
floating egg science project board

floating egg science project board experiments are a classic way to introduce
students to the basic principles of density, buoyancy, and scientific
observation. Whether you are preparing for a science fair or looking for a
fun classroom demonstration, the floating egg science project board offers a
hands-on, visually engaging way to learn about the science behind why some
objects float while others sink. This comprehensive article will guide you
through everything you need to know about creating an impressive and
informative floating egg science project board. You will discover the key
scientific concepts, step-by-step instructions for conducting the experiment,
essential components to include on your project board, and tips for making
your presentation stand out. By following these strategies, your floating egg
science project board will effectively communicate your findings and leave a
lasting impression on judges or classmates. Let’s dive into the essential
elements of this classic science project.

Understanding the Science Behind the Floating Egg Experiment

Planning Your Floating Egg Science Project Board

Step-by-Step Guide to the Floating Egg Experiment

Designing Your Floating Egg Science Project Board

Tips for a Successful Science Project Presentation

Common Questions and Troubleshooting

Understanding the Science Behind the Floating
Egg Experiment

The floating egg science project board centers on demonstrating the
principles of density and buoyancy using simple household items. In this
experiment, students observe how an egg sinks in regular water but floats in
saltwater. This classic science concept provides a clear, visual way to
explore why objects float or sink based on their density relative to the
liquid they are placed in.

Eggs are denser than fresh water, which is why they normally sink. However,
when salt is dissolved in water, it increases the water’s density. When the
water becomes denser than the egg, the egg will begin to float. This floating
egg science project board effectively illustrates how changing the density of
a liquid can alter the buoyancy of objects placed in it.

Understanding these scientific principles is crucial for explaining your
results and making your project board informative and accurate. Including
definitions of key terms like “density,” “buoyancy,” and “solution” on your
floating egg science project board will help viewers quickly grasp the
science behind your experiment.



Planning Your Floating Egg Science Project
Board

Before starting your experiment, it’s important to plan your floating egg
science project board carefully. A well-organized board not only displays
your results effectively but also demonstrates your understanding of the
scientific method. Begin by outlining each section you will include, such as
the title, question, hypothesis, materials, procedure, observations, results,
and conclusion.

Making a checklist can keep your project organized and ensure you don’t miss
any crucial elements. Consider how you will display your data, such as
through tables, charts, or photographs. Planning ahead will save time and
help your floating egg science project board stand out at a science fair.

Define your research question and hypothesis clearly.

Prepare a list of all materials needed for the experiment.

Draft the steps for your experiment in a logical order.

Decide how to record and present your observations and results.

Think about creative ways to display your findings visually.

Step-by-Step Guide to the Floating Egg
Experiment

A successful floating egg science project board begins with a well-executed
experiment. Follow these steps to ensure accurate and repeatable results.
Always use fresh eggs, clean containers, and measure your ingredients
precisely to maintain consistency.

Materials Needed

Raw eggs (at least two for comparison)

Clear drinking glasses or jars

Table salt

Water (room temperature)

Spoon for stirring

Measuring cup and spoon

Notebook for recording observations



Experiment Procedure

Fill one glass with plain tap water.1.

Carefully place a raw egg in the glass and observe whether it sinks or2.
floats. Record your observations.

Fill a second glass with the same amount of water.3.

Add a tablespoon of salt to the water and stir until dissolved. Continue4.
adding salt, one tablespoon at a time, until the egg floats when placed
in the solution.

Record how much salt was needed to make the egg float and note the5.
difference between the two glasses.

Repeat the experiment with different amounts of salt or with other6.
objects to test their buoyancy.

Recording Observations and Results

Document your results in a clear and organized manner. Use tables or charts
to show how the egg’s buoyancy changes with each addition of salt. Take
photographs at each step for use on your floating egg science project board.
Note any unexpected results or variables that may have affected the outcome.

Designing Your Floating Egg Science Project
Board

The visual presentation of your floating egg science project board is just as
important as the experiment itself. A well-designed board should be clear,
organized, and visually appealing to attract viewers and judges. Divide your
board into sections with bold headings, and use color, images, and charts to
make your findings easy to understand.

Essential Sections to Include

Title: Make it large and clear at the top of your board.

Question: Clearly state the scientific question you investigated.

Hypothesis: Present your prediction based on research or prior
knowledge.

Materials and Methods: List all items used and describe your procedure
step-by-step.

Results: Display data using tables, charts, or photos.



Conclusion: Summarize what you learned and whether your hypothesis was
correct.

Scientific Explanation: Explain the science behind the results (density,
buoyancy, etc.).

References: List any sources or books used for research.

Tips for an Eye-Catching Project Board

Use contrasting colors and large fonts for headings.

Include high-quality photos of your experiment.

Add diagrams or illustrations to explain key concepts.

Organize information in columns for easy reading.

Keep text concise and focused on main points.

Tips for a Successful Science Project
Presentation

Presentation is a critical component of any science fair project. When
presenting your floating egg science project board, be prepared to explain
your experiment and answer questions about your methods and findings.
Practice summarizing your project in a few sentences and be ready to discuss
the scientific concepts involved.

Rehearse explaining your experiment clearly and confidently.

Be prepared to discuss why you chose the floating egg experiment.

Know the key concepts of density and buoyancy and how they relate to
your results.

Anticipate questions about your experiment’s accuracy or any errors you
encountered.

Stay organized and keep your display neat and clutter-free.

Common Questions and Troubleshooting

During your floating egg science project, you may encounter unexpected
results or have questions about the experiment. Understanding common
challenges and how to troubleshoot them can improve both your experiment and



your project board’s content.

Why isn’t my egg floating in salt water?

If your egg does not float after adding salt, you may need to add more salt
to increase the water’s density. Make sure the salt is fully dissolved and
that you are using enough salt relative to the water volume.

Can I use other liquids besides water?

Yes, you can experiment with other liquids such as sugar water, vinegar, or
soda. However, the results will vary depending on the density of each liquid.

What if my egg floats in plain water?

A floating egg in plain water may indicate that the egg is old. As eggs age,
air pockets form inside, making them more buoyant. Always use fresh eggs for
accurate results.

How should I display my results?

Use tables, graphs, and photos to make your results easy to understand.
Visual aids help viewers quickly grasp your findings and make your floating
egg science project board more engaging.

How can I make my project stand out?

Focus on clear organization, creative visuals, and a strong scientific
explanation. Including additional experiments, such as testing different
types of salt or objects, can add depth to your project.

What are some variables to test in this experiment?

You can test variables such as the amount of salt, temperature of the water,
or type of salt used. Documenting how each variable affects the outcome will
make your project more comprehensive.

What safety precautions should I take?

Handle eggs carefully to avoid breakage, wash your hands after handling raw
eggs, and clean up any spills promptly to prevent slips or contamination.



Can this experiment be done with boiled eggs?

The floating egg experiment works best with raw eggs. Boiled eggs may have
different densities due to changes during cooking, which could affect the
results.

How do I explain density and buoyancy to young
students?

Use simple language and relatable examples. Explain that density is how much
“stuff” is packed into a space, and buoyancy is why things float or sink
based on their density compared to the liquid.

What is the main scientific lesson from the floating
egg experiment?

The primary lesson is that density determines whether an object will float or
sink in a liquid. By increasing the density of the water with salt, you can
change the buoyancy of the egg and make it float.
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Understanding the Science Behind a Floating Egg

The secret to a floating egg lies in density. An egg, by itself, is denser than water and sinks.
However, by increasing the density of the water, we can make the egg float. This is typically
achieved by dissolving a significant amount of salt into the water. The salt increases the water's
density, creating a buoyant force that overcomes the egg's weight, causing it to float.

Density Explained:

Density is a measure of how much mass is contained in a given volume. The formula is Density =
Mass/Volume. Adding salt increases the mass of the water without significantly increasing its
volume, resulting in a higher density. When the density of the salty water becomes greater than the
density of the egg, the egg floats.

Variables Affecting Floatation:

Several factors can affect whether the egg floats:

Amount of salt: More salt equals higher density, increasing the likelihood of flotation.
Type of salt: Different salts have different densities, subtly influencing the results.
Water temperature: Temperature affects the density of water (slightly). Colder water is denser.
Egg size and freshness: A larger or less fresh egg (with a potentially thicker shell) might require
more salt.

Designing Your Floating Egg Science Project Board

Your project board should be visually appealing and clearly communicate the scientific concepts
involved. Here are some key elements to include:

1. Title and Introduction:

Start with a catchy title, like "The Amazing Floating Egg Experiment!" Your introduction should
briefly explain the project's objective and the scientific principles involved.



2. Materials and Procedure:

Clearly list all the materials used (e.g., eggs, salt, water, graduated cylinder, beaker, etc.) and
provide a step-by-step description of the procedure. Use clear, concise language and possibly
include numbered steps or images.

3. Results and Data:

Document your experiment's results. Consider using a table or graph to present data on the amount
of salt used versus the egg's flotation. Take photographs of the experiment at different stages.

4. Conclusion and Discussion:

Summarize your findings, emphasizing the relationship between salt concentration and egg
floatation. Discuss any unexpected results or potential sources of error. Relate your findings back to
the concept of density.

5. Visual Aids:

Use diagrams, illustrations, or photographs to enhance your project's visual appeal and make the
scientific concepts easier to understand.

Tips for a Winning Project Board

Neatness and organization: A well-organized board is crucial for a positive impression.
Clear and concise language: Avoid jargon and use simple, easy-to-understand language.
Visual appeal: Use color, images, and graphs to make the board engaging.
Accuracy: Ensure all data and information presented are accurate and reliable.
Professionalism: Present your work in a professional and polished manner.



Conclusion

Creating a floating egg science project board is an engaging and educational experience. By
understanding the science behind density and presenting your findings clearly and effectively, you
can craft a project that will impress judges and leave a lasting impression. Remember, the key is to
combine scientific accuracy with creative presentation to make your project stand out.

FAQs

1. Can I use other types of salt besides table salt? Yes, but the results may vary slightly depending
on the density of the salt. Sea salt or Epsom salts can be used, but you might need to adjust the
quantity.

2. What happens if I don't add enough salt? The egg will sink because the water's density will not be
high enough to overcome the egg's weight.

3. Why is it important to use a graduated cylinder to measure the water? Using a graduated cylinder
ensures accurate measurements, leading to more reliable and repeatable results.

4. Can I use different types of eggs? Chicken eggs are most common, but you can experiment with
other types of eggs (duck, quail, etc.), but keep in mind that their density may differ.

5. How can I make my project board more visually appealing? Use bright colors, clear fonts, labeled
diagrams, and high-quality photographs to make your project visually engaging and easy to
understand.

  floating egg science project board: Moose Mischief Danielle Gillespie-Hallinan, 2017-10-27
Cooper has the clever idea of making his mom pancakes for her birthday, and his friend the moose
offers to help. The moose claims he's the best chef in Alaska, but is he really? Find out if Cooper's
mom is happy about the surprise awaiting her in the kitchen!
  floating egg science project board: Teacher Decision-Making in the Classroom John
Eggleston, 2018-10-03 Making decisions is one of the main activities of the teacher’s work.
Considered or apparently unconsidered, these decisions significantly affect the lives of all who work
in classrooms, both children and the teachers themselves. Originally published in 1979, the aim of
this collection of papers was to achieve greater understanding of classroom decision-making and its
consequences, to identify and map existing knowledge, and to indicate where it might be
augmented. The contributors were researchers and teachers from schools, universities and colleges
at the time, and they examine the process of teacher decision-making from sociological,
psychological, economic and other perspectives. The book includes a detailed analysis of life in the
classroom from a phenomenological perspective, explorations based on micro-economic techniques,
and structural perspectives on the role of the teacher in the school. The concluding papers examine
the possibilities for social change, given the constraints on the work of the teacher.
  floating egg science project board: Naked Eggs and Flying Potatoes Steve Spangler, 2010
Author, celebrity teacher and science guy Steve Spangler teaches you how to transform the ordinary



into the amazing as you make everyday items ooze, bubble, fizz, pop. Make people wonder . . . How
did you do that? From Flying Toilet Paper to Bin Smoke Rings, Erupting Soda to Exploding Sandwich
Bags, the experiments in this book will spark imaginations and totally impress your friends. Learn
how to astound kids and kids at heart with easy and inexpensive experiments like: Bubbling Lava
Bottle; The Incredible Can Crusher; Eating Nails for Breakfast; The Amazing Folding Egg; Kitchen
Chemistry Quicksand Goo; The Screaming Balloon; Burning Money Surprise; Flying Tea Bag Rocket.
This is not your ordinary book of science experiments. This is a geek chic look at Spangler's latest
collection of tricks and try-it-at-home activities that reveal the secrets of science in unexpected ways.
Over 200 colour photographs accompany the step-by-step instructions, and simple explanations
uncover the how-to and why for each activity. Make potatoes fly, bowling balls float, and soda
explode on command. But don't try these experiments at home . . . try them at a friend's home!
  floating egg science project board: English Mechanic and Mirror of Science , 1875
  floating egg science project board: A London Encyclopaedia, Or Universal Dictionary of
Science, Art, Literature and Practical Mechanics Thomas Curtis, 1829
  floating egg science project board: London Encyclopædia, Or, Universal Dictionary of
Science, Art, Literature, and Practical Mechanics , 1845
  floating egg science project board: The London encyclopaedia, or, Universal dictionary of
science, art, literature, and practical mechanics, by the orig. ed. of the Encyclopaedia metropolitana
[T. Curtis]. Thomas Curtis (of Grove house sch, Islington), 1839
  floating egg science project board: The Greedy Triangle Marilyn Burns, 1994 In this
introduction to polygons, a triangle convinces a shapeshifter to make him a quadrilateral and later a
pentagon, but discovers that where angles and sides are concerned, more isn't always better.
  floating egg science project board: London Encyclopaedia; Or, Universal Dictionary of
Science, Art, Literature and Practical Mechanics , 1829
  floating egg science project board: Physics Experiments for Children Muriel Mandell,
1968-01-01 Directions for many simple physics experiments, including descriptions of necessary
equipment, principles, techniques and safety precautions.
  floating egg science project board: Popular Science , 2003-12 Popular Science gives our
readers the information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that
Popular Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology
are the driving forces that will help make it better.
  floating egg science project board: Creative Teaching: Science in the Early Years and
Primary Classroom Ann Oliver, 2013-06-20 Practical, useful and informative, this book provides
ideas and suggestions on how to interpret and develop the primary science curriculum in an
interesting and challenging way. Bringing together creative thinking and principles that still meet
National Curriculum requirements, the themes in the book encourage teachers to: teach science
with creative curiosity value the unpredictable and unplanned thrive on a multiplicity of creative
approaches, viewpoints and conditions be creative with cross-curricular and ICT opportunities
reflect on their own practice. For teachers new and old, this book will make teaching and learning
science fun by putting creativity and enjoyment firmly back onto the primary agenda.
  floating egg science project board: The London Encyclopaedia , 1829
  floating egg science project board: Telegraphic Journal and Monthly Illustrated Review
of Electrical Science , 1963
  floating egg science project board: Instructor , 1967
  floating egg science project board: Bulletin Boards Martha Dallmann, 1959
  floating egg science project board: Good Housekeeping Amazing Science Good
Housekeeping, 2021-08-24 Awesome S.T.E.A.M.-based science experiments you can do right at
home with easy-to-find materials designed for maximum enjoyment, learning, and discovery for kids
ages 8 to 12 Join the experts at the Good Housekeeping Institute Labs and explore the science you
interact with every day. Using the scientific method, you’ll tap into your own super-powers of logic
and deduction to go on a science adventure. The engaging experiments exemplify core concepts and



range from quick and simple to the more complex. Each one includes clear step-by-step instructions
and color photos that demonstrate the process and end result. Plus, secondary experiments
encourage young readers to build on what they’ve discovered. A “Mystery Solved!” explanation of
the science at work helps your budding scientist understand the outcomes of each experiment.
These super-fun, hands-on experiments include: Building a solar oven and making s’mores Creating
an active rain cloud in a jar Using static electricity created with a balloon to power a light bulb
Growing your own vegetables—from scraps! Investigating the forces that make an object sink or
float And so much more! Bursting with more than 200 color photos and incredible facts, this sturdy
hard cover is the perfect classroom resource or gift for any aspiring biologist, chemist, physicist,
engineer, and mathematician!
  floating egg science project board: The Book of Experiments Leonard de Vries, 1958
Discoveries boys and girls can make for themselves in physics and chemistry. Grades 5-7.
  floating egg science project board: 200 Science Investigations for Young Students
Martin Wenham, 2000-12-13 This book enables teachers to develop a complete range of basic
investigations for science with students aged five to 11 years. It demonstrates how children can use
hands-on activities to consolidate and extend their knowledge and understanding. Investigations are
presented in a generic form, so that teachers can work through them and adapt them to meet the
particular needs of their own classes. The presentation of activities ranges from highly-structured
sequences of instructions and questions (with answers!), to more general discussions, depending on
the approach needed and the likely variations in equipment and materials available. Each activity is
aimed to help any teacher carry out significant scientific investigations with their class, and where
necessary, to learn alongside them. - Almost every investigation and activity has been tested by the
author. - Investigations use readily-available, non-specialist or recycled materials. The context of this
book is children′s need to learn through first-hand experience of the world around them. This book is
an essential resource for teachers planning an effective science programme, or for student teachers
needing to broaden their scientific knowledge and understanding. 200 Science Investigations for
Young Students is the companion volume of activities which demonstrate the theories in Martin
Wenham′s Understanding Primary Science. The content has been guided by, but not limited to, The
National Curriculum 2000 and the Initial Teacher Training Curriculum for Primary Science, issued
by the Teacher Training Agency.
  floating egg science project board: The Public , 1880
  floating egg science project board: Research in Education , 1971
  floating egg science project board: Resources in Education , 1971
  floating egg science project board: Air Force Magazine , 2013
  floating egg science project board: Popular Mechanics , 1964-04 Popular Mechanics
inspires, instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s
practical DIY home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest
cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  floating egg science project board: Review of the Technology Assessment Act United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Science and Technology. Subcommittee on Science, Research, and
Technology, 1978
  floating egg science project board: The Story Book of Science Jean Henri Fabre,
2013-03-01 Fabre had many scholarly achievements. He was a popular teacher, physicist, chemist,
and botanist. However, he is probably best known for his findings in the field of entomology, the
study of insects, and is considered by many to be the father of modern entomology. Much of his
enduring popularity is due to his marvelous teaching ability and his manner of writing about the
lives of insects in biographical form.
  floating egg science project board: Encyclopedia of Computer Science and Technology
Harry Henderson, 2009 Presents an illustrated A-Z encyclopedia containing approximately 600
entries on computer and technology related topics.
  floating egg science project board: My New Roots Sarah Britton, 2015-03-31 Holistic



nutritionist and highly-regarded blogger Sarah Britton presents a refreshing, straight-forward
approach to balancing mind, body, and spirit through a diet made up of whole foods. Sarah Britton's
approach to plant-based cuisine is about satisfaction--foods that satiate on a physical, emotional, and
spiritual level. Based on her knowledge of nutrition and her love of cooking, Sarah Britton crafts
recipes made from organic vegetables, fruits, whole grains, beans, lentils, nuts, and seeds. She
explains how a diet based on whole foods allows the body to regulate itself, eliminating the need to
count calories. My New Roots draws on the enormous appeal of Sarah Britton's blog, which strikes
the perfect balance between healthy and delicious food. She is a whole food lover, a cook who makes
simple accessible plant-based meals that are a pleasure to eat and a joy to make. This book takes its
cues from the rhythms of the earth, showcasing 100 seasonal recipes. Sarah simmers thinly sliced
celery root until it mimics pasta for Butternut Squash Lasagna, and whips up easy raw chocolate to
make homemade chocolate-nut butter candy cups. Her recipes are not about sacrifice, deprivation,
or labels--they are about enjoying delicious food that's also good for you.
  floating egg science project board: The Origin of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the
Bicameral Mind Julian Jaynes, 2000-08-15 National Book Award Finalist: “This man’s ideas may be
the most influential, not to say controversial, of the second half of the twentieth
century.”—Columbus Dispatch At the heart of this classic, seminal book is Julian Jaynes's
still-controversial thesis that human consciousness did not begin far back in animal evolution but
instead is a learned process that came about only three thousand years ago and is still developing.
The implications of this revolutionary scientific paradigm extend into virtually every aspect of our
psychology, our history and culture, our religion—and indeed our future. “Don’t be put off by the
academic title of Julian Jaynes’s The Origin of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the Bicameral
Mind. Its prose is always lucid and often lyrical…he unfolds his case with the utmost intellectual
rigor.”—The New York Times “When Julian Jaynes . . . speculates that until late in the twentieth
millennium BC men had no consciousness but were automatically obeying the voices of the gods, we
are astounded but compelled to follow this remarkable thesis.”—John Updike, The New Yorker “He
is as startling as Freud was in The Interpretation of Dreams, and Jaynes is equally as adept at
forcing a new view of known human behavior.”—American Journal of Psychiatry
  floating egg science project board: Sophie's World Jostein Gaarder, 2010-07-15 The
international bestseller about life, the universe and everything. 'A simply wonderful, irresistible
book' DAILY TELEGRAPH 'A terrifically entertaining and imaginative story wrapped round its tough,
thought-provoking philosophical heart' DAILY MAIL 'Remarkable ... an extraordinary achievement'
SUNDAY TIMES When 14-year-old Sophie encounters a mysterious mentor who introduces her to
philosophy, mysteries deepen in her own life. Why does she keep getting postcards addressed to
another girl? Who is the other girl? And who, for that matter, is Sophie herself? To solve the riddle,
she uses her new knowledge of philosophy, but the truth is far stranger than she could have
imagined. A phenomenal worldwide bestseller, SOPHIE'S WORLD sets out to draw teenagers into
the world of Socrates, Descartes, Spinoza, Hegel and all the great philosophers. A brilliantly original
and fascinating story with many twists and turns, it raises profound questions about the meaning of
life and the origin of the universe.
  floating egg science project board: The Elementary School Library Collection, Phases 1-2-3 ,
2000
  floating egg science project board: The Engineer , 1857
  floating egg science project board: English Mechanics and the World of Science , 1875
  floating egg science project board: Why Do Ships Float? Susan Meredith, 2010-03-06
Reveals the science behind buoyancy and why objects float, even if they are large cruise or military
vessels. Features colorful photographs and illustrations.
  floating egg science project board: Fire Bubbles and Exploding Toothpaste Steve
Spangler, 2012 As see on the Ellen Degeneres Show--Cover.
  floating egg science project board: Backpacker , 2007-09 Backpacker brings the outdoors
straight to the reader's doorstep, inspiring and enabling them to go more places and enjoy nature



more often. The authority on active adventure, Backpacker is the world's first GPS-enabled
magazine, and the only magazine whose editors personally test the hiking trails, camping gear, and
survival tips they publish. Backpacker's Editors' Choice Awards, an industry honor recognizing
design, feature and product innovation, has become the gold standard against which all other
outdoor-industry awards are measured.
  floating egg science project board: Childhood's End Arthur C. Clarke, 2012-11-30 In the
Retro Hugo Award–nominated novel that inspired the Syfy miniseries, alien invaders bring peace to
Earth—at a grave price: “A first-rate tour de force” (The New York Times). In the near future,
enormous silver spaceships appear without warning over mankind’s largest cities. They belong to
the Overlords, an alien race far superior to humanity in technological development. Their purpose is
to dominate Earth. Their demands, however, are surprisingly benevolent: end war, poverty, and
cruelty. Their presence, rather than signaling the end of humanity, ushers in a golden age . . . or so
it seems. Without conflict, human culture and progress stagnate. As the years pass, it becomes clear
that the Overlords have a hidden agenda for the evolution of the human race that may not be as
benevolent as it seems. “Frighteningly logical, believable, and grimly prophetic . . . Clarke is a
master.” —Los Angeles Times
  floating egg science project board: Agricultural Research , 2009
  floating egg science project board: Selected Water Resources Abstracts , 1981
  floating egg science project board: Bold Ventures S. Raizen, E.D. Britton, 1996-12-31 This
book presents comprehensive results from case studies of five innovations in science education that
have much to offer toward understanding current reforms in this field. Each chapter tells the story
of a case in rich detail, with extensive documentation, and in the voices of many of the
participants-the innovators, the teachers, the students. Similarly, Volume 3 of Bold Ventures pre
sents the results from case studies of five innovations in mathematics education. Volume 1 provides
a cross-case analysis of all eight innovations. Many U.S. readers certainly will be very familiar with
the name of at least one if not all of the science innovations discussed in this volume-for example,
Project 206l-and probably with their general substance. Much of the education community's
familiarity with these arises from the projects' own dissemination efforts. The research reported in
this volume, however, is one of the few detailed studies of these innovations undertaken by
researchers outside the projects them selves. Each of the five studies was a large-scale effort
involving teams of researchers over three years. These teams analyzed many documents, attended
numerous critical project meetings, visited multiple sites, conducted dozens of individual interviews.
The team leaders (Atkin, Huberman, Rowe), having spent much time with science education over
long careers, looked at these innovations through many lenses. It was a daunting task for each team
to sift through the mountains of detail in order to bring the most compelling themes to the surface.
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