced exploration
of African-American culture and identity. It has influenced discussions about representation,
authenticity, and the role of women in literature. Walker’s storytelling has inspired writers and
scholars to reevaluate the meaning of heritage and its significance in contemporary society.

Ongoing Relevance
The themes and conflicts in “Everyday Use” resonate with modern readers, especially those
navigating issues of cultural identity, generational change, and the preservation of tradition. The
story’s focus on everyday objects and practices makes it accessible and relatable, ensuring its
continued relevance in conversations about family, history, and pride.

“Everyday Use” as a teaching tool in schools and universities

Influence on discussions about cultural preservation

Continued popularity among readers and scholars



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main theme of “Everyday Use” by Alice
Walker?
A: The main theme of “Everyday Use” is the meaning of heritage and how it should be
valued—whether as a living tradition integrated into daily life or as a cultural artifact preserved for
display.

Q: Why are the quilts significant in “Everyday Use”?
A: The quilts symbolize family heritage, history, and tradition. They represent the stories and lives of
ancestors, highlighting the debate over whether heritage should be used daily or kept as a symbol.

Q: How does Alice Walker portray generational conflict in the
story?
A: Walker illustrates generational conflict through the differing attitudes of Mama, Dee, and Maggie
toward heritage and family heirlooms, emphasizing the challenges of understanding and respecting
diverse perspectives.

Q: What does Dee’s name change signify in “Everyday Use”?
A: Dee’s name change to Wangero Leewanika Kemanjo reflects her quest for a new identity and
connection to African roots, symbolizing the tension between personal reinvention and authentic
family heritage.

Q: How does the setting contribute to the story’s themes?
A: The rural home setting reinforces themes of tradition, practicality, and family bonds, serving as a
metaphor for the foundation of heritage and the everyday realities of the characters.

Q: What literary devices are used in “Everyday Use”?
A: Walker uses symbolism, contrast in characterization, first-person narration, and setting to deepen
the story’s exploration of heritage, identity, and family dynamics.

Q: Why is “Everyday Use” considered a significant work in
American literature?
A: Its insightful depiction of African-American culture, identity, and generational conflict makes
“Everyday Use” a powerful and influential short story that continues to be studied and appreciated.



Q: How does Maggie differ from Dee in her understanding of
heritage?
A: Maggie values heritage as a lived experience, appreciating the practical and emotional significance
of family traditions, while Dee views heritage more as a symbol and aesthetic object.

Q: What does Mama’s decision at the end of the story
represent?
A: Mama’s decision to give the quilts to Maggie symbolizes the preference for living traditions and the
importance of everyday use in honoring family heritage.

Everyday Use Alice Walker
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Everyday Use by Alice Walker: A Deep Dive into
Heritage, Identity, and Family

Alice Walker's "Everyday Use," a deceptively simple short story, resonates deeply with readers
decades after its publication. This post offers a comprehensive analysis of the story, exploring its
themes of heritage, identity, and the complex dynamics of family relationships. We'll delve into the
characters of Mama, Maggie, and Dee, examining their contrasting perspectives on their shared past
and its relevance in the present. Prepare to gain a richer understanding of this powerful narrative
and its enduring significance.

Understanding the Central Conflict: Heritage and its
Interpretation

At the heart of "Everyday Use" lies a conflict over the interpretation and preservation of heritage.
Dee, the educated and sophisticated daughter, views her heritage as a collection of artifacts—quilts,
butter churns, and photographs—to be displayed as symbols of her Black identity. She seeks to
transform these objects into static representations of her past, removing them from their functional
context and placing them within a curated, aesthetically pleasing display. Her approach prioritizes a
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romanticized, almost exotic, understanding of her heritage, disconnected from its lived reality.

Maggie's Silent Understanding: The Practical Application of
Heritage

In contrast, Maggie embodies a more practical and understated approach to heritage. Her
understanding is rooted in the everyday use of these items. The quilts, for instance, are not mere
decorations but tangible representations of her grandmother's legacy, passed down through
generations of women who used them for warmth and comfort. Maggie's quiet acceptance of her
heritage reflects a deeper, more ingrained connection to her family's history, demonstrated through
her daily life and practices.

The Significance of the Quilts: A Symbol of Continuity and Change

The quilts serve as a powerful symbol throughout the story. They represent not just the craft and
skills of previous generations but also the continuous thread of family history. Dee's desire to hang
the quilts, preserving them as static objects, ignores their intended purpose and the ongoing story
they represent. Mama's decision to give the quilts to Maggie highlights the importance of carrying
on tradition through practical application rather than mere aesthetic appreciation.

Mama's Role: A Mediator of Generations and Perspectives

Mama, as the narrator, acts as a mediator between the opposing perspectives of her daughters. Her
internal struggle reflects the generational shift in understanding heritage and identity. While she
understands Dee's desire to reconnect with her roots, she also recognizes the deeper, more
meaningful connection Maggie has with their shared history. Mama’s ultimate decision to give the
quilts to Maggie reflects her understanding of true heritage – not a detached display, but a lived
experience passed down through generations.

The Power of Naming: Dee's Rejection of Her Past

Dee's rejection of her given name, and her adoption of the name "Wangero," further illustrates her
attempt to distance herself from her family's history. This act symbolizes her desire to create a new
identity, separate from what she perceives as a limiting past. This rejection, however, demonstrates
a lack of understanding of the significance of her heritage and its impact on shaping who she is.



A Story of Family Dynamics and Identity Crisis

"Everyday Use" is ultimately a story about family dynamics and the complexities of identity
formation. The clash between Dee and Maggie highlights the different ways individuals connect with
their heritage and how these connections shape their self-perception. Mama's role as a mediating
figure allows Walker to explore the complexities of generational differences and the evolving
understanding of identity within a changing cultural landscape.

The Enduring Relevance of "Everyday Use"

The enduring appeal of "Everyday Use" lies in its exploration of universal themes that continue to
resonate with contemporary audiences. The story prompts critical reflection on how we understand
and engage with our heritage, the importance of family relationships, and the constant negotiation
of identity within a complex social context. Walker's masterful use of symbolism and character
development allows readers to engage with these themes on a deeply personal level.

Conclusion

"Everyday Use" remains a powerful and poignant short story that continues to spark debate and
reflection. Its exploration of heritage, identity, and family dynamics transcends the specific context
of its setting and offers timeless insights into the human condition. The story serves as a reminder of
the importance of understanding the past, not as a static museum exhibit, but as a living, evolving
narrative that shapes who we are.

FAQs

1. What is the central theme of "Everyday Use"? The central theme revolves around the conflicting
interpretations of heritage and its practical versus aesthetic significance, highlighting the complex
relationship between family members and their evolving identities.

2. What do the quilts symbolize in the story? The quilts symbolize the legacy of the family's past, the
continuity of tradition, and the different ways heritage can be understood and valued—either as a
functional part of everyday life or a static object of display.

3. How does Dee's character contribute to the story's themes? Dee's character represents a rejection
of her past and an attempt to adopt a romanticized view of her heritage, contrasting sharply with
Maggie's practical understanding and creating the central conflict.



4. What is the significance of Mama's decision to give the quilts to Maggie? This decision highlights
Mama's understanding of true heritage as a lived experience passed down through generations,
rather than a mere display of artifacts, emphasizing the importance of continuity and practicality.

5. What is the lasting impact of "Everyday Use"? The lasting impact lies in its exploration of
universal themes that continue to resonate with readers today, prompting critical reflection on
heritage, identity, family, and the ongoing negotiation of self within a changing social landscape.
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troubled times, while also chronicling a life well-lived. From poems of painful self-inquiry, to
celebrating the simple beauty of baking frittatas, Walker offers us a window into her magical, at
times difficult, and liberating world of activism, love, hope and, above all, gratitude. Whether she’s
urging us to preserve an urban paradise or behold the delicate necessity of beauty to the spirit,
Walker encourages us to honor the divine that lives inside all of us and brings her legendary free
verse to the page once again, demonstrating that she remains a revolutionary poet and an
inspiration to generations of fans.
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Learning, 2015-09-15 A Study Guide to Alice Walker's Everyday Use, excerpted from Gale's
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reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your
research needs.
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the evolution of images of black women in black fiction from 1892 to 1976, Christian analyzes
novelists from Frances Harper through Zora Neale Hirston to Anne Perty. She traces the struggle of



black female novelists to contend against the images that have defined them in American life and
literature. Part II discusses three contemporary novelists -- Paule Marshall, Tom Morrison and Alice
Walker.
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  everyday use alice walker: Material Obsession Kathy Doughty, Sarah Fielke, 2008 Explains
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rhetoric? It shows rhetoric as set of activities -- reading, writing, speaking, listening -- that all
intellectually engaged people participate in every day. And it shows that a knowledge of rhetoric is
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public misconceptions, Everyday Use equips students to be effective communicators in the academic
world and in everyday life. - Publisher.
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was born to grow, / alongside my garden of plants, / poems / like / this one“ So writes Alice Walker in
this new book of poems, poems composed over the course of one year in response to joy and sorrow
both personal and global: the death of loved ones, war, the deliciousness of love, environmental
devastation, the sorrow of rejection, greed, poverty, and the sweetness of home. The poems embrace
our connections while celebrating the joy of individuality, the power we each share to express our
truest, deepest selves. Beloved for her ability to speak her own truth in ways that speak for and
about countless others, she demonstrates that we are stronger than our circumstances. As she
confronts personal and collective challenges, her words dance, sing, and heal.
  everyday use alice walker: Alice Walker: Living by the Word Alice Walker, 2011-12-29 'An
extraordinarily diverse collection; pure Walker, fresh-eyed and sassy' NEW YORK TIMES Living by
the Word is a memorable collection of essays, letters and journal extracts from Pulitzer Prize winner,
Alice Walker. In her own immaculate prose, Alice Walker opens an intimate window to her world -
whether it be her troubled relationship with her father, her upbringing amidst the poverty of rural
Georgia, her daughter Rebecca, or simply her joy in choosing plants for her garden, planning the
colours of her home, or relishing the taste of freshly picked vegetables. In other essays she explores
themes such as the nature of dreams, justice, folklore and the role of ancestors. She details the story
of Dessie Woods who was sent to jail for murdering her would-be rapist and highlights the role of
racism and prejudice in the law's treatment of black women. Finally we travel with her on her
journey to China, to Bali, and a visit to Nine Miles - the birthplace of the legendary Bob Marley.
  everyday use alice walker: Critical Essays on Alice Walker Ikenna Dieke, 1999-11-30
Provides a collection of critical and interpretative essays on works by Alice Walker.
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  everyday use alice walker: Alice Walker's Short Story Everyday Use Martin Eder, 2014-09-22
Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject English - Pedagogy, Didactics, Literature Studies,
grade: 2,0, University of Passau, language: English, abstract: This term paper provides the concept
of a teaching unit concerning the short story Everyday Use by Alice Walker. Apart from the different
analyses there should also be given an overview of recommendations and possibilities that could be
used for creating a teaching unit. Everyday Use was published in 1973 and is basically about a black
mother and her two daughters. Whereas one daughter, Dee, had the possibility to go to school and
visit college, Maggie, the younger daughter, still lives with her mother and did not enjoy higher
education. One day, Dee, who is accompanied by her boyfriend, visits her mother and her sister at
her old home. As the story continues it becomes clear that obvious differences have developed
between the opinions of Dee and her mother alternatively her sister.
  everyday use alice walker: Interviews with Black Writers John O'Brien, 1973-10-01



  everyday use alice walker: Black Feminist Criticism Barbara Christian, 1985 A collection of
critical essays on African-American women writers.
  everyday use alice walker: Trauma Narratives and Herstory S. Andermahr, S. Pellicer-Ortin,
Silvia Pellicer-Ortín, 2013-04-09 Featuring contributions from a wide array of international scholars,
the book explores the variety of representational strategies used to depict female traumatic
experiences in texts by or about women, and in so doing articulates the complex relation between
trauma, gender and signification.
  everyday use alice walker: Short Story Criticism, Volume 94 Jessica Bomarito, 2006-12
Presents literary criticism on the works of short-story writers of all nations, cultures, and time
periods. Critical essays are selected from leading sources, including published journals, magazines,
books, reviews, diaries, newspapers, pamphlets, and scholarly papers.
  everyday use alice walker: The Color Purple Alice Walker, 2011-09-20 The Pulitzer Prize– and
National Book Award–winning novel is now a new, boldly reimagined film from producers Oprah
Winfrey and Steven Spielberg, starring Taraji P. Henson, Danielle Brooks, and Fantasia Barrino. A
PBS Great American Read Top 100 Pick Celie has grown up poor in rural Georgia, despised by the
society around her and abused by her own family. She strives to protect her sister, Nettie, from a
similar fate, and while Nettie escapes to a new life as a missionary in Africa, Celie is left behind
without her best friend and confidante, married off to an older suitor, and sentenced to a life alone
with a harsh and brutal husband. In an attempt to transcend a life that often seems too much to
bear, Celie begins writing letters directly to God. The letters, spanning 20 years, record a journey of
self-discovery and empowerment guided by the light of a few strong women. She meets Shug Avery,
her husband’s mistress and a jazz singer with a zest for life, and her stepson’s wife, Sofia, who
challenges her to fight for independence. And though the many letters from Celie’s sister are hidden
by her husband, Nettie’s unwavering support will prove to be the most breathtaking of all. The Color
Purple has sold more than five million copies, inspired an Academy Award-nominated film starring
Oprah Winfrey and directed by Steven Spielberg, and been adapted into a Tony-winning Broadway
musical. Lauded as a literary masterpiece, this is the groundbreaking novel that placed Walker “in
the company of Faulkner” (The Nation), and remains a wrenching—yet intensely
uplifting—experience for new generations of readers. This ebook features a new introduction written
by the author on the 25th anniversary of publication, and an illustrated biography of Alice Walker
including rare photos from the author’s personal collection. The Color Purple is the 1st book in the
Color Purple Collection, which also includes The Temple of My Familiar and Possessing the Secret of
Joy.
  everyday use alice walker: The Color Purple Alice Walker, 2023-08-01 The inspiration for the
new film adaptation of the Tony-winning Broadway musical Alice Walker’s iconic modern classic, and
winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award A powerful cultural touchstone of modern
literature, The Color Purple depicts the lives of African American women in early twentieth-century
rural Georgia. Separated as girls, sisters Celie and Nettie sustain their loyalty to and hope in each
other across time, distance, and silence. Through a series of letters spanning twenty years, first from
Celie to God, then the sisters to each other despite the unknown, the novel draws readers into its
rich and memorable portrayals of Celie, Nettie, Shug Avery and Sofia and their experience. The
Color Purple broke the silence around domestic and sexual abuse, narrating the lives of women
through their pain and struggle, companionship and growth, resilience and bravery. Deeply
compassionate and beautifully imagined, Alice Walker's epic carries readers on a spirit-affirming
journey toward redemption and love.
  everyday use alice walker: Novels of Everyday Life Laurie Langbauer, 2019-05-15 Laurie
Langbauer argues that our worldview is shaped not just by great public events but also by the most
overlooked and familiar aspects of common life—the everyday. This sphere of the everyday has
always been a crucial component of the novel, but has been ignored by many writers and critics and
long associated with the writing of women. Focusing on the linked series of novels characteristic of
later Victorian and early modern fiction—such as Margaret Oliphant's Carlingford Chronicles or the



Sherlock Holmes stories—she investigates how authors make use of the everyday as a foundation to
support their versions of realism. What happens when—in the series novel, or in contemporary
theory—the everyday becomes a site of contestation and debate? Langbauer pursues this question
through the novels of Margaret Oliphant, Charlotte Yonge, Anthony Trollope, and Arthur Conan
Doyle—and in the writings of Dorothy Richardson, Virginia Woolf, and John Galsworthy as they
reflect on their Victorian predecessors. She also explores accounts of the everyday in the works of
such theorists as Henri Lefebvre, Michel de Certeau, and Sigmund Freud, as well as materialist
critics, including George Lukacs, Max Horkheimer, and Theodor Adorno. Her work shows how these
writers link the series and the everyday in ways that reveal different approaches to comprehending
the obscurity that makes up daily life.
  everyday use alice walker: History and September 11th Joanne Jay Meyerowitz, 2003 This
collection of essays sets the attacks on the United States in historical perspective. It rejects the
notion of an age-old 'clash of civilizations' and instead examines the histories of American
nationalism, anti-Americanism, US foreign policy and Islamic fundamentalism amongst other topics.
  everyday use alice walker: The Tower Kate London, 2021-11-04 She closed her eyes and saw,
as if on a loop, a repeating backdrop of square windows, blue sky and concrete spinning and
passing, passing, passing. She could not escape the horror of it: falling unstoppably, irretrievably
until the hard concrete reaches up. That last glimpse of them at the edge. A long-serving beat cop in
the Met and a teenage girl fall to their deaths from a tower block in London's East End. Left alive on
the roof are a five year old boy and rookie police officer Lizzie Griffiths. Within hours, Lizzie Griffiths
has disappeared, and DPS officer Sarah Collins sets out to uncover the truth around the grisly
deaths, in an investigation which takes her into the dark heart of policing in London. Grounded in
the terrifying realities of policing a city where the affluent middle-classes live cheek-by-jowl with the
poorest immigrants, this is a complex, intelligent, thrilling crime novel by an author who has walked
the beat.
  everyday use alice walker: The Color Purple Harold Bloom, 2008 Presents a collection of
critical essays about Alice Walker's The color purple.
  everyday use alice walker: The World Has Changed Alice Walker, 2010-04-20 The National
Book Award– and Pulitzer Prize–winning author’s fascinating and far-reaching conversations with
acclaimed writers and thought leaders. Spanning more than three decades, this collection of
fascinating discussions between Alice Walker and renowned writers, leaders, and teachers, explores
the changes that Walker has experienced in the world, as well as the change she herself has brought
to it. Compelling literary and cultural figures such as Gloria Steinem, Pema Chödrön, and Howard
Zinn represent a different stage in Walker’s artistic and spiritual development. Yet, they also offer
an unprecedented look at her career and political growth. Noted literary scholar Rudolph Byrd sets
Walker’s work into context with an introductory essay, as well as with a comprehensive annotated
bibliography of her writings. “Read as separate pieces, these conversations offer vivid glimpses of
Walker’s energetic personality. Taken together, they offer a sense of her marvelous engagement
with her world.” —Kirkus Reviews
  everyday use alice walker: To Hell with Dying Alice Walker, 1988 The author relates how old
Mr. Sweet, though often on the verge of dying, could always be revived by the loving attention that
she and her brother gave him.
  everyday use alice walker: Anything We Love Can Be Saved Alice Walker, 2012-04-04 In
Anything We Love Can Be Saved, Alice Walker writes about her life as an activist, in a book rich in
the belief that the world is saveable, if only we will act. Speaking from her heart on a wide range of
topics--religion and the spirit, feminism and race, families and identity, politics and social
change--Walker begins with a moving autobiographical essay in which she describes her own
spiritual growth and roots in activism. She goes on to explore many important private and public
issues: being a daughter and raising one, dreadlocks, banned books, civil rights, and gender
communication. She writes about Zora Neale Hurston and Salman Rushdie and offers advice to Bill
Clinton. Here is a wise woman's thoughts as she interacts with the world today, and an important



portrait of an activist writer's life. NOTE: This edition does not include photographs.
  everyday use alice walker: Black Foremothers Dorothy Sterling, 1988 Powerful stories from
women who shaped African American culture and history in the years between 1826 and 1959.
  everyday use alice walker: I Came a Stranger Hilda Polacheck, 1991-03 Hilda Satt
Polacheck's family emigrated from Poland to Chicago in 1892, bringing their old-world Jewish
traditions with them into the Industrial Age. Throughout her career as a writer and activist,
Polacheck (1882-1967) never forgot the immigrant neighborhoods, the markets, and the scents and
sounds of Chicago's West Side. Here, in charming and colorful prose, she recounts her introduction
to American life and the Hull-House community, her friendship with Jane Addams, her marriage, her
support of civil rights, woman suffrage, and the Women's International League for Peace and
Freedom, and her experiences as a writer for the WPA.
  everyday use alice walker: Becoming American Thomas J. Archdeacon, 1984-03 Traces the
history of American immigration from 1607 to the 1920s and looks at how groups of immigrants
have adapted to the United States.
  everyday use alice walker: Female Subjects in Black and White Elizabeth Abel, Barbara
Christian, Helene Moglen, 1997-05-28 On literature, feminism and race.
  everyday use alice walker: Fiction Laurie G. Kirszner, 1993-09-23 Includes the fiction section
from Literature: Reading, Reacting, Writing 2/e with three student papers and works by women,
minority, non-Western and contemporary authors.
  everyday use alice walker: Handbook of the American Short Story Erik Redling, Oliver
Scheiding, 2022-01-19 The American short story has always been characterized by exciting aesthetic
innovations and an immense range of topics. This handbook offers students and researchers a
comprehensive introduction to the multifaceted genre with a special focus on recent developments
due to the rise of new media. Part I provides systematic overviews of significant contexts ranging
from historical-political backgrounds, short story theories developed by writers, print and digital
culture, to current theoretical approaches and canon formation. Part II consists of 35 paired
readings of representative short stories by eminent authors, charting major steps in the evolution of
the American short story from its beginnings as an art form in the early nineteenth century up to the
digital age. The handbook examines historically, methodologically, and theoretically the coming
together of the enduring narrative practice of compression and concision in American literature. It
offers fresh and original readings relevant to studying the American short story and shows how the
genre performs American culture.
  everyday use alice walker: In Her Own Image Ingrid Wendt, 1980 The work of Western
women artists, past and present, is collected here in a stunning array of forms: fiction, poetry,
autobiography, essay, journal and letter writing, sculpture, painting, graphics, photography,
ceramics, needlework, music, and dance. The unique experience of women artists from diverse
national, ethnic, racial, and economic backgrounds is explored from their own viewpoints, as are the
relationships between women's social condition and women's art.
  everyday use alice walker: Alice Walker's Metaphysics Nagueyalti Warren, 2019-01-16
Catapulted to fame in 1982 with the publication of her third novel—the Pulitzer Prize–winning The
Color Purple—Alice Walker has become one of America’s most celebrated and divisive authors. With
books such as Meridian and The Third Life of Grange Copeland, Walker’s writing has frequently
been cited for messages in support of civil rights and feminism. Above all, however, Walker is a
spiritual seeker. Her works are dominated by the search for truth, wholeness, and the spirit that
connects everyone and everything. In Alice Walker’s Metaphysics: Literature of Spirit, Nagueyalti
Warren examines the philosophy and worldview present in all of Walker’s writing. Warren contends
that Walker is a literary theologian, citing the transformative changes that take place in the author’s
fictional characters. Warren also points to Walker’s bravery in approaching taboo subjects, her
generosity of spirit, and her love for humanity, which are represented throughout her poems, novels,
short stories, children’s books, and essays. This analysis is further supplemented by primary sources
from Walker’s unpublished material, including notes and scrapbooks. By exploring the spirituality



evident throughout the author’s work, this volume shows how Walker challenges readers to
recognize and understand their responsibility to the earth—and to one another. Providing a fresh,
accessible look at one of the twentieth century’s most prolific women writers, Alice Walker’s
Metaphysics: Literature of Spirit will appeal to both academics and fans of the author’s varied
literature.
  everyday use alice walker: Alice Walker Gerri Bates, 2005-10-30 Alice Walker, born in
Eatonton, Georgia in 1944, overcame a disadvantaged sharecropping background, blindness in one
eye, and the tense times of the Civil Rights Movement to become one of the world's most respected
African American writers. While attending both Spelman and Sarah Lawrence Colleges, Walker
began to draw on both her personal tragedies and those of her community to write poetry, essays,
short stories, and novels that would tell the virtually untold stories of oppressed African and African
American women, providing readers with hope and inspiring activisim. Perhaps best known for her
novel The Color Purple (1982), which won the Pulitzer Prize in 1983 and became a controversial film
three years later, Walker has introduced and developed womanist theory, criticism and practice, and
continues to champion the causes of women of color by encouraging their strength and liberation in
her life and her writings. Literary works analyzed in this volume: The Third Life of Grange Copeland,
Meridian, The Color Purple, The Temple of My Familiar, Possessing the Secret of Joy, By the Light of
My Father's Smile, The Way Forward Is With a Broken Heart, Now is the Time to Open Your Heart.
  everyday use alice walker: On Racial Icons Nicole R. Fleetwood, 2015-07-15 What meaning
does the American public attach to images of key black political, social, and cultural figures?
Considering photography’s role as a means of documenting historical progress, what is the
representational currency of these images? How do racial icons “signify”? Nicole R. Fleetwood’s
answers to these questions will change the way you think about the next photograph that you see
depicting a racial event, black celebrity, or public figure. In On Racial Icons, Fleetwood focuses a
sustained look on photography in documenting black public life, exploring the ways in which iconic
images function as celebrations of national and racial progress at times or as a gauge of collective
racial wounds in moments of crisis. Offering an overview of photography’s ability to capture shifting
race relations, Fleetwood spotlights in each chapter a different set of iconic images in key sectors of
public life. She considers flash points of racialized violence in photographs of Trayvon Martin and
Emmett Till; the political, aesthetic, and cultural shifts marked by the rise of pop stars such as Diana
Ross; and the power and precarity of such black sports icons as Serena Williams and LeBron James;
and she does not miss Barack Obama and his family along the way. On Racial Icons is an eye-opener
in every sense of the phrase. Images from the book.
(http://rutgerspress.rutgers.edu/pages/Fleetwood.aspx)
  everyday use alice walker: New Perspectives in Diasporic Experience Connie Rapoo, Maria
Luisa Coelho, Zahira Sarwar, 2019-01-04 This edited volume discusses the discourse, experience
and representation of Diaspora from a variety of cultural and disciplinary perspectives and offers
new and original insight into contemporary notions of Diaspora.
  everyday use alice walker: Alice Walker Banned Alice Walker, 1996 Featuring a reprint of
Alice Walker's short stories Roselily and Am I Blue?, this little gift book carries a serious message
about censorship. Holt's Introduction decribes past forms of literary censorship in the United States
and places the contemporary banning of books within that history.
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