cold war ap world history definition

cold war ap world history definition is a crucial concept for students and educators seeking a
comprehensive understanding of 20th-century global dynamics. In AP World History, the Cold War
refers to the period of political, ideological, and military tension primarily between the United States
and the Soviet Union from the end of World War II to the early 1990s. This article explores the Cold
War’s AP World History definition, its origins, major events, global impact, and its lasting influence
on international relations. You will learn why the Cold War is an essential topic in AP World History,
how it shaped nations worldwide, and what key terms and concepts are vital for exam success.
Whether you are preparing for the AP exam or simply interested in world history, this guide will
provide clear, concise, and SEO-optimized information on the Cold War.
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What is the Cold War in AP World History?

The Cold War in AP World History is defined as a prolonged period of geopolitical tension between
the two superpowers of the 20th century: the United States and the Soviet Union. Unlike traditional
wars, the Cold War was characterized by ideological conflict, arms races, proxy wars, and political
rivalry rather than direct military confrontation between the main adversaries. In the AP World
History curriculum, the Cold War is a key topic that illustrates the division of the world into
competing blocs, the rise of nuclear weapons, and the influence of ideological systems—capitalism
and communism—on global events. Understanding the AP World History definition of the Cold War
is essential for grasping the complexities of modern international relations and the causes and
consequences of global conflicts in the contemporary era.

Origins of the Cold War



Background and Causes

The origins of the Cold War can be traced to the aftermath of World War II. As the Axis Powers were
defeated, the United States and the Soviet Union emerged as the dominant global powers. However,
their alliance was based on convenience rather than shared values. The United States championed
democratic governance and capitalism, while the Soviet Union promoted communism and state
control. This ideological clash, combined with mutual suspicions and competition for influence, set
the stage for the Cold War. Events such as the Yalta and Potsdam conferences revealed deep
divisions over the future of Europe and the world.

Key Factors Leading to Tensions

e Disagreements over postwar territorial boundaries, especially in Eastern Europe

e Expansion of Soviet influence in Eastern Europe, leading to the creation of communist satellite
states

e U.S. efforts to contain communism through policies like the Truman Doctrine and Marshall
Plan

e Development and testing of nuclear weapons by both superpowers

e Mutual distrust, espionage, and propaganda campaigns

Major Events and Turning Points

Early Cold War Events

Several major events early in the Cold War intensified the rivalry between the United States and the
Soviet Union. The Berlin Blockade (1948-1949) was one of the first major crises, as the Soviet Union
attempted to cut off access to West Berlin. The formation of military alliances such as NATO (North
Atlantic Treaty Organization) and the Warsaw Pact further solidified the division of Europe. The
Korean War (1950-1953) was a significant proxy conflict that exemplified the global reach of Cold
War tensions.

Cuban Missile Crisis and Vietnam War

The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 brought the world to the brink of nuclear war when the Soviet
Union attempted to place nuclear missiles in Cuba, just 90 miles from the U.S. mainland. The crisis
was ultimately resolved through diplomatic negotiations. The Vietnam War (1955-1975) became
another major battleground, as the United States sought to prevent the spread of communism in



Southeast Asia. These events illustrated the global scale and high stakes of the Cold War.

Late Cold War Developments

By the late 1970s and 1980s, the Cold War entered a phase known as détente, marked by efforts to
ease tensions through arms control agreements such as SALT (Strategic Arms Limitation Talks).
However, renewed hostilities surfaced in the 1980s with conflicts in Afghanistan and the rise of U.S.
President Ronald Reagan’s aggressive stance against the “Evil Empire.” The Cold War ultimately
ended with the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, leading to the dissolution of communist regimes
across Eastern Europe and the end of the bipolar world order.

Key Terms and Definitions in the Cold War

Essential Vocabulary for AP World History

A strong understanding of Cold War terminology is vital for AP World History students. These terms
frequently appear in exam questions and essays, and mastering them will enhance your ability to
analyze Cold War events and their significance.

e Containment: The U.S. policy aimed at preventing the spread of communism beyond its
existing borders.

e Iron Curtain: A term coined by Winston Churchill to describe the division between Western
democracies and Eastern communist countries in Europe.

e Proxy War: Conflicts where the superpowers supported opposing sides without direct
confrontation, such as in Korea, Vietnam, and Afghanistan.

e Arms Race: The competition between the U.S. and the Soviet Union to build more powerful
and numerous nuclear weapons.

e Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD): The doctrine that both sides would be destroyed in a
nuclear war, deterring either from launching a first strike.

« Détente: The easing of tensions and improved relations between the superpowers, especially
during the 1970s.

e Non-Aligned Movement: A group of states that sought to remain independent from both U.S.
and Soviet influence during the Cold War.



Impact of the Cold War on the World

Global Political and Economic Consequences

The Cold War had far-reaching effects on every continent. In Europe, the continent was divided into
Western and Eastern blocs, separated by the Iron Curtain and the Berlin Wall. In Asia, Africa, and
Latin America, the superpowers competed for influence by supporting different governments,
revolutionaries, or dictatorships. The arms race led to the proliferation of nuclear weapons and the
rise of military-industrial complexes. Economically, the Marshall Plan helped rebuild Western
Europe, while the Soviet Union imposed centralized planning in its sphere. Social and cultural
influences were also significant, as propaganda and ideological campaigns shaped public opinion
and national identities worldwide.

Legacy of the Cold War

The Cold War’s legacy continues to influence global politics today. Many current international
organizations, alliances, and conflicts have roots in this period. The division of Korea, ongoing
tensions between NATO and Russia, and the spread of nuclear technology are direct consequences
of Cold War dynamics. Understanding these impacts is essential for AP World History students
analyzing the modern world.

How the Cold War is Tested in AP World History

Types of Exam Questions

The AP World History exam often includes multiple-choice, short-answer, and essay questions on the
Cold War. Students may be asked to compare the Cold War to other periods of conflict, analyze
causes and effects, or explain the significance of key events and policies. It is important to connect
the Cold War to broader themes such as decolonization, globalization, and technological change.

Tips for Success on the AP Exam

Familiarize yourself with key terms, leaders, and events of the Cold War era.

Understand the global scope of the conflict, including its impact on non-European regions.

Practice analyzing primary sources, such as speeches, treaties, and propaganda posters.

Make connections between the Cold War and major AP World History themes and periods.

e Prepare to write essays that compare and contrast the Cold War with similar or different
historical contexts.



Conclusion

The cold war ap world history definition represents more than just a rivalry between two
superpowers; it encapsulates a critical era in world history marked by ideological conflict,
technological competition, and profound global change. Mastering the Cold War’s origins, major
events, key terms, and worldwide impact is essential for success on the AP World History exam and
for understanding the forces that have shaped our modern world. This guide provides a foundational
overview of the Cold War tailored for AP World History students and educators, ensuring a thorough
and SEO-optimized resource for academic achievement.

Q: What is the Cold War in AP World History?

A: In AP World History, the Cold War is defined as a period of intense political, ideological, and
military rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union from the end of World War II until
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, characterized by indirect conflicts, nuclear arms race, and
global competition for influence.

Q: What were the main causes of the Cold War?

A: The main causes of the Cold War include ideological differences between capitalism and
communism, mutual distrust, disputes over postwar boundaries in Europe, the development of
nuclear weapons, and efforts by both the United States and the Soviet Union to expand their global
influence.

Q: What are some key events of the Cold War covered in AP
World History?

A: Key Cold War events include the Berlin Blockade, formation of NATO and the Warsaw Pact, the
Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Vietnam War, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, and the
fall of the Berlin Wall.

Q: How did the Cold War impact countries outside the US and
USSR?

A: The Cold War significantly affected countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America through proxy
wars, economic aid programs, interventions, and the Non-Aligned Movement, shaping political
systems and development paths across the globe.

Q: What does the term “proxy war” mean in the context of the



Cold War?

A: A proxy war refers to conflicts where the United States and the Soviet Union supported opposing
sides, often providing military, economic, or logistical support, without directly fighting each other,
such as in Korea, Vietnam, and Afghanistan.

Q: Why is understanding the Cold War important for AP World
History students?

A: Understanding the Cold War is vital because it shaped modern international relations, influenced
decolonization, technological progress, and global alliances, and is a recurring theme in AP World
History exams.

Q: What is the significance of the “Iron Curtain” in Cold War
history?

A: The “Iron Curtain” symbolizes the division of Europe into Western democracies and Eastern
communist states, marking the ideological and physical separation enforced by the Soviet Union
from the late 1940s until the end of the Cold War.

Q: How did the Cold War end?

A: The Cold War ended with the decline and eventual collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the fall of
communist governments in Eastern Europe, and the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, leading to a
unipolar world dominated by the United States.

Q: What role did nuclear weapons play in the Cold War?

A: Nuclear weapons played a central role by creating a balance of terror, known as Mutually
Assured Destruction (MAD), which deterred direct conflict between the superpowers but fueled an
intense arms race.

Q: How can students best prepare for Cold War questions on
the AP World History exam?

A: Students should focus on understanding key events, leaders, and terms, be able to analyze
primary sources, draw connections to broader historical themes, and practice writing comparative
essays involving the Cold War era.
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Cold War AP World History Definition: Understanding
the Global Power Struggle

The Cold War. A term that evokes images of nuclear anxieties, proxy wars, and the ever-present
shadow of annihilation. But for students navigating the complexities of AP World History, the Cold
War represents far more than just a historical period; it's a pivotal turning point shaping the
geopolitical landscape we inhabit today. This comprehensive guide delves into the precise definition
of the Cold War within the context of AP World History, exploring its causes, key characteristics, and
lasting global impact. We'll unravel the intricacies of this era, providing you with the knowledge you
need to ace your exams and gain a deeper understanding of this critical period.

What is the Cold War? An AP World History Definition

The Cold War, for AP World History purposes, is defined as the geopolitical tension between the
United States and the Soviet Union, and their respective allies, from approximately 1947 to 1991.
Unlike a "hot" war involving direct military conflict between the two superpowers, the Cold War was
characterized by an intense ideological struggle, proxy conflicts, an arms race, and the constant
threat of nuclear war. This period significantly reshaped global political alliances, fueled
decolonization processes, and left an enduring legacy on international relations. It’s crucial to
understand it wasn't simply a conflict between two nations, but a complex global struggle involving
numerous countries drawn into spheres of influence.

Understanding the Ideological Divide: Capitalism vs.
Communism

The core of the Cold War stemmed from fundamentally opposing ideologies: capitalism and
communism. The United States championed democratic capitalism, emphasizing individual liberty,
free markets, and limited government intervention. The Soviet Union, on the other hand, promoted
communism, a system advocating for a classless society, collective ownership of the means of
production, and a centrally planned economy. This ideological clash became the battleground for
global influence, with each superpower attempting to spread its system through various means, both
overt and covert.

#### The Rise of Superpowers After World War II:
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The end of World War II left the US and USSR as the two dominant global powers. The collapse of
the Axis powers created a power vacuum, and both nations sought to fill it, often clashing over
spheres of influence in Eastern Europe and elsewhere. The differing political and economic systems,
coupled with mutual distrust and ideological incompatibility, fueled the escalating tension.

Key Characteristics of the Cold War in AP World History

Several key characteristics define the Cold War period for AP World History students:
#### The Arms Race:

A relentless competition to develop and amass more powerful weapons, particularly nuclear
weapons, dominated the Cold War. The fear of nuclear annihilation was a constant presence,
shaping foreign policy and international relations. The development of increasingly sophisticated
weapons systems fueled a dangerous cycle of escalation.

#### Proxy Wars:

Instead of direct confrontation, the superpowers often engaged in proxy wars, supporting opposing
sides in regional conflicts around the globe. Examples include the Korean War, the Vietnam War,
and various conflicts in Africa and Latin America. These proxy wars served as battlegrounds for the
ideological struggle and often resulted in devastating human cost.

#### The Space Race:

The competition extended beyond military might; the Space Race symbolized the ideological contest
in a new arena. Both the US and USSR poured significant resources into space exploration, vying for
technological supremacy and prestige.

#### The Formation of Alliances:

The Cold War witnessed the formation of two major military alliances: NATO (North Atlantic Treaty
Organization) led by the US, and the Warsaw Pact led by the Soviet Union. These alliances solidified
the division of the world into two opposing blocs, increasing the risk of global conflict.

###+# Espionage and Propaganda:

Intense espionage activities and sophisticated propaganda campaigns characterized the Cold War.

Both sides engaged in covert operations to undermine each other, while propaganda played a critical
role in shaping public opinion and garnering support for their respective ideologies.

The End of the Cold War and its Lasting Legacy

The Cold War's conclusion in 1991, marked by the collapse of the Soviet Union, was a momentous



event with far-reaching consequences. However, the legacy of this period continues to shape global
politics today. The collapse of communism in Eastern Europe led to significant geopolitical shifts, the
rise of new nation-states, and ongoing debates about the role of global institutions. The threat of
nuclear war, while diminished, remains a concern, highlighting the lasting impact of this era.

Conclusion

Understanding the Cold War is essential for comprehending the modern world. This period
fundamentally reshaped the global political landscape, leaving an enduring legacy that continues to
influence international relations today. By grasping its core definition, key characteristics, and
lasting implications, AP World History students can gain a crucial understanding of this pivotal
moment in history.

FAQs

1. What were the main causes of the Cold War? The main causes were ideological differences
(capitalism vs. communism), the power vacuum left by World War II, mutual distrust and suspicion
between the superpowers, and differing views on post-war reconstruction in Europe.

2. How did the Cold War affect decolonization? The Cold War intensified decolonization processes as
both superpowers competed for influence in newly independent nations, often supporting different
factions within those nations.

3. What was the significance of the Berlin Wall? The Berlin Wall symbolized the division of Germany
and, more broadly, the ideological and physical division of Europe during the Cold War. Its fall in
1989 marked a significant turning point towards the end of the Cold War.

4. What role did nuclear weapons play in the Cold War? Nuclear weapons were a constant threat,
driving the arms race and shaping foreign policy decisions. The fear of mutually assured destruction
(MAD) prevented direct conflict but created a state of perpetual tension.

5. How did the Cold War end? The Cold War ended primarily due to the internal weaknesses of the
Soviet Union, economic stagnation, and the increasing pressure for reform from within the Soviet
bloc. Gorbachev's policies of perestroika and glasnost further contributed to the eventual collapse of
the Soviet Union in 1991.

cold war ap world history definition: AP WORLD HISTORY NARAYAN CHANGDER,
2022-12-19 THE AP WORLD HISTORY MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A
VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF
VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR
ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO
ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY



ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE AP WORLD HISTORY MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR AP WORLD
HISTORY KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR
PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END
OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND
PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.

cold war ap world history definition: Princeton Review AP Biology Premium Prep 2021 The
Princeton Review, 2020-08 Make sure you're studying with the most up-to-date prep materials! Look
for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP Biology Premium Prep, 2022 (ISBN:
9780525570547, on-sale August 2021). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party
sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to
online tests or materials included with the original product.

cold war ap world history definition: Understanding by Design Grant P. Wiggins, Jay
McTighe, 2005 What is understanding and how does it differ from knowledge? How can we
determine the big ideas worth understanding? Why is understanding an important teaching goal,
and how do we know when students have attained it? How can we create a rigorous and engaging
curriculum that focuses on understanding and leads to improved student performance in today's
high-stakes, standards-based environment? Authors Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe answer these
and many other questions in this second edition of Understanding by Design. Drawing on feedback
from thousands of educators around the world who have used the UbD framework since its
introduction in 1998, the authors have greatly revised and expanded their original work to guide
educators across the K-16 spectrum in the design of curriculum, assessment, and instruction. With
an improved UbD Template at its core, the book explains the rationale of backward design and
explores in greater depth the meaning of such key ideas as essential questions and transfer tasks.
Readers will learn why the familiar coverage- and activity-based approaches to curriculum design
fall short, and how a focus on the six facets of understanding can enrich student learning. With an
expanded array of practical strategies, tools, and examples from all subject areas, the book
demonstrates how the research-based principles of Understanding by Design apply to district
frameworks as well as to individual units of curriculum. Combining provocative ideas, thoughtful
analysis, and tested approaches, this new edition of Understanding by Design offers
teacher-designers a clear path to the creation of curriculum that ensures better learning and a more
stimulating experience for students and teachers alike.

cold war ap world history definition: Cracking the AP World History Exam Monty Armstrong,
David Daniel, Princeton Review (Firm), Abby Kanarek, Alexandra Freer, 2004-02-03 The Princeton
Review realizes that acing the AP World History Exam is very different from getting straight A's in
school. We don't try to teach you everything there is to know about world history-only what you'll
need to score higher on the exam. There's a big difference. In Cracking the AP World History Exam,
we'll teach you how to think like the test makers and -Focus on the key ideas and information by
using the History Review, structured to help you wade through thousands of facts -Nail the essay
questions by learning how to compare and contrast across civilizations and through the centuries
-Learn time-tested Princeton Review techniques for answering multiple- choice questions and acing
essays This book includes 2 full-length practice AP World History tests. All of our practice test
questions are like the ones you'll see on the actual exam, and we fully explain every answer.

cold war ap world history definition: Cracking the AP World History: Modern Exam,
2020 Edition The Princeton Review, 2019-11-26 Make sure you're studying with the most
up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, Princeton Review AP World
History: Modern Prep, 2021 (ISBN: 9780525569718, on-sale August 2020). Publisher's Note:
Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.



cold war ap world history definition: AP Q&A World History Christina Giangrandi,
2020-07-21 Barron’s brand new AP Q&A World History features 600 questions and explanations
covering all AP World History concepts. Practice includes all exam question types so students can
apply the skills they learned in class, and answer explanations help students review and understand
the content. AP Q&A World History doesn’t just explain why an answer is correct—students will
learn the rationale behind why each other answer choice is incorrect, helping them understand the
key concepts and how to apply them on exam day. Practice questions and comprehensive
explanations help students review history from the foundations of civilization circa. 600 B.C.E. to
world cultures of the twenty-first century. AP Q&A World History is specifically created to help
students hone critical thinking skills and practice with all AP-style question types, such as
multiple-choice, numeric response, and short and long free-response questions. Looking for in-depth
content review along with realistic practice tests? Try Barron's AP World History with Online Tests
for even more prep.

cold war ap world history definition: The Global Cold War Odd Arne Westad, 2005-10-24 The
Cold War shaped the world we live in today - its politics, economics, and military affairs. This book
shows how the globalization of the Cold War during the last century created the foundations for
most of the key conflicts we see today, including the War on Terror. It focuses on how the Third
World policies of the two twentieth-century superpowers - the United States and the Soviet Union -
gave rise to resentments and resistance that in the end helped topple one superpower and still
seriously challenge the other. Ranging from China to Indonesia, Iran, Ethiopia, Angola, Cuba, and
Nicaragua, it provides a truly global perspective on the Cold War. And by exploring both the
development of interventionist ideologies and the revolutionary movements that confronted
interventions, the book links the past with the present in ways that no other major work on the Cold
War era has succeeded in doing.

cold war ap world history definition: The World Revolution of Westernization Theodore
Hermann Von Laue, 1987 Von Laue contends that the world's frantic attempt to catch up with the
West militarily, economically, and politically was the cause of many countries falling prey to
totalitarian regimes and military strife.

cold war ap world history definition: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep,
5th Edition The Princeton Review, 2023-11-28 Make sure you're studying with the most up-to-date
prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History:
Modern Premium Prep, 6th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517789, on-sale August 2024). Publisher's Note:
Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.

cold war ap world history definition: Southeast Asia in World History Craig Lockard,
2009-04-24 Here is a brief, well-written, and lively survey of the history of Southeast Asia from
ancient times to the present, paying particular attention to the region's role in world history and the
distinctive societies that arose in lands shaped by green fields and forests, blue rivers and seas.
Craig Lockard shows how for several millennia Southeast Asians, living at the crossroads of Asia,
enjoyed ever expanding connections to both China and India, and later developed maritime trading
networks to the Middle East and Europe. He explores how the people of the region combined local
and imported ideas to form unique cultures, reflected in such striking creations as Malay sailing
craft, Javanese gamelan music, and batik cloth, classical Burmese and Cambodian architecture, and
social structures in which women have often played unusually influential roles. Lockard describes
colonization by Europeans and Americans between 1500 and 1914, tracing how the social, economic,
and political frameworks inherited from the past, combined with active opposition to domination by
foreign powers, enabled Southeast Asians to overcome many challenges and regain their
independence after World War II. The book also relates how Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand,
Indonesia, and Vietnam are now among the fastest growing economies in the world and play a
critical role in today's global marketplace.



cold war ap world history definition: Cracking the AP World History: Modern Exam 2020,
Premium Edition The Princeton Review, 2019-11-26 Make sure you're studying with the most
up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, Princeton Review AP World
History: Modern Premium Prep, 2021 (ISBN: 9780525569701, on-sale August 2020). Publisher's
Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.

cold war ap world history definition: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Premium
Prep, 2021 The Princeton Review, 2020-12-08 Make sure you're studying with the most up-to-date
prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History:
Modern Premium Prep, 2022 (ISBN: 9780525570813, on-sale August 2021). Publisher's Note:
Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.

cold war ap world history definition: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 2023 The Princeton Review, 2022-11-22 Make sure you're studying with the most
up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World
History: Modern Premium Prep, 5th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517338, on-sale August 2023).
Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher
for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the
original product.

cold war ap world history definition: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Premium
Prep, 2022 The Princeton Review, 2021-10-26 Make sure you're studying with the most up-to-date
prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History:
Modern Premium Prep, 2023 (ISBN: 9780593450949, on-sale August 2022). Publisher's Note:
Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.

cold war ap world history definition: The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of
World Order Samuel P. Huntington, 2007-05-31 The classic study of post-Cold War international
relations, more relevant than ever in the post-9/11 world, with a new foreword by Zbigniew
Brzezinski. Since its initial publication, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order
has become a classic work of international relations and one of the most influential books ever
written about foreign affairs. An insightful and powerful analysis of the forces driving global politics,
it is as indispensable to our understanding of American foreign policy today as the day it was
published. As former National Security Adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski says in his new foreword to the
book, it “has earned a place on the shelf of only about a dozen or so truly enduring works that
provide the quintessential insights necessary for a broad understanding of world affairs in our time.”
Samuel Huntington explains how clashes between civilizations are the greatest threat to world
peace but also how an international order based on civilizations is the best safeguard against war.
Events since the publication of the book have proved the wisdom of that analysis. The 9/11 attacks
and wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have demonstrated the threat of civilizations but have also shown
how vital international cross-civilization cooperation is to restoring peace. As ideological distinctions
among nations have been replaced by cultural differences, world politics has been reconfigured.
Across the globe, new conflicts—and new cooperation—have replaced the old order of the Cold War
era. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order explains how the population
explosion in Muslim countries and the economic rise of East Asia are changing global politics. These
developments challenge Western dominance, promote opposition to supposedly “universal” Western
ideals, and intensify intercivilization conflict over such issues as nuclear proliferation, immigration,
human rights, and democracy. The Muslim population surge has led to many small wars throughout
Eurasia, and the rise of China could lead to a global war of civilizations. Huntington offers a strategy




for the West to preserve its unique culture and emphasizes the need for people everywhere to learn
to coexist in a complex, multipolar, muliticivilizational world.

cold war ap world history definition: Kaplan AP World History 2004 Kaplan, Mark Bach, 2004
As colleges continue to become more selective, students who want to do well on the AP World
History exam will rely on Kaplan to help them score higher and stand out from the competition.

cold war ap world history definition: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep,
2021 The Princeton Review, 2020-12-08 Make sure you're studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Prep, 2022 (ISBN: 9780525570790, on-sale August 2021). Publisher's Note: Products purchased
from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not
include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.

cold war ap world history definition: Assignment Russia Marvin Kalb, 2021-04-13 A personal
journey through some of the darkest moments of the cold war and the early days of television news
Marvin Kalb, the award-winning journalist who has written extensively about the world he reported
on during his long career, now turns his eye on the young man who became that journalist. Chosen
by legendary broadcaster Edward R. Murrow to become one of what came to be known as the
Murrow Boys, Kalb in this newest volume of his memoirs takes readers back to his first days as a
journalist, and what also were the first days of broadcast news. Kalb captures the excitement of
being present at the creation of a whole new way of bringing news immediately to the public. And
what news. Cold War tensions were high between Eisenhower's America and Khrushchev's Soviet
Union. Kalb is at the center, occupying a unique spot as a student of Russia tasked with explaining
Moscow to Washington and the American public. He joins a cast of legendary figures along the way,
from Murrow himself to Eric Severeid, Howard K. Smith, Richard Hottelet, Charles Kuralt, and
Daniel Schorr among many others. He finds himself assigned as Moscow correspondent of CBS
News just as the U2 incident—the downing of a US spy plane over Russian territory—is unfolding. As
readers of his first volume, The Year I Was Peter the Great, will recall, being the right person, in the
right place, at the right time found Kalb face to face with Khrushchev. Assignment Russia sees Kalb
once again an eyewitness to history—and a writer and analyst who has helped shape the first draft of
that history.

cold war ap world history definition: The Marshall Plan Benn Steil, 2018-03-07 A polished
and masterly work of historical narrative, The Marshall Plan is an instant classic of Cold War
literature. With Britain's empire collapsing and Stalin's ascendant, U.S. officials under new
Secretary of State George C. Marshall set out to reconstruct western Europe as a bulwark against
communist authoritarianism. Their massive, costly, and ambitious undertaking would confront
Europeans and Americans alike with a vision at odds with their history and self-conceptions. In the
process, they would drive the creation of NATO, the European Union, and a Western identity that
continues to shape world events. This is the story behind the birth of the Cold War, and the U.S.-led
liberal global order, told with verve, insight, and resonance for today. Bringing to bear fascinating
new material from American, Russian, German, and other European archives, Benn Steil's book will
forever change how we see the Marshall Plan. Focusing on the critical years 1947 to 1949, Steil's
gripping narrative takes us through the seminal episodes that marked the collapse of postwar
U.S.-Soviet relations: the Prague coup, the Berlin blockade, and the division of Germany. In each
case, Stalin's determination to crush the Marshall Plan and undermine American power in Europe is
vividly portrayed. And in a riveting epilogue, Steil shows how the forces which clove Europe in two
after the Second World War have reasserted themselves since the collapse of the Soviet Union.

cold war ap world history definition: Japan’s Cold War Ann Sherif, 2009-03-05 Critics and
cultural historians take Japan's postwar insularity for granted, rarely acknowledging the role of Cold
War concerns in the shaping of Japanese society and culture. Nuclear anxiety, polarized ideologies,
gendered tropes of nationhood, and new myths of progress, among other developments, profoundly
transformed Japanese literature, criticism, and art during this era and fueled the country's desire to
recast itself as a democratic nation and culture. By rereading the pivotal events, iconic figures, and



crucial texts of Japan's literary and artistic life through the lens of the Cold War, Ann Sherif places
this supposedly insular nation at the center of a global battle. Each of her chapters focuses on a
major moment, spectacle, or critical debate highlighting Japan's entanglement with cultural Cold
War politics. Film director Kurosawa Akira, atomic bomb writer Hara Tamiki, singer and movie star
Ishihara Yujiro, and even Godzilla and the Japanese translation of Lady Chatterley's Lover all reveal
the trends and controversies that helped Japan carve out a postwar literary canon, a definition of
obscenity, an idea of the artist's function in society, and modern modes of expression and
knowledge. Sherif's comparative approach not only recontextualizes seemingly anomalous texts and
ideas, but binds culture firmly to the domestic and international events that defined the decades
following World War II. By integrating the art and criticism of Japan into larger social fabrics,
Japan's Cold War offers a truly unique perspective on the critical and creative acts of a country
remaking itself in the aftermath of war.

cold war ap world history definition: Decolonization and the Cold War Leslie James,
Elisabeth Leake, 2015-02-26 The Cold War and decolonization transformed the twentieth century
world. This volume brings together an international line-up of experts to explore how these
transformations took place and expand on some of the latest threads of analysis to help inform our
understanding of the links between the two phenomena. The book begins by exploring ideas of
modernity, development, and economics as Cold War and postcolonial projects and goes on to look
at the era's intellectual history and investigate how emerging forms of identity fought for
supremacy. Finally, the contributors question ideas of sovereignty and state control that move
beyond traditional Cold War narratives. Decolonization and the Cold War emphasizes new
approaches by drawing on various methodologies, regions, themes, and interdisciplinary work, to
shed new light on two topics that are increasingly important to historians of the twentieth century.

cold war ap world history definition: The End of the Cold War Michael J. Hogan, 1992-06-26
This book, first published in 1992, examines the end of the Cold War and the implications for the
history and future of the world order.

cold war ap world history definition: 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History 2019 Elite
Student Edition Daniel P. Murphy, 2018-08-01 A PERFECT PLAN FOR THE PERFECT SCORE
Score-Raising Features Include: *4 full-length practice exams, 2 in the book + 2 on
Cross-Platform*Hundreds of exercises with thorough answer explanations*Comprehensive overview
of the AP World History Exam format *Practice questions that reflect both multiple-choice and
free-response question types, just like the ones you will see on test day*Proven strategies specific to
each section of the testeContinuity/ Change-Over-Time charts BONUS Cross-Platform Prep Course
for extra practice exams with personalized study plans, interactive tests, powerful analytics and
progress charts, flashcards, games, and more! (see inside front and back covers for details) 5
MINUTES TO A 5 section: 180 Questions and Activities that give you an extra 5 minutes of review
for every day of the school year, reinforcing the most vital course material and building the skills
and confidence you need to succeed on the AP exam The 5-Step Plan: Step 1: Set up your study plan
with three model schedulesStep 2: Determine your readiness with an AP-style Diagnostic ExamStep
3: Develop the strategies that will give you the edge on test dayStep 4: Review the terms and
concepts you need to achieve your highest scoreStep 5: Build your confidence with full-length
practice exams

cold war ap world history definition: International News Agencies Michael B. Palmer,
2020-01-02 International news-agencies, such as Reuters, the Associated Press and Agence
France-Presse, have long been ‘unsung heroes’ of the media sphere. From the mid-nineteenth
century, in Britain, the US, France and, to a lesser extent, Germany, a small number of agencies
have fed their respective countries with international news reports. They informed governments,
businesses, media and, indirectly, the general public. They helped define ‘news’. Drawing on years of
archival research and first-hand experience of major news agencies, this book provides a
comprehensive history of the leading news agencies based in the UK, France and the USA, from the
early 1800s to the present day. It retraces their relations with one another, with competitors and



clients, and the types of news, information and data they collected, edited and transmitted, via a
variety of means, from carrier-pigeons to artificial intelligence. It examines the sometimes colourful
biographies of agency newsmen, and the rise and fall of news agencies as markets and methods
shifted, concluding by looking to the future of the organisations.

cold war ap world history definition: World History in Documents Peter N. Stearns,
2008-04-15 Promotes the ability to study history with primary sources and the ability to compare
aspects of major societies.

cold war ap world history definition: The Cold War and the Color Line Thomas
BORSTELMANN, 2009-06-30 After World War II the United States faced two preeminent challenges:
how to administer its responsibilities abroad as the world's strongest power, and how to manage the
rising movement at home for racial justice and civil rights. The effort to contain the growing
influence of the Soviet Union resulted in the Cold War, a conflict that emphasized the American
commitment to freedom. The absence of that freedom for nonwhite American citizens confronted the
nation's leaders with an embarrassing contradiction. Racial discrimination after 1945 was a foreign
as well as a domestic problem. World War II opened the door to both the U.S. civil rights movement
and the struggle of Asians and Africans abroad for independence from colonial rule. America's
closest allies against the Soviet Union, however, were colonial powers whose interests had to be
balanced against those of the emerging independent Third World in a multiracial, anticommunist
alliance. At the same time, U.S. racial reform was essential to preserve the domestic consensus
needed to sustain the Cold War struggle. The Cold War and the Color Line is the first comprehensive
examination of how the Cold War intersected with the final destruction of global white supremacy.
Thomas Borstelmann pays close attention to the two Souths--Southern Africa and the American
South--as the primary sites of white authority's last stand. He reveals America's efforts to contain the
racial polarization that threatened to unravel the anticommunist western alliance. In so doing, he
recasts the history of American race relations in its true international context, one that is meaningful
and relevant for our own era of globalization. Table of Contents: Preface Prologue 1. Race and
Foreign Relations before 1945 2. Jim Crow's Coming Out 3. The Last Hurrah of the Old Color Line 4.
Revolutions in the American South and Southern Africa 5. The Perilous Path to Equality 6. The End
of the Cold War and White Supremacy Epilogue Notes Archives and Manuscript Collections Index
Reviews of this book: In rich, informing detail enlivened with telling anecdote, Cornell historian
Borstelmann unites under one umbrella two commonly separated strains of the U.S. post-WWII
experience: our domestic political and cultural history, where the Civil Rights movement holds
center stage, and our foreign policy, where the Cold War looms largest...No history could be more
timely or more cogent. This densely detailed book, wide ranging in its sources, contains lessons that
could play a vital role in reshaping American foreign and domestic policy. --Publishers Weekly
Reviews of this book: [Borstelmann traces] the constellation of racial challenges each administration
faced (focusing particularly on African affairs abroad and African American civil rights at home),
rather than highlighting the crises that made headlines...By avoiding the crutch of turning points for
storytelling convenience, he makes a convincing case that no single event can be untied from a
constantly thickening web of connections among civil rights, American foreign policy, and world
affairs. --Jesse Berrett, Village Voice Reviews of this book: Borstelmann...analyzes the history of
white supremacy in relation to the history of the Cold War, with particular emphasis on both African
Americans and Africa. In a book that makes a good supplement to Mary Dudziak's Cold War Civil
Rights, he dissects the history of U.S. domestic race relations and foreign relations over the past
half-century...This book provides new insights into the dynamics of American foreign policy and
international affairs and will undoubtedly be a useful and welcome addition to the literature on U.S.
foreign policy and race relations. Recommended. --Edward G. McCormack, Library Journal

cold war ap world history definition: The Bay of Pigs Howard Jones, 2008 Jones provides an
account of President Eisenhower's disastrous attempt to overthrow Fidel Castro. He examines the
train of missteps and self-deceptions that led to the invasion of the Bay of Pigs by U.S.-trained exiles.

cold war ap world history definition: 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History: Modern 2024



Elite Student Edition Beth Bartolini-Salimbeni, Wendy Petersen, Amanda Bader, 2023-07-31 AP
Teachers’ #1 Choice! Ready to succeed in your AP course and ace your exam? Our 5 Stepstoa 5
guides explain the tough stuff, offer tons of practice and explanations, and help you make the most
efficient use of your study time. 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History Modern Elite Student Edition is
more than a review guide, it’s a system that has helped thousands of students walk into test day
feeling prepared and confident. Everything You Need for a 5: 3 full-length practice tests that align
with the latest College Board requirements Hundreds of practice exercises with answer explanations
Comprehensive overview of all test topics Proven strategies from seasoned AP educators Why the
Elite Edition? 200+ pages of additional AP content 5-minute daily activities to reinforce critical AP
concepts AP educators love this feature for bellringers in the classroom! Study on the Go: All
instructional content in digital format (for both computers and mobile devices) Interactive practice
tests with answer explanations A self-guided, personalized study plan with daily goals, powerful
analytics, flashcards, games, and more A Great In-class Supplement: 5 Steps is an ideal companion
to your main AP text Includes an AP World History Modern Teacher’s Manual that offers excellent
guidance to educators for better use of the 5 Steps resources

cold war ap world history definition: Critical Reflections on the Cold War Martin ].
Medhurst, H. W. Brands, 2000 Rhetoric and history intersected dramatically during the Cold War,
which was, above all else, a war of words. This volume, which combines the work of historians and
communication scholars, examines the public discourse in Cold War America from a number of
perspectives including how rhetoric shaped history and policies and how rhetorical images invited
interpretations of history. The book opens with Norman Graebner's wideranging analysis of the
rhetorical background of the Cold War. Frank Costigliola then parses Stalin's speech of February,
1946, an address that many in the West took as a declaration of war by the USSR. The development
of NSC68 in 1950, often referred to as America's blueprint for fighting the Cold War, is the subject
of Robert P. Newman's review. Shawn ]. ParryGiles and J. Michael Hogan then focus on American
propaganda responses to the perceived Soviet threat. H. W. Brands, Randall B. Woods, and Rachel L.
Holloway examine the effects of liberal ideology and rhetoric on domestic and foreign policy
decisions. Robert J. McMahon and Robert L. Ivie raise the issue of what it has meant to be the leader
of the Free World and what the task of postCold War rhetoric will be in this regard. Scholars
concerned with the role of words in public life and in the study of history will find challenging
material in this interdisciplinary volume. Historians, speech communication scholars, and political
scientists with an interest in the Cold War will similarly find grist for further milling.

cold war ap world history definition: 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History: Modern 2022
Elite Student Edition Beth Bartolini-Salimbeni, Wendy Petersen, 2021-08-04 MATCHES THE
LATEST EXAM! Let us supplement your AP classroom experience with this multi-platform study
guide. The immensely popular 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History 2022 Elite Student Edition has been
updated for the 2020-21 school year and now contains: 3 full-length practice exams (in the book and
online) that reflect the latest exam “5 Minutes to a 5” section with a 5-minute activity for each day of
the school year that reinforces the most important concepts covered in class Access to a robust
online platform Comprehensive overview of the AP World History: Modern exam format Hundreds of
practice exercises with thorough answer explanations Proven strategies specific to each section of
the test A self-guided study plan including flashcards, games, and more online

cold war ap world history definition: Cracking the AP World History Exam 2006-2007
Princeton Review (Firm), 2006-01-10 Provides test-taking strategies, a subject review, and practice
tests.

cold war ap world history definition: U.S. History P. Scott Corbett, Volker Janssen, John M.
Lund, Todd Pfannestiel, Sylvie Waskiewicz, Paul Vickery, 2024-09-10 U.S. History is designed to
meet the scope and sequence requirements of most introductory courses. The text provides a
balanced approach to U.S. history, considering the people, events, and ideas that have shaped the
United States from both the top down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom up (eyewitness
accounts, lived experience). U.S. History covers key forces that form the American experience, with



particular attention to issues of race, class, and gender.

cold war ap world history definition: The Stupidity of War John Mueller, 2021-03-04 This
innovative argument shows the consequences of increased aversion to international war for foreign
and military policy.

cold war ap world history definition: The Cold War Odd Arne Westad, 2019-10-15 The
definitive history of the Cold War and its ongoing impact around the world The Cold War began on
the perimeters of Europe, but it had its deepest reverberations in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East,
where every community had to choose sides. Those choices continue to define economies and
regimes across the world. Stunning in breadth and revelatory in perspective, The Cold War, by
prize-winning scholar Odd Arne Westad, expands our understanding of the conflict both
geographically and chronologically, and offers a new understanding of how today's world was
created. An epic account. --Wall Street Journal An account of the Cold War that is truly global in its
scope... a wise and observant history. --New Republic An ambitious study, perspicacious and
panoramic in scope. --Financial Times, Best Books of 2017

cold war ap world history definition: Death by Government R. J. Rummel, 2011-12-31 This is
R. J. Rummel's fourth book in a series devoted to genocide and government mass murder, or what he
calls democide. He presents the primary results, in tables and figures, as well as a historical sketch
of the major cases of democide, those in which one million or more people were killed by a regime.
In Death by Government, Rummel does not aim to describe democide itself, but to determine its
nature and scope in order to test the theory that democracies are inherently nonviolent. Rummel
discusses genocide in China, Nazi Germany, Japan, Cambodia, Turkey, Yugoslavia, Poland, the
Soviet Union, and Pakistan. He also writes about areas of suspected genocide: North Korea, Mexico,
and feudal Russia. His results clearly and decisively show that democracies commit less democide
than other regimes. The underlying principle is that the less freedom people have, the greater the
violence; the more freedom, the less the violence. Thus, as Rummel says, “The problem is power.
The solution is democracy. The course of action is to foster freedom.” Death by Government is a
compelling look at the horrors that occur in modern societies. It depicts how democide has been
very much a part of human history. Among other examples, the book includes the massacre of
Europeans during the Thirty Years' War, the relatively unknown genocide of the French Revolution,
and the slaughtering of American Indians by colonists in the New World. This riveting account is an
essential tool for historians, political scientists, and scholars interested in the study of genocide.

cold war ap world history definition: 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History 2018, Elite
Student Edition Peggy ]J. Martin, Beth Bartolini-Salimbeni, Wendy Petersen, 2017-08-04 Get ready
to ace your AP World History Exam with this easy-to-follow, multi-platform study guide 5 Steps to a
5: AP World History 2018 Elite Student Edition introduces an effective 5-step study plan to help you
build the skills, knowledge, and test-taking confidence you need to achieve a high score on the exam.
This popular test prep guide matches the latest course syllabus and latest exam. You'll get online
help, four full-length practice tests (two in the book and three online), detailed answers to each
question, study tips, and important information on how the exam is scored. Because this guide is
accessible in print and digital formats, you can study online, via your mobile device, straight from
the book, or any combination of the three. With the new “5 Minutes to a 5” section, you'll also get an
extra AP curriculum activity for each school day to help reinforce the most important AP concepts.
With only 5 minutes a day, you can dramatically increase your score on exam day! 5 Steps to a 5: AP
World History 2018 Elite Student Edition features: « New: “5 Minutes to a 5”—Concise activities
reinforcing the most important AP concepts and presented in a day-to-day study format ¢ Access to
the entire Cross Platform Prep Course in World History ¢ 4 Practice Exams (2 in the book + 2 online)
* Powerful analytics you can use to assess your test readiness ¢ Flashcards, games, social media
support, and more

cold war ap world history definition: Brock Chisholm, the World Health Organization,
and the Cold War John Farley, 2009-01-01 Brock Chisholm was one of the most influential
Canadians of the twentieth century. A world-renowned psychiatrist, he was the first director-general




of the World Health Organization and built it up against overwhelming political odds in the years
immediately following the Second World War. An atheist and a fierce critic of jingoistic nationalism,
he supported world peace and world government and became a champion of the United Nations and
the WHO. Post-1945 international politics, global health issues, and medical history intersect in this
highly readable account of a remarkable Canadian.

cold war ap world history definition: ELIZABETH CADY STANTON NARAYAN
CHANGDER, 2024-01-25 THE ELIZABETH CADY STANTON MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE
QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN
THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ
COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS,
THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR
PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN
IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND
LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE ELIZABETH CADY STANTON MCQ TO EXPAND
YOUR ELIZABETH CADY STANTON KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS,
ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS
ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY
THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.

cold war ap world history definition: Life After Death Richard Bessel, Dirk Schumann,
2003-05-05 This book offers a novel approach to the cultural and social history of Europe after the
Second World War.

cold war ap world history definition: A History of the World in 6 Glasses Tom Standage,
2009-05-26 New York Times Bestseller * Soon to be a TV series starring Dan Aykroyd “There aren't
many books this entertaining that also provide a cogent crash course in ancient, classical and
modern history.” -Los Angeles Times Beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and Coca-Cola: In Tom
Standage's deft, innovative account of world history, these six beverages turn out to be much more
than just ways to quench thirst. They also represent six eras that span the course of civilization-from
the adoption of agriculture, to the birth of cities, to the advent of globalization. A History of the
World in 6 Glasses tells the story of humanity from the Stone Age to the twenty-first century through
each epoch's signature refreshment. As Standage persuasively argues, each drink is in fact a kind of
technology, advancing culture and catalyzing the intricate interplay of different societies. After
reading this enlightening book, you may never look at your favorite drink in quite the same way
again.
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