
gm part number cross reference

gm part number cross reference is an essential tool for anyone working with General Motors vehicles, whether
you are a professional mechanic, a DIY enthusiast, or an auto parts supplier. Understanding how GM part
numbers work, how to cross-reference them to aftermarket or equivalent parts, and where to find reliable
cross-reference resources can save time, reduce errors, and ensure you get the right component for your vehicle.
This comprehensive guide will discuss the significance of GM part numbers, explain how to use cross-reference
systems, highlight the challenges you may face, and provide expert tips for accurate GM part number
identification. Whether you are replacing a critical engine component or upgrading accessories, mastering the gm
part number cross reference process will help you make informed decisions and avoid costly mistakes.
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Understanding GM Part Numbers

GM part numbers are unique identifiers assigned to every component manufactured or approved by General
Motors. These alphanumeric codes are essential for ensuring that the correct part is used for a specific make,
model, and year of a GM vehicle. Over the years, GM has updated its part numbering systems, leading to several
variations and formats. Originally, most GM part numbers were seven digits, but modern parts often use eight-
digit or longer codes. Understanding the structure of these numbers can help you decode vital information, such
as the part's application, revision, and production period.

Accurate GM part number identification is crucial because many parts look similar but have subtle differences
that affect fit and function. Vehicle systems have become increasingly complex, making it necessary to rely on
precise part numbers to avoid compatibility issues. Whether you are sourcing original equipment manufacturer
(OEM) parts or exploring aftermarket alternatives, knowing how to interpret GM part numbers is the
foundation of effective cross-referencing.

The Importance of Cross Referencing GM Part Numbers

Cross referencing GM part numbers is the process of matching a specific GM part number with equivalent or
compatible parts made by other manufacturers or brands. This practice is vital for several reasons. First, it
allows consumers and repair professionals to find affordable or readily available alternatives to OEM parts.
Second, it simplifies the process of sourcing parts for older or discontinued vehicles, where original GM
components may be obsolete or difficult to find.



Cross referencing also helps in identifying upgraded or superseded parts. GM frequently updates part numbers to
reflect improvements or changes in design, and a cross reference can reveal which newer part numbers replace
older ones. This ensures that the parts used in repairs or restorations meet current specifications and
standards.

Ensuring compatibility when substituting aftermarket parts

Locating hard-to-find or discontinued GM parts

Verifying updated or superseded GM part numbers

Simplifying parts ordering for service professionals

How to Use a GM Part Number Cross Reference

Utilizing a GM part number cross reference involves several key steps. The process starts with the accurate
identification of the original GM part number, which can typically be found on the part itself, in the vehicle’s
service manual, or through official GM databases. Once the original part number is confirmed, it can be entered
into a cross-reference tool or catalog to find equivalent parts from other manufacturers, including
aftermarket and OE replacement brands.

Step-by-Step Guide to Cross Referencing GM Part Numbers

Follow these steps to use a GM part number cross reference effectively:

Locate the original GM part number on the component or in official documentation.1.

Input the GM part number into a reputable cross-reference database or catalog.2.

Review the list of equivalent or compatible part numbers from other brands.3.

Verify the specifications, dimensions, and applications of the cross-referenced parts.4.

Consult with a professional or supplier if any uncertainty remains about part compatibility.5.

It is important to use trusted resources and double-check all information, as inaccuracies in cross-referencing
can lead to incorrect part selection and potential vehicle issues.

Common Challenges in GM Part Number Cross Referencing

While gm part number cross reference tools are invaluable, several challenges can arise during the process. One
common issue is part number supersession, where GM updates a part number due to design changes or production
improvements. In such cases, older and newer part numbers may refer to slightly different versions of the
component, making compatibility checks essential.

Another challenge is the presence of multiple aftermarket equivalents, not all of which meet OEM quality or
specifications. Some cross-reference databases may be out of date or incomplete, leading to potential
mismatches. Additionally, translation errors can occur when converting GM part numbers to other



manufacturer formats, especially with global suppliers or rare vehicle models.

Resources for GM Part Number Cross Reference

A variety of resources are available for gm part number cross reference, ranging from official GM catalogs to
third-party tools. Reliable sources include printed GM parts catalogs, digital databases maintained by GM and
major aftermarket suppliers, and specialized cross-reference books used by auto parts professionals.

Top Resources for Cross Referencing GM Parts

Official GM electronic parts catalogs

Aftermarket supplier cross-reference platforms

Automotive parts retailers’ lookup guides

Professional repair shop databases

Industry forums and expert communities

Using multiple resources and cross-validating part numbers can improve accuracy and reduce the risk of
incorrect parts ordering.

Tips for Accurate GM Part Number Identification

Accurate identification of GM part numbers is the cornerstone of successful cross-referencing. Always begin by
confirming the vehicle’s VIN (Vehicle Identification Number) and using it to match the part number in official GM
documentation. Inspect the original part for stamped or printed numbers, as visual identification can prevent
costly mistakes.

When using digital resources, ensure the information is up to date and sourced from reputable platforms.
Consult with experienced automotive professionals if there is any uncertainty, and keep detailed records of
parts used, especially for vehicles with extensive repair histories.

Benefits of Using a GM Part Number Cross Reference

Employing a gm part number cross reference system offers numerous benefits. It streamlines the parts sourcing
process, reduces downtime for repairs, and increases the likelihood of obtaining compatible components. Cross-
referencing also allows for cost savings by expanding the range of available suppliers and brands, giving
buyers more choices without sacrificing quality.

For auto repair businesses, efficient cross-referencing improves customer satisfaction and operational
efficiency. For DIY mechanics, it minimizes the risk of purchasing the wrong part, saving both time and money.
Ultimately, mastering the use of GM part number cross references is an indispensable skill in the automotive
industry.



Conclusion

Navigating the world of gm part number cross reference is essential for accurate, efficient, and reliable
automotive repairs and upgrades. By understanding GM’s part numbering system, utilizing trusted cross-
reference resources, and following best practices for part identification, you can ensure that every component
you select is the right fit for your vehicle. Whether you work in a professional garage or maintain your own
GM vehicle, leveraging cross-reference tools and knowledge will help you achieve the best results in every
project.

Q: What is a GM part number cross reference?
A: A GM part number cross reference is a process or tool used to match a General Motors (GM) part number
with equivalent or compatible parts from other manufacturers or aftermarket brands. It helps ensure the
correct replacement part is selected.

Q: Why is cross referencing GM part numbers important?
A: Cross referencing GM part numbers is important because it enables users to find compatible parts, source
affordable alternatives, identify superseded part numbers, and locate hard-to-find or discontinued components
for GM vehicles.

Q: Where can I find reliable GM part number cross reference information?
A: Reliable GM part number cross reference information can be found in official GM parts catalogs, reputable
aftermarket supplier databases, automotive retailer lookup guides, and professional repair shop resources.

Q: How do I verify if a cross-referenced part is truly compatible with my GM
vehicle?
A: To verify compatibility, compare the specifications, dimensions, and application details of the cross-
referenced part with the original GM component. Consulting official documentation or a professional mechanic
can also help ensure accuracy.

Q: Are aftermarket parts found through cross referencing as reliable as GM
OEM parts?
A: Aftermarket parts vary in quality. Some may meet or exceed OEM standards, while others may not. It is
essential to choose reputable brands and check reviews or certification to ensure reliability.

Q: What should I do if I cannot find a cross reference for my GM part
number?
A: If a cross reference is not available, consult with a GM dealership, use the vehicle’s VIN to search for
alternatives, or seek help from automotive parts specialists and online expert communities.

Q: Can a superseded GM part number be replaced with the newer number?
A: Yes, if GM has superseded a part number, the new part number typically replaces the older one. However,
always verify compatibility to ensure it fits your specific vehicle model and year.



Q: How do I find the GM part number on a vehicle component?
A: GM part numbers are often stamped, engraved, or labeled directly on the part. They can also be found in the
vehicle’s service manual, build sheet, or through official GM parts lookup tools.

Q: Is it necessary to use a cross reference tool when ordering GM parts?
A: While not always necessary, using a cross reference tool can help ensure you are ordering the correct and
most cost-effective part, especially if the original GM part is unavailable or discontinued.

Q: What are the risks of using an incorrect cross-referenced part number?
A: Using an incorrect cross-referenced part can lead to fitment issues, poor performance, or even damage to the
vehicle. Always verify part compatibility before installation.
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GM Part Number Cross Reference: Decoding the
Automotive Parts Puzzle

Finding the right GM part can feel like navigating a labyrinth. With countless variations, model
years, and subtle differences, even experienced mechanics sometimes struggle. This blog post
serves as your ultimate guide to mastering the art of GM part number cross-referencing. We'll
demystify the system, providing you with actionable strategies and resources to quickly and
confidently find the exact part you need, saving you time, money, and frustration. Forget endless
scrolling and confusing catalogs – let's unlock the secrets of GM part number cross-referencing.

Understanding GM Part Numbers: A Deeper Dive

GM part numbers aren't random strings of characters; they're carefully constructed codes
containing valuable information. Understanding their structure is the first step to effective cross-
referencing. Typically, a GM part number includes:

Manufacturer Code: This usually indicates General Motors.
Part Family Code: This identifies the type of part (e.g., engine, transmission, body).
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Part Specific Code: This designates the precise part within the family.
Revision or Engineering Change Code: This denotes modifications or updates to the original design.

Understanding these components allows you to quickly identify potential replacements or
alternatives.

Utilizing Online GM Part Number Cross-Reference Tools

The internet offers a plethora of tools designed specifically for GM part number cross-referencing.
These tools often provide:

Database Access: Extensive databases containing thousands of GM parts and their corresponding
numbers.
Search Functionality: Advanced search capabilities, allowing you to search by part number,
description, vehicle year, make, and model.
Cross-Referencing Capabilities: These tools will often show alternative part numbers from different
manufacturers or different revisions of the same part from GM itself.

#### Top Resources for Cross-Referencing:

While specific websites change and sometimes disappear, some consistent approaches include
searching for "GM part number cross-reference" directly on Google, using manufacturer-specific
parts lookup tools (often found on the official GM website or through authorized dealer websites),
and utilizing independent online automotive parts retailers' websites—often featuring robust search
and cross-referencing functionalities. Always verify the accuracy of the information before
purchasing.

Manual Cross-Referencing: When Online Tools Fail

Sometimes, you might need to resort to manual cross-referencing. This method requires access to a
GM parts catalog (often available in PDF form online from various sources) or a dealership parts
manual. This approach is more time-consuming but crucial when online resources fall short.

#### Steps for Manual Cross-Referencing:

1. Identify the original GM part number: Locate the number on the damaged or worn part.
2. Consult the parts catalog: Search for the part number within the catalog.
3. Check for superseded or obsolete parts: The catalog should indicate if the original part number
has been replaced with a newer, updated version.
4. Examine similar parts: If a direct replacement is unavailable, check for functionally equivalent
parts with similar specifications.
5. Compare specifications: Always compare the specifications (dimensions, materials, etc.) to ensure



compatibility.

Avoiding Common Pitfalls in GM Part Number Cross-
Referencing

Incorrect Part Number Entry: Double-check for typos when entering part numbers into online
databases.
Ignoring Revision Codes: Changes in design are often indicated by revision codes. Neglecting these
can lead to incompatibility.
Overlooking Vehicle-Specific Information: Always provide the correct year, make, model, and engine
code when searching for parts.
Relying Solely on One Source: Use multiple sources to validate the information and ensure accuracy.

Conclusion

Mastering GM part number cross-referencing is a valuable skill for both DIY mechanics and
professionals. By understanding the structure of part numbers, utilizing available online tools and
resources, and carefully verifying information, you can significantly streamline the parts
procurement process, saving time and avoiding costly mistakes. Remember to always prioritize
accuracy and consult multiple sources before making a purchase.

FAQs

1. Can I use a GM part number from a different model year? Sometimes, yes, but only if the part
remains unchanged. Always verify compatibility through cross-referencing and specification checks.

2. What if I can't find a GM part number cross-reference? Try searching for the part description or
using alternative keywords related to the part's function. You may also need to contact a GM
dealership directly.

3. Are all online GM part number cross-reference tools equally reliable? No. Always verify the
information you find with multiple sources. Look for reputable websites with positive reviews.

4. How can I identify a superseded part number? Most online catalogs and parts databases will
clearly indicate if a part number has been superseded with a newer revision.

5. What should I do if I receive a wrong part due to a cross-reference error? Contact the supplier
immediately to initiate a return or exchange. Keep documentation of your order and the cross-
reference information you used.
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uniquely managed to cover the genres of history, hagiography, and ecclesiastical instruction. He not
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  gm part number cross reference: Chevrolet By the Numbers 1965-69 A Colvin, 1994-10-21
Restoring your Chevy to original factory specs? Avoid buying and being sold the wrong parts. Find
the casting numbers that correspond to your car's VIN. Determine whether your car has been
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  gm part number cross reference: The World Factbook 2009 , 2009 In general, information
available as of January 1, 2009 was used in the preparation of this edition. Provides brief information
on the geography, people, government, economy, communications, and defense of countries and
regions around the world. Contains information on international organizations. Designed to meet the
specific requirements of United States Government Officials in style, format, coverage, and content.
Includes 3 unattached maps.
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6920-00-175-6327, Pedestral,infrared Transmitter M5, 6920-00-107-0667, Monitoring Set,
Guided Missile System, Training AN/TSQ-T1, 6920-00-165-6369 ... , 1985
  gm part number cross reference: Motorola Master Cross Reference Guide Motorola, Inc,
1986
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TECHNICAL MANUAL TRUCK, UTILITY: CARGO/TROOP CARRIER, 1-1/4 TON, 4X4, M998 1090
pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL ENGINE, DIESEL: DDA MODEL 6.2 LITER 266 pages - HAND
RECEIPT TRUCK, UTILITY: CARGO/TROOP CARRIER, 1-1/4 TON, 4X4, 20 pages - OPERATOR?S
MANUAL TRUCK, UTILITY: CARGO/TROOP CARRIER, 1-1/4 TON, 4X4, M998 403 pages -
TECHNICAL MANUAL ENGINE, DIESEL: DDA MODEL 6.2 LITER 133 pages - TECHNICAL
MANUAL TRANSPORTABILITY GUIDANCE M998 SERIES 44 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL UNIT
MAINTENANCE M998, M1038, M966, M1045, M1046, M1025, M1026, M1043, M1043A2,
M1045A1, M966A1, M1097A2, M1038A1, M998A1, M1043A1, M1044, M1044A1, M996A1 1151
pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL Volume No. 1 883 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL Volume No. 2 944
pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL ELECTRIC ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEM 353 pages - TECHNICAL
MANUAL TRAILER, CARGO: 2040 POUNDS, 2-WHEEL M1101 319 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL
VOLUME NO. 2 969 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL VOLUME NO. 1 908 pages OPERATOR?S
MANUAL TRUCK, UTlUTk S250 SHELTER CARRIER, 4X4, Ml 113 286 pages - TECHNICAL
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M998, M1038, M966, M1036, M1045, M1046, M1025, M1026, M1043, M1044, M1037, M1042,
M996, M997, M1035 14 pages.
  gm part number cross reference: NASA/SDIO Space Environmental Effects on Materials
Workshop, Part 1 , 1989 The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and the
Strategic Defense Initiative Organization (SDIO) cosponsored a workshop on Space Environmental
Effects on Materials at the NASA Langley Research Center from June 28 to July 1, 1988. The joint
workshop was designed to inform participants of the present state of knowledge regarding space



environmental effects on materials and to identify knowledge gaps that prevent informed decisions
on the best use of advanced materials in space for long-duration NASA and SDIO missions.
Establishing priorities for future ground-based and space-based materials research was a major goal
of the workshop. The end product of the workshop was an assessment of the current state-of-the-art
in space environmental effects on materials in order to develop a national plan for spaceflight
experiments. The workshop was intended for participation by expert applied researchers, systems
technologists, and program managers for spacecraft systems.
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Some issues for 1972 for 1972-75 include section: The fleet specialist.
  gm part number cross reference: Global Business Alliances Refik Culpan, 2002-03-30 Forging
business alliances can vitalize corporate strategies. This book is a road map to the concepts and
theories underlying successful business alliances in four critical industries: automobile
manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, airlines, and telecommunications. Dr. Culpan offers the essentials
of global partnering as seen from a strategic management viewpoint. He examines joint ventures,
non-equity alliances, and business options designed to give a competitive edge over other allied
firms. New conceptual models help to clarify various strategies and collaborative processes. By
comparing the four major industries—and specific companies in each—this study explores not only
the uniqueness of its subjects, but also the common grounds of various multinationals. Through key
insights and ideas, the possibilities and realities of corporate alliances begin to emerge. Attention is
also paid to the decision-making process as it relates cooperative ventures, as well as to the
inevitable managerial challenges of forming, and managing, strategic alliances. The result is an
astute analysis ideal for teachers, students, and strategists seeking fresh insights into the workings
and benefits of corporate alliance.
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and much, much more.
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