
definition of evaluation in literature
definition of evaluation in literature is a foundational concept for anyone studying, teaching, or
analyzing literary works. This article explores the meaning, importance, and applications of
evaluation in literature. From understanding what evaluation means in a literary context to
exploring the various criteria used in assessing literary texts, readers will find practical insights on
how evaluation shapes literary criticism and education. This comprehensive guide also covers
different types of evaluation, methods commonly used, challenges faced, and the skills necessary for
effective literary evaluation. Whether you are a student, educator, or literature enthusiast, this
resource will deepen your understanding and appreciation for the critical process of evaluation in
literature.
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Understanding the Definition of Evaluation in
Literature

Evaluation in literature refers to the systematic process of assessing and making judgments about
the value, quality, or effectiveness of a literary work. This involves analyzing a text's various
elements—such as style, structure, themes, character development, and language—using established
criteria. The definition of evaluation in literature goes beyond mere summary or description; it
requires critical thinking and an informed opinion based on textual evidence. Evaluation is a key
practice in literary criticism, enabling readers and scholars to discuss and compare the merits of
different works. It also plays a vital role in academic settings, where students learn to develop and
articulate their own interpretations and judgments about literature.



Importance of Evaluation in Literary Studies

The evaluation of literature serves several crucial purposes within literary studies. Firstly, it helps in
distinguishing between different levels of literary quality, guiding readers toward works of enduring
value. Secondly, it fosters critical engagement with texts, encouraging deeper comprehension and
appreciation. Evaluation is also integral to literary criticism, enabling scholars to contribute to
ongoing conversations about the significance and relevance of various works. Furthermore,
evaluation supports educational goals by teaching students how to analyze, interpret, and argue
about literature effectively. This process ultimately enriches the field by promoting thoughtful
discussion and the continual reassessment of literary canons.

Types of Evaluation in Literature

There are several types of evaluation in literature, each serving different purposes and contexts.
Understanding these types helps clarify the broader definition of evaluation in literature and its
applications.

Formative Evaluation

Formative evaluation is ongoing and occurs during the reading or study process. It helps readers
and students reflect on their understanding and interpretation as they progress through a text.
Teachers often use formative evaluation to provide feedback and guide students toward deeper
analysis.

Summative Evaluation

Summative evaluation takes place after completing a text or unit of study. It involves making final
judgments about the overall quality, meaning, or impact of a literary work. Summative evaluations
are commonly used in exams, essays, and formal literary reviews.

Comparative Evaluation

Comparative evaluation involves assessing two or more literary works against each other. This type
of evaluation highlights similarities and differences in themes, style, structure, and effectiveness,
helping readers appreciate the unique qualities of each work.

Key Criteria for Literary Evaluation

Evaluating literature requires clear criteria to ensure fairness and consistency. While specific



standards may vary, several key criteria are commonly used in the definition of evaluation in
literature.

Theme and Message: The significance, originality, and depth of the work’s central ideas.

Structure and Organization: How effectively the text is arranged and whether its structure
supports the content.

Characterization: The believability, complexity, and development of characters.

Language and Style: The author’s use of language, literary devices, and unique voice.

Emotional Impact: The ability of the work to evoke emotions or provoke thought in readers.

Relevance and Universality: The work’s relevance to broader human experiences or timeless
themes.

Applying these criteria helps evaluators to make objective, well-supported judgments about literary
texts.

Methods Used in Literary Evaluation

Several methods and approaches are used to evaluate literature, each reflecting different critical
perspectives and purposes. The choice of method can influence the definition of evaluation in
literature in a specific context.

Close Reading

Close reading involves detailed, line-by-line analysis of a text to uncover deeper meanings and
nuances. This method pays attention to diction, syntax, imagery, and symbolism, allowing evaluators
to support their judgments with precise textual evidence.

Thematic Analysis

Thematic analysis focuses on identifying and examining the main themes within a literary work.
Evaluators assess how effectively the themes are developed and how they contribute to the text’s
overall impact.



Contextual Analysis

Contextual analysis places the work within its historical, cultural, or biographical context. This
method evaluates how external factors influence the content, style, and meaning of the literary
piece.

Comparative Analysis

Comparative analysis evaluates similarities and differences between multiple texts. This method is
especially useful for understanding literary trends, influences, and the uniqueness of specific works.

Common Challenges in Evaluating Literature

The process of literary evaluation is complex and often presents several challenges. One major
difficulty is the subjective nature of literary interpretation—different readers may value different
aspects of a text. Additionally, evaluators must balance personal response with objective analysis,
ensuring judgments are supported by evidence. Cultural and historical differences can also
complicate evaluation, as meanings and values shift over time and across societies. Finally, the sheer
diversity of literary forms and genres requires evaluators to adapt their criteria and methods to suit
different contexts.

Essential Skills for Effective Literary Evaluation

Effective evaluation in literature requires a combination of analytical, interpretive, and
communication skills. These skills enable evaluators to understand texts deeply and articulate well-
founded judgments.

Critical Thinking: The ability to analyze and question assumptions, drawing logical
conclusions from evidence.

Interpretation: Understanding multiple layers of meaning within a text.

Argumentation: Presenting clear, persuasive arguments supported by textual evidence.

Research: Gathering background information to inform analysis and evaluation.

Written Expression: Communicating evaluations clearly and coherently in essays, reviews, or
discussions.



Developing these skills is essential for anyone seeking to master the definition of evaluation in
literature.

The Role of Evaluation in Education and Literary
Criticism

Evaluation is a cornerstone of both education and literary criticism. In classrooms, teachers use
evaluation to assess students’ understanding and analytical abilities, fostering critical engagement
with texts. Students learn to evaluate literature as part of their development as readers and
thinkers. In the world of literary criticism, evaluation shapes the way works are received, discussed,
and canonized. Critics use evaluation to highlight the strengths and weaknesses of literary texts,
influencing public opinion and literary trends. The ongoing process of evaluation ensures that
literature remains a dynamic and evolving field, open to new interpretations and standards.

Q: What is the definition of evaluation in literature?
A: Evaluation in literature is the process of critically assessing and making informed judgments
about the value, quality, or effectiveness of a literary work, based on established criteria and textual
evidence.

Q: Why is evaluation important in literary studies?
A: Evaluation is important because it helps distinguish literary quality, fosters critical thinking,
supports education, and contributes to the ongoing development of literary criticism.

Q: What are the main types of evaluation in literature?
A: The main types include formative evaluation (ongoing feedback), summative evaluation (final
judgment), and comparative evaluation (comparing multiple works).

Q: What criteria are used for evaluating literature?
A: Common criteria include theme and message, structure and organization, characterization,
language and style, emotional impact, and relevance or universality.

Q: Which methods are most effective for literary evaluation?
A: Effective methods include close reading, thematic analysis, contextual analysis, and comparative
analysis, each offering different perspectives on a text.



Q: What challenges do evaluators face when assessing
literature?
A: Challenges include subjective interpretation, balancing personal response with objectivity,
cultural and historical differences, and adapting criteria for diverse genres.

Q: How does evaluation differ from summary in literature?
A: A summary recounts the main points or events of a text, while evaluation involves forming
judgments about its quality, effectiveness, and significance.

Q: What skills are necessary for effective literary evaluation?
A: Critical thinking, interpretation, argumentation, research, and written expression are essential for
effective literary evaluation.

Q: How is evaluation used in education?
A: In education, evaluation is used to assess students’ analytical skills, understanding of texts, and
ability to construct well-supported arguments about literature.

Q: How does evaluation influence literary criticism?
A: Evaluation shapes literary criticism by determining how works are received, discussed, and
valued within the broader literary community.
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up or thumbs-down. Literary evaluation is a nuanced, multifaceted process that delves into the text's
complexities, exploring its merits and shortcomings to ultimately understand its significance. This
post will provide a comprehensive definition of evaluation in literature, exploring various critical
approaches and offering practical insights into how to effectively evaluate literary works. We'll delve
into different theoretical frameworks and offer practical examples to solidify your understanding.

What is Evaluation in Literature? A Comprehensive Definition

The definition of evaluation in literature goes beyond simply stating whether you "liked" a book or
not. It's a systematic and critical examination of a literary work, considering its various components
to determine its artistic merit, effectiveness, and overall impact. This involves a rigorous analysis of
the text, considering elements such as:

Theme and Ideas: What are the central themes explored? How effectively are these themes
conveyed? Do the ideas resonate with the reader and offer new perspectives?

Plot and Structure: Is the narrative compelling and well-paced? Does the structure enhance or
detract from the overall impact? Is there a clear beginning, middle, and end? How effectively are
conflicts resolved (or not)?

Character Development: Are the characters believable and well-rounded? Do they undergo
meaningful transformations? Are their motivations clear and consistent?

Setting and Atmosphere: How does the setting contribute to the overall mood and theme of the
work? Does it play a significant role in shaping the narrative?

Language and Style: What is the author's writing style? Is the language effective and appropriate for
the work? Is the tone consistent? Are there notable stylistic choices that contribute to the overall
effect?

Point of View: How does the chosen point of view influence the reader's understanding of the
narrative? Does it enhance or limit the reader's experience?

Different Approaches to Literary Evaluation

Literary evaluation isn't a monolithic process. Various critical approaches exist, each offering a
unique lens through which to examine a text. These include:

Formalist Criticism: This approach focuses on the inherent qualities of the text itself, analyzing
elements like structure, language, and imagery without considering external factors like the author's
biography or historical context.

Reader-Response Criticism: This approach emphasizes the reader's subjective experience and
interpretation of the text. It acknowledges that meaning is not solely inherent in the text but is also



co-created by the reader.

Feminist Criticism: This approach analyzes how gender roles and power dynamics are represented
in literature. It often examines how female characters are portrayed and how patriarchal structures
influence the narrative.

Postcolonial Criticism: This approach examines the impact of colonialism and imperialism on
literature, focusing on representations of colonized peoples and the effects of cultural power
imbalances.

Marxist Criticism: This approach analyzes literature through a socio-economic lens, considering how
class structures and economic forces shape characters, narratives, and themes.

Practical Application: How to Evaluate Literature Effectively

To effectively evaluate literature, you need a structured approach. Consider these steps:

1. Careful Reading: Engage with the text closely, paying attention to details and making annotations.

2. Identify Key Elements: Identify the central themes, characters, plot points, and stylistic choices.

3. Analyze the Text: Use a critical lens (or multiple lenses) to analyze the effectiveness of these
elements.

4. Formulate an Argument: Based on your analysis, develop a well-supported argument about the
literary merit and impact of the work.

5. Support your claims with evidence: Cite specific examples from the text to substantiate your
arguments.

Conclusion:

Evaluating literature is a dynamic and rewarding process. It involves more than simply expressing
personal preferences; it requires critical thinking, careful analysis, and a willingness to engage with
different perspectives. By understanding the various approaches to literary evaluation and following
a structured method, you can develop your critical skills and gain a deeper appreciation of the
literary works you encounter. The key is to approach each text with an open mind and a willingness
to engage critically with its complexities.



FAQs:

1. Is there a "right" way to evaluate literature? No, there isn't one single "right" way. Different
critical lenses offer different insights, and subjective interpretations are valid as long as they are
supported by evidence from the text.

2. How do I know which critical lens to use? The best lens often depends on the text itself and the
questions you want to ask. Consider what aspects of the text are most intriguing or problematic, and
choose a lens that allows you to effectively analyze those aspects.

3. What if I disagree with a critical interpretation? Disagreement is perfectly acceptable! The
important thing is to articulate your own interpretation clearly and support it with textual evidence.
Engaging with differing perspectives can enrich your understanding.

4. Can I evaluate a piece of literature without formal training in literary criticism? Absolutely! While
formal training can be helpful, anyone can develop critical reading skills and engage in literary
evaluation.

5. Where can I find more resources on literary criticism? Numerous academic journals, books, and
websites offer valuable information on different critical approaches and methodologies. Your local
library or university library are excellent starting points.
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research, SAGE Study Skills help you get the best from your time at university. Visit the SAGE Study
Skills hub for tips, quizzes and videos on study success!
  definition of evaluation in literature: Conducting Research Literature Reviews Arlene Fink,
2019-01-30 Providing readers with an accessible, in-depth look at how to synthesize research
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chapter on planning an evaluation, entirely new examples throughout, and a major re-organization of
the book’s content to better serve the needs of program evaluation courses. The Eighth Edition of
Evaluation is a massive improvement on an already stellar text. The breadth and depth of
coverage—while still keeping a practical focus—make this the go-to book for program evaluation
classes and practitioners alike. —B. Andrew Chupp, Indiana University Available with Perusall—an
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Brethower, Jeri Nowakowski, T. Hluchyj, 2012-12-06 Please glance over the questions that follow
and read the answers to those that are of interest. Q: What does this manual do? A: This manual
guides the user through designing an evaluation. A: Who can use it? A: Anyone interested or
involved in evaluating professional trammg or inservice education programs. The primary users will
be staff members who are doing their own program evaluation-maybe for the first time.
(Experienced evaluators or other professional educators can find useful guides and worksheets in it.)
Q: If I work through this manual, what will I accomplish? A: You will develop one or more evaluation
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House, 2013-10-28 First published in 1986. Measuring the outcomes of educational practices is a
modern phenomenon. Valuing their worth is as old as philosophy itself. It is the singular value of this
collection of papers set in context and introduced by Ernest House that it holds in dynamic
equilibrium both the measurement and the valuing sides of educational evaluation.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Evaluation Methods in Biomedical Informatics Charles
P. Friedman, Jeremy Wyatt, 2006-01-05 Heavily updated and revised from the successful first edition
Appeals to a wide range of informatics professionals, from students to on-site medical information
system administrators Includes case studies and real world system evaluations References and
self-tests for feedback and motivation after each chapter Great for teaching purposes, the book is
recommended for courses offered at universities such as Columbia University Precise definition and
use of terms
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Weeber, 2008-08-17 This is the first coherent book on literature-based discovery (LBD). LBD is an
inherently multi-disciplinary enterprise. The aim of this volume is to plant a flag in the ground and
inspire new researchers to the LBD challenge.
  definition of evaluation in literature: An Introduction to Evaluation Chris Fox, Robert
Grimm, Rute Caldeira, 2016-10-18 Both practical and theoretical in approach, this book is the
perfect companion for student researchers and policy makers alike. It provides actionable advice for
planning and implementing evaluations, while also instilling an ability to assess the evaluations of
others and consider the ways in which evaluation evidence could influence policy and practice.
Drawing upon a wide range of examples from policy areas like education, criminal justice, and
health and social care, this book showcases how evaluation is an interdisciplinary research practice
with a spectrum of applications. Each chapter contains philosophical underpinnings and applied
knowledge as well as examples from published evaluations. Specific topics include how to: Choose
an approach to evaluation Plan, design, and conduct evaluations Approach evaluations using
theories of change Differentiate between process, impact, and economic evaluations Understand the
role of quantitative and qualitative methods in data collection Use systematic reviews and other
tools to assess and disseminate evaluation findings From getting started in the field to turning
evidence into policy, this book will guide you through every step of the evaluation process.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Surviving Your Dissertation Kjell Erik Rudestam,
Rae R. Newton, 1992-07-17 This book offers a user-friendly guide to preparing a perfect dissertation.
Rather than focusing only on how to draft the report itself, the authors provide readers with material
on generating a researchable question, as well as methods for assessing blind spots and learning



styles that may get in the way of completing a dissertation. Using examples from a wide variety of
disciplines, the authors demonstrate how to write up results, develop appropriate writing skills, and
ways to construct tables and figures. In addition, the book includes information on writing up
qualitative research, using computer technology effectively to assist in the dissertation process and
following ethical guidelines in conducting research.
  definition of evaluation in literature: The Literature Review Lawrence A. Machi, Brenda T.
McEvoy, 2012-06-08 This new edition of the best-selling book offers graduate students in education
and the social sciences a road map to developing and writing an effective literature review for a
research project, thesis, or dissertation. Organized around a proven six-step model and
incorporating technology into all of the steps, the book provides examples, strategies, and exercises
that take students step by step through the entire process: Selecting a topic Searching the literature
Developing arguments Surveying the literature Critiquing the literature Writing the literature
review The second edition includes key vocabulary words, technology advice, and additional tips on
when and how to write during the early stages--including the use of journals and memoranda--to
make the literature review process a success.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Evaluation Methods in Medical Informatics Charles P.
Friedman, Jeremy C. Wyatt, 2013-03-14 As director of a training program in medical informatics, I
have found that one of the most frequent inquiries from graduate students is, Although I am happy
with my research focus and the work I have done, how can I design and carry out a practical
evaluation that proves the value of my contribution? Informatics is a multifaceted, interdisciplinary
field with research that ranges from theoretical developments to projects that are highly applied and
intended for near-term use in clinical settings. The implications of proving a research claim
accordingly vary greatly depending on the details of an individual student's goals and thesis state
ment. Furthermore, the dissertation work leading up to an evaluation plan is often so
time-consuming and arduous that attempting the perfect evaluation is fre quently seen as
impractical or as diverting students from central programming or implementation issues that are
their primary areas of interest. They often ask what compromises are possible so they can provide
persuasive data in support of their claims without adding another two to three years to their
graduate student life. Our students clearly needed help in dealing more effectively with such dilem
mas, and it was therefore fortuitous when, in the autumn of 1991, we welcomed two superb visiting
professors to our laboratories.
  definition of evaluation in literature: The SAGE Handbook of Evaluation Ian Shaw,
Jennifer C Greene, Melvin M Mark, 2006-07-10 ′This handbook thoroughly covers all aspects of
evaluation, yet isn′t too technical to understand. It offers everything an organization needs to know
to get the most out of evaluation′ - Nonprofit World `The Handbook succeeds in capturing and
presenting evaluation′s extensive knowledge base within a global context. In so doing it provides a
useful, coherent and definitive benchmark on the field′s diverse and dynamic purposes, practices,
theories, approaches, issues, and challenges for the 21st century. The Handbook is an essential
reference and map for any serious evaluation practitioner, scholar and student anywhere in the
world′ - Michael Quinn Patton, author of Utilization-Focused Evaluation `Readers of this volume will
find a set of texts that provide an evocative overview of contemporary thinking in the world of
evaluation. This is not a book of simple tips. It does justice to the complex realities of evaluation
practice by bringing together some of the best practitioners in the world to reflect on its current
state. It is theoretically sophisticated yet eminently readable, anchored in evaluation as it is
undertaken in a variety of domains. It is the kind of book that startles a little and makes you think. I
highly recommend it′ - Murray Saunders, University of Lancaster In this comprehensive handbook,
an examination of the complexities of contemporary evaluation contributes to the ongoing dialogue
that arises in professional efforts to evaluate people-related programs, policies and practices. The
SAGE Handbook of Evaluation is a unique and authoritative resource consisting of 25 chapters
covering a range of evaluation theories and techniques in a single, accessible volume. With
contributions from world-leading figures in their fields overseen by an eminent international



editorial board, this handbook is an extensive and user-friendly resource organised in four coherent
sections: Role and Purpose of Evaluation in Society; Evaluation as a Social Practice; The Practice of
Evaluation; Domains of Evaluation Practice. The Handbook of Evaluation is written for practicing
evaluators, academics, advanced postgraduate students and evaluation clients and offers a
definitive, benchmark statement on evaluation theory and practice for the first decades of the 21st
century.
  definition of evaluation in literature: A Companion to Literary Evaluation Richard Bradford,
Madelena Gonzalez, Kevin De Ornellas, 2024-03-21 The first critical survey of its kind devoted solely
to literary evaluation Companion to Literary Evaluation bridges the gap between the non-academic
literary world, where evaluation is deeply ingrained, and the world of academia, where evaluation is
rarely considered. Encouraging readers to formulate and articulate arguments that balance
instinctive judgment and reasoned assessment, this unique volume addresses key issues regarding
literary values from the perspective of analytical aesthetics and the philosophy of literature.
Bringing together a diverse panel of contributors, the Companion explores competing theories of
literary evaluation, the reasons for evaluating theater and lyric poetry in performance, the question
of value in literary theory, debates over Modernism's negative impact on literature, the possibility of
evaluating aesthetic beauty through scientific and formalist methods, the nature and status of
literary evaluation as a branch of criticism, aesthetics in applied and community theater, evaluation
outside academia, the perils of extreme relativism and subjectivism in literary evaluation, evaluation
in schools and much more. Contributors question and reassess the reputations of authors across the
canon, from Shakespeare and James Shirley to T S Eliot, Kathleen Raine, Virginia Woolf, Joyce and
Beckett amongst others. The Companion: Illustrates how seemingly divergent perspectives on the
artistic qualities and value of literature can sometimes overlap Covers the standard range of literary
genres, while including others such as unfinished novels, freelance journalism, and lyric poetry in
performance Offers methodologies that demonstrate why literature can be treated as something
different from other forms of language and therefore assessed as art Explores the importance of
maintaining clarity and specificity in the evaluation of literary works Companion to Literary
Evaluation is a must-read for undergraduates, research students, lecturers, and academics in search
of fresh perspectives on standard literary critical issues.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Evaluation Methods in Biomedical and Health
Informatics Charles P. Friedman, Jeremy C. Wyatt, Joan S. Ash, 2022-02-10 Heavily updated and
revised from the successful first edition Appeals to a wide range of informatics professionals, from
students to on-site medical information system administrators Includes case studies and real world
system evaluations References and self-tests for feedback and motivation after each chapter Great
for teaching purposes, the book is recommended for courses offered at universities such as
Columbia University Precise definition and use of terms
  definition of evaluation in literature: Literature Prentice Hall PTR, 1991
  definition of evaluation in literature: Evaluating e-Learning Rob Phillips, Carmel McNaught,
Gregor Kennedy, 2012-03-22 How can novice e-learning researchers and postgraduate learners
develop rigorous plans to study the effectiveness of technology-enhanced learning environments?
How can practitioners gather and portray evidence of the impact of e-learning? How can the average
educator who teaches online, without experience in evaluating emerging technologies, build on what
is successful and modify what is not? By unpacking the e-learning lifecycle and focusing on learning,
not technology, Evaluating e-Learning attempts to resolve some of the complexity inherent in
evaluating the effectiveness of e-learning. The book presents practical advice in the form of an
evaluation framework and a scaffolded approach to an e-learning research study, using
divide-and-conquer techniques to reduce complexity in both design and delivery. It adapts and builds
on familiar research methodology to offer a robust and accessible approach that can ensure effective
evaluation of a wide range of innovative initiatives, including those covered in other books in the
Connecting with e-Learning series. Readers will find this jargon-free guide is a must-have resource
that provides the proper tools for evaluating e-learning practices with ease.



  definition of evaluation in literature: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Educational Research,
Measurement, and Evaluation Bruce B. Frey, 2018-01-29 In an era of curricular changes and
experiments and high-stakes testing, educational measurement and evaluation is more important
than ever. In addition to expected entries covering the basics of traditional theories and methods,
other entries discuss important sociopolitical issues and trends influencing the future of that
research and practice. Textbooks, handbooks, monographs and other publications focus on various
aspects of educational research, measurement and evaluation, but to date, there exists no major
reference guide for students new to the field. This comprehensive work fills that gap, covering
traditional areas while pointing the way to future developments. Features: Nearly 700 signed entries
are contained in an authoritative work spanning four volumes and available in choice of electronic
and/or print formats. Although organized A-to-Z, front matter includes a Reader’s Guide grouping
entries thematically to help students interested in a specific aspect of education research,
measurement, and evaluation to more easily locate directly related entries. (For instance, sample
themes include Data, Evaluation, Measurement Concepts & Issues, Research, Sociopolitical Issues,
Standards.) Back matter includes a Chronology of the development of the field; a Resource Guide to
classic books, journals, and associations; and a detailed Index. Entries conclude with
References/Further Readings and Cross References to related entries. The Index, Reader’s Guide
themes, and Cross References will combine to provide robust search-and-browse in the e-version.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Meta-Ethnography George W. Noblit, R. Dwight Hare,
1988-02 How can ethnographic studies be generalized, in contrast to concentrating on the individual
case? Noblit and Hare propose a new method for synthesizing from qualitative studies:
meta-ethnography. After citing the criteria to be used in comparing qualitative research projects, the
authors define the ways these can then be aggregated to create more cogent syntheses of research.
Using examples from numerous studies ranging from ethnographic work in educational settings to
the Mead-Freeman controversy over Samoan youth, Meta-Ethnography offers useful procedural
advice from both comparative and cumulative analyses of qualitative data. This provocative volume
will be read with interest by researchers and students in qualitative research methods, ethnography,
education, sociology, and anthropology. After defining metaphor and synthesis, these authors
provide a step-by-step program that will allow the researcher to show similarity (reciprocal
translation), difference (refutation), or similarity at a higher level (lines or argument synthesis)
among sample studies....Contain(s) valuable strategies at a seldom-used level of analysis.
--Contemporary Sociology The authors made an important contribution by reframing how we think of
ethnography comparison in a way that is compatible with the new developments in interpretive
ethnography. Meta-Ethnography is well worth consulting for the problem definition it offers. --The
Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease This book had to be written and I am pleased it was.
Someone needed to break the ice and offer a strategy for summarizing multiple ethnographic
studies. Noblit and Hare have done a commendable job of giving the research community one
approach for doing so. Further, no one else can now venture into this area of synthesizing qualitative
studies without making references to and positioning themselves vis-a-vis this volume. -Educational
Studies
  definition of evaluation in literature: Evaluating Public Communication Jim Macnamara,
2017-09-05 Evaluating Public Communication addresses the widely reported lack of rigorous
outcome and impact-oriented evaluation in advertising; public relations; corporate, government,
political and organizational communication and specialist fields, such as health communication. This
transdisciplinary analysis integrates research literature from each of these fields of practice, as well
as interviews, content analysis and ethnography, to identify the latest models and approaches.
Chapters feature: • a review of 30 frameworks and models that inform processes for evaluation in
communication, including the latest recommendations of industry bodies, evaluation councils and
research institutes in several countries; • recommendations for standards based on contemporary
social science research and industry initiatives, such as the IPR Task Force on Standards and the
Coalition for Public Relations Research Standards; • an assessment of metrics that can inform



evaluation, including digital and social media metrics, 10 informal research methods and over 30
formal research methods for evaluating public communication; • evaluation of public communication
campaigns and projects in 12 contemporary case studies. Evaluating Public Communication provides
clear guidance on theory and practice for students, researchers and professionals in PR, advertising
and all fields of communication.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Encyclopedia of Evaluation Sandra Mathison, 2005 The
'Encyclopedia of Evaluation' recognises the growth of evaluation around the world & highlights all
the major contributions to the field. There are over 400 entries organised alphabetically.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Evaluating Evaluators Susan Harris-Huemmert,
2011-01-11 How do evaluators of higher education go about their work? How are groups of
evaluators put together? How do they reach consensus on the criteria of quality in the discipline or
degree programme under examination? What problems do evaluators encounter and how do they
resolve them? Susan Harris-Huemmert investigates these questions in this detailed case study of an
evaluation commission that inspected education departments in the German state of
Baden-Württemberg (universities and teacher-training colleges) during 2003/2004. This work takes
up not only topics germane to evaluators of higher education, but also illustrates the politics and
contextual issues surrounding the discipline of education in Germany during the first decade of the
21st century.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Empowerment Evaluation David M. Fetterman, Shakeh
J. Kaftarian, Abraham Wandersman, 1996 This outstanding group of evaluators from academia,
government, nonprofits, and foundations explores empowerment evaluation, a method for using
evaluation concepts, techniques, and findings to foster improvement and self-determination.
Empowerment Evaluation begins with an in-depth examination of this type of evaluation as it has
been adopted in academic and foundation settings. The book then focuses on the various contexts in
which empowerment evaluation is conducted, ranging from resistant environments (in which
significant effort is required to move from passive-compliance orientations) to responsive
environments (that already have a tradition of self-determination and community organizing).
Interesting highlights concerning the role empowerment evaluation has played in the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services' substance abuse prevention programs are detailed
throughout the book. The contributors also provide down-to-earth tools and technical assistance
needed to conduct empowerment evaluation. This volume concludes with themes that emerge from
the chapters and recommendations concerning next steps. This serves to strengthen the links
between empowerment evaluation and community capacity building. empow
  definition of evaluation in literature: A History of Histories of German Literature
Michael S. Batts, 1993 Knowledge of German literature is frequently based on the hundreds of
general histories of German literature that have been published since the genre first appeared at the
beginning of the nineteenth century. In A History of Histories of German Literature Michael Batts
attempts to describe the various forms which these histories took between 1835 and 1914, not only
in Germany but in other countries, and show how these forms developed.
  definition of evaluation in literature: World Bank Group Impact Evaluations World Bank,
2013-03-12 Over the past decade the development community has focused more on measuring
results, so the use of impact evaluations has expanded rapidly. IEG examines the relevance, quality,
and influence of World Bank and IFC impact evaluations.
  definition of evaluation in literature: The Palgrave Handbook of Public Administration and
Management in Europe Edoardo Ongaro, Sandra Van Thiel, 2017-11-27 This Handbook offers a
systematic review of state-of-the-art knowledge on public administration in Europe. Covering the
theoretical, epistemological and practical aspects of the field, it focuses on how public
administration operates and is studied in European countries. In sixty-three chapters, written by
leading scholars, this Handbook considers the uniqueness of the European situation through an
interdisciplinary and comparative lens, focusing on the administrative diversity which results from
the multiplicity of countries, languages, schools of thought and streams of investigation across



Europe. It addresses issues such as multi-level administration and governance, intensive cross
country cooperation in administrative reform policy, and public accountability under different
systems. It also considers the issue of welfare service delivery, at a time of major economic and
societal challenges, as well as understudied emerging issues like Islamic Public Administration and
the dynamics of public sector negotiations. With contributions from key experts in Public
Administration and Public Management, this cutting edge Handbook offers a significant contribution
to the field of comparative public administration, policy and management.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Designing Better Services Francesca Foglieni,
Beatrice Villari, Stefano Maffei, 2017-09-25 This book provides accessible, comprehensive guidance
on service design and enables practitioners approaching the discipline for the first time to develop
the strategic mindset needed to exploit its innovation potential. The opening chapters trace the
origins of service design and examine its links with service innovation, as well as its strategic role in
service organizations. It then offers step-by-step guidance on tackling a service design project,
explaining the main design elements and indications of various useful design tools. It also introduces
the topic of evaluation as a support practice in designing or redesigning better services, and
providing evidence concerning the value of service design interventions. The third chapter explores
how evaluation is currently approached in service design practice through the analysis of a number
of case studies. Based on these experiences it extensively discusses evaluation, with a particular
focus on service evaluation, and explains its importance in supporting service design and fostering
innovation throughout the service design process. Further it describes pragmatic directions for
setting up and conducting a service evaluation strategy. The concluding chapter uses an interpretive
model to summarize the role evaluation could have in service design practice and focuses on
interdisciplinary competences that need to be acquired by service designers in order to address the
evolution of the discipline. The novel approach adopted in the book fosters the growing interest in
design-driven service innovation and assists in realizing its full potential in both the private and the
public sector.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Theory of Literature Rene Wellek, Austin Warren,
2024-04-02 Theory of Literature was born from the collaboration of Ren Wellek, a Vienna-born
student of Prague School linguistics, and Austin Warren, an independently minded old New Critic.
Unlike many other textbooks of its era, however, this classic kowtows to no dogma and toes no party
line. Wellek and Warren looked at literature as both a social product--influenced by politics,
economics, etc.--as well as a self-contained system of formal structures. Incorporating examples
from Aristotle to Coleridge, written in clear, uncondescending prose, Theory of Literature is a work
which, especially in its suspicion of simplistic explanations and its distrust of received wisdom,
remains extremely relevant to the study of literature today.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Framework for Determining Research Gaps
During Systematic Review U. S. Department of Health and Human Services, Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality, 2013-03-23 The identification of gaps from systematic reviews is
essential to the practice of ''evidence-based research.'' Health care research should begin and end
with a systematic review. A comprehensive and explicit consideration of the existing evidence is
necessary for the identification and development of an unanswered and answerable question, for the
design of a study most likely to answer that question, and for the interpretation of the results of the
study. In a systematic review, the consideration of existing evidence often highlights important areas
where deficiencies in information limit our ability to make decisions. We define a research gap as a
topic or area for which missing or inadequate information limits the ability of reviewers to reach a
conclusion for a given question. A research gap may be further developed, such as through
stakeholder engagement in prioritization, into research needs. Research needs are those areas
where the gaps in the evidence limit decision making by patients, clinicians, and policy makers. A
research gap may not be a research need if filling the gap would not be of use to stakeholders that
make decisions in health care. The clear and explicit identification of research gaps is a necessary
step in developing a research agenda. Evidence reports produced by Evidence-based Practice



Centers (EPCs) have always included a future research section. However, in contrast to the explicit
and transparent steps taken in the completion of a systematic review, there has not been a
systematic process for the identification of research gaps. We developed a framework to
systematically identify research gaps from systematic reviews. This framework facilitates the
classification of where the current evidence falls short and why the evidence falls short. The
framework included two elements: (1) the characterization the gaps and (2) the identification and
classification of the reason(s) for the research gap. The PICOS structure (Population, Intervention,
Comparison, Outcome and Setting) was used in this framework to describe questions or parts of
questions inadequately addressed by the evidence synthesized in the systematic review. The issue of
timing, sometimes included as PICOTS, was considered separately for Intervention, Comparison, and
Outcome. The PICOS elements were the only sort of framework we had identified in an audit of
existing methods for the identification of gaps used by EPCs and other related organizations (i.e.,
health technology assessment organizations). We chose to use this structure as it is one familiar to
EPCs, and others, in developing questions. It is not only important to identify research gaps but also
to determine how the evidence falls short, in order to maximally inform researchers, policy makers,
and funders on the types of questions that need to be addressed and the types of studies needed to
address these questions. Thus, the second element of the framework was the classification of the
reasons for the existence of a research gap. For each research gap, the reason(s) that most preclude
conclusions from being made in the systematic review is chosen by the review team completing the
framework. To leverage work already being completed by review teams, we mapped the reasons for
research gaps to concepts from commonly used evidence grading systems. Our objective in this
project was to complete two types of further evaluation: (1) application of the framework across a
larger sample of existing systematic reviews in different topic areas, and (2) implementation of the
framework by EPCs. These two objectives were used to evaluate the framework and instructions for
usability and to evaluate the application of the framework by others, outside of our EPC, including as
part of the process of completing an EPC report. Our overall goal was to produce a revised
framework with guidance that could be used by EPCs to explicitly identify research gaps from
systematic reviews.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Municipal Territorial Reforms of the 21st Century in
Europe Paweł Swianiewicz, Adam Gendźwiłł, Kurt Houlberg, Jan Erling Klausen, 2022-01-31 This
book provides a comprehensive and up-to-date picture of territorial change on the municipal level
across all European countries. Taking a thematic and comparative perspective, the book builds on
extensive quantitative data and a large survey of academic experts in 33 European countries.
Territorial organisation of the municipal level in Europe is strongly diversified and yet far from
stable. Politically speaking, territorial reforms tend to be risky and difficult, as such changes affect
vital interests and identities. Despite such difficulties, the last two decades have witnessed
considerable changes in territorial divisions at the municipal level across a range of European
countries. In this book, the authors describe and analyse these changes comprehensively, making a
vital contribution to understanding the reasons and dynamics of territorial reform processes. This
book will be of key interest to scholars, students and practitioners in local or sub-national
government, institutional design and more broadly to political science, public administration/policy,
human geography, sociology and economics.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Evaluation Theory, Models, and Applications Daniel L.
Stufflebeam, Chris L. S. Coryn, 2014-10-13 The golden standard evaluation reference text Now in its
second edition, Evaluation Theory, Models, and Applications is the vital text on evaluation models,
perfect for classroom use as a textbook, and as a professional evaluation reference. The book begins
with an overview of the evaluation field and program evaluation standards, and proceeds to cover
the most widely used evaluation approaches. With new evaluation designs and the inclusion of the
latest literature from the field, this Second Edition is an essential update for professionals and
students who want to stay current. Understanding and choosing evaluation approaches is critical to
many professions, and Evaluation Theory, Models, and Applications, Second Edition is the



benchmark evaluation guide. Authors Daniel L. Stufflebeam and Chris L. S. Coryn, widely considered
experts in the evaluation field, introduce and describe 23 program evaluation approaches, including,
new to this edition, transformative evaluation, participatory evaluation, consumer feedback, and
meta-analysis. Evaluation Theory, Models, and Applications, Second Edition facilitates the process of
planning, conducting, and assessing program evaluations. The highlighted evaluation approaches
include: Experimental and quasi-experimental design evaluations Daniel L. Stufflebeam's CIPP
Model Michael Scriven's Consumer-Oriented Evaluation Michael Patton's Utilization-Focused
Evaluation Robert Stake's Responsive/Stakeholder-Centered Evaluation Case Study Evaluation Key
readings listed at the end of each chapter direct readers to the most important references for each
topic. Learning objectives, review questions, student exercises, and instructor support materials
complete the collection of tools. Choosing from evaluation approaches can be an overwhelming
process, but Evaluation Theory, Models, and Applications, Second Edition updates the core
evaluation concepts with the latest research, making this complex field accessible in just one book.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Utilization-Focused Evaluation Michael Quinn Patton,
2008-06-18 The Fourth Edition of the bestselling Utilization-Focused Evaluation provides expert,
detailed advice on conducting program evaluations from one of leading experts. Chock full of useful
pedagogy—including a unique utilization-focused evaluation checklist—this book presents Michael
Quinn Patton′s distinctive opinions based on more than thirty years of experience. Key Features of
the Fourth Edition Provides thoroughly updated materials including more international content; new
references; new exhibits and sidebars; and new examples, stories, and cartoons Includes follow-up
exercises at the end of each chapter Features a utilization-focused evaluation checklist Gives greater
emphasis on mixed methods Analyzes the pluses and minuses of the increased emphasis on
accountability and performance measurement in government at all levels Details the explosion of
international evaluation Intended Audience Both theoretical and practical, this core text is an
essential resource for students enrolled in Program Evaluation courses in a variety of
disciplines—including public administration, government, social sciences, education, and
management. Practitioners will also find this text invaluable.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Qualitative Research In Health Care Holloway,
Immy, 2005-06-01 This edited text on qualitative research methods in health is aimed at a
multi-professional, multi-disciplinary audience. It explains qualitative methods applied specifically to
health care research and draws extensively on European examples.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Literary Translation Research in China Roberto A.
Valdeón, Youbin Zhao, 2023-05-22 This book provides an overview of the research carried out by
Chinese scholars in the field of literary translation. Although literary translation accounts for a small
percentage of the translations produced every year, the interest into its cultural and historical
significance continues to attract the interest of academics, notably in China. The contributors to the
book engage in theoretical discussions, compare source and target texts, discuss the role of
patronage and analyze the translation of unique cultural artefacts such as Chinese calligraphy. Their
approaches range from the use of corpus-based studies to the use of mixed quantitative and
qualitative methods to compare readers' views. This book will be of interest to researchers and
advanced students of Linguistics, Literature, Translation Studies, and Cultural Studies. It was
originally published as a special issue of the journal Perspectives: Studies in Translation Theory and
Practice.
  definition of evaluation in literature: The Volunteer Management Handbook Tracy D.
Connors, 2011-09-23 Completely revised and expanded, the ultimate guide to starting—and
keeping—an active and effective volunteer program Drawing on the experience and expertise of
recognized authorities on nonprofit organizations, The Volunteer Management Handbook, Second
Edition is the only guide you need for establishing and maintaining an active and effective volunteer
program. Written by nonprofit leader Tracy Connors, this handy reference offers practical guidance
on such essential issues as motivating people to volunteer their time and services, recruitment, and
more. Up-to-date and practical, this is the essential guide to managing your nonprofit's most



important resource: its volunteers. Now covers volunteer demographics, volunteer program leaders
and managers, policy making and implementation, planning and staff analysis, recruiting,
interviewing and screening volunteers, orienting and training volunteers, and much more
Up-to-date, practical guidance for the major areas of volunteer leadership and management Explores
volunteers and the law: liabilities, immunities, and responsibilities Designed to help nonprofit
organizations survive and thrive, The Volunteer Management Handbook, Second Edition is an
indispensable reference that is unsurpassed in both the breadth and depth of its coverage.
  definition of evaluation in literature: Project and Policy Evaluation in Transport Liana Giorgi,
Alan Pearman, Annuradha Tandon, Dimitrios Tsamboulas, 2017-11-22 This title was first published
in 2002: There is a multitude of assessment methods available for analyzing and reporting on the
impacts of policies, all with different underlying assumptions and a wide range of criteria. Since the
1950s, much research has gone into creating guidelines for policy analysis, yet only a small
percentage of evaluation has been carried out on transport policy - and none by political scientists or
social policy specialists. The editors of this volume recognize that European integration has seen a
drive to bring policy evaluation on to the transport agenda and has increased demands for ’strategic
assessments’. It has become apparent that to gain a fuller understanding of the success of a
transport programme, a much more complex combination of analytical methods must be used, and a
set of guidelines specifically for the field of transport must be developed. This book achieves this by
bringing together a multidisciplinary team of analysts from throughout the EU to discuss in a much
broader way the various types of assessment methods and how they can best be used to evaluate
transport programmes and systems, both individually and in combination.
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