fort myers hurricane history

fort myers hurricane history offers a compelling look into the powerful storms that have shaped
this vibrant Southwest Florida city. Over the decades, Fort Myers has faced nature’s fury,
experiencing hurricanes that have left profound marks on its landscape, economy, and community
resilience. This article explores the city’s hurricane timeline, analyzes the most significant storms,
examines their impact on local infrastructure and lives, and discusses how Fort Myers has adapted
and prepared for future events. Readers will gain insights into the evolution of hurricane awareness,
preparation strategies, and the lessons learned from each major storm. Whether you're a resident,
researcher, or visitor, understanding the hurricane history of Fort Myers is essential for appreciating
its spirit and tenacity. This comprehensive guide will illuminate every facet of Fort Myers’ hurricane
legacy, blending informative narrative with practical knowledge, and is optimized for those seeking
detailed, authoritative information. Continue reading for a thorough exploration of Fort Myers’
hurricane history.
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Overview of Hurricanes in Fort Myers

Fort Myers, nestled along Florida’s Gulf Coast, is no stranger to hurricanes. Its location exposes it to
frequent tropical storms and hurricanes, especially during the Atlantic hurricane season from June to
November. The city’s hurricane history is a testament to its vulnerability and resilience. Over the
years, Fort Myers has endured direct hits and peripheral effects from storms, each leaving behind
valuable lessons and prompting advancements in preparedness. This section provides an essential
background on hurricane activity in Fort Myers, highlighting climatic factors, storm frequency, and the
region’s susceptibility to severe weather events.

Geographical Factors Influencing Hurricane Risk

Fort Myers’ proximity to the Gulf of Mexico significantly increases its risk for hurricanes. Warm waters
fuel tropical cyclones, while the flat terrain and low elevation make the area especially susceptible to
storm surge and flooding. The city’s position in Southwest Florida places it squarely in the path of
many storms that form in the Caribbean or the Atlantic, often tracking westward before making



landfall.

Statistical Overview of Hurricane Occurrence

Historically, Fort Myers has experienced dozens of tropical storms and hurricanes since record-
keeping began in the late 19th century. While not every storm is catastrophic, each event contributes
to the city’s evolving hurricane history. On average, Southwest Florida is impacted by a hurricane or
tropical storm every few years, with some decades being more active than others.

¢ High frequency of storms due to Gulf proximity
e Major hurricane landfalls occur roughly once per decade
e Storm surge and flooding are primary threats

e Wind damage is common during stronger hurricanes

Early Hurricane Events and Historical Impact

The early history of hurricanes in Fort Myers reveals the challenges faced by settlers and emerging
communities. Before modern forecasting, hurricanes arrived with little warning, often causing
widespread devastation. These early storms shaped local building practices, emergency
preparedness, and community awareness. Examining these historical events helps contextualize later
advances and the city’s ongoing commitment to storm resilience.

Pre-20th Century Hurricanes

In the late 1800s, Fort Myers endured several unnamed hurricanes that battered the region. Limited
communication and infrastructure made recovery difficult, with flooding and wind damage affecting
homes, crops, and transportation. These events underscored the need for improved forecasting and
emergency response.

Early 20th Century Storms

As Fort Myers grew, so did the impact of hurricanes. The 1926 Miami Hurricane, while centered on
Miami, extended damage across Southwest Florida, including Fort Myers. The 1944 Cuba-Florida
Hurricane brought destructive winds and flooding, testing the city’s preparedness and sparking
greater investment in storm shelters and public safety.



Notable Hurricanes: Key Storms That Shaped Fort
Myers

Certain hurricanes stand out in Fort Myers’ history due to their intensity and long-lasting effects.
These storms serve as milestones, prompting changes in policy, infrastructure, and public awareness.
The following hurricanes are among the most significant to strike Fort Myers, leaving indelible marks
on the city’s legacy.

Hurricane Donna (1960)

Hurricane Donna swept through Southwest Florida as a Category 4 storm, bringing severe winds,
torrential rain, and extensive flooding to Fort Myers. The storm caused widespread destruction to
homes, businesses, and agriculture, particularly citrus groves. Donna’s impact led to improvements in
building codes and spurred community-wide initiatives for disaster preparedness.

Hurricane Charley (2004)

Charley made landfall near Punta Gorda but its eyewall brushed Fort Myers with powerful Category 4
winds. The storm’s rapid intensification and unexpected path caught many off guard. Charley’s
aftermath included power outages, uprooted trees, damaged roofs, and significant economic losses.
Recovery efforts highlighted the importance of advance warning systems and reinforced construction.

Hurricane Irma (2017)

Irma, one of the most powerful Atlantic hurricanes ever recorded, impacted Fort Myers as a Category
2 storm. Despite weakening before landfall, Irma delivered heavy rain, flooding, and wind damage.
The storm tested evacuation procedures and utility restoration, showcasing improvements since
previous hurricanes while revealing new areas for resilience enhancement.

Hurricane lan (2022)

Hurricane lan struck the region as a Category 4 hurricane, causing catastrophic storm surge, flooding,
and wind damage. lan’s impact was felt across Southwest Florida, with Fort Myers experiencing
infrastructure failures, property losses, and prolonged recovery. The event underscored the ongoing
need for robust storm preparedness, mitigation strategies, and community support systems.

1. Hurricane Donna (1960)

2. Hurricane Charley (2004)



3. Hurricane Irma (2017)

4. Hurricane lan (2022)

Impact on Community and Infrastructure

Hurricanes have shaped the physical and social landscape of Fort Myers. Each major storm brings
challenges and prompts lasting changes in how the community prepares, responds, and rebuilds. The
effects of hurricanes extend beyond immediate damage, influencing local policies, urban planning,
and the collective memory of residents.

Infrastructure Damage and Recovery

Fort Myers has faced repeated infrastructure challenges from hurricanes. Roads, bridges, power lines,
and water systems are vulnerable to wind and flooding. Recovery efforts after major storms involve
repairing utilities, rebuilding homes, and restoring public facilities. The city has invested in storm-
resilient construction, drainage improvements, and emergency response coordination to speed
recovery.

Economic and Social Effects

The economic impact of hurricanes includes property losses, business interruptions, and agricultural
damage. Citrus, tourism, and local commerce are particularly affected. Socially, hurricanes can
displace families, strain resources, and disrupt daily life. Community organizations and government
agencies work together to provide relief, support recovery, and strengthen future resilience.

Public Health and Safety Concerns

Storms bring public health risks, including water contamination, mold, and injuries. Hospitals and
emergency services prepare for surges in demand during and after hurricanes. Lessons from past
events have led to enhanced shelter options, improved communication strategies, and greater
attention to vulnerable populations.

Evolution of Hurricane Preparedness in Fort Myers

Fort Myers has continually adapted its hurricane preparedness strategies in response to past storms.
Advances in technology, forecasting, and emergency management have transformed how the city
anticipates and responds to hurricanes. This ongoing evolution reflects lessons learned and a



commitment to protecting lives and property.

Improvements in Forecasting and Warning Systems

Modern forecasting tools, including satellite imagery and computer models, allow for earlier and more
accurate storm predictions. Local authorities issue warnings and evacuation orders based on real-time
data, minimizing surprise and maximizing community safety.

Building Codes and Urban Planning

Building codes in Fort Myers have evolved to require hurricane-resistant materials and construction
techniques. Elevated homes, reinforced roofs, and improved drainage systems help reduce damage.
Urban planning now incorporates flood zones and evacuation routes, prioritizing safety and rapid
response.

Community Engagement and Education

Public outreach campaigns educate residents about hurricane risks and preparation steps. Annual
drills, informational sessions, and emergency supply distributions foster a culture of readiness.
Partnerships with local schools, businesses, and civic organizations enhance resilience across the
entire community.

Lessons Learned and Ongoing Resilience

The rich hurricane history of Fort Myers is a story of adaptation and resilience. Each storm has taught
valuable lessons, prompting improvements in infrastructure, preparedness, and community solidarity.
The city remains vigilant, continually updating its strategies to meet new challenges. Residents and
officials alike recognize the importance of readiness, rapid recovery, and long-term planning in facing
the unpredictable nature of hurricanes.

Key Lessons from Past Hurricanes

Major storms have highlighted the need for robust evacuation plans, resilient infrastructure, and
strong community networks. Investments in technology, education, and emergency response have
paid dividends, reducing casualties and speeding recovery. Fort Myers’ experience serves as a model
for other coastal communities.



Future Outlook for Hurricane Preparedness

As climate change influences weather patterns and increases the potential for stronger storms, Fort
Myers continues to enhance its preparedness. Ongoing research, innovative building practices, and
active community engagement will ensure the city remains ready to face whatever challenges lie
ahead.

Trending Questions and Answers about Fort Myers Hurricane
History

Q: What was the worst hurricane in Fort Myers history?

A: Hurricane lan (2022) is widely considered the most devastating hurricane in Fort Myers history due
to its high category, catastrophic storm surge, extensive flooding, and significant property and
infrastructure damage.

Q: How often do hurricanes hit Fort Myers?

A: Fort Myers experiences hurricane or tropical storm impacts every few years, with direct hits from
major hurricanes occurring roughly once per decade.

Q: What changes have been made to Fort Myers’ building
codes because of hurricanes?

A: Building codes now require hurricane-resistant materials, elevated construction, reinforced roofs,
and improved drainage systems to reduce storm damage.

Q: How did Hurricane Charley affect Fort Myers?

A: Hurricane Charley caused widespread power outages, damaged homes and businesses, uprooted
trees, and led to significant economic losses, prompting improvements in warning systems and
construction standards.

Q: What role does storm surge play in Fort Myers hurricane
damage?

A: Storm surge is a major threat to Fort Myers, often causing severe flooding and property loss due to
the city’s low elevation and proximity to the Gulf of Mexico.



Q: How has hurricane preparedness evolved in Fort Myers?

A: Preparedness has improved through advanced forecasting, stricter building codes, better
evacuation planning, and increased community education and engagement.

Q: Which hurricanes significantly changed Fort Myers’
infrastructure?

A: Hurricanes Donna, Charley, Irma, and lan all prompted major infrastructure upgrades, including
storm-resilient construction and improved emergency response systems.

Q: What are the main challenges Fort Myers faces after
hurricanes?

A: Main challenges include repairing infrastructure, restoring utilities, addressing public health
concerns, supporting displaced residents, and rebuilding the local economy.

Q: How does climate change affect hurricane risk in Fort
Myers?

A: Climate change is expected to increase the frequency and intensity of hurricanes, raising risks for
stronger storms and greater flooding in Fort Myers.

Q: What steps can residents take to prepare for hurricanes in
Fort Myers?

A: Residents should follow evacuation orders, secure property, maintain emergency supplies, stay
informed about forecasts, and participate in community preparedness programs.
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and Resilience

Fort Myers, nestled on the picturesque southwest coast of Florida, boasts stunning beaches and a
vibrant community. However, beneath this idyllic facade lies a history deeply intertwined with the
powerful forces of nature - hurricanes. This comprehensive guide delves into Fort Myers' hurricane
history, exploring significant storms, their impact, and the city's ongoing efforts to prepare for and
mitigate future threats. We'll examine the lessons learned and the resilience demonstrated by its
residents throughout the years. Prepare to discover a compelling narrative of survival, adaptation,
and the enduring spirit of Fort Myers.

Early Hurricanes and the Shaping of Fort Myers
(Pre-1900s)

While detailed records are scarce for the earliest periods, anecdotal evidence and accounts from
settlers suggest that Fort Myers experienced the wrath of hurricanes long before sophisticated
meteorological tracking existed. The region's location within the hurricane belt meant that even
before formal settlements, the indigenous Calusa people undoubtedly faced the destructive power of
these storms. The construction techniques and settlements patterns likely reflected a rudimentary
understanding of hurricane risks. The lack of robust infrastructure made early storms devastating,
shaping the landscape and influencing the settlement patterns of the area. These early encounters,
though undocumented in detail, undoubtedly played a significant role in shaping the city's future
resilience.

The Impact of Early Storms on Development

The unpredictable nature of hurricanes likely slowed early development in Fort Myers. The
destruction of crops, infrastructure, and homes would have hampered economic growth and
population expansion. The limited resources available at the time to rebuild after a hurricane would
also have made recovery a long and arduous process. This period highlights the inherent
vulnerability of coastal communities to powerful storms and the importance of incorporating
hurricane preparedness into development planning from its inception.

The 20th Century: Notable Hurricanes Affecting Fort
Myers



The 20th century witnessed several significant hurricanes impacting Fort Myers, providing valuable
lessons in disaster preparedness and community resilience. These events are crucial for
understanding the city's evolving strategies for hurricane mitigation.

The Okeechobee Hurricane of 1928

The Okeechobee Hurricane, though not directly hitting Fort Myers with its eye, still caused
widespread flooding and damage to the region. High winds and storm surge resulted in substantial
property loss and underscored the vulnerability of low-lying areas. This event acted as a stark
warning for future development and infrastructure planning.

Hurricane Donna (1960)

Hurricane Donna made landfall as a Category 4 hurricane and inflicted significant damage on Fort
Myers. Strong winds, torrential rains, and storm surges caused extensive destruction to homes and
businesses. This hurricane emphasized the need for stronger building codes and improved
evacuation procedures. The aftermath spurred considerable improvements in storm preparedness
and response.

Hurricane Charley (2004)

Hurricane Charley, a devastating Category 4 hurricane, made landfall near Punta Gorda, impacting
Fort Myers significantly. This storm demonstrated the vulnerability of even relatively newer
structures to high winds. Charley's impact led to stricter building codes, improved emergency
management systems, and a heightened awareness of the importance of hurricane preparedness
among residents.

The 21st Century and Beyond: Lessons Learned and
Ongoing Efforts

The experience gained from past hurricanes has significantly shaped Fort Myers' approach to
hurricane preparedness. The 21st century has seen a continued focus on strengthening
infrastructure, refining evacuation plans, and enhancing community education initiatives.



Enhanced Building Codes and Infrastructure

Fort Myers has implemented stricter building codes to withstand high winds and storm surges.
Infrastructure improvements, including strengthened seawalls and improved drainage systems, are
crucial for minimizing the impact of future hurricanes.

Improved Emergency Management and Community
Preparedness

Effective communication systems, well-defined evacuation routes, and robust emergency response
plans are vital components of Fort Myers' hurricane preparedness strategy. Community education
programs play a crucial role in informing residents about safety measures and evacuation
procedures.

Climate Change and Future Hurricane Threats

The growing concern over climate change and its potential impact on hurricane intensity and
frequency necessitates an ongoing commitment to hurricane mitigation. Fort Myers faces the
challenge of adapting to a potentially more hostile environment, requiring continuous investment in
resilient infrastructure and proactive community engagement.

Conclusion

Fort Myers' hurricane history is a testament to the city's resilience and its capacity to learn from
past experiences. From the early, undocumented storms to the devastating impacts of Charley and
other hurricanes, the city has demonstrated an ongoing commitment to preparing for future threats.
By understanding the lessons learned and the ongoing efforts to enhance preparedness, Fort Myers
continues to navigate the complexities of living in a hurricane-prone region. Its resilience, however,
is not just about infrastructure; it's about the collective spirit of its community, which continues to
adapt and endure.

FAQs



1. What is the most destructive hurricane to ever hit Fort Myers? While precise measurements vary
across different storms, Hurricane Charley (2004) is widely considered one of the most damaging in
recent history for Fort Myers due to its intensity and direct impact.

2. How often do hurricanes directly impact Fort Myers? Fort Myers is frequently impacted by
hurricane-force winds and storm surge, even if the eye of the storm doesn't make landfall directly.
The frequency varies, but it's important to note that every hurricane season poses a threat.

3. What are the key elements of Fort Myers' hurricane preparedness plan? The plan includes
updated building codes, improved evacuation routes and communication systems, enhanced
emergency response training, and community education programs focused on hurricane
preparedness.

4. Where can I find more information about Fort Myers' hurricane history? The Lee County
Historical Society, the Fort Myers Beach Historical Society, and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) archives are valuable resources for further research.

5. What steps can I take to prepare my home for hurricane season in Fort Myers? Create a hurricane
preparedness kit, develop an evacuation plan, secure your property, and stay updated on weather
forecasts throughout hurricane season. Consider strengthening your home's structural elements if
possible.

fort myers hurricane history: Florida's Hurricane History Jay Barnes, 2012-08-15 The
Sunshine State has an exceptionally stormy past. Vulnerable to storms that arise in the Atlantic,
Caribbean, and Gulf of Mexico, Florida has been hit by far more hurricanes than any other state. In
many ways, hurricanes have helped shape Florida's history. Early efforts by the French, Spanish,
and English to claim the territory as their own were often thwarted by hurricanes. More recently,
storms have affected such massive projects as Henry Flagler's Overseas Railroad and efforts to
manage water in South Florida. In this book, Jay Barnes offers a fascinating and informative look at
Florida's hurricane history. Drawing on meteorological research, news reports, first-person
accounts, maps, and historical photographs, he traces all of the notable hurricanes that have
affected the state over the last four-and-a-half centuries, from the great storms of the early colonial
period to the devastating hurricanes of 2004 and 2005--Charley, Frances, Ivan, Jeanne, Dennis,
Katrina, and Wilma. In addition to providing a comprehensive chronology of more than one hundred
individual storms, Florida's Hurricane History includes information on the basics of hurricane
dynamics, formation, naming, and forecasting. It explores the origins of the U.S. Weather Bureau
and government efforts to study and track hurricanes in Florida, home of the National Hurricane
Center. But the book does more than examine how hurricanes have shaped Florida's past; it also
looks toward the future, discussing the serious threat that hurricanes continue to pose to both lives
and property in the state. Filled with more than 200 photographs and maps, the book also features a
foreword by Steve Lyons, tropical weather expert for the Weather Channel. It will serve as both an
essential reference on hurricanes in Florida and a remarkable source of the stories--of tragedy and
destruction, rescue and survival--that foster our fascination with these powerful storms.

fort myers hurricane history: Historic Hurricanes of Fort Myers Thomas P. Hall, 2023-09-30
On September 28, 2022, Hurricane lan struck Fort Myers, Florida, ravaging Fort Myers Beach and
Sanibel, Captiva, Matlacha and Pine Islands. Ian was just the latest in a series of storms that have
influenced how the region has developed since the mid-1800s. In fact, it was an 1841 hurricane that
followed roughly the same track as Ian that caused the Army to move its central supply depot to Fort
Myers’ present-day location, a site presumably safe from impacts such as storm surge, hurricane
force winds and inland flooding. That was not true then. It is not true now. Of all the towns and cities




that dot the coast of the United States from the Rio Grande to Eastport, Maine, the City of Fort
Myers has the sixth most homes and fourth most multi-family dwellings at risk for storm surge in the
entire nation. With more than 400 miles of canals encompassing 520 square miles, neighboring Cape
Coral is America’s most vulnerable city when it comes to flooding produced by tropical systems. The
severity of these impacts and the associated loss of life and property damage are expected to
increase in the future due to sea level rise, climate change and ongoing development of single
family, multi-family and commercial properties in the shallow flood plains that drain the
Caloosahatchee River and its tributaries. With Historic Hurricanes of Fort Myers, local historian
Tom Hall blends a meticulously researched analysis of where and why Fort Myers is uniquely subject
to storm surge, wind damage and inland flooding with old-time stories of how the region’s early
pioneers weathered storms as they built a town and an economy based on cattle exports to Cuba.
For the historian at heart, Historic Hurricanes of Fort Myers transports readers to a time when
rugged, enterprising men and women assayed to build a town in the footprint of an old Seminole and
Civil War fort on the southern bank of the Caloosahatchee River. It chronicles the role played by
iconic cattlemen like Jake Summerlin and Capt. Francis Asbury Hendry and the singular importance
of the cattle industry in decades following the end of the Civil War. For residents and property
owners, this book provides a street-specific road map that delineates each neighborhood’s risk for
mild to catastrophic damage from storm surge, hurricane force winds and freshwater flooding. It
considers how these impacts are likely to worsen in a wetter, hotter climate. And with input from
WINK TV Chief Meteorologist Matt Devitt, Historic Hurricanes of Fort Myers provides useful tips
and concrete recommendations for how to survive a storm ... and when and why to evacuate in
advance of one. Readers will glean a greater appreciation of the factors that led to the settlement of
this part of Florida. But given the region’s unique risk for storm impacts in a changing climate,
Historic Hurricanes of Fort Myers serves as the quintessential tropical cyclone survival guide.

fort myers hurricane history: Hidden History of Fort Myers Cynthia A. Williams,
2017-10-09 Although best known as the winter home of Thomas Edison and Henry Ford, Fort Myers
has one of the most engaging and extraordinary histories of any city in Florida. The spawn of a
hurricane, Fort Myers began as a U.S. Army post during Florida's Seminole Wars. During the Civil
War, it became a battleground between Confederates and Yankees for cattle and, after the war, a
gun-slinging cowboy town. New York cartoonist Walt McDougall blew into the area on a fishing trip,
and his glowing description lured down other wealthy Yankee sportsmen who helped turn this
isolated frontier town into a modern tourist destination. Historian and author Cynthia Williams
explores the hidden stories behind the growth of this beautiful city.

fort myers hurricane history: Fort Myers Beach Mary Kaye Stevens, 2012 The once sleepy
barrier island labeled Estero Island on navigational charts was dubbed Fort Myers Beach in the
early part of the 20th century by city folks who spent their weekends on its wide, sandy beaches.
Centuries earlier, an abundance of fish and other seafood made the 6.5-mile-long island attractive to
its earliest inhabitants, the Calusa, as well as explorers, fisherfolk, and a pirate or two. In the late
19th century, early homesteaders were lured by stories of free tillable soil in a balmy climate
surrounded by warm waters and ankle-deep shells. When pink shrimp, labeled Pink Gold, were found
in nearby waters, another influx of residents arrived. Today, the island is best known as an energetic
resort community, but it retains the influence and charm of its remarkable past.

fort myers hurricane history: 1994 Atlantic Hurricane Season ,

fort myers hurricane history: Encyclopedia of Hurricanes, Typhoons, and Cyclones, Third
Edition David Longshore, 2020-06-01 Praise for the previous edition: ...a strong pick for any
collection strong in weather science at the high school or college levels.—Midwest Book Review The
entries in the encyclopedia make great reading...has considerable merit and most libraries will want
to purchase the volume for their reference collections.—American Reference Books Annual
...comprehensive, highly readable...Recommended.—Choice ...a fact-filled work with articles that are
informative and accessible to both student and lay reader...a reasonable and worthwhile investment
for both academic and public libraries...larger libraries may want this title for their circulating




collections as well.—Against the Grain Now in its third edition, this comprehensive encyclopedia
covers all major aspects of tropical cyclone activity. Hundreds of extensively cross-referenced A-to-Z
entries detail cyclonic storms in meteorology, history, and culture, along with accessible definitions
of technical terms and engaging narratives that capture the dramatic intensity of tropical storms,
hurricanes, typhoons, and cyclones and the devastation and loss that often resulted. Hurricanes
Andrew, Dean, Felix, Gilbert, Wilma, Sandy, and Maria are covered in detail in this comprehensive
reference, as well as the most destructive and deadly tropical cyclone witnessed in the United States
in the last 50 years—Hurricane Katrina.

fort myers hurricane history: Encyclopedia of Hurricanes, Typhoons, and Cyclones, New
Edition David Longshore, 2010-05-12 Presents a detailed encyclopedia of named hurricanes,
typhoons and cyclones, descriptions of storm activity, definitions of meteorological terms, and more.

fort myers hurricane history: Central Florida Weather - Hurricanes and Great Freezes:
A Historical Overview Stewart Dunaway, 2019-04-18 This book provides general history on the
tropical cyclones and great freezes that impacted - Central Florida. General history means a brief
overview using primary (accurate) information to define (as best as can be found) each event - be
that hurricane/tropical storm or freeze/snow storm. Orlando, Florida was my home town, and the
general landscape was changed by a sequential set of killer freezes. From orange groves to
subdivisions - these weather events certainly altered the State. When researching cold weather
events, it was interesting to find a number of snow storms that impacted both Central Florida as well
as the entire state. Information was found for cold-weather from 1765 and ends in 1991. As to
tropical systems, the data was more difficult to find, but includes a few older storms from 1871 and
ends in 1995.

fort myers hurricane history: 2004 Atlantic Hurricane Season ,

fort myers hurricane history: In the I of the Hurricane Rebecca A. Keen, 2024-07-18 After
relocating to Florida, author Rebecca A. Keen lived in a condo on Charlotte Harbor in Punta Gorda, a
small community north of Fort Myers. On September 28, 2022, as the eye of Hurricane Ian barreled
toward the harbor, she waited in terror. Initially predicted to make landfall farther north, many had
ignored the evacuation warnings, and all across southwest Florida, residents sheltered in place.
Then, this unpredictable Category 5 hurricane unleashed a 500-year record storm surge, decimating
entire towns. Nearly one year later, on August 26, 2023, Hurricane Idalia, a Category 4 storm,
struck the Big Bend area of the state, causing chaos and destruction to its victims. In The I of the
Hurricane, Keen visits the towns and beaches where each storm made landfall. Through weather
bulletins, text messages, and personal accounts, she shares meaningful insights and inspires hope in
the face of the unimaginable. This narrative includes her personal, firsthand experience in the
storms as well as stories from some of the survivors. She tells how families and entire communities
united through the complete devastation of both Hurricane lan and Idalia.

fort myers hurricane history: Hurricane Almanac Bryan Norcross, 2007-05-29 Essential
Information from CBS News' Hurricane Analyst Bryan Norcross's pioneering and courageous TV
coverage of Hurricane Andrew in 1992 helped millions of people in Florida cope with the killer
storm. This revised and updated version of last year's popular almanac adds detailed stories of the
powerful hurricanes of the past that would be catastrophes if they happened today and explores how
explosive coastal development during a time of relatively few hurricanes has set the stage for
mega-disasters. If hurricanes make landfall today at the rate they did in much of the twentieth
century, how could we prevent the unimaginable destruction? A new section will also help you better
understand hurricane advisories. Bryan Norcross's Hurricane Almanac is two books in one. The first
half is hurricane science, history, and perspectives on how we, as a society, deal with hurricanes.
The second half is a personal guide to Living Successfully in the Hurricane Zone. In addition to
reviewing and explaining the relatively mild 2006 hurricane season, it looks forward to hurricane
seasons to come, highlights the fascinating history of hurricanes interacting with civilization, and
details our rapidly increasingly ability---but still with limitations---to predict the severity and tracks
of storms. With preparation checklists and shopping lists, an easy-to-understand guide to the



technical information coming from the National Hurricane Center, and critical practical information,
Hurricane Almanac is your essential guide to coping with Mother Nature's greatest storms. A
provocative chapter entitled: How I'd Do It Better details Norcross's ideas for a better hurricane
system. -Family Communications -Evacuation Decision-making -Staying in a House -Staying in an
Apartment -Shutters -Hurricane-proof Windows -Backup Power -Generators -Computer Hurricane
Plan -Post-storm Air-Conditioning -Candles -Pool Preparation -Pets, Boats, Cars, and Businesses
-Insurance

fort myers hurricane history: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida DK, 2014-06-02 The DK
Eyewitness Florida Travel Guide will lead you straight to the best attractions Florida has to offer.
The guide includes unique cutaways, floorplans and reconstructions of the city's stunning
architecture, plus 3D aerial views of the key districts to explore on foot. You'll find detailed listings
of the best hotels, restaurants, bars and shops for all budgets in this fully updated and expanded
guide, plus insider tips on everything from where to find the best markets and nightspots to great
attractions for children. The uniquely visual DK Eyewitness Travel Guide also includes in-depth
coverage of all the unforgettable sights. The DK Eyewitness Florida Travel Guide shows you what
others only tell you. Now available in PDF format.

fort myers hurricane history: Hurricanes Michael Woods, Mary B. Woods, 2007-01-01
Explains why hurricanes occur, how we prepare for them and also examines the history of some of
the most famous.

fort myers hurricane history: 2003 Atlantic Hurricane Season ,

fort myers hurricane history: Roads Through the Everglades Bruce D. Epperson, 2016-06-21
In 1915, the road system in south Florida had changed little since before the Civil War. Travelling
from Miami to Ft. Myers meant going through Orlando, 250 miles north of Miami. Within 15 years,
three highways were dredged and blasted through the Everglades: Ingraham Highway from
Homestead, 25 miles south of Miami, to Flamingo on the tip of the peninsula; Tamiami Trail from
Miami to Tampa; and Conners Highway from West Palm Beach to Okeechobee City. In 1916,
Florida's road commission spent $967. In 1928 it spent $6.8 million. Tamiami Trail, originally
projected to cost $500,000, eventually required $11 million. These roads were made possible by the
1920s Florida land boom, the advent of gasoline and diesel-powered equipment to replace animal
and steam-powered implements, and the creation of a highway funding system based on fuel taxes.
This book tells the story of the finance and technology of the first modern highways in the South.

fort myers hurricane history: The Everglades Handbook Thomas E. Lodge, 2016-11-03 This
fourth edition covers the key subjects of previous editions with major updates of the new science and
understanding. If there ever was a necessary book for Everglades advocates, students, authors,
members of government and their agencies, The Everglades Handbook: Understanding the
Ecosystem is an absolute must! —Nathaniel P. Reed, from the Foreword “This book is far and away
the best guide now in print to Everglades issues -- authoritative, well-illustrated, well-indexed, and
readable. — Martha Musgrove, retired Miami Herald journalist, founding President of the Decision
Makers Forum, and Southeast Regional Director of the Florida Wildlife Federation Given the
astonishing breadth and depth of scientific activities in the Everglades, Tom Lodge once again
illustrates his savvy as an articulate science writer in condensing the complex dynamics of this
remarkable ecosystem. ...In summary, the Handbook reviews a vast literature into a compelling read
about the natural treasures of the Everglades. —Evelyn E. Gaiser, Executive Director, School of
Environment, Arts and Society, and Associate Dean, College of Arts & Sciences, Florida
International University, modified from Wetlands (2011) 31

The fourth

edition presents expanded treatment of subjects where our knowledge of the Everglades and its
restoration has greatly improved. This more detailed coverage includes: Computer modeling and its
applications to the Everglades environment Quantified role of water flow in shaping the Everglades
landscape The origin and evolution of fixed tree islands Sulfur and related mercury as wetland
pollutants Up-to-date summary of the now quantified economic benefits of restoration, shown to be




far in excess of the cost The Everglades Handbook: Understanding the Ecosystem, Fourth Edition is
a scholarly reference packed cover to cover with scientific information about the ecosystem of the
Everglades - taking into account how drastically the Everglades has changed. Topically, the book
covers disciplines ranging from ecology, geology, climatology, hydrology, anthropology to
conservation biology. Written in Tom Lodge’s trademark accessible style, this extensively researched
text is essential reading for anybody trying to understand the challenges we face in restoring this
unique ecosystem.

fort myers hurricane history: Preliminary Reports on Hurricanes and Tropical Storms United
States. Office of Meteorological Operations, 1972

fort myers hurricane history: An Illustrated History of Siesta Key Thomas Philip Farrrell,
Philip M. Farrell, 2018-03-01 A history of a very popular beach destination near Sarasota on the Gulf
coast of Florida. Reviewing the past century of Siesta Key development in the context of Florida's
ancient and recent emergence, this book explains how one small Gulf coast barrier island has
become world famous as “#1 Beach in the USA. Beginning with Amerindian settlers, the “First
Floridians, all of the seminal pioneers and a steady stream of pivotal leaders are described with
emphasis on their families, motivations, and challenges. Both historical triumphs and tragedies are
covered to provide a balanced perspective. Lastly, the current and future threats are analyzed in
detail, including the environmental controversies with nearby keys, the menace of increasing red
tide, and the risks of rising sea levels associated with global warming.

fort myers hurricane history: NOAA. , 1982

fort myers hurricane history: Southeastern Geographer David M. Cochran Jr., Carl A. Reese,
2014-12-19 Southeastern Geographer is published by UNC Press for the Southeastern Division of
the Association of American Geographers (www.sedaag.org). The quarterly journal publishes the
academic work of geographers and other social and physical scientists, and features peer-reviewed
articles and essays that reflect sound scholarship and contain significant contributions to
geographical understanding, with a special interest in work that focuses on the southeastern United
States.

fort myers hurricane history: Ghosts of Florida's Gulf Coast Alan Brown, 2015-10-17 It's
easier to imagine ghosts haunting gloomy, medieval castles in Europe of brooding mansions in New
England than bright, cheerful homes across the Sunshine State, but ghosts abound in sunny, tropical
Florida. In fact, Florida absolutely oozes the weird, the creepy, and the ghastly.

fort myers hurricane history: Gulf of Mexico OCS Oil and Gas Lease Sales 189 and 197,
Eastern Planning Area, 2003

fort myers hurricane history: TOWERS IN THE SAND Donn R. Colee Jr., 2016-08-30
Broadcasting touches almost every person in the United States every day. But like the air we
breathe, we seldom give it a second thought. Towers in the Sand is the only comprehensive history
of Florida's broadcasting industry, 1922-2016, the people who brought the stations to life, and the
events that saw the state grow from boom to bust and back again to now the nation's third most
populous. Over a decade in the making and fully referenced and indexed, Towers in the Sand tells
stories from over eighty Florida broadcasting pioneers and current leaders, from the Keys to the
Panhandle. A celebration of broadcasting's proudest moments through hard-hitting journalism and
editorials, lifesaving moments through decades of hurricanes, and lighthearted moments with
favorite personalities and promotions. Towers in the Sand also laments the loss of a national
treasure as most stations were transformed from local community partners to lines on corporate
balance sheets. As broadcasting sits at the precipice of a very uncertain future, the author hopes
through this work to engage thought, conversation, and action to ensure its continued relevance in
society.

fort myers hurricane history: Preliminary Climatic Data Report Hurricane Agnes, June
14-23, 1972 Richard M. DeAngelis, William T. Hodge, 1972

fort myers hurricane history: Florida Almanac, 2012 Bernie McGovern, 2012-04-23 An
amazing atlas, directory, tourist guide, reference manual, and history book all in one—for natives,



visitors, and new residents in the Sunshine State! From basic history and tourist information to
obscure facts—such as the size of the largest squash grown—this book has it all. After reading the
list of derivatives for the name of each Florida county, the Lake City Reporter called a previous
edition of this book “indispensable” and described it as containing “just about everything you ever
wanted to know about Florida—and a good deal of information you probably never really thought
about.” In addition to listings of national memorials, monuments, and landmarks, this volume
contains road maps of each county, charts of rivers and waterways, and facts about Florida’s
geography and climate. For those who are visiting the state, there are sections on major attractions,
annual festivals, state parks, and lodging as well as regulations for boating, fishing, and hunting. The
chapters on education, crime, residency, taxes, and utilities will be invaluable to people who are
considering moving to Florida. Anyone interested in the history and settlement of the Sunshine State
will appreciate the facts about Native American cultures and the chronology of major events in
Florida’s past. Also included are various statistics and a hurricane survival guide. Packed with
information and including a detailed index, it’s a useful, comprehensive reference—and a fascinating
resource for geography lovers.

fort myers hurricane history: 2022-23 Travel Guide to Florida Julia Wall, 2022-05-04 The 2022
Travel Guide to Florida is a detailed guide that provides travelers to the Sunshine State with all of
the information they need to enrich and enjoy their trip.

fort myers hurricane history: Eldercare, Health, and Ecosyndemics in a Perilous World
Janelle Christensen, 2018-10-16 Humans are at a unique crossroads: never before have we had such
a clear understanding of how our actions affect a changing climate, or how our settlement patterns
along coastal environments put us at risk of rising sea levels. However, the science behind climate
change (and solutions for it) are engulfed in political controversy. Dr. Christensen uses
anthropological methods to illuminate the lived experience of families caring for elder relatives
during climate related events: a unique conundrum facing increasing numbers of people living in
coastal areas. As populations in industrialized countries grow older, they become more vulnerable to
climate extremes. People over 65 are more likely to die in climate related events, such as heatwaves,
hurricanes, and blizzards. Dr. Christensen presents the scientific evidence for climate change, the
archaeological record on how humans responded to climatic shifts in the past, and explains how the
current challenges are different. Using the theoretical framework of Singer’s Syndemics, she
explores how aging bodies are more vulnerable to increased environmental toxins, which is further
exacerbated by climate fluctuations. A central question is: how do we value our environment, our
elders, and make decisions about well-being throughout the life course?

fort myers hurricane history: The History of Florida Michael Gannon, 2018-06-26 This is
the heralded “definitive history” of Florida. No other book so fully or accurately captures the highs
and lows, the grandeur and the craziness, the horrors and the glories of the past 500 years in the
Land of Sunshine. Twenty-three leading historians, assembled by renowned scholar Michael Gannon,
offer a wealth of perspectives and expertise to create a comprehensive, balanced view of Florida’s
sweeping story. The chapters cover such diverse topics as the maritime heritage of Florida, the
exploits of the state’s first developers, the astounding population boom of the twentieth century, and
the environmental changes that threaten the future of Florida’s beautiful wetlands. Celebrating
Florida’s role at the center of important historical movements, from the earliest colonial interactions
in North America to the nation’s social and political climate today, The History of Florida is an
invaluable resource on the complex past of this dynamic state. Contributors: Charles W. Arnade |
Canter Brown Jr. | Amy Turner Bushnell | David R. Colburn | William S. Coker | Amy Mitchell-Cook |
Jack E. Davis | Robin F. A. Fabel | Michael Gannon | Thomas Graham | John H. Hann | Dr Della
Scott-Ireton | Maxine D. Jones | Jane Landers | Eugene Lyon | John K. Mahon | Jerald T. Milanich |
Raymond A. Mohl | Gary R. Mormino | Susan Richbourg Parker | George E. Pozzetta | Samuel
Proctor | William W. Rogers | Daniel L. Schafer | Jerrell H. Shofner | Dr. Robert A. Taylor | Brent R.
Weisman

fort myers hurricane history: Gulf of Mexico Proposed OCS (Outer Continental Shelf)



0Oil and Gas Lease Sales No0.110,112, 1986

fort myers hurricane history: Proposed Oil and Gas Lease Sales 110 and 112, Gulf of Mexico
OCS Region , 1986

fort myers hurricane history: Explorer's Guide Sarasota, Sanibel Island & Naples: A Great
Destination (Sixth Edition) Chelle Koster-Walton, 2013-06-03 Gain an insider’s vantage point on this
exceptional part of the Florida coast. Whether Charlotte Harbor’s wild shorelines and preserved
estuaries, or Sarasota’s historic culture sweetened by sugar magnates, travelers have an in-depth
look on the environment, history, and culture of this beautiful stretch of coastline. Now in its 6th
fully updated edition, this guide gives visitors and locals access to the best of Florida’s Gulf Coast.
Do it all, from the fabled “Sanibel stoop” for collecting seashells to dining in the finest five-star
bistros. The author’s deep local knowledge again provides the most reliable info available to this
paradise.

fort myers hurricane history: Hidden History of Everglades City and Points Nearby Maureen
Sullivan-Hartung, 2010-11-12 This book is a collection of quirky and fun stories about the history of
Everglades City. Drawing from the author's time as a reporter for the Everglades City Echo, this
book will chronicle lesser-known stories about the area. The book discusses the original pioneer
families of Everglades City, and the time when this city was the governing center of Collier County.
It goes on to chronicle colorful characters from the area, local landmarks, and the annual Seafood
Festival that draws 20,000 people to the city every year.

fort myers hurricane history: Climatological Data , 1924

fort myers hurricane history: Dark Florida Alan N. Brown, 2023-08 Author Alan Brown leads
readers on a stomach-churning turn through Florida's dark side . Florida sunshine beckons, but in
can be unrelenting, too. And in the shadows, tragedy strikes. Ted Bundy leads a cast of serial killers
who wrought havoc on the state. Storms spin onto its shores with landscape altering fury. Sharks
lurk in the sea, and snakes and alligators lie wait in the swamps. Gangsters like Al Capone hit Miami
Beach for a respite, but gangsters like Al Capone take no breaks from their trade. A woman
spontaneously bursts into flames in St. Petersburg. Anthrax claims a life in Palm Beach. The
Bermuda Triangle disappears vessels off the coast. Indeed, Florida knows boundless leisure, but it's
just as familiar with catastrophe .

fort myers hurricane history: Moon Florida Gulf Coast Joshua Lawrence Kinser, Moon
Travel Guides, 2024-06-18 Whether you're kayaking through mangroves, bodysurfing with manta
rays, or sunbathing with a pifia colada in hand, soak up the Sunshine State with Moon Florida Gulf
Coast. Inside you'll find: Flexible itineraries including a 5-day family vacation, a baseball spring
training trip, and a 10-day road trip covering all 700 miles of the Florida Gulf Coast The best spots
for outdoor adventures like kayaking, hiking, biking, bird-watching, and fishing, and the best
beaches for swimming, sunsets, and seclusion Top activities and unique experiences: Discover the
vibrant performing arts scene in Sarasota or stroll through quaint riverfront towns and secluded
island enclaves. Unwind on shell-scattered beaches or spot gators in the swampy Everglades. Ride
the coasters at Busch Gardens, browse art galleries in Naples, or catch a college baseball game
during Spring Training. Sail through the canals of Tampa, kick back at a beachfront oyster bar, and
sip a local brew as the sun sets over the ocean Expert advice from Florida local Joshua Lawrence
Kinser on where to stay, what to eat, and how to get around by car, bus, or boat Full-color photos
and detailed maps throughout Background information on the Gulf Coast's landscape, wildlife,
history, and culture Experience the best of Florida's Gulf Coast with Moon. For more of the Sunshine
State, try Moon Florida Keys. About Moon Travel Guides: Moon was founded in 1973 to empower
independent, active, and conscious travel. We prioritize local businesses, outdoor recreation, and
traveling strategically and sustainably. Moon Travel Guides are written by local, expert authors with
great stories to tell—and they can't wait to share their favorite places with you. For more inspiration,
follow @moonguides on social media.

fort myers hurricane history: Florida History from the Highways Douglas Waitley, 2005
Discover Florida, with its unique geography and exciting history--from ancient gold to modern real



estate speculation--by journeying along its highways. Beginning with a chronology and succinct
account of Florida's spectacular development, then an account of the rise of the major cities, Florida
History from the Highways takes you throughout the state, pointing out the fascinating events that
occurred at locations along the way. You'll travel through changing times and landscapes and
emerge filled with new appreciation for what has made Florida the colorful place it is today.

fort myers hurricane history: Monthly Weather Review , 1920

fort myers hurricane history: Florida Almanac 2007-2008 McGovern, Bernie, 2007
Thousands of fascinating facts and figures on all aspects of life in the Sunshine State. This book, a
combination atlas, directory, tourist guide, and reference manual, covers everything you want to
know about the state of Florida. The current edition has updated statistics on all of the topics found
in past annuals, a hurricane survival guide, and everything from basic history to residential
requirements to live in the state of Florida. A very good resource for Florida natives as well as those
planning to visit the state.

fort myers hurricane history: Mariners Weather Log , 1972 November issue includes
abridged index to yearly volume.

fort myers hurricane history: Historical Gazetteer of the United States Paul T. Hellmann,
2006-02-14 The first place-by-place chronology of U.S. history, this book offers the student,
researcher, or traveller a handy guide to find all the most important events that have occurred at
any locality in the United States.
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