earth science regents curve

earth science regents curve is a topic that attracts significant attention among New York State students,
educators, and parents. Understanding the Earth Science Regents curve is crucial for anyone preparing for
or evaluating the results of this important standardized exam. This article offers a comprehensive
exploration of what the Regents curve is, why it exists, how it affects final scores, and tips for leveraging it
effectively. We will delve into the grading process, analyze historical trends, discuss strategies for
maximizing exam performance, and dispel common myths. Whether you are a student aiming for a high
score, a teacher supporting exam readiness, or a parent seeking clarity on your child's results, this guide
will provide valuable insights and actionable information. By the end, you will have a well-rounded

understanding of the earth science regents curve and its impact on exam outcomes.
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Understanding the Earth Science Regents Curve

The Earth Science Regents is a standardized assessment administered in New York State schools to evaluate
students' proficiency in earth science concepts. Unlike some exams that use a straightforward percentage
system, the Regents utilizes a curve—a statistical adjustment applied to raw scores. The earth science
regents curve is designed to account for test difficulty, question ambiguity, and overall student
performance each year. This curve ensures that the reported scores accurately reflect students' mastery
rather than simply their percentage of correct answers. As a result, a raw score may be transformed into a

higher scaled score, impacting the final grade and passing threshold.



What is the Regents Curve?

The Regents curve is a scoring mechanism that adjusts students' raw test results to produce a final scaled
score. This process helps balance variations in exam difficulty and maintains consistency across different test
administrations. The earth science regents curve is published annually and is used by educators to interpret

student performance fairly.

Why Does the Curve Exist?

The curve exists to ensure equity and fairness among test-takers. Since question difficulty can vary from
year to year, the curve compensates for any irregularities, making the exam results comparable and
meaningful. This adjustment protects students from penalization due to unusually challenging test versions

and helps maintain the credibility of the Earth Science Regents exam.

The Grading Process and Raw Score Conversion

Grading the Earth Science Regents involves calculating a raw score based on the number of correct
answers across multiple-choice and constructed-response sections. This raw score is then converted using
the official conversion chart, which incorporates the earth science regents curve. The conversion chart
translates raw scores into scaled scores ranging from 0 to 100, determining whether a student passes or

excels.

Raw Score vs. Scaled Score

The raw score is the direct total of points earned on the exam. The scaled score is the adjusted result after
the curve is applied. For example, a raw score of 50 might convert to a scaled score of 65, which is typically
the minimum passing mark. This system allows for normalization of scores and greater accuracy in

reflecting student achievement.

Official Conversion Chart

e Raw scores are calculated by adding points from all sections of the exam.

e The official conversion chart is released by the New York State Education Department each year.



e Scaled scores range from 0 to 100, with 65 generally set as the threshold for passing.

e The chart varies yearly, reflecting the difficulty of that year's exam.

Historical Trends and Variations

Over the years, the earth science regents curve has shown variability depending on test complexity and
student performance. Analyzing past curves can provide insight into what to expect and how scores might
be impacted in future exams. Historically, the curve tends to be more generous when the exam is more

challenging, and tighter when students perform better overall.

Y ear-to-Y ear Differences

Each year, the curve is recalibrated based on statistical analysis of student results and the difficulty of exam
questions. This means that the same raw score may yield different scaled scores from year to year.

Sometimes, a lower raw score may be enough to pass if the exam proves particularly tough.

Impact on Passing Rates

The curve has a direct impact on statewide passing rates. In years when the exam is perceived as difficult,
the curve may be adjusted to help more students reach the passing mark. Conversely, in years with higher

overall performance, the curve may be less pronounced, leading to stricter grading.

Factors Influencing the Regents Curve

Several variables play a role in determining the earth science regents curve each year. Understanding

these factors helps explain why the curve fluctuates and can guide students in preparing for the exam.

Exam Difficulty

The primary driver of the curve is the overall difficulty of the exam. If the test includes challenging

questions or ambiguous formats, the curve compensates to ensure fairness.



Student Performance Distribution

The distribution of scores across all test-takers also influences the curve. If many students struggle, the
curve may rise to prevent widespread failure. Conversely, strong performance across the board may

tighten the curve.

Question Ambiguity or Error

Occasionally, questions may be ambiguous or contain errors. In such cases, the curve may be adjusted to

correct for these anomalies and maintain the integrity of the exam.

Strategies for Success on the Curved Exam

Knowing how the earth science regents curve works can help students develop effective test-taking

strategies. While the curve offers some flexibility, aiming for a strong raw score remains the best approach.

Focus on Core Concepts

Review the official earth science syllabus and focus on high-frequency topics.

Practice with previous Regents exams to understand question formats.

Utilize review books and online resources for targeted studying.

Collaborate in study groups to reinforce key concepts.

Time Management During the Exam

Allocate time wisely across sections, prioritizing questions you are confident in. Mark uncertain questions
and return to them if time permits. Effective time management reduces errors and maximizes your raw

score, which translates into a higher scaled score after the curve.



Utilize Practice Exams

Practice exams are invaluable for familiarizing yourself with both the content and the structure of the
Regents. Reviewing answer keys and conversion charts helps set realistic score expectations and identify

areas needing improvement.

Common Misconceptions About the Curve

Misunderstandings about the earth science regents curve can lead to confusion and anxiety. Clarifying these

misconceptions ensures students and parents have accurate expectations.

The Curve Guarantees Passing

A common myth is that the curve will always ensure students pass. In reality, the curve adjusts for

difficulty, but students still need to achieve a minimum raw score to benefit from scaling.

Every Exam Has the Same Curve

Some believe that the curve is constant year to year. In fact, it is recalculated each year based on the specific

exam and student performance data.

The Curve is Unpredictable

While the exact curve is not known before the exam, past trends and released conversion charts provide

useful benchmarks for planning and preparation.

Frequently Asked Questions

The earth science regents curve is a subject of frequent inquiry among students, teachers, and parents.

Here are some of the most common questions and answers to clarify key aspects.



Q What is the earth science regents curve?

A: The earth science regents curve is a statistical adjustment applied to raw exam scores to account for test

difficulty and maintain fairness in grading. It converts raw scores into scaled scores used for final grading.

Q How is the curve determined each year?

A: The curve is set based on the overall difficulty of the exam and the performance distribution of all test-

takers. The New York State Education Department analyzes results to create the annual conversion chart.

Q: Does the curve make passing easier?

A: The curve can make passing easier in years when the exam is more difficult, but students must still

achieve a minimum raw score to benefit from the adjustment.

Q Can I predict the curve before taking the exam?

A: While you cannot know the exact curve in advance, reviewing past conversion charts and historical

trends provides a reasonable expectation for how scores may be adjusted.

Q: Is the curve the same for all Regents subjects?

A: No, each Regents subject has its own curve based on the unique content and difficulty of that year's

exam.

Q What raw score do I need to pass the Earth Science Regents?

A: The required raw score to pass varies yearly, but typically a scaled score of 65 is needed, which is

achieved through the curve applied to your raw score.

Q How can I maximize my score with the curve in mind?

A: Aim for the highest raw score possible, utilize practice exams, and review core topics. Understanding

the curve helps set realistic goals, but solid preparation remains key.

Q Why do some years have a more generous curve?

A: Years with more challenging exams or lower overall student performance tend to have a more

generous curve to maintain fairness and consistency in grading.



Q: Where can I find official conversion charts?

A: Official conversion charts for each exam year are released by the New York State Education Department

and are used by educators to interpret scores.

Q: Does the curve affect college admissions?

A: The curve affects the scaled score reported for the Regents exam, which can appear on transcripts.

Colleges review overall academic performance, including Regents scores, as part of their admissions process.
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Decoding the Earth Science Regents Curve: Your Guide
to Success

Are you a New York State high school student facing the daunting Earth Science Regents exam?
Feeling overwhelmed by the sheer volume of material and unsure about what to expect on test day?
Understanding the Earth Science Regents curve is crucial to achieving your desired score. This
comprehensive guide dives deep into the intricacies of the scoring system, providing practical
strategies and insights to help you navigate the exam with confidence and maximize your chances of
success. We'll explore past performance data, common misconceptions, and effective study
techniques to conquer the Earth Science Regents.

Understanding the Earth Science Regents Scoring

The Earth Science Regents exam, like other Regents exams, doesn't use a simple percentage-based
grading system. Instead, it utilizes a scaled score, which means your raw score (number of correct
answers) is converted into a scaled score based on a pre-determined curve. This curve adjusts for
variations in test difficulty from year to year. This means a raw score of, say, 70% might equate to a
different scaled score depending on the overall performance of all students taking the exam that
year.
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#### The Role of the Curve: Why It Matters

The curve is designed to ensure fairness and consistency in grading across different administrations
of the exam. A harder exam might have a more generous curve, while an easier exam might have a
stricter one. This keeps the overall passing rate relatively stable. However, this also means focusing
solely on a target percentage correct isn't sufficient; you need to understand how your raw score
translates to a scaled score.

###4# Accessing Past Performance Data (Limitations)

While the exact curve isn't publicly released, analyzing past data from released Regents exams can
provide valuable insight. You can find some aggregate data online, showing the general range of raw
scores needed for specific scaled scores (e.g., passing, 65, 85, etc.). However, it’s crucial to
remember that these are only indicators, and the curve can fluctuate slightly each year. Don't rely
on them as absolute predictions.

Strategies for Success Beyond the Curve

Focusing solely on the curve is a misguided approach. Instead, concentrate on mastering the
material itself. A strong understanding of the subject matter will significantly improve your raw
score, giving you a larger margin for error even if the curve is slightly less generous than
anticipated.

#### Mastering Key Concepts: A Targeted Approach

Instead of trying to memorize every single detail, focus on understanding the core concepts. The
Earth Science Regents exam tests your comprehension, not just your ability to recall facts. Prioritize
these areas:

Plate Tectonics: Seafloor spreading, continental drift, types of plate boundaries, volcanic and seismic
activity.

Weathering and Erosion: Different types of weathering, erosional agents, landforms created by
erosion.

Rock Cycle: The formation and transformation of igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks.
Astronomy: Celestial bodies, planetary motion, the solar system, stars and galaxies.

Water Cycle: Processes involved in the water cycle, its impact on Earth's systems.

#### Effective Study Techniques

Practice Exams: Work through as many past Regents exams as you can. This is the best way to
familiarize yourself with the format, question types, and pacing of the exam.

Active Recall: Instead of passively rereading your notes, actively test yourself. Use flashcards,
practice questions, and teach the material to someone else.

Identify Weak Areas: Pay close attention to the areas where you struggle and focus your study
efforts there. Don't waste time on topics you already understand well.

Seek Help: Don't hesitate to ask your teacher, classmates, or tutors for help if you're struggling with
specific concepts.



Misconceptions about the Earth Science Regents Curve

Several misconceptions surrounding the curve can hinder your preparation. It’s essential to clarify
these:

Myth 1: The curve is always the same: The curve adjusts each year based on the overall student
performance.

Myth 2: A high percentage guarantees a high scaled score: The scaled score depends on both your
raw score and the curve for that particular exam.

Myth 3: You can predict the exact curve: While you can analyze past data, you cannot predict the
precise curve for your exam.

Conclusion

Understanding the Earth Science Regents curve is important, but it shouldn't be the focus of your
preparation. Mastering the fundamental concepts, employing effective study techniques, and
practicing with past exams are far more critical to success. By focusing on comprehensive
understanding and consistent effort, you can significantly improve your chances of achieving your
desired score. Remember, a strong foundation in the subject matter is your greatest asset.

FAQs

1. Where can I find past Earth Science Regents exams? You can often find past exams and answer
keys on the New York State Education Department website.

2. Is there a specific passing score for the Earth Science Regents? The passing score is a scaled
score, not a percentage, and can vary slightly from year to year. Consult your teacher or the NYSED
website for the most up-to-date information.

3. What if I don't understand a specific concept? Don't hesitate to seek help from your teacher,
classmates, or online resources. There are many excellent Earth Science resources available.

4. How much time should I dedicate to studying? The amount of time needed depends on your
individual learning style and prior knowledge. A consistent and focused study plan is key.

5. What resources are available beyond the textbook? Explore online videos, interactive simulations,
and educational websites focusing on Earth Science concepts to supplement your textbook. Khan
Academy and similar sites are excellent starting points.

earth science regents curve: Let's Review Regents: Earth Science--Physical Setting
Revised Edition Edward ]. Denecke, 2021-01-05 Barron's Let's Review Regents: Earth



Science--Physical Setting gives students the step-by-step review and practice they need to prepare
for the Regents exam. This updated edition is an ideal companion to high school textbooks and
covers all Physical Setting/Earth Science topics prescribed by the New York State Board of Regents.
This book features: Comprehensive topic review covering fundamentals such as astronomy, geology,
and meteorology Reference Tables for Physical Setting/Earth Science More than 1,100 practice
questions with answers covering all exam topics drawn from recent Regents exams One recent
full-length Regents exam with answers Looking for additional practice and review? Check out
Barron’s Regents Earth Science--Physical Setting Power Pack two-volume set, which includes
Regents Exams and Answers: Earth Science--Physical Setting in addition to Let’s Review Regents:
Earth Science--Physical Setting.

earth science regents curve: Regents Exams and Answers: Earth Science--Physical Setting
2020 Edward ]J. Denecke, 2020-01-07 Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for Regents
Exams and Answers: Earth Science--Physical Setting, ISBN 9781506264653, on sale January 05,
2021. Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the
publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entitles included with the product.

earth science regents curve: Regents Earth Science--Physical Setting Power Pack
Revised Edition Edward ]. Denecke, 2021-01-05 Barron’s two-book Regents Earth Science--Physical
Setting Power Pack provides comprehensive review, actual administered exams, and practice
questions to help students prepare for the Physical Setting/Earth Science Regents exam. This edition
includes: Three actual Regents exams online Regents Exams and Answers: Earth Science Five
actual, administered Regents exams so students have the practice they need to prepare for the test
Review questions grouped by topic, to help refresh skills learned in class Thorough explanations for
all answers Score analysis charts to help identify strengths and weaknesses Study tips and
test-taking strategies Let's Review Regents: Earth Science Extensive review of all topics on the test
Extra practice questions with answers One actual Regents exam

earth science regents curve: Regents Exams and Answers: Earth Science--Physical Setting
Revised Edition Edward ]J. Denecke, 2021-01-05 Barron’s Regents Exams and Answers: Earth
Science provides essential review for students taking the Earth Science Regents, including actual
exams administered for the course, thorough answer explanations, and comprehensive review of all
topics. This edition features: Five actual, administered Regents exams so students have the practice
they need to prepare for the test Review questions grouped by topic, to help refresh skills learned in
class Thorough explanations for all answers Score analysis charts to help identify strengths and
weaknesses Study tips and test-taking strategies Looking for additional practice and review? Check
out Barron’s Earth Science Power Pack two-volume set, which includes Let’s Review Regents: Earth
Science in addition to the Regents Exams and Answers: Earth Science book.

earth science regents curve: CliffsTestPrep Regents Earth Science: The Physical Setting
Workbook American BookWorks Corporation, 2008-06-02 Designed with New York State high school
students in mind. CliffsTestPrep is the only hands-on workbook that lets you study, review, and
answer practice Regents exam questions on the topics you're learning as you go. Then, you can use
it again as a refresher to prepare for the Regents exam by taking a full-length practicetest. Concise
answer explanations immediately follow each question--so everything you need is right there at your
fingertips. You'll get comfortable with the structure of the actual exam while also pinpointing areas
where you need further review. About the contents: Inside this workbook, you'll find sequential,
topic-specific test questions with fully explained answers for each of the following sections: *
Observation and Measurement * The Dynamic Crust * Minerals and Rocks * Geologic History *
Surface Processes and Landscapes * Meteorology * The Water Cycle and Climates * Astronomy *
Measuring the Earth A full-length practice test at the end of the book is made up of questions culled
from multiple past Regents exams. Use it to identify your weaknesses, and then go back to those
sections for more study. It's that easy! The only review-as-you-go workbook for the New York State
Regents exam
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Flashcards Regents Exambusters, 2016-06-01 NY Regents GEOLOGY, EARTH, AND SPACE
SCIENCES Study Guide 600 questions and answers. Essential definitions and concepts. Topics:
Calculations, Earth's Origin, Save Our Planet, Minerals, Rocks, Weathering, Groundwater, Running
Water, Glaciers, The Changing Crust, The Oceans, Maps, The Atmosphere, Wind, Weather Patterns,
Introduction to Astronomy ================== ADDITIONAL WORKBOOKS: NY Regents
INTEGRATED ALGEBRA Study Guide 450 questions and answers. Essential definitions, formulas,
concepts, and sample problems. Topics: Sets, Variables, Exponents, Properties of Numbers, Like
Terms, Simple Equations, Property of Equality, Signed Numbers, Monomials, Polynomials, Advanced
Equations, Verbal Problems, Factoring Polynomials, Algebraic Fractions, Equations with Several
Variables, Advanced Verbal Problems, Evaluating Formulas, Simultaneous Equations, Ratio and
Proportion, Variation, Quadratic Equations and Radicals, Coordinate Geometry NY
Regents UNITED STATES HISTORY Study Guide 700 questions and answers (ILLUSTRATED).
Essential names, dates, and summaries of key historical events. Topics: Discovery, Colonial,
Revolutionary, Early National, Age of Expansion, Civil War Era, Reconstruction, Industrial Era,
Progressive Era, World War I, The Twenties, The Depression, World War II, Cold War Era, Cold War
- 1950s, Cold War - 1960s, Cold War - 1970s, Cold War - 1980s, New World Order
================== Exambusters NY Regents Prep Workbooks provide comprehensive NY
Regents review--one fact at a time--to prepare students to take practice NY Regents tests. Each NY
Regents study guide focuses on fundamental concepts and definitions--a basic overview to begin
studying for the NY Regents exam. Up to 600 questions and answers, each volume in the NY Regents
series is a quick and easy, focused read. Reviewing NY Regents flash cards is the first step toward
more confident NY Regents preparation and ultimately, higher NY Regents exam scores!

earth science regents curve: Roadmap to the Regents James Flynn, 2003 If Students Need
to Know It, It’s in This Book This book develops the Earth science skills of high school students. It
builds skills that will help them succeed in school and on the New York Regents Exams. Why The
Princeton Review? We have more than twenty years of experience helping students master the skills
needed to excel on standardized tests. Each year we help more than 2 million students score higher
and earn better grades. We Know the New York Regents Exams Our experts at The Princeton
Review have analyzed the New York Regents Exams, and this book provides the most up-to-date,
thoroughly researched practice possible. We break down the test into individual skills to familiarize
students with the test’s structure, while increasing their overall skill level. We Get Results We know
what it takes to succeed in the classroom and on tests. This book includes strategies that are proven
to improve student performance. We provide -content groupings of questions based on New York
standards and objectives -detailed lessons, complete with skill-specific activities -three complete
practice New York Regents Exams in Physical Setting/Earth Science
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earth science regents curve: Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian
Institution Smithsonian Institution. Board of Regents, 1890 Vols. for 1847-1963/64 include the
Institution's Report of the Secretary.

earth science regents curve: Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian
Institution Smithsonian Institution, Smithsonian Institution. Board of Regents, 1872

earth science regents curve: The Empire State Geogram , 1967

earth science regents curve: Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian
Institution , 1890

earth science regents curve: A Dictionary of Mechanical Science, Arts, Manufactures, and
Miscellaneous Knowledge ... Illustrated with ... Engravings [and Maps.] Alexander Jamieson (A.M.,
LL.D.), 1827

earth science regents curve: North African Cretaceous Carbonate Platform Systems Eulalia
Gili, Mohamed El Hédi Negra, Peter W. Skelton, 2003-11-30 This volume arises from the NATO
Advanced Research Workshop (ARW) on 'North African Cretaceous rudist and coral formations and
their contributions to carbonate platform development , which was held in Tunisia, on 13-18 May,




2002. It was convened by M. El Hedi Negra (Universite 7 Novembre de Carthage, now Universite de
Tunis El Manar, Tunisia) and Eulalia Gili (Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain). The aims of
the ARW were: (1) to review and critically assess currently available data on rudist/coral formations
in North African Cretaceous carbonate platforms, and their correlations, and to integrate these data
with other studies around the Mediterranean; (2) to place the findings in a global context, noting
both similarities with other regions of platform development as well as local differences, and (3)
exploring possible reasons for these; and to help promote the creation of a vibrant
peri-Mediterranean collaborative research community, embracing researchers from the entire
region, to carry forward this ambitious research programme. Twenty-two presentations (oral and
poster) provided both topical reviews (covering rudist evolution, and ecology, mineralogical changes,
applications of strontium isotope, and graphic correlation methods, and platform typology) as well as
regional syntheses (Tunisian reservoirs, Moroccan platform history, Tunisian platforms and
rudist/coral facies, Algerian platforms, and Egyptian platforms). Fifteen of these presentations are
expanded here as papers. The workshop was attended by 24 academic staff, 4 geologists from the oil
industry, plus several observers and students.

earth science regents curve: Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian
Institution Smithsonian Institution. Board of Regents, 1903

earth science regents curve: A Dictionary of Mechanical Science, Arts, Manufactures,
and Miscellaneous Knowledge Alexander Jamieson, 1829

earth science regents curve: Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian
Institution Smithsonian Institution, 1935

earth science regents curve: Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian
Institution Showing the Operations, Expenditures, and Condition of the Institution to July, 1896
Smithsonian Institution. Board of Regents, 1898

earth science regents curve: Earth Science Jeffrey C. Callister, 2006

earth science regents curve: A Dictionary of Mechanical Science, Arts, Manufactures, and
Miscellaneous Knowledge Comprising the Pure Sciences of Mathematics, Geometry, Arithmetic,
Algebra, &c., the Mixed Sciences of Mechanics, Hydrostatics, Pneumatics, Optics, and Astronomy,
Experimental Philosophy ... by Alexander Jamieson , 1837

earth science regents curve: Earth Science: the Physical Setting Paola Santagostino,
Prentice Hall (School Division), 2005 Focusing on the Earth Science content tested on the Regents
Examination, this thorough review guide contains extensive vocabulary, review questions, and
Memory Jogger and Digging Deeper features. Hundreds of practice questions organized in the
Regents Examination format help students familiarize themselves with look and feel of the actual
exam.

earth science regents curve: Annual Report of the Board of Regents; Showing the Operations,
Expenditures and Condition of the Institution Smithsonian Institution, 1886

earth science regents curve: Annual Report of the Regents of the University, to the
Legislature of the State of New-York University of the State of New York, University of the State of
New York. Board of Regents, 1881

earth science regents curve: Annual Report of the Regents , 1881

earth science regents curve: Annual Report of the Regents University of the State of New
York, 1881 No. 104-117 contain also the Regents bulletins.

earth science regents curve: Report of the Board of Regents Smithsonian Institution. Board of
Regents, 1940 Reports for 1884-1886/87 issued in 2 pts., pt. 2 being the Report of the National
Museum.

earth science regents curve: Proceedings of the Regents Smithsonian Institution, 1891

earth science regents curve: Annual Report of the Board of Regents Smithsonian
Institution, 1884

earth science regents curve: Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian
Institution, Showing the Operations, Expenditures, and Condition of the Institution to July,




1890, 1891

earth science regents curve: Report of the Secretary and the Financial Report of the
Executive Committee of the Board of Regents Smithsonian Institution, 1898

earth science regents curve: Alternative Long-range Energy Strategies United States.
Congress. Senate. Select Committee on Small Business, 1977

earth science regents curve: Advances in Computer, Information, and Systems Sciences, and
Engineering Khaled Elleithy, 2006-08-15 The conference proceedings of: International Conference
on Industrial Electronics, Technology & Automation (IETA 05) International Conference on
Telecommunications and Networking (TeNe 05) International Conference on Engineering Education,
Instructional Technology, Assessment, and E-learning (EIAE 05) include a set of rigorously reviewed
world-class manuscripts addressing and detailing state-of-the-art research projects in the areas of:
Industrial Electronics, Technology and Automation, Telecommunications, Networking, Engineering
Education, Instructional Technology and e-Learning. The three conferences, (IETA 05, TENE 05 and
EIAE 05) were part of the International Joint Conference on Computer, Information, and System
Sciences, and Engineering (CISSE 2005). CISSE 2005, the World's first Engineering/Computing and
Systems Research E-Conference was the first high-caliber Research Conference in the world to be
completely conducted online in real-time via the internet. CISSE received 255 research paper
submissions and the final program included 140 accepted papers, from more than 45 countries. The
whole concept and format of CISSE 2005 was very exciting and ground-breaking. The powerpoint
presentations, final paper manuscripts and time schedule for live presentations over the web had
been available for 3 weeks prior to the start of the conference for all registrants, so they could pick
and choose the presentations they want to attend and think about questions that they might want to
ask. The live audio presentations were also recorded and are part of the permanent CISSE archive,
which includes all power point presentations, papers and recorded presentations. All aspects of the
conference were managed on-line; not only the reviewing, submissions and registration processes;
but also the actual conference. Conference participants - authors, presenters and attendees - only
needed an internet connection and sound available on their computers in order to be able to
contribute and participate in this international ground-breaking conference. The on-line structure of
this high-quality event allowed academic professionals and industry participants to contribute work
and attend world-class technical presentations based on rigorously refereed submissions, live,
without the need for investing significant travel funds or time out of the office. Suffice to say that
CISSE received submissions from more than 50 countries, for whose researchers, this opportunity
presented a much more affordable, dynamic and well-planned event to attend and submit their work
to, versus a classic, on-the-ground conference. The CISSE conference audio room provided superb
audio even over low speed internet connections, the ability to display PowerPoint presentations, and
cross-platform compatibility (the conferencing software runs on Windows, Mac, and any other
operating system that supports Java). In addition, the conferencing system allowed for an unlimited
number of participants, which in turn granted CISSE the opportunity to allow all participants to
attend all presentations, as opposed to limiting the number of available seats for each session. The
implemented conferencing technology, starting with the submission & review system and ending
with the online conferencing capability, allowed CISSE to conduct a very high quality, fulfilling event
for all participants. See: www.cissee2005.org, sections: IETA, TENE, EIAE
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earth science regents curve: Dendroclimatology Malcolm K. Hughes, Thomas W. Swetnam,
Henry F. Diaz, 2010-10-28 A top priority in climate research is obtaining broad-extent and long-term
data to support analyses of historical patterns and trends, and for model development and
evaluation. Along with directly measured climate data from the present and recent past, it is
important to obtain estimates of long past climate variations spanning multiple centuries and
millennia. These longer time perspectives are needed for assessing the unusualness of recent
climate changes, as well as for providing insight on the range, variation and overall dynamics of the
climate system over time spans exceeding available records from instruments, such as rain gauges



and thermometers. Tree rings have become increasingly valuable in providing this long-term
information because extensive data networks have been developed in temperate and boreal zones of
the Earth, and quantitative methods for analyzing these data have advanced. Tree rings are among
the most useful paleoclimate information sources available because they provide a high degree of
chronological accuracy, high replication, and extensive spatial coverage spanning recent centuries.
With the expansion and extension of tree-ring data and analytical capacity new climatic insights
from tree rings are being used in a variety of applications, including for interpretation of past
changes in ecosystems and human societies. This volume presents an overview of the current state
of dendroclimatology, its contributions over the last 30 years, and its future potential. The material
included is useful not only to those who generate tree-ring records of past
climate-dendroclimatologists, but also to users of their results-climatologists, hydrologists,
ecologists and archeologists. “‘With the pressing climatic questions of the 21st century demanding a
deeper understanding of the climate system and our impact upon it, this thoughtful volume comes at
critical moment. It will be of fundamental importance in not only guiding researchers, but in
educating scientists and the interested lay person on the both incredible power and potential pitfalls
of reconstructing climate using tree-ring analysis.’, Glen M. MacDonald, UCLA Institute of the
Environment, CA, USA ‘This is an up-to-date treatment of all branches of tree-ring science, by the
world’s experts in the field, reminding us that tree rings are the most important source of proxy data
on climate change. Should be read by all budding dendrochronology scientists.’, Alan Robock,
Rutgers University, NJ, USA
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