
everything that rises must converge
everything that rises must converge is a phrase that resonates deeply within literature,
philosophy, and social commentary. Whether you’re intrigued by its historical roots, its profound
role in Flannery O’Connor’s acclaimed short story, or its philosophical implications, understanding
this concept opens doors to richer interpretations and critical analysis. In this comprehensive guide,
we’ll explore the origins and meaning of “everything that rises must converge,” examine its literary
and philosophical significance, analyze its use within modern contexts, and provide practical insights
into its relevance today. Expect detailed analyses, thematic breakdowns, and essential background
information for students, enthusiasts, and researchers alike. Read on to unlock the layers of meaning
and discover how this phrase continues to shape conversations in literature, philosophy, and society.

Understanding the Meaning and Origins of “Everything That Rises Must Converge”

Exploring Flannery O’Connor’s Short Story: Themes and Analysis

Philosophical Implications and Broader Significance

Modern Applications and Cultural Relevance

Key Takeaways and Essential Insights

Understanding the Meaning and Origins of “Everything
That Rises Must Converge”

The phrase “everything that rises must converge” holds rich historical and philosophical
significance. At its core, it suggests that disparate entities or ideas, as they evolve or ascend, are
destined to intersect or unite at a higher level of existence. This concept is widely attributed to the
French philosopher Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, whose work in evolutionary theory and Christian
mysticism explored the convergence of humanity and spirituality as part of a cosmic process. The
phrase encapsulates the belief in an ultimate unity—whether spiritual, intellectual, or social—that
transcends individual differences.

In literary and academic circles, “everything that rises must converge” has been used to discuss
social integration, philosophical evolution, and personal transformation. Its application is broad,
making it a versatile tool for analyzing complex societal shifts and ideological developments. The
phrase itself has become a touchstone for debates on progress, unity, and the reconciliation of
opposing forces in various disciplines.

Key Historical Context



Pierre Teilhard de Chardin first introduced the concept in the mid-20th century, linking it to his
theories on the evolution of consciousness and the spiritual destiny of humanity. According to
Teilhard, as entities (be they individuals, societies, or religions) progress, they inevitably move
toward greater convergence and unity—a process he called the “Omega Point.” This idea influenced
many writers and thinkers, including Flannery O’Connor, who later adopted the phrase for her short
story collection.

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin’s evolutionary theory

Spiritual and philosophical unity

Influence on modern literature and social theory

Exploring Flannery O’Connor’s Short Story: Themes
and Analysis

Flannery O’Connor’s short story “Everything That Rises Must Converge” is a cornerstone of
American literature, celebrated for its incisive portrayal of race, social change, and generational
conflict in the mid-20th century South. The story centers on Julian and his mother as they navigate
shifting racial dynamics and personal biases during a bus ride, revealing deep-seated prejudices and
the tensions of integration.

Major Themes in O’Connor’s Story

O’Connor’s work uses the titular phrase to highlight the inevitable clash and integration of social
classes, races, and personal beliefs. The story explores the following key themes:

Racial integration and social change

Generational conflict

Irony and moral revelation

The complexity of personal identity

Through Julian’s interactions with his mother and the people on the bus, O’Connor exposes the
limitations of self-righteousness and the painful process of societal convergence. The story’s
conclusion, marked by tragedy, underlines the cost of resistance to change and the deep emotional
currents that drive human behavior.



Symbolism and Narrative Techniques

O’Connor employs powerful symbolism throughout the story. The bus itself becomes a microcosm for
society, where various ‘rising’ forces—new social norms, generational perspectives—must ultimately
converge. The characters’ actions, dialogue, and inner conflicts serve as mirrors for the broader
social transformations taking place during the Civil Rights era.

Philosophical Implications and Broader Significance

Beyond literature, “everything that rises must converge” provides a philosophical framework for
understanding progress and unity in human development. Teilhard de Chardin’s vision, rooted in
evolutionary theory and Christian mysticism, argues that all forms of progress—scientific, moral,
spiritual—contribute to a greater convergence of consciousness and being. This idea has been
influential in fields ranging from theology to sociology and psychology.

Philosophy of Convergence

The concept of convergence is foundational to Teilhard’s philosophy. He posited that as humans
evolve intellectually and spiritually, their differences gradually diminish, giving way to higher unity.
This philosophical stance addresses:

Human progress and unity

Reconciliation of conflicting ideologies

The role of spiritual evolution in society

Teilhard’s ideas invite reflection on the nature of conflict, cooperation, and the potential for
collective advancement. In contemporary discourse, the phrase is cited in debates on
multiculturalism, globalism, and the integration of technology with human life.

Ethical and Social Considerations

The process of convergence is not without ethical complexities. The integration of diverse groups
and ideas often involves tension, resistance, and the need for empathy. Philosophers and social
theorists use “everything that rises must converge” to discuss the responsibilities inherent in
progress and the importance of fostering inclusive environments where unity does not mean
uniformity.



Modern Applications and Cultural Relevance

The enduring influence of “everything that rises must converge” is evident in contemporary culture,
education, and social policy. Its message of unity through growth resonates in discussions about
globalization, technological advancement, and cross-cultural collaboration. In academia, the phrase
is studied as a lens for understanding integration and the reconciliation of differences in literature,
history, and social sciences.

Contemporary Uses in Literature and Media

Writers and filmmakers frequently reference the phrase to evoke themes of transformation, unity,
and conflict resolution. It appears in essays, speeches, and artistic works aimed at exploring the
challenges and opportunities presented by societal evolution. The phrase’s versatility ensures its
continued relevance in modern storytelling and critique.

Relevance in Education and Social Policy

Educators use “everything that rises must converge” to encourage students to embrace diversity and
recognize the interconnectedness of ideas and cultures. Social policymakers draw on the concept to
design initiatives that promote inclusion, equity, and mutual understanding in increasingly diverse
communities.

Key Takeaways and Essential Insights

“Everything that rises must converge” is more than a literary phrase—it is a guiding principle for
understanding progress, unity, and the dynamic interplay of forces in society and philosophy. Its
origins in Teilhard de Chardin’s thought and Flannery O’Connor’s literature underscore its
multifaceted significance. Whether applied to personal growth, social change, or intellectual
development, the phrase challenges us to consider the possibilities and responsibilities inherent in
convergence.

The phrase signifies the inevitable unity of rising entities or ideas.1.

Its roots lie in Teilhard de Chardin’s evolutionary and spiritual philosophy.2.

Flannery O’Connor’s short story explores its social and moral dimensions.3.

Philosophical and ethical implications are relevant in modern contexts.4.

Its message continues to shape literature, education, and social theory.5.



Trending Questions and Answers about Everything That
Rises Must Converge

Q: What does “everything that rises must converge” mean in
philosophy?
A: In philosophy, “everything that rises must converge” refers to the idea that as entities or ideas
progress and evolve, they ultimately move toward a higher state of unity or integration. This concept
is associated with Pierre Teilhard de Chardin’s vision of spiritual and intellectual convergence in
human evolution.

Q: Who originally coined the phrase “everything that rises
must converge”?
A: The phrase is most commonly attributed to Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a French philosopher and
theologian known for his work on evolutionary theory and the convergence of humanity toward
spiritual unity.

Q: How does Flannery O’Connor use “everything that rises
must converge” in her short story?
A: Flannery O’Connor uses the phrase as the title and central theme of her short story to explore
racial integration, generational conflict, and the moral complexities of social change in the American
South during the Civil Rights era.

Q: What are the main themes of O’Connor’s “Everything That
Rises Must Converge”?
A: The main themes include racial integration, generational conflict, irony, moral revelation, and the
complexity of personal identity. The story examines how individuals confront and resist social
progress and change.

Q: Why is the phrase “everything that rises must converge”
still relevant today?
A: The phrase remains relevant because it addresses universal issues of unity, progress, and the
reconciliation of differences. It is used in discussions about globalization, diversity, social
integration, and personal transformation.



Q: What is the Omega Point theory related to “everything that
rises must converge”?
A: The Omega Point theory, proposed by Teilhard de Chardin, suggests that all evolution and
progress are moving toward a final point of spiritual and intellectual unity—a concept closely linked
to the idea of convergence.

Q: How can “everything that rises must converge” be applied
in education?
A: In education, the phrase is used to encourage students to embrace diversity, foster inclusion, and
understand the interconnectedness of ideas, cultures, and perspectives as part of holistic learning.

Q: Is “everything that rises must converge” only relevant to
literature?
A: No, while it is prominent in literature, especially through O’Connor’s work, the phrase has broad
applications in philosophy, social theory, education, and cultural studies.

Q: What is the significance of the bus in O’Connor’s story?
A: In “Everything That Rises Must Converge,” the bus serves as a symbol of society, where different
social forces and individuals must confront and interact, representing the convergence of racial and
generational dynamics.

Q: How does the concept of convergence relate to modern
society?
A: In modern society, convergence refers to the blending and integration of cultures, technologies,
and ideas, highlighting the importance of unity and cooperation in a rapidly changing world.
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Everything That Rises Must Converge: Unpacking the
Power of Shared Destiny

Have you ever felt the pull of interconnectedness, a sense that seemingly disparate events are
ultimately drawn together? This feeling resonates with the profound message of the phrase
"everything that rises must converge," a concept that holds significant weight in various aspects of
life, from personal growth to global trends. This post delves deep into the meaning and implications
of this powerful statement, exploring its application across diverse fields and offering insights into
how understanding convergence can enhance your life and perspective. We'll examine its
philosophical underpinnings, practical applications, and potential future implications.

Understanding the Core Meaning of "Everything That Rises
Must Converge"

The phrase "everything that rises must converge" isn't a scientifically proven law, but rather a
potent metaphor reflecting the inherent interconnectedness of systems and events. It suggests that
despite apparent divergence, opposing forces, or seemingly unrelated trajectories, there's an
underlying unity that inevitably brings things together. Think of it like the various tributaries of a
river – each flowing independently, yet all ultimately merging into the same powerful current.

This convergence isn't necessarily harmonious; it can involve conflict, competition, or even chaos.
However, the fundamental principle remains: disparate elements, whether ideas, cultures,
technologies, or individual destinies, will ultimately find points of intersection and influence one
another.

Applications in Different Contexts:

1. Technological Convergence: This is perhaps the most readily apparent application. We see the
convergence of technologies constantly. The smartphone, for example, is a prime illustration,
combining computing power, communication capabilities, photographic tools, and entertainment
options into a single device. This trend continues with the convergence of AI, IoT, and cloud
computing, shaping a rapidly evolving technological landscape.

2. Cultural Convergence: Globalization has accelerated the merging of cultures. Food, music,
fashion, and beliefs are constantly exchanged and adapted, leading to a fascinating blend of
traditions. This can be a source of both enrichment and conflict, highlighting the complex nature of
convergence.

3. Economic Convergence: The global economy demonstrates this principle clearly. Economic forces,
from supply chains to trade agreements, intertwine nations and markets, creating both opportunities



and challenges. The rise of multinational corporations and global financial markets exemplifies this
convergence.

4. Personal Growth and Convergence: On a personal level, the phrase resonates with the idea of
integrating disparate aspects of oneself. Our experiences, beliefs, and relationships all contribute to
the "convergence" of our individual identities, shaping who we become. This process often involves
overcoming internal conflicts and integrating seemingly contradictory elements of our personality.

The Challenges of Convergence:

While convergence often brings positive outcomes, it also presents significant challenges. The rapid
pace of technological convergence, for instance, can lead to job displacement and social disruption.
Cultural convergence can result in the loss of unique traditions and cultural diversity. Navigating
these challenges requires careful consideration, proactive adaptation, and a focus on inclusive
growth.

The Future Implications of Convergence:

As we move forward, understanding and anticipating convergence will become increasingly crucial.
This understanding can enable us to:

Develop more effective strategies: By anticipating points of convergence, businesses can adapt to
changing market conditions and develop more resilient strategies.
Foster inclusive growth: Acknowledging the interconnectedness of different communities and
cultures can help us create more equitable and sustainable systems.
Solve complex problems: Addressing global challenges like climate change requires a concerted
effort that recognizes the convergence of environmental, economic, and social factors.

Harnessing the Power of Convergence:

The concept of "everything that rises must converge" offers a powerful framework for understanding
the world around us. By recognizing the interconnectedness of events and trends, we can better
adapt to change, create opportunities, and contribute to a more cohesive and sustainable future.
Embracing this principle encourages a more holistic perspective, allowing us to see the bigger
picture and understand how our actions ripple outward, impacting others and the world at large.

Conclusion:



"Everything that rises must converge" serves as a profound reminder of the interconnectedness of
all things. While this convergence can be both challenging and transformative, understanding its
dynamics is crucial for navigating the complexities of the modern world and shaping a better future.
By embracing this principle, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the intricate web of relationships
that binds us all.

FAQs:

1. Is "everything that rises must converge" a scientific law? No, it's a metaphorical expression
highlighting the interconnectedness of systems and events.

2. How can I apply the concept of convergence to my personal life? By recognizing how your various
experiences and relationships shape your identity and by striving for internal harmony.

3. What are the potential negative consequences of convergence? Job displacement, cultural
homogenization, and increased inequality are some potential downsides.

4. How can businesses use the concept of convergence to their advantage? By anticipating
technological and market shifts and adapting their strategies accordingly.

5. Can convergence be used to solve global problems? Yes, understanding the interconnected nature
of global challenges can facilitate more effective collaborative solutions.

  everything that rises must converge: Everything That Rises Must Converge Flannery
O'Connor, 2015-01-01 Julian, a recent college graduate, accompanies his mother on the bus to her
weekly exercise session. A self-styled intellectual, Julian resents his mother’s ingrained prejudice
and superiority, but is forced to face the consequences when their actions put them at odds with the
passengers of their recently racially-integrated bus. American author Flannery O’Connor is known
for her portrayal of flawed characters and their inevitable spiritual transformation. “Everything That
Rises Must Converge” addresses themes of institutional discrimination at a time when racial barriers
were being shattered. HarperPerennialClassics brings great works of literature to life in digital
format, upholding the highest standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all its forms.
Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your digital library.
  everything that rises must converge: Everything that Rises Lawrence Weschler, 2006 From a
cuneiform tablet to a Chicago prison, from the depths of the cosmos to the text on our T-shirts,
Lawrence Weschler finds strange connections wherever he looks. The farther one travels (through
geography, through art, through science, through time), the more everything seems to converge -- at
least, it does if you're looking through Weschler's giddy, brilliant eyes. Weschler combines his keen
insights into art, his years of experience as a chronicler of the fall of Communism, and his triumphs
and failures as the father of a teenage girl into a series of essays sure to illuminate, educate, and
astound.
  everything that rises must converge: Everything That Rises Must Converge Flannery
O'Connor, 1965 Nine stories of the fierceness and struggle of life among white people in the new
South.
  everything that rises must converge: The Habit of Being Flannery O'Connor, 1988-08-01
Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Special Award I have come to think that the true likeness
of Flannery O'Connor will be painted by herself, a self-portrait in words, to be found in her letters . .
. There she stands, a phoenix risen from her own words: calm, slow, funny, courteous, both modest



and very sure of herself, intense, sharply penetrating, devout but never pietistic, downright,
occasionally fierce, and honest in a way that restores honor to the word.—Sally Fitzgerald, from the
Introduction
  everything that rises must converge: Make Ours Marvel Matt Yockey, 2017-06-20 Tracing
the rise of the Marvel Comics brand from the creation of the Fantastic Four to the development of
the Marvel Cinematic Universe, this volume of original essays considers how a comic book publisher
became a transmedia empire.
  everything that rises must converge: Flannery O'Connor Frederick Asals, 2011-03-15 This
study explores the dualities that inform the entire body of Flannery O'Connor's fiction. From the
almost unredeemable world of Wise Blood to the climactic moments of revelation that infuse The
Violent Bear It Away and Everything That Rises Must Converge, O'Connor's novels and stories
wrestle with extremes of faith and reason, acceptance and revolt; they arch between cool narrative
and explosive action, between a sacramental vision and a primary intuition of reality.
  everything that rises must converge: Wise Blood Flannery O'Connor, 2015-02-12 Wise
Blood, Flannery O'Connor's first novel, is the story of Hazel Motes who, released from the armed
services, returns to the evangelical Deep South. There he begins a private battle against the
religiosity of the community and in particular against Asa Hawkes, the 'blind' preacher, and his
degenerate fifteen-year-old daughter. In desperation Hazel founds his own religion, 'The Church
without Christ', and this extraordinary narrative moves towards its savage and macabre resolution.
'A literary talent that has about it the uniqueness of greatness.' Sunday Telegraph 'No other major
American writer of our century has constructed a fictional world so energetically and forthrightly
charged by religious investigation.' The New Yorker 'A genius.' New York Times
  everything that rises must converge: The Strange Birds of Flannery O'Connor Amy Alznauer,
2020-07-21 “I intend to stand firm and let the peacocks multiply, for I am sure that, in the end, the
last word will be theirs.” —Flannery O’Connor When she was young, the writer Flannery O’Connor
was captivated by the chickens in her yard. She’d watch their wings flap, their beaks peck, and their
eyes glint. At age six, her life was forever changed when she and a chicken she had been training to
walk forwards and backwards were featured in the Pathé News, and she realized that people want to
see what is odd and strange in life. But while she loved birds of all varieties and kept several species
around the house, it was the peacocks that came to dominate her life. Written by Amy Alznauer with
devotional attention to all things odd and illustrated in radiant paint by Ping Zhu, The Strange Birds
of Flannery O’Connor explores the beginnings of one author’s lifelong obsession. Amy Alznauer lives
in Chicago with her husband, two children, a dog, a parakeet, sometimes chicks, and a part-time
fish, but, as of today, no elephants or peacocks. Ping Zhu is a freelance illustrator who has worked
with clients big and small, won some awards based on the work she did for aforementioned clients,
attracted new clients with shiny awards, and is hoping to maintain her livelihood in Brooklyn by
repeating that cycle.
  everything that rises must converge: Everything That Rises Must Converge: Stories Flannery
O'Connor, 1965-01-01 Flannery O'Connor was working on Everything That Rises Must Converge at
the time of her death. This collection is an exquisite legacy from a genius of the American short
story, in which she scrutinizes territory familiar to her readers: race, faith, and morality. The stories
encompass the comic and the tragic, the beautiful and the grotesque; each carries her highly
individual stamp and could have been written by no one else.
  everything that rises must converge: Three by Flannery O'Connor Flannery O'Connor, 1983
  everything that rises must converge: Mystery and Manners Flannery O'Connor, 1969 At
her death in 1964, O'Connor left behind a body of unpublished essays and lectures as well as a
number of critical articles that had appeared in scattered publications during her too-short lifetime.
The keen writings comprising Mystery and Manners, selected and edited by O'Connor's lifelong
friends Sally and Robert Fitzgerald, are characterized by the directness and simplicity of the
author's style, a fine-tuned wit, understated perspicacity, and profound faith. The book opens with
The King of the Birds, her famous account of raising peacocks at her home in Milledgeville, Georgia.



Also included are: three essays on regional writing, including The Fiction Writer and His Country
and Some Aspects of the Grotesque in Southern Fiction; two pieces on teaching literature, including
Total Effect and the 8th Grade; and four articles concerning the writer and religion, including The
Catholic Novel in the Protestant South. Essays such as The Nature and Aim of Fiction and Writing
Short Stories are widely seen as gems. This bold and brilliant essay-collection is a must for all
readers, writers, and students of contemporary American literature.
  everything that rises must converge: Conversations with Flannery O'Connor Flannery
O'Connor, 1987 As this collection of interviews shows, Flannery O'Connor's fiction, though bound to
a particular time and place, embodies and reveals universal ideas. O'Connor's curiosity about human
nature and its various manifestations compelled her to explore mysterious places in the mind and
heart. Despite her short life and prolonged illness, O'Connor was interviewed in a variety of times
and locations. The circumstances of the interviews did not seem to matter much to O'Connor; her
approach and demeanor remained consistent. Her self-knowledge was always apparent, in her
confidence in herself, in her enterprise as a writer, and in her beliefs. She could penetrate the
surfaces; she could see things in depth. Her perceptions were wide-ranging and insightful. Her
interviews, given sparingly but with careful reflection and precision, make a unique contribution to
an understanding of her fiction and to the evolving narrative of her short but influential life. Dr.
Rosemary M. Magee is Vice President and Secretary of the University at Emory University.
  everything that rises must converge: Flannery O'Connor and Teilhard de Chardin Steven
Robert Watkins, 2009 Flannery O'Connor, the renowned short-story writer, lived and fought a
tumultuous battle with lupus erythematosus most of her adult life. In her last five years, she sought
insightful and helpful sources to alleviate her struggle with the disease. Among these sources were
the ideas and thoughts of a Jesuit-paleontologist-mystic by the name of Pierre Teilhard de Chardin,
an individual who opened doors of witness to the secular world and attracted suspicious questioning
from his Catholic superiors. Like a moth drawn to a flame, Flannery O'Connor, a devoted Thomist,
increasingly admired the ideas of Teilhard de Chardin to the point that she incorporated his ideas
into her last six short stories in the collection Everything That Rises Must Converge. This book adds
significantly to the neglected study of Teilhard de Chardin's influence in the later literary
development of Flannery O'Connor. This book would be a valuable asset to students and scholars
focusing on American literature, Southern literature, twentieth-century Southern female writers,
and Flannery O'Connor.
  everything that rises must converge: Collected Works Flannery O'Connor, 1988 Contents:
Wise Blood - A Good Man is Hard to Find - The Violent Bear It Away - Everything That Rises Must
Converge - Stories and Occasional Prose - Letters.
  everything that rises must converge: Flannery O'Connor Harold Bloom, 2009 Presents a
collection of critical essays on the works of Flannery O'Connor.
  everything that rises must converge: Flannery O'Connor's Religious Imagination George
Kilcourse, 2001 Reclaims Flannery O'Connor's Catholic identity and culture as the key to
interpreting her stories and novels.
  everything that rises must converge: The Presence of Grace and Other Book Reviews by
Flannery O'Connor Flannery O'Connor, 2008-03-01 During the 1950s and early 1960s Flannery
O'Connor wrote more than a hundred book reviews for two Catholic diocesan newspapers in
Georgia. This full collection of these reviews nearly doubles the number that have appeared in print
elsewhere and represents a significant body of primary materials from the O'Connor canon. We find
in the reviews the same personality so vividly apparent in her fiction and her lectures--the unique
voice of the artist that is one clear sign of genius. Her spare precision, her humor, her extraordinary
ability to permit readers to see deeply into complex and obscure truths-all are present in these
reviews and letters.
  everything that rises must converge: The Lame Shall Enter First Flannery O'Connor,
2015-01-01 At his wit’s end with his son’s grief over the death of his mother a year earlier, Sheppard
invites a troubled youth, Rufus, into their home. Contemptuous of Sheppard, Rufus resists the man’s



attempts to improve him, but the extent—and consequences—of Rufus’s disdain for Sheppard
become clear only in Rufus’s dealings with Sheppard’s son, Norton. American author Flannery
O’Connor is known for her portrayal of flawed characters and their inevitable spiritual
transformation. “The Lame Shall Enter First” is a haunting story of a flawed man unable to connect
with and comfort his grieving son. HarperPerennial Classics brings great works of literature to life
in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all
its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your digital library.
  everything that rises must converge: A Good Man is Hard to Find Flannery O'Connor,
2016-08-02 These ten classic stories are masterful depictions of the underside of life, deep in the
American South. On receiving an early copy, Evelyn Waugh remarked 'If these stories are in fact the
work of a young lady, they are indeed remarkable.'She's horrifyingly funny . . . It's that cool,
removed style combined with very black stories.' Donna Tartt'No one has written better about the
reality of evil. Few have written as well, with such sharp-edged compassion, about the weaknesses
and follies of humanity, about the operation of grace in our lives and about the necessity of humility.
Her stories - her intelligence and passion - can restore reason to minds unhinged by our
fame-obsessed, technology-obsessed culture.' Dean Koontz, New York Times
  everything that rises must converge: Flannery O'Connor and Robert Giroux Patrick Samway
S.J., 2018-03-30 Flannery O'Connor is considered one of America's greatest fiction writers. The
immensely talented Robert Giroux, editor-in-chief of Harcourt, Brace & Company and later of Farrar,
Straus; Giroux, was her devoted friend and admirer. He edited her three books published during her
lifetime, plus Everything that Rises Must Converge, which she completed just before she died in
1964 at the age of thirty-nine, the posthumous The Complete Stories of Flannery O'Connor, and the
subsequent award-winning collection of her letters titled The Habit of Being. When poet Robert
Lowell first introduced O'Connor to Giroux in March 1949, she could not have imagined the impact
that meeting would have on her life or on the landscape of postwar American literature. Flannery
O'Connor and Robert Giroux: A Publishing Partnership sheds new light on an area of Flannery
O’Connor’s life—her relationship with her editors—that has not been well documented or narrated
by critics and biographers. Impressively researched and rich in biographical details, this book
chronicles Giroux’s and O’Connor’s personal and professional relationship, not omitting their circle
of friends and fellow writers, including Robert Lowell, Caroline Gordon, Sally and Robert Fitzgerald,
Allen Tate, Thomas Merton, and Robert Penn Warren. As Patrick Samway explains, Giroux guided
O'Connor to become an internationally acclaimed writer of fiction and nonfiction, especially during
the years when she suffered from lupus at her home in Milledgeville, Georgia, a disease that
eventually proved fatal. Excerpts from their correspondence, some of which are published here for
the first time, reveal how much of Giroux's work as editor was accomplished through his letters to
Milledgeville. They are gracious, discerning, and appreciative, just when they needed to be. In
Father Samway's portrait of O'Connor as an extraordinarily dedicated writer and businesswoman,
she emerges as savvy, pragmatic, focused, and determined. This engrossing account of O'Connor's
publishing history will interest, in addition to O'Connor's fans, all readers and students of American
literature.
  everything that rises must converge: The Manual of Detection Jedediah Berry, 2009-03-05
In this tightly plotted yet mind-expanding debut novel, an unlikely detective, armed with only an
umbrella and a singular handbook, must untangle a string of crimes committed in and through
people's dreams. In an unnamed city always slick with rain, Charles Unwin is a humble file clerk
working for a huge and imperious detective agency, and all he knows about solving mysteries comes
from filing reports for the illustrious investigator Travis Sivart. When Sivart goes missing, and his
supervisor turns up murdered, Unwin is suddenly promoted to detective, a rank for which he lacks
both the skills and the stomach. His only guidance comes from his new assistant, who would be
perfect if she weren't so sleepy, and from the pithy yet profound Manual of Detection. The Manual of
Detection defies comparison; it is a brilliantly conceived, meticulously realised novel that will change
what you think about how you think.



  everything that rises must converge: A Prayer Journal Flannery O'Connor, 2013-11-12 I
would like to write a beautiful prayer, writes the young Flannery O'Connor in this deeply spiritual
journal, recently discovered among her papers in Georgia. There is a whole sensible world around
me that I should be able to turn to Your praise. Written between 1946 and 1947 while O'Connor was
a student far from home at the University of Iowa, A Prayer Journal is a rare portal into the interior
life of the great writer. Not only does it map O'Connor's singular relationship with the divine, but it
shows how entwined her literary desire was with her yearning for God. I must write down that I am
to be an artist. Not in the sense of aesthetic frippery but in the sense of aesthetic craftsmanship;
otherwise I will feel my loneliness continually . . . I do not want to be lonely all my life but people
only make us lonelier by reminding us of God. Dear God please help me to be an artist, please let it
lead to You. O'Connor could not be more plain about her literary ambition: Please help me dear God
to be a good writer and to get something else accepted, she writes. Yet she struggles with any trace
of self-regard: Don't let me ever think, dear God, that I was anything but the instrument for Your
story. As W. A. Sessions, who knew O'Connor, writes in his introduction, it was no coincidence that
she began writing the stories that would become her first novel, Wise Blood, during the years when
she wrote these singularly imaginative Christian meditations. Including a facsimile of the entire
journal in O'Connor's own hand, A Prayer Journal is the record of a brilliant young woman's
coming-of-age, a cry from the heart for love, grace, and art.
  everything that rises must converge: Flannery O'Connor R. Neil Scott, 2002
  everything that rises must converge: The Displaced Person Flannery O'Connor, 2015-01-01
After the end of the Second World War, Mrs. McIntyre, a farm owner, decides to hire a man
displaced by the war as a farm hand, but jealousy from her other workers and racial issues soon
complicate the arrangement. Written by Flannery O’Connor while visiting her mother’s farm, “The
Displaced Person” has ties to the author’s own experiences of the O’Connor family’s hiring of a
displaced person on their farm after the end of the war. “The Displaced Person” was originally
published in O’Connor’s 1955 anthology, A Good Man Is Hard to Find. HarperPerennial Classics
brings great works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook
production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial
Classics collection to build your digital library.
  everything that rises must converge: The Life You Save May Be Your Own Flannery
O'Connor, 2015-01-01 When Tom Shiftlet arrives on a farm owned by an old woman and her deaf
daughter, he is at first only interested in finding a place to stay in exchange for work. However,
when the old woman offers her daughter Lucynell to him in marriage, along with a sum of money, he
accepts, though his intentions towards the girl remain unclear. Similar in theme and style to many of
other Flannery O’Connor’s short stories, “The Life You Save My Be Your Own” was originally
published in O’Connor’s short story collection, A Good Man Is Hard to Find. HarperPerennial
Classics brings great works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in
ebook production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the
HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your digital library.
  everything that rises must converge: Radical Ambivalence Angela Alaimo O'Donnell,
2020-06-02 Radical Ambivalence is the first book-length study of Flannery O’Connor’s attitude
toward race in her fiction and correspondence. It is also the first study to include controversial
material from unpublished letters that reveals the complex and troubling nature of O’Connor’s
thoughts on the subject. O’Connor lived and did most of her writing in her native Georgia during the
tumultuous years of the civil rights movement. In one of her letters, O’Connor frankly expresses her
double-mindedness regarding the social and political upheaval taking place in the United States with
regard to race: “I hope that to be of two minds about some things is not to be neutral.” Radical
Ambivalence explores this double-mindedness and how it manifests itself in O’Connor’s fiction.
  everything that rises must converge: The Flannery O'Connor Collection Flannery O'Connor,
2019-03 Dig into the rich tradition of Catholic literature with these significant and influential books
recommended by Bishop Barron. These titles have transformed cultures and have proven



indispensable to those seeking to encounter God, as revealed in Jesus Christ through His Church.
The books are each elegantly bound and include a ribbon bookmark and a foreword and charcoal
sketch of the book's author by Bishop Barron! You will not only enrich your life with these works,
you'll be proud to display these gorgeous editions in your home or office.
  everything that rises must converge: 99 Novels Anthony Burgess, 1984
  everything that rises must converge: Common As Air Lewis Hyde, 2012-03-01 In 1963,
Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his famous ‘ I Have a Dream’ speech. Thirty years later his son
registered the words ‘ I Have a Dream’ as a trademark and successfully blocked attempts to
reproduce these four words. Unlike the Gettysburg Address and other famous speeches, ‘ I Have a
Dream’ is now private property, even though some the speech is comprised of words written by
Thomas Jefferson, a man who very much believed that the corporate land grab of knowledge was at
odds with the development of civil society. Exploring the complex intersection between creativity
and commerce, Hyde raises the question of how our shared store of art and knowledge might be
made compatible with our desire to copyright everything, and questions whether the fruits of
creative labour can – or should – be privately owned, especially in the digital age. ‘ In what sense,’
he writes, ‘ can someone own, and therefore control other people’ s access to, a work of fiction or a
public speech or the ideas behind a drug?’ Moving deftly between literary analysis, history and
biography (from Benjamin Franklin’ s reluctance to patent his inventions to Bob Dylan’ s admission
that his early method of songwriting was largely comprised of ‘ rearranging verses to old blues
ballads, adding an original line here or there… slapping a title on it’ ), Common As Air is a stirring
call-to-arms about how we might concretely legislate for a cultural commons that would
simultaneously allow for financial reward and protection from monopoly. Rigorous, informative and
riveting, this is a book for anyone who is interested in the creative process.
  everything that rises must converge: Flannery Brad Gooch, 2009-02-25 The landscape of
American literature was fundamentally changed when Flannery O'Connor stepped onto the scene
with her first published book, Wise Blood, in 1952. Her fierce, sometimes comic novels and stories
reflected the darkly funny, vibrant, and theologically sophisticated woman who wrote them. Brad
Gooch brings to life O'Connor's significant friendships -- with Robert Lowell, Elizabeth Hardwick,
Walker Percy, and James Dickey among others -- and her deeply felt convictions, as expressed in her
communications with Thomas Merton, Elizabeth Bishop, and Betty Hester. Hester was famously
known as A in O'Connor's collected letters, The Habit of Being, and a large cache of correspondence
to her from O'Connor was made available to scholars, including Brad Gooch, in 2006. O'Connor's
capacity to live fully -- despite the chronic disease that eventually confined her to her mother's farm
in Georgia -- is illuminated in this engaging and authoritative biography. Praise for Flannery:
Flannery O'Connor, one of the best American writers of short fiction, has found her ideal biographer
in Brad Gooch. With elegance and fairness, Gooch deals with the sensitive areas of race and religion
in O'Connor's life. He also takes us back to those heady days after the war when O'Connor studied
creative writing at Iowa. There is much that is new in this book, but, more important, everything is
presented in a strong, clear light.-Edmund White This splendid biography gives us no saint or martyr
but the story of a gifted and complicated woman, bent on making the best of the difficult hand fate
has dealt her, whether it is with grit and humor or with an abiding desire to make palpable to
readers the terrible mystery of God's grace.-Frances Kiernan, author of Seeing Mary Plain: A Life of
Mary McCarthy A good biographer is hard to find. Brad Gooch is not merely good-he is
extraordinary. Blessed with the eye and ear of a novelist, he has composed the life that admirers of
the fierce and hilarious Georgia genius have long been hoping for.-Joel Conarroe, President
Emeritus, John Simon Guggenheim Foundation
  everything that rises must converge: On Reading Well Karen Swallow Prior, 2018-09-04 ★
Publishers Weekly starred review A Best Book of 2018 in Religion, Publishers Weekly Reading great
literature well has the power to cultivate virtue, says acclaimed author Karen Swallow Prior. In this
book, she takes readers on a guided tour through works of great literature both ancient and modern,
exploring twelve virtues that philosophers and theologians throughout history have identified as



most essential for good character and the good life. Covering authors from Henry Fielding to
Cormac McCarthy, Jane Austen to George Saunders, and Flannery O'Connor to F. Scott Fitzgerald,
Prior explores some of the most compelling universal themes found in the pages of classic books,
helping readers learn to love life, literature, and God through their encounters with great writing.
The book includes end-of-chapter reflection questions geared toward book club discussions, original
artwork throughout, and a foreword by Leland Ryken. The hardcover edition was named a Best Book
of 2018 in Religion by Publishers Weekly. [A] lively treatise on building character through
books.'--Publishers Weekly (starred review)
  everything that rises must converge: The Complete Stories Flannery O'Connor, 2019-05-07
Winner of the National Book Award for Fiction, these thirty-one powerful and disturbing stories
cement Flannery O'Connor as one of the preeminent fiction writers of the twentieth century. This
collection includes twelve stories that did not appear in the two story collections O'Connor put
together in her lifetime. This collection includes the following short stories: The Geranium The
Barber Wildcat The Crop The Turkey The Train The Peeler The Heart of the Park A Stroke of Good
Fortune Enoch and the Gorilla A Good Man Is Hard to Find A Late Encounter with the Enemy The
Life You Save May Be Your Own The River A Circle in the Fire The Displaced Person A Temple of the
Holy Ghost The Artificial Nigger Good Country People You Can't Be Any Poorer Than Dead Greeleaf
A View of the Woods The Enduring Chill The Comforts of Home Everything That Rises Must
Converge The Partridge Festival The Lame Shall Enter First Why Do the Heathen Rage Revelation
Parker's Back Judgement Day Penguin Random House Canada is proud to bring you classic works of
literature in e-book form, with the highest quality production values. Find more today and rediscover
books you never knew you loved.
  everything that rises must converge: Piranesi Susanna Clarke, 2020-09-15 Winner of the
2021 Women's Prize for Fiction A SUNDAY TIMES & NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER The
spectacular new novel from the bestselling author of JONATHAN STRANGE & MR NORRELL, 'one of
our greatest living authors' NEW YORK MAGAZINE __________________________________ Piranesi lives
in the House. Perhaps he always has. In his notebooks, day after day, he makes a clear and careful
record of its wonders: the labyrinth of halls, the thousands upon thousands of statues, the tides that
thunder up staircases, the clouds that move in slow procession through the upper halls. On Tuesdays
and Fridays Piranesi sees his friend, the Other. At other times he brings tributes of food to the Dead.
But mostly, he is alone. Messages begin to appear, scratched out in chalk on the pavements. There is
someone new in the House. But who are they and what do they want? Are they a friend or do they
bring destruction and madness as the Other claims? Lost texts must be found; secrets must be
uncovered. The world that Piranesi thought he knew is becoming strange and dangerous. The
Beauty of the House is immeasurable; its Kindness infinite. __________________________________ 'What a
world Susanna Clarke conjures into being ... Piranesi is an exquisite puzzle-box' DAVID MITCHELL
'It subverts expectations throughout ... Utterly otherworldly' GUARDIAN 'Piranesi astonished me. It
is a miraculous and luminous feat of storytelling' MADELINE MILLER 'Brilliantly singular' SUNDAY
TIMES 'A gorgeous, spellbinding mystery ... This book is a treasure, washed up upon a forgotten
shore, waiting to be discovered' ERIN MORGENSTERN 'Head-spinning ... Fully imagined and richly
evoked' TELEGRAPH **Pre-order now** **The 20th anniversary edition of the fantasy classic
Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell – with an exquisite new package and an exclusive introduction by V
E Schwab** **Buy The Wood at Midwinter – a beautifully illustrated Christmas story from the queen
of fantasy**
  everything that rises must converge: The Body in Flannery O'Connor's Fiction Donald E.
Hardy, 2007 This is a reading of physical obsession in O'Connor through linguistic and literary
techniques. central struggle between spirit and matter in O'Connor through a close quantitative
examination of the interactions of grammatical voice and physical bodies in her texts. Bridging
literary theory and linguistics, Hardy demonstrates that the many constructions in which the body
parts of O'Connor's characters are foregrounded, either as subjects or objects, are grammatical
manipulations of semantic variations on what linguists deem the middle voice - roughly indicating



that the subject is acting upon himself or herself. productive approach to understanding O'Connor's
use of the body and its parts in her explorations of the sacramental and the grotesque. Linguistic
analysis of grammatical middle voice is coupled with quantitative analysis of body-part words and
the collocations in which they appear to present a new point of entrance to understanding
O'Connor's stylistic manipulations of the body as central to the rift between spirit and matter.
Through this method of reading O'Connor, Hardy makes a valuable contribution to the growing body
of work that is introducing linguistic terminology and concepts into literary studies.
  everything that rises must converge: A Subversive Gospel Michael Mears Bruner,
2017-10-24 The good news of Jesus Christ is a subversive gospel, and following Jesus is a subversive
act. Exploring the theological aesthetic of American author Flannery O'Connor, Michael Bruner
argues that her fiction reveals what discipleship to Jesus Christ entails by subverting the traditional
understandings of beauty, truth, and goodness.
  everything that rises must converge: The Critical Response to Flannery O'Connor
Douglas Robillard, 2004-12-30 With an emphasis on examining Flannery O'Connor's literary
reputation during her lifetime, and the growth of that reputation after her death, this collection
brings together fifty years of critical reactions to her work.
  everything that rises must converge: Everything That Rises Joseph Stroud, 2019 The
poems in Joseph Stroud's sixth book, Everything That Rises, explore living in a mortal world, the
passage of time, aging, the experience of loss, the power of memory, and the redemptive possibilities
of poetry. The book is sequenced into six sections, each distinctive in theme and style. It includes a
variety of forms, from six-line lyrics, prose poems, slender vertical poems, odes, homages, reveries,
and longer narrative, ruminative works. One section presents translations from Virgil, Catullus, Tu
Fu, Pablo Neruda, and poems from the ancient Sanskrit and Tamil. Wide-ranging in subject, setting,
and literary and cultural allusion, Stroud's poems move quietly, reverently across the earth and
through time with a keen observation and wonder at the world's luminous presence.
  everything that rises must converge: The Last Orphan Gregg Hurwitz, 2023-02-14 Evan
Smoak returns in The Last Orphan, the next New York Times bestselling Orphan X thriller--when
everything changes and everything is at risk. As a child, Evan Smoak was plucked out of a group
home, raised and trained as an off-the-books assassin for the government as part of the Orphan
program. When he broke with the program and went deep underground, he left with a lot of secrets
in his head that the government would do anything to make sure never got out. When he remade
himself as The Nowhere Man, dedicated to helping the most desperate in their times of trouble,
Evan found himself slowly back on the government's radar. Having eliminated most of the Orphans
in the program, the government will stop at nothing to eliminate the threat they see in Evan. But
Orphan X has always been several steps ahead of his pursuers. Until he makes one little mistake...
Now the President has him in her control and offers Evan a deal - eliminate a rich, powerful man she
says is too dangerous to live and, in turn, she'll let Evan survive. But when Evan left the Program he
swore to only use his skills against those who really deserve it. Now he has to decide what's more
important - his principles or his life.
  everything that rises must converge: The Political Economy of Iraq Gunter, Frank R.,
2021-10-15 The second edition of The Political Economy of Iraq is as comprehensive and accessible
as the first with updated data and analysis. Frank R. Gunter discusses in detail how the convergence
of the ISIS insurgency, collapse in oil prices, and massive youth unemployment produced a serious
political crisis in 2020. This work ends with a discussion of key policy decisions that will determine
Iraq’s future. This volume will be a valuable resource for anyone with a professional, business, or
academic interest in the post-2003 political economy of Iraq.
  everything that rises must converge: Good Things Out of Nazareth Flannery O'Connor,
2019-10-15 A literary treasure of over one hundred unpublished letters from National Book
Award-winning author Flannery O'Connor and her circle of extraordinary friends. Flannery
O’Connor is a master of twentieth-century American fiction, joining, since her untimely death in
1964, the likes of Hawthorne, Hemingway, and Faulkner. Those familiar with her work know that



her powerful ethical vision was rooted in a quiet, devout faith and informed all she wrote and did.
Good Things Out of Nazareth, a much-anticipated collection of many of O’Connor’s previously
unpublished letters—along with those of literary luminaries such as Walker Percy (The Moviegoer),
Caroline Gordon (None Shall Look Back), Katherine Anne Porter (Ship of Fools), Robert Giroux and
movie critic Stanley Kauffmann. The letters explore such themes as creativity, faith, suffering, and
writing. Brought together, they form a riveting literary portrait of these friends, artists, and
thinkers. Here we find their joys and loves, as well as their trials and tribulations as they struggle
with doubt and illness while championing their beliefs and often confronting racism in American
society during the civil rights era. Praise for Good Things Out of Nazareth “An epistolary group
portrait that will appeal to readers interested in the Catholic underpinnings of O'Connor's life and
work . . . These letters by the National Book Award–winning short story writer and her friends
alternately fit and break the mold. Anyone looking for Southern literary gossip will find plenty of
barbs. . . . But there’s also higher-toned talk on topics such as the symbolism in O’Connor’s work and
the nature of free will.”—Kirkus Reviews “A fascinating set of Flannery O’Connor’s correspondence .
. . The compilation is highlighted by gems from O’Connor’s writing mentor, Caroline Gordon. . . .
While O’Connor’s milieu can seem intimidatingly insular, the volume allows readers to feel closer to
the writer, by glimpsing O’Connor’s struggles with lupus, which sometimes leaves her bedridden or
walking on crutches, and by hearing her famously strong Georgian accent in the colloquialisms she
sprinkles throughout the letters. . . . This is an important addition to the knowledge of O’Connor, her
world, and her writing.”—Publishers Weekly
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