
figurative language in the lottery
figurative language in the lottery is a captivating topic that uncovers the intricate
literary devices used by Shirley Jackson in her famed short story, "The Lottery." This article
offers a comprehensive exploration of how figurative language enhances the narrative,
deepens the story’s themes, and affects readers on a profound level. You'll discover the
specific types of figurative language in "The Lottery," such as symbolism, irony, imagery,
and foreshadowing, while learning how Jackson’s stylistic choices contribute to the
unsettling atmosphere and social commentary. Whether you are a student, educator, or
literature enthusiast, this detailed analysis will guide you through the powerful impact of
figurative language in "The Lottery," shedding light on why this short story remains a staple
in literary discussions. Read on to deepen your understanding of literary techniques and
their purposeful use in Jackson’s masterful work.
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Understanding Figurative Language in "The
Lottery"

Figurative language in "The Lottery" serves as a powerful literary tool, allowing Shirley
Jackson to communicate complex ideas and evoke strong emotions beyond the literal
meanings of words. By employing various figures of speech, Jackson enriches the narrative
and delivers a chilling message about tradition, conformity, and human nature. Figurative
language includes devices like symbolism, metaphor, simile, irony, and imagery, each
adding depth to the story and encouraging readers to engage critically with its themes.
Recognizing the significance of these devices is essential to fully appreciating Jackson’s
craftsmanship and the enduring relevance of "The Lottery." This section sets the foundation
for understanding the types and functions of figurative language throughout the story.



Types of Figurative Language Used in the Story

Shirley Jackson skillfully integrates a variety of figurative language techniques to
strengthen the narrative and provoke thought. The primary types used in "The Lottery"
include:

Symbolism

Irony

Imagery

Foreshadowing

Metaphor and Simile

Each device plays a unique role in conveying themes and enhancing the reader’s
experience. By examining these types individually, it becomes clear how figurative
language elevates the story’s impact and meaning.

The Role of Symbolism in "The Lottery"

Symbolism is one of the most prominent forms of figurative language in "The Lottery."
Through symbols, Jackson transforms ordinary objects and actions into representations of
larger concepts. The lottery itself symbolizes blind adherence to tradition, while the black
box stands for the resistance to change and the dark consequences of outdated customs.
The slips of paper, stones, and even the setting—a seemingly idyllic village—carry symbolic
weight, contrasting appearances with underlying truths. By embedding symbolism
throughout the story, Jackson encourages readers to question the nature and value of
societal rituals.

Irony and Its Impact on the Narrative

Irony is a cornerstone of figurative language in "The Lottery," creating tension between
expectations and reality. Jackson’s use of situational irony is evident from the story’s
opening, where the cheerful village gathering hides a sinister purpose. The title itself is
ironic, as lotteries are typically associated with winning prizes, not life-or-death
consequences. Verbal irony appears in the villagers’ casual conversations, masking the
horror of their actions. This pervasive irony intensifies the story’s shock value and compels
readers to reconsider the nature of community and violence.



Imagery and Descriptive Language

Jackson employs vivid imagery to establish mood and immerse readers in the world of "The
Lottery." Descriptions of the sunny summer day, blooming flowers, and green grass set a
scene of normalcy and peace, which is soon shattered by the story’s events. The contrast
between the serene environment and the brutal ritual underscores the story’s themes and
heightens emotional impact. Through sensory details and evocative language, Jackson uses
figurative language to draw readers into the narrative and make the climax even more
jarring.

Foreshadowing and Suspense

Foreshadowing is a subtle yet powerful element of figurative language in "The Lottery."
Jackson plants clues throughout the narrative that hint at the story’s grim outcome. The
children’s collection of stones, the villagers’ nervousness, and the ominous tone beneath
their dialogue all suggest that the lottery is not a benign event. This deliberate use of
foreshadowing builds suspense, keeping readers engaged and uneasy as the story unfolds.
The careful placement of these hints demonstrates Jackson’s mastery of narrative pacing
and tension.

Purpose and Effect of Figurative Language in
"The Lottery"

The primary purpose of figurative language in "The Lottery" is to deepen the story’s
meaning and provoke reflection on its themes. By using literary devices, Jackson exposes
the dangers of unquestioned tradition, the darkness within ordinary communities, and the
capacity for violence. Figurative language also serves to manipulate readers’ emotions,
guiding them from comfort to discomfort as the narrative shifts. The overall effect is a
haunting and memorable story that invites analysis and discussion long after the final line.

Key Examples of Figurative Language in the Text

Understanding figurative language in "The Lottery" is easier with clear examples from the
text. Key instances include:

Symbolism: The black box symbolizes death, tradition, and the community’s
resistance to change.

Irony: The festive atmosphere of the lottery contrasts with its deadly outcome,
creating situational irony.



Imagery: Descriptions such as “the morning of June 27th was clear and sunny, with
the fresh warmth of a full-summer day” use imagery to set an ironic scene.

Foreshadowing: The children gathering stones early in the story hints at their later
role in the ritual.

Metaphor: The lottery as a metaphor for societal conformity and scapegoating.

These examples illustrate how Shirley Jackson crafts a multi-layered narrative through the
deliberate use of figurative language.

Conclusion

Figurative language in "The Lottery" is essential for understanding the story’s depth and
enduring significance. Through symbolism, irony, imagery, and foreshadowing, Shirley
Jackson weaves a narrative that challenges readers to reflect on tradition, violence, and
human behavior. By analyzing these literary devices, readers gain insight into the
complexities of the story and the broader messages it conveys. The skillful use of figurative
language not only enhances the story’s impact but also secures its place as a classic work
of American literature.

Q: What is figurative language in "The Lottery"?
A: Figurative language in "The Lottery" refers to the use of literary devices such as
symbolism, irony, imagery, and foreshadowing to convey deeper meanings and enhance
the narrative beyond the literal interpretation of the text.

Q: How does Shirley Jackson use symbolism in "The
Lottery"?
A: Shirley Jackson uses symbolism in "The Lottery" through objects like the black box, which
represents tradition and death, and the lottery itself, symbolizing blind conformity and the
dangers of unquestioned rituals.

Q: What role does irony play in "The Lottery"?
A: Irony in "The Lottery" is used to create a stark contrast between the story’s peaceful
setting and its violent conclusion, as well as to highlight the unexpected and shocking
nature of the villagers’ actions.



Q: Can you give examples of imagery in "The Lottery"?
A: Yes, examples of imagery in "The Lottery" include the description of the clear and sunny
summer day, the blooming flowers, and the gathering of villagers, which establish a
deceptive sense of normalcy and serenity.

Q: How does foreshadowing contribute to suspense in
"The Lottery"?
A: Foreshadowing in "The Lottery" builds suspense by hinting at the dark outcome through
subtle details, such as the children collecting stones and the villagers’ unease, making the
story’s climax more impactful.

Q: What is the effect of figurative language on the
reader?
A: Figurative language in "The Lottery" engages the reader’s imagination, evokes strong
emotions, and prompts critical thinking about the story’s themes and the consequences of
societal traditions.

Q: Why is the setting described in such detail in "The
Lottery"?
A: The detailed description of the setting uses imagery as a form of figurative language to
create an atmosphere of normalcy, which makes the story’s violent twist more shocking
and effective.

Q: How does the black box function as a symbol in the
story?
A: The black box symbolizes the villagers’ attachment to outdated traditions and their
reluctance to embrace change, serving as a physical representation of the story’s central
themes.

Q: Is metaphor used in "The Lottery"?
A: Yes, metaphor is present in "The Lottery," with the ritual itself serving as a metaphor for
conformity, scapegoating, and the dangers of following tradition without question.

Q: What makes figurative language important in
analyzing "The Lottery"?
A: Figurative language is important in analyzing "The Lottery" because it reveals the deeper
meanings, themes, and social commentary embedded in the story, allowing readers to



engage with the text on multiple levels.
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Figurative Language in Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery"

Are you fascinated by the chilling power of Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery"? Beyond the shocking
climax, the story's unsettling effect stems partly from Jackson's masterful use of figurative language.
This post delves deep into the subtle yet potent figurative devices employed in "The Lottery,"
revealing how they contribute to the story's overall atmosphere of unease and foreshadowing. We'll
analyze specific examples, exploring how metaphors, similes, and other literary techniques heighten
the tension and amplify the story's disturbing themes. Prepare to uncover a new layer of
appreciation for this classic tale of unsettling conformity.

H2: The Power of Foreshadowing Through Figurative
Language

Jackson masterfully uses figurative language not just to describe the setting and characters but also
to foreshadow the horrifying events to come. The seemingly innocuous descriptions subtly hint at the
violence and brutality that lie ahead.

H3: The "Cloudy" Atmosphere of Dread

The opening description of the day – "a clear and sunny, with the fresh warmth of a full-summer day;
the flowers were blossoming profusely and the grass was richly green" – is immediately juxtaposed
with the sense of unease permeating the village. This initial idyllic image, a classic example of irony,
sets a stark contrast to the dark events unfolding. The seemingly ordinary day becomes a metaphor
for the deceptive normalcy masking the barbaric ritual. The seemingly innocent children gathering
stones can be seen as a symbol of the upcoming violence.
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H3: Similes and the Growing Tension

As the lottery progresses, Jackson uses similes to build suspense. Phrases such as "Mr. Summers'
voice was gruff" or the description of the black box as "old and worn" aren't just descriptive; they
are subtle foreshadowing. The "worn" box, a symbol of tradition and ritual, hints at the age-old,
almost decaying nature of the brutal practice it represents. These seemingly simple similes subtly
heighten the growing tension, painting a picture of a community slowly moving toward a horrific act.

H2: Personification and the Dehumanization of the
Victims

Jackson effectively employs personification to emphasize the dehumanization of Tessie Hutchinson
and other villagers. The lottery itself is almost personified; it's not just a process, but an entity with
its own power and agency. The black box, through its age and worn condition, takes on an almost
sinister presence.

H3: The Stones as Symbols of Violence

The stones, initially depicted as seemingly innocent objects used by children in play, transform into
instruments of death. This gradual shift, through vivid descriptions and implied action, acts as
powerful symbolism. The stones themselves become almost personified in the minds of the readers,
representing the brutal indifference of the community. Their transformation from playful objects to
deadly weapons underscores the dehumanization at the heart of the lottery.

H2: Metaphors of Conformity and Blind Obedience

The entire lottery can be viewed as a powerful metaphor for blind obedience to tradition and the
dangers of unquestioning conformity. The villagers participate in the ritual year after year, despite
the obvious brutality, highlighting the insidious nature of societal pressure and the fear of deviating
from established norms. Even Tessie Hutchinson, initially seemingly content, only objects when the
lottery directly affects her. This illustrates the fragility of individual conscience in the face of
collective conformity.

H2: The Significance of Setting and its Figurative Use



The setting itself isn't just a backdrop; it's an integral part of the story's figurative language. The
seemingly idyllic village creates a stark contrast with the brutal ritual, enhancing the shock value
and emphasizing the hidden darkness within an outwardly normal community. The description of the
cheerful atmosphere and the blooming flowers before the lottery adds to the terrifying nature of the
event, creating a significant example of juxtaposition, a powerful figurative technique.

H2: Analyzing the Impact of Figurative Language on
Theme

The effectiveness of Jackson's storytelling lies in her ability to use seemingly simple figurative
language to convey complex themes. The subtle shift in tone and the gradual increase in tension,
created through careful use of simile, metaphor, and personification, effectively conveys the story’s
disturbing themes of conformity, tradition, and the inherent violence hidden beneath the surface of
seemingly ordinary life. The chilling effect of the story remains powerful precisely because of
Jackson's skillful use of these literary devices.

Conclusion

Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery" is a masterclass in the use of figurative language. By subtly weaving
metaphors, similes, personification, and other literary devices into the narrative, Jackson creates a
deeply unsettling atmosphere and foreshadows the horrifying climax. The seemingly simple
descriptions become powerful tools for conveying complex themes, ultimately leaving the reader
disturbed and pondering the dangers of blind conformity and unquestioning adherence to tradition.
By carefully analyzing the figurative language, we gain a deeper appreciation for the story's lasting
impact and its enduring relevance.

FAQs

1. What is the most significant metaphor in "The Lottery"? The lottery itself is arguably the most
significant metaphor, representing blind adherence to tradition and the potential for violence
inherent in unquestioning conformity.

2. How does personification contribute to the story's atmosphere? Personification, particularly of the
black box and the stones, creates a sense of ominous foreboding and highlights the dehumanizing
aspects of the ritual.

3. What is the role of irony in "The Lottery"? The irony lies in the juxtaposition of a seemingly idyllic
setting and cheerful atmosphere with the brutal violence of the lottery, creating a shocking contrast
that emphasizes the story's disturbing themes.



4. How does the use of simile build suspense? Similes such as the description of Mr. Summers' voice
as "gruff" contribute to the overall mood of unease and subtly foreshadow the violence to come.

5. Why is analyzing figurative language crucial to understanding "The Lottery"? Analyzing figurative
language allows for a deeper understanding of the story's themes, its unsettling atmosphere, and
Jackson's skillful manipulation of narrative to create a lasting impact on the reader.
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IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE
COUNTING BY 7S MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR COUNTING BY 7S KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ
COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE
QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS
TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
  figurative language in the lottery: ENGLISH LITERATURE NARAYAN CHANGDER,
2023-01-04 THE ENGLISH LITERATURE MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A
VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF
VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR
ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO
ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY
ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE ENGLISH LITERATURE MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR ENGLISH
LITERATURE KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR
PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END
OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND
PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
  figurative language in the lottery: Winter Birds Jamie Langston Turner, 2006-09-01 Plain and
dutiful, Sophia Hess has lived most of her life without ever knowing genuine love. Her professor
husband had married her for the convenience of having a typist for his scholarly papers. The
discovery of a dark secret opens her eyes to the truth about her marriage and her husband.
Eventually nephew Patrick and his wife, Rachel, take Sophia into their home, and she observes from
a careful distance their earnest faith and the simple gifts of kindness they generously bestow upon
her and others-this in spite of an unthinkable tragedy they've suffered. Dare she unlock the door
behind which she stalwartly conceals her broken heart? An insightful and moving portrayal of the
transforming power of love
  figurative language in the lottery: Don't Call Me Ishmael Michael Bauer, 2012-01-01 By
the time ninth grade begins, Ishmael Leseur knows it won't be long before Barry Bagsley, the class
bully, says, Ishmael? What kind of wussy-crap name is that? Ishmael's perfected the art of making
himself virtually invisible. But all that changes when James Scobie joins the class. Unlike Ishmael,
James has no sense of fear - he claims it was removed during an operation. Now nothing will stop
James and Ishmael from taking on bullies, bugs and Moby Dick, in the toughest, weirdest, most
embarrassingly awful - and the best - year of their lives.
  figurative language in the lottery: Resources in Education , 1994
  figurative language in the lottery: Common Core Standards - Academic Language in the
Classroom Eli R. Johnson, 2012
  figurative language in the lottery: We Have Always Lived in the Castle Shirley Jackson, 1962
We Have Always Lived in the Castle is a deliciously unsettling novel about a perverse, isolated, and
possibly murderous family and the struggle that ensues when a cousin arrives at their estate.
  figurative language in the lottery: August & September Monthly Collection, Grade 3 ,
2018-07-13 The August • September Monthly Collection for third grade provides interactive learning
activities. The included August • September calendar is filled with important events and holidays.
This collection can be used for independent practice, small group work, or homework. Student
resource pages are available in color and black and white. Included in this collection: •STEM project
•ELA reviews •Math reviews •Handwriting practice •Word Search The August • September Monthly
Collection for third grade can be used by teachers or parents to provide fun learning opportunities
to start the year out right. Each Monthly Collection is designed to save teachers time, with



grade-appropriate resources and activities that can be used alongside classroom learning, as
independent practice, center activities, or homework. Each one includes ELA, Math, and Science
resources in a monthly theme, engaging students with timely and interesting content. All Monthly
Collections included color and black and white student pages, an answer key, and editable calendars
for teachers to customize. This resource may be printed and photocopied for use in a single
classroom only.
  figurative language in the lottery: Mastering Primary Religious Education Maria James,
Julian Stern, 2019-02-21 Mastering Primary Religious Education introduces the primary religious
education curriculum and helps trainees and teachers learn how to plan and teach inspiring lessons
that make religious education irresistible. Topics covered include: · Current developments in
religious education · Religious education as an irresistible activity · Religious education as a
practical activity · Skills to develop in religious education · Promoting curiosity · Assessing children
in religious education · Practical issues This guide includes examples of children's work, case
studies, readings to reflect upon and reflective questions that all help to show students and teachers
what is considered to be best and most innovative practice, and how they can use that knowledge in
their own teaching to the greatest effect. The book draws on the experience of two leading
professionals in primary religious education, Maria James and Julian Stern, to provide the essential
guide to teaching religious education for all trainee and qualified primary teachers.
  figurative language in the lottery: RONALD REAGAN NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-02-05
THE RONALD REAGAN MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE
RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS
COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS.
WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR
GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT,
IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE
RONALD REAGAN MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR RONALD REAGAN KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ
COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE
QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS
TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
  figurative language in the lottery: TAJ MAHAL NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-02-04 THE TAJ
MAHAL MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR
INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE
EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS
EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF
THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT,
IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE TAJ
MAHAL MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR TAJ MAHAL KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS,
ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS
ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY
THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
  figurative language in the lottery: George W. Cable Arlin Turner, 1966-03-01 George
Washington Cable, compared in his lifetime to Dickens and Daudet and praised in Moscow as a
disciple of Turgenev, was more than a local colorist of Creole days in New Orleans. He was a
crusader as well -- and a crusader for a dangerously unpopular cause.Originally published in 1956 by
Duke University Press, this biography won the Charles S. Sydnor Award given by the Southern
Historical Association for the best book in Southern History over a two-year period.
  figurative language in the lottery: The Oxford Guide to Practical Lexicography B. T. Sue
Atkins, Michael Rundell, 2008-06-19 This is a down-to-earth, 'how to do it' textbook on the making of
dictionaries. Written by professional lexicographers with over seventy years' experience between



them, the book presents a step-by-step course for the training of lexicographers in all settings,
including publishing houses, colleges, and universities world-wide, and for the teaching of
lexicography as an academic discipline. It takes readers through the processes of designing,
collecting, and annotating a corpus of texts; shows how to analyse the data in order to extract the
relevant information; and demonstrates how these findings are drawn together in the semantic,
grammatical, and pedagogic components that make up an entry. The authors explain the relevance
and application of recent linguistic theories, such as prototype theory and frame semantics, and
describe the role of software in the manipulation of data and the compilation of entries. They provide
practical exercises at every stage. The Oxford Guide to Practical Lexicography draws on materials
developed by the authors over more than twenty years of teaching courses for publishing houses and
universities in the US, Japan, Hong Kong and China, South Africa, Australia, the UK, and Europe. It
will be welcomed everywhere by lexicographers, teachers of lexicography, and their students. It is
also fascinating reading for all those interested in discovering how dictionaries are made.
  figurative language in the lottery: Women and Revenge in Shakespeare Marguerite A.
Tassi, 2011 Can there be a virtue in vengeance? Can revenge do ethical work? Can revenge be the
obligation of women? This wide-ranging literary study looks at Shakespeare's women and finds bold
answers to questions such as these. A surprising number of Shakespeare's female characters
respond to moral outrages by expressing a strong desire for vengeance. This book's analysis of these
characters and their circumstances offers incisive critical perceptions of feminine anger, ethics, and
agency and challenges our assumptions about the role of gender in revenge. In this provocative
book, Marguerite A. Tassi counters longstanding critical opinions on revenge: that it is the sole
province of men in Western literature and culture, that it is a barbaric, morally depraved, irrational
instinct, and that it is antithetical to justice. Countless examples have been mined from
Shakespeare's dramas to reveal women's profound concerns with revenge and justice, honor and
shame, crime and punishment. In placing the critical focus on avenging women, this book
significantly redresses a gender imbalance in scholarly treatments of revenge, particularly in early
modern literature.
  figurative language in the lottery: Adam and Eve Louisa Parr, 1881
  figurative language in the lottery: Revenge of the Kudzu Debutantes Cathy Holton,
2006-05-16 kud • zu \kud-zü\ n: a ubiquitous vine/weed found in Southern climes that, left
uncontrolled, will grow over any fixed object in its path, including trees, power lines, and the entire
state of Georgia. deb•u•tante \de-byu-tänt\ n: a young woman making a debut into society, easily
spotted in white dress and pearl necklace. Common names include Muffy, Bootsy, and Bunny. Eadie
Boone is no shrinking violet. An artist and former beauty queen who married into one of the first
families of Ithaca, Georgia, she tackles everything with gusto and flair. But tailing her wayward
husband proves to be, well, an exasperating chore. If only Trevor would just see the light, dump his
twenty-two-year-old hussy, and return home, Eadie’s creative energy could be put to better use. Now
all she has to do is convince him. Nita Broadwell, a good Southern girl from a good Southern family,
is jolted out of complacency when she discovers condoms in her husband’s shirt pocket (“Maybe he’d
found them on the ground and picked them up”). Between clinging to denial and dodging her
overbearing mother-in-law, Nita is also trying to break her addiction to steamy bodice-ripper novels.
Only now it appears she’s authoring her own real-life romance tale with a hunky handyman thirteen
years her junior. Lavonne Zibolsky–a transplanted Yankee, bless her heart–is saddled with planning
the annual Broadwell & Boone law firm party. That and her lackluster marriage have her seeking
solace in the contents of her refrigerator. If she could just put down the Rocky Road ice cream and
peach pie, she might get around to finding a caterer, dropping sixty pounds, and figuring out how to
fall in love with her husband again. Not necessarily in that order. Bonded by years of friendship,
these three women discover what else they have in common: lying, cheating spouses. So they heed
their collective betrayals as a wake-up call and band together to exact sweet revenge. The
take-charge trio will see to it that the punishment is just, exquisitely humiliating, and downright
hilarious. Cathy Holton’s debut novel is a delicious yarn of friendship and marriage, secrets and



retribution, and how nothing stays hidden for long. Against a Southern backdrop of gentility and
decorum, Revenge of the Kudzu Debutantes dares to abandon Junior League social graces in ways
that would make even Scarlett O’Hara blush. It’s great fun reading about these women as they trade
their tea for tequila and get smart, get out, and get even, with amusing, and surprising results.
--Nancy Thayer, author of The Hot Flash Club Sly, smart, and full of great characters -- and then
there’s that sweet, sweet revenge. Getting even has never been so creative. Or delicious. --Louise
Shaffer, author of The Ladies of Garrison Gardens
  figurative language in the lottery: Catalogue of the Ohio State Library , 1875
  figurative language in the lottery: Temple Bar , 1880
  figurative language in the lottery: Lippincott's Magazine of Popular Literature and
Science, Vol. XVI., December, 1880. Various, 2021-01-18
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