
detroit lions jersey number history
detroit lions jersey number history is a fascinating topic that uncovers the legacy, traditions, and
memorable moments behind the numbers worn by Detroit Lions players throughout NFL history.
This comprehensive article explores the evolution of jersey numbers, the stories behind iconic digits,
the rules and changes that shaped numbering conventions, and how fans relate to their favorite
players through their numbers. We delve into notable retired numbers, legendary Lions whose
jerseys became synonymous with greatness, and the patterns that defined different eras. Whether
you’re a devoted Lions fan, a sports history enthusiast, or simply curious about the significance of
jersey numbers, this article provides an insightful journey through the unique heritage of the Detroit
Lions and their jersey number history. Continue reading to discover the origins, milestones, and
cultural impact of the numbers that have adorned the Honolulu blue and silver for generations.
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Origins of Detroit Lions Jersey Numbers

Early Adoption and Historical Context

The history of Detroit Lions jersey numbers dates back to the team’s founding in 1930, originally as
the Portsmouth Spartans before relocating to Detroit in 1934. Early NFL teams, including the Lions,
did not always adhere to strict numbering conventions. Initially, numbers served to help fans and
officials distinguish players on the field, but there was no standardization. Over time, as the NFL
grew, jersey numbers became an essential part of team identity and player recognition.

Significance of Numbers for Player Roles

In the early years, numbers were sometimes assigned at random or based on personal preference.
As the game evolved, certain numbers began to align more closely with specific positions, such as
lower numbers for quarterbacks and higher numbers for linemen. For the Detroit Lions, this gradual



shift mirrored broader league trends, with numbers becoming a visual shorthand for player roles
and responsibilities on the field.

Evolution of Jersey Number Rules in the NFL

Standardization of Numbering by Position

The NFL introduced formal jersey numbering rules in 1952 to create consistency across all teams,
including the Detroit Lions. These guidelines assigned specific number ranges to certain positions,
such as 1–19 for quarterbacks and kickers, 20–49 for running backs and defensive backs, and higher
numbers for linemen and linebackers. This move helped fans, coaches, and officials quickly identify
player roles during games and contributed to the overall professionalism of the league.

Rule Changes and Modern Adjustments

Over the decades, the NFL has periodically updated its numbering rules. Recent changes have
allowed greater flexibility, enabling players of certain positions to choose numbers previously
reserved for others. For the Detroit Lions, these adjustments have led to new traditions and the
emergence of standout players in numbers that were once unusual for their roles, adding new
chapters to the franchise’s jersey number history.

1952: Initial position-based numbering rules established

1973: Expanded ranges for wide receivers and defensive backs

2021: Increased flexibility for linebackers, defensive backs, and running backs

Iconic Detroit Lions Jersey Numbers and Their Legends

Barry Sanders and the Legacy of #20

One of the most famous jersey numbers in Detroit Lions history is #20, worn by legendary running
back Barry Sanders. Sanders dazzled fans throughout the 1990s with his agility, vision, and
electrifying runs, making the number synonymous with greatness in Detroit. The legacy of #20
extends beyond Sanders, as notable Lions defensive backs like Lem Barney and Billy Sims also wore
the number, cementing its mythic status.



Bobby Layne and the Impact of #22

Quarterback Bobby Layne’s tenure with the Lions in the 1950s brought prominence to #22. Layne
led the team to multiple championships, and his gritty leadership and clutch performances made his
jersey number a symbol of Detroit’s golden era. Fans continue to associate #22 with the winning
spirit and resilience that defined Layne’s legacy.

Other Legendary Numbers

Several other jersey numbers have become iconic in Lions history due to the achievements of star
players. These include #81, worn by Calvin Johnson, known as “Megatron,” one of the most
dominant wide receivers in NFL history; #56, associated with linebacker Chris Spielman’s hard-
nosed defense; and #44, made famous by fullback Mike Lucci. Each number carries stories of
excellence, record-breaking performances, and unforgettable moments that form the backbone of
Detroit Lions jersey number history.

#20 – Barry Sanders, Lem Barney, Billy Sims1.

#22 – Bobby Layne2.

#81 – Calvin Johnson3.

#56 – Chris Spielman4.

#44 – Mike Lucci5.

Retired Numbers and Their Stories

The Tradition of Honoring Legends

Retiring jersey numbers is one of the highest honors an NFL franchise can bestow, and the Detroit
Lions have a rich tradition of celebrating their legends in this way. Retired numbers serve as lasting
tributes to players whose impact transcended statistics and helped shape the identity of the team.
These numbers are no longer issued to new players, ensuring that the legacy of the honorees
endures for generations.

List of Retired Detroit Lions Numbers

The Detroit Lions have retired several numbers in recognition of their greatest players. These
include #7 (Dutch Clark), #20 (Lem Barney, Billy Sims, Barry Sanders), and #56 (Joe Schmidt).



Each retirement ceremony is a momentous occasion, reflecting the deep connection between the
franchise, its history, and the city of Detroit.

#7 – Dutch Clark

#20 – Lem Barney, Billy Sims, Barry Sanders

#56 – Joe Schmidt

Jersey Number Trends Across Eras

Patterns of Number Assignments

Throughout its history, the Detroit Lions have seen shifts in jersey number trends that reflect
changes in the sport and the league’s rules. In earlier decades, numbers were less strictly tied to
positions, with some players switching numbers throughout their careers. As rules became more
rigid, patterns emerged, such as quarterbacks consistently wearing numbers in the single digits or
teens and linebackers favoring numbers in the 50s.

Influence of Player Preferences and Superstitions

Many Lions players have chosen their jersey numbers based on personal meaning, family traditions,
or superstitions. Some numbers have gained popularity due to the success of previous wearers,
while others have become associated with specific roles or playing styles. These preferences
contribute to the evolving tapestry of Detroit Lions jersey number history and help define each era of
Lions football.

Fan Culture and the Significance of Jersey Numbers

Jersey Numbers as Symbols of Loyalty

For Detroit Lions fans, jersey numbers are more than just identifiers—they are powerful symbols of
loyalty, pride, and connection to the team’s history. Wearing a replica jersey with a favorite number
allows fans to honor their heroes and relive unforgettable moments. Iconic numbers like #20 and
#81 have become staples in Detroit sports culture, with fans passing down jerseys through
generations.



Collecting and Memorabilia Trends

Jersey number history plays a significant role in sports memorabilia collecting. Authentic game-worn
jerseys, especially those featuring legendary numbers, are highly sought after by collectors. The
demand for unique numbers, limited editions, and commemorative items reflects the enduring
impact of jersey numbers on the fan experience and the legacy of Detroit Lions players.

Current Jersey Number Assignments and Patterns

Roster Trends in Recent Seasons

The current Detroit Lions roster showcases a blend of traditional and modern jersey number choices.
New rule flexibility has allowed players to pick numbers that reflect personal meaning or pay
homage to past greats. Observing the roster reveals trends in position-based assignments, as well as
emerging preferences among younger players.

Emerging Stars and Future Legends

As new stars join the Detroit Lions, their jersey number choices add fresh chapters to the franchise’s
history. Fans eagerly watch for the next breakout player whose number will become iconic,
continuing the tradition of memorable moments and legendary performances tied to jersey numbers.
The story of Detroit Lions jersey number history is ongoing, shaped by every touchdown, tackle, and
milestone reached by those wearing the Honolulu blue and silver.

Questions & Answers About Detroit Lions Jersey
Number History

Q: When did the Detroit Lions first start using numbered
jerseys?
A: The Detroit Lions began using numbered jerseys in the 1930s, following early NFL practices to
help fans and officials identify players on the field.

Q: Which Detroit Lions jersey numbers are retired?
A: The Detroit Lions have officially retired #7 (Dutch Clark), #20 (Lem Barney, Billy Sims, Barry
Sanders), and #56 (Joe Schmidt).



Q: What is the most iconic jersey number in Detroit Lions
history?
A: #20 is widely regarded as the most iconic Detroit Lions jersey number, worn by Lem Barney, Billy
Sims, and Barry Sanders.

Q: How have NFL rules affected Detroit Lions jersey numbers?
A: NFL rules introduced standardized jersey numbering by position in 1952 and have since evolved,
allowing greater flexibility for certain positions, which has influenced the Lions’ number
assignments.

Q: Why are some jersey numbers never issued again by the
Detroit Lions?
A: Jersey numbers are retired to honor legendary players whose impact and contributions to the
franchise are considered irreplaceable.

Q: Which Lions player made #81 famous?
A: Wide receiver Calvin Johnson, known as "Megatron," made #81 famous with his record-breaking
performances and athletic dominance.

Q: Can current Detroit Lions players choose any jersey
number?
A: Players must follow NFL rules for jersey numbers by position, but recent changes have given
them more choices than in previous decades.

Q: How do fans celebrate Detroit Lions jersey numbers?
A: Fans show their support by wearing replica jerseys, collecting memorabilia, and sharing stories
about players associated with their favorite numbers.

Q: Are retired numbers ever reused by the Detroit Lions?
A: Retired numbers are not reissued, preserving the legacy of the honored players and maintaining a
tradition of respect within the franchise.

Q: What trends are emerging in current Detroit Lions jersey
number assignments?
A: Recent trends include younger players choosing numbers with personal significance and paying



tribute to past Lions stars, contributing to the evolving history of the team’s jersey numbers.
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Detroit Lions Jersey Number History: A Deep Dive into
the Numbers

For decades, the Detroit Lions have captivated fans with their thrilling gameplay and iconic players.
But beyond the touchdowns and tackles, there's a fascinating story woven into the fabric of the
team: the history of their jersey numbers. This post delves deep into the fascinating world of Detroit
Lions jersey number history, exploring the significance of certain numbers, the players who made
them legendary, and the evolution of number assignments throughout the team's existence. Get
ready for a nostalgic journey through time, as we uncover the stories behind the numbers worn by
some of the Lions' greatest legends.

The Early Days: Humble Beginnings and Numbering
Systems (Pre-1960s)

The early years of the Detroit Lions, like many NFL teams, lacked the structured jersey number
system we see today. Number assignments were often less formalized, with players often choosing
numbers based on availability or personal preference. Unfortunately, detailed records from this era
are scarce, making it challenging to definitively trace the history of specific numbers in the team's
infancy. This period represents a largely undocumented chapter in the Lions' jersey number history,
leaving room for speculation and further research by dedicated fans and historians.

The Rise of Iconic Numbers: The 1960s-1980s

The 1960s marked a shift toward more standardized number assignments in the NFL. This decade
and the following two saw the emergence of several iconic numbers and the players who made them
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synonymous with Lions football. While comprehensive records weren't always meticulously kept,
certain numbers began to carry weight, associated with specific positions and exceptional players.

The Quarterback Legacy: Numbers 7, 10, and 16

Numbers like 10 (often associated with quarterbacks) began to carry a legacy. While pinpointing
exact players who first wore these numbers in the Detroit Lions lineup is difficult due to limited
historical data accessibility, tracing the evolution of these numbers through later decades reveals a
more complete picture of their significance. Researching yearbooks, game programs, and newspaper
archives helps piece together the puzzle.

Running Back Royalty: Numbers 20, 21, and 34

Similarly, numbers often associated with running backs – such as 20, 21, and 34 – started to gain
prominence. These numbers gradually became linked to players who excelled in the running game,
building their reputation and consequently the number's importance within the Lions' history.
Analyzing statistics and comparing player performance against their jersey numbers can offer
valuable insights.

The Modern Era: Number Retirements and Continued
Significance (1990s-Present)

The late 20th and early 21st centuries saw a more formalized approach to number assignments and
the introduction of retired numbers, acknowledging the indelible contributions of legendary players.
This period offers more accessible data, enabling a more detailed examination of number usage and
their association with specific players.

Number Retirement: A Testament to Legacy

The retirement of certain jersey numbers signifies a lasting recognition of a player's impact on the
franchise and the hearts of Lions fans. This practice solidifies the significance of specific numbers,
associating them inextricably with particular players and their achievements.



The Influence of Modern Marketing: Jersey Sales and Player
Popularity

The modern era also introduces the influence of marketing and jersey sales on the perceived
significance of specific numbers. Highly popular players, regardless of their historical context, can
significantly elevate the demand and desirability of their number.

Uncovering the Mysteries: Researching Detroit Lions
Jersey Number History

Accessing and analyzing historical records remains crucial for comprehensively understanding the
Detroit Lions jersey number history. This requires meticulous research utilizing diverse sources,
including:

Team Archives: The Lions' official archives (if accessible) hold valuable information.
Newspaper Archives: Historical newspapers often included detailed game reports with player
numbers.
Yearbooks and Program Books: These sources provide valuable snapshots of player rosters with
their corresponding numbers.
Online Databases: Sites dedicated to sports statistics and history can offer helpful information.
Fan Forums and Communities: Engagement with passionate fans can often lead to valuable insights
and overlooked details.

This investigative approach ensures a more thorough and accurate understanding of the history
behind the numbers.

Conclusion

The history of jersey numbers in the Detroit Lions is a rich tapestry woven with the achievements
and personalities of generations of players. While some historical details remain elusive, the journey
to uncover this history is as rewarding as the discoveries themselves. By combining meticulous
research with an appreciation for the legacy of the Lions, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the
significance of the numbers worn by these iconic athletes.

FAQs



1. Has the Detroit Lions organization formally retired any jersey numbers? Yes, although the number
is relatively small compared to some other teams. The exact numbers and reasons for retirement
should be confirmed through official team channels.

2. Are there any unofficial "legacy" numbers associated with specific positions in Detroit Lions
history? Yes, certain numbers have become informally associated with particular positions due to the
success of players who wore them. These associations are often based on long-standing fan
perception and anecdotal evidence.

3. Where can I find detailed rosters of Detroit Lions teams throughout history, including player
jersey numbers? Extensive research across online databases dedicated to sports statistics, historical
team archives, and newspaper archives is required.

4. How has the influence of merchandising impacted the popularity of certain jersey numbers in
recent years? Popular modern players wearing specific numbers can dramatically increase the
demand for jerseys bearing those numbers.

5. What are the challenges in researching the early years of Detroit Lions jersey number history?
Limited record-keeping in the early years of the NFL makes it challenging to accurately track
number assignments for the Lions' earliest teams.

  detroit lions jersey number history: Detroit Lions Luke Hanlon, 2024-08-01 This book offers
an exciting look at the Detroit Lions, from the legends of the past to the superstars of today. Short
paragraphs provide easy-to-read text, while vivid photographs make the book engaging and
accessible.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Numberpedia Herb W. Reich, 2011-01-02 What does
the number 67 mean to you? Do you associate it with a year? After all, 1967 was the year The
Beatles released both Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band and Magical Mystery Tour. It was also
the year the first Super Bowl was held and in which Ernesto “Che” Guevara was executed. But
maybe the year 1967 isn’t the first thing that comes to your mind. Maybe when you think about the
number 67, you think of the . . . Age of George Washington at the time of his death, on December 14,
1799. Atomic number of the chemical element holmium, symbol Ho. Number of counties in each of
the states of Alabama, Florida, and Pennsylvania. Most doubles hit in a season in Major League
Baseball history (Earl Webb, Boston Red Sox, 1931). Number worn by partners Jane Fonda and
Michael Sarrazin in the dance marathon scene in the 1969 film They Shoot Horses, Don’t They?
Estimate number of miles, in millions, from Venus to the sun In Numberpedia, author Herb Reich
examines all of the random, seemingly unrelated trivia related to numbers 1 to 100 in painstaking
detail, revealing lore, myths, and every bizarre factoid you’d ever want to know about those
numbers—except, of course, those concerning math.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Dutch Clark Chris Willis, 2012-06-01 In 1963, 17 charter
members were inducted into the newly established Pro Football Hall of Fame. Joining the likes of
Red Grange, Bronko Nagurski, George Halas, and Sammy Baugh was Detroit Lions quarterback
Dutch Clark. A bona fide superstar for the NFL in the 1930s, Clark led the Lions to success on the
gridiron and helped establish the NFL in one of America’s most passionate sports cities. Throughout
his seven-year NFL career (1931–1932, 1934–1938), Clark was selected first team NFL All-Pro six
times, led the league in scoring three times, was team captain of the Detroit Lions, and helped the
Lions win the 1935 NFL Championship in their second season in Detroit. The triple-threat star could
do everything—he could run, he could pass, and he could kick. In Dutch Clark: The Life of an NFL
Legend and the Birth of the Detroit Lions, Chris Willis tells the remarkable story of an athlete from a
small town in Colorado who would become one of the NFL’s greatest players. To recount the story of



this sports pioneer, Willis had complete cooperation from the Clark family and unlimited access to
personal letters, the Dutch Clark Scrapbooks, and family photos. Appendixes include Clark’s football
statistics and a list of his honors and awards. Supplemented with archival interviews,
never-before-seen photos, newspaper quotes, and anecdotes, Dutch Clark tells the rags-to-riches
story of one of the NFL’s first stars.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Bears by the Numbers Lew Freedman, 2017-09-05 What
do Al Campana, Frank Dempsey, Stan Wallace, Don Mullins, Gale Sayers, and Steve Trimble all have
in common? They all wore number 40 for the Chicago Bears, even though more than four decades
passed between the last time Campana last pulled on his jersey and the number was retired for
Sayers in 1994 (along with 51 for Dick Butkus). Since the Chicago Bears first adopted uniform
numbers in 1932, the team has handed out only 99 numbers to more than 1,000 players. That’s a lot
of overlap. It also makes for a lot of good stories. Bears by the Numbers tells those stories for every
Bear since ’32, from Red Grange to Pernell McPhee. This book lists the players alphabetically and by
number; these biographies help trace the history of one of football’s oldest and most beloved teams
in a new way. For Bears fans, anyone who ever wore the uniform is like family. Bears by the
Numbers reintroduces readers to some of their long-lost ancestors, even those they think they
already know.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Collecting Historical Autographs Ron Keurajian,
2016-11-19 Collecting autographs is a time-honored avocation that has exploded in popularity in
recent years, creating a new industry with millions of autographed items for sale online. Coveted
signatures include those of United States presidents, Civil War officers, World War II heroes,
classical music composers and baseball stars. It has been estimated that 90 percent of historical
autographs on the market today are forgeries. This book is a definitive guide to signature
authentication for experts and beginners alike. Numerous illustrations of both genuine and forged
signatures are included, from Ty Cobb to Abraham Lincoln to Isaac Newton to Neil Armstrong.
Detailed descriptions of common forgeries are given, enabling collectors to make direct
comparisons.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Charlie Sanders's Tales from the Detroit Lions Charlie
Sanders, 2005 Often when friends get together at home or perhaps at a sports bar on a Sunday
afternoon during football season they'll trade interesting short stories about the game, acquired
from memory or from reading. It's not necessarily a competition, but rather a way to impress others
with what they believe is their wealth of knowledge. When it comes to swapping anecdotes about the
Detroit Lions, even today's generation is going to know about some of the tales that have been
handed down over the years about fabled quarterback Bobby Lane, or defensive tackle Alex Karras,
or other legends who have worn the Honolulu blue and silver of that National Football League team
that's been around for more than 70 years. To be sure, there are interesting anecdotes about some
of the familiar faces from generations ago, and some from more recent stars, but what of the more
obscure Lions? Many players, as well as coaches and officials, long lost to memory were rife with
off-the-wall experiences worthy of any barroom or recreation room chips and beer party. Charlie
Sanders's Tales from the Lions Sidelines records some of those anecdotes for posterity before they
evaporate into the abyss of history. Many of the tales told here are first-hand from the memory of the
great former Lions tight end. Some, also, are from the memory and records of coauthor Larry
Paladino, a veteran sports writer who covered the Lions for a dozen years for the Associated Press
and then for numerous sports publications. But perhaps the most interesting anecdotes--some funny,
some serious, some sad--are the ones discovered through research in the old, crumbling pages of
Lions' yearly newspaper scrapbooks. Regardless of what tales peak theinterests of readers, we're
certain there is a lot to fascinate--and to pass on--for those who read Sanders's tales.
  detroit lions jersey number history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2008-2009 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2008-08-04 The result of 15 years of exhaustive research, this
work is the definitive statistical and factual reference for everything related to college football in the
past 50 years.



  detroit lions jersey number history: Football's Most Wanted™ II Walter J. Harvey, 2006-10-01
Readers will score a touchdown at their tailgate parties with Football’s Most Wanted™ II: The Top
10 Book of More Bruising Backs, Savage Sacks, and Gridiron Oddities by Walter Harvey. With fun
facts and amazing anecdotes from professional and college football, it’s sure to delight fans new and
old while presenting a wealth of interesting and amusing tidbits and trivia. Harvey takes over in the
second half after a stellar performance by the starter, Football’s Most Wanted™, and is poised to
lead your team to victory. With more than fifty additional top-ten lists on a plethora of pigskin
possibilities, there’s something here for everybody. Harvey includes information on some of the
greatest gridiron rivalries, amazing football streaks and records, the youngest coaches and oldest
players, famous and defunct college football bowls, coaches who both excelled and failed when
making the jump from college to the pros, and the most entertaining touchdown celebrations. He
touches on footballers who go into commercials, introduces the famous “other halves” of football
players, and even details ten of the longest scoring plays in NFL history. Football’s Most Wanted™
II: The Top 10 Book of More Bruising Backs, Savage Sacks, and Gridiron Oddities is a sure score for
every fan.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Detroit Lions Matt Tustison, 2010-09-01 Get your football
fanatic readers into the action. Inside the NFL uses chronological narratives to tell the beginnings of
the Detroit Lions, relate the greatest and lowest moments of the team, introduce the best players
and coaches, and share other fun facts that help round out Lions' history. Mini-biographies, sidebars,
fun facts, fantastic quotes, and full-color, action-packed photographs will bring the NFL to your
library.
  detroit lions jersey number history: A History of NFL Preseason and Exhibition Games Mark
L. Ford, 2014-09-24 For fans of professional football who thought they had read everything about
the history of the game, Mark L. Ford breaks new ground with this account of the NFL preseason.
Described as “test labs” by Ford, the preseason games are a time for trying out new strategies,
considering future rule changes, and implementing television coverage innovations. For thousands
of players who vie for a spot in the league every summer, the preseason is also the defining moment
where careers can be made or broken. A History of NFL Preseason and Exhibition Games: 1960 to
1985 is one of two books by Ford on professional football’s preseason. Along with its companion
volume—which covers 1986 to 2013—this resource provides information on every NFL and AFL
preseason game played since the AFL was launched in 1960. All the interesting events and people
that were part of these summer battles are detailed, as well as the first outings for new teams, new
rules, and new stars. In addition, Ford includes amusing anecdotes and mishaps, such as a 1972
game that was lost because the players wore the wrong shoes. Throughout the book, Ford recounts
key off-season developments that would transform professional football from a modest enterprise
into a global monopoly with annual revenues and assets worth billions. A History of NFL Preseason
and Exhibition Games is a unique and important reference for pro football fans and cultural
historians alike.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Tailgater's Guide to SEC Football Chris Warner,
2000-08-09 The definitive guide to the nation's toughest football conference; the Bible of SEC
Football, the fascinating history of the nation's toughest football conference told by one of the best
storytellers In the business, Dr. Chris Warner. Tailgater’s Guide to SEC Football Volume V – The
definitive guide to the history and traditions of the 14 schools of the Southeastern Conference
(2020). Contains profiles of great players and coaches, school histories, recipes, famous alumni,
where to shop and golf, etc. The Bible of SEC Football. $15.95 Paperback, 320 pages. Synopsis:
“Dan Jenkins, author and sportswriter, simply summed up the popularity of the game of football in
the South with the following statement: “To Southerners, football is as essential as air conditioning.”
The irreplaceable “Voice of the Volunteers” on radio during the 1950’s, George Mooney, once stated,
“…No matter where I was broadcasting from, I found the fans in the South to be knowledgeable,
fair—and yes, loud and frenzied. They are very proud of their rich football heritage. And they are
very proud of their schools, their teams—and the deep pride that goes with being from the South.”



Late legendary college football commenter Keith Jackson, in describing the SEC Football experience,
once aptly stated that” …there are few instances of alleged entertainment and relaxation that can
match a college football game in stirring the deepest flames of partisanship and outright
provincialism. And down South you can color that partisanship passionate!” Southeastern
Conference Football is the paragon of the college athletic experience. During its storied, 87-year
existence, the SEC has evolved into the most impressive league of organized, intercollegiate gridiron
competition in the history of the United States. No other Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) conference
can boast of the many accolades and attendance records that the SEC currently holds. Furthermore,
the Southeastern Conference has produced more All-American football players than any other
conference. This book is dedicated to all the Southern people who live for Saturdays in the fall, for
those individuals who plan their business and personal engagements around their favorite team’s
football schedule; for those who always experience a rise in their body temperature when they enter
the stadium; for those who shed a tear during the singing of their alma mater; and especially, for
those who know all the words to their school’s fight song. It is for the people who wake up early on
Sunday morning after a win so they can read each and every one of the sports columns about the
game they witnessed the day before. It is for all those who enjoy good company and good food in the
parking lot before the game, as much, and if not more, than the food and company at a fancy
restaurant. These things that we hold dear – all true SEC fans know and love, and look forward to
each autumn. It’s that time of year when the heated summer temperatures begin to fade and yield to
colder days, when the leaves begin to change color, and when the youthful partisan spirit within us
all crackles like the kindling of a well-planned winter fire.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Heritage Sports Dallas Signature Auction Catalog #704
Ivy Press, 2006-03
  detroit lions jersey number history: Detroit Lions John Nichols, 2000 Traces the history of
the team from its beginnings through 1999.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Hawkeye Greats, By the Numbers L. Hammes, N.
Rozendaal; K. Hammes, 2010-10-21 Hawkeye Greats, By the Numbers features prominent Hawkeye
football and men’s basketball players by their jersey numbers, and it’s bound to be a hit with
Hawkeye fans as they recall all the fine players in Iowa football and men’s basketball history who
wore those numbers. - Ron Gonder I think it’s marvelous how you are arranging Hawkeye Greats, By
the Numbers. So often books in this genre are arranged by a ranking with no historical significance,
and I’m glad to see a book with a truly unique approach.” - University of Iowa Press
  detroit lions jersey number history: Right on the Numbers Nino Frostino, 2004 The basic
subject of the book is to justify which athlete was the Greatest to ever wear a particular number. In
my research, I listed all of the possible uniform numbers 0 to 99, took the finest athletes from the
four major sports (baseball, basketball, football, and hockey), and slotted them under their
appropriate uniform number. For each player, I created a mini-biography detailing their finest
exploits on the field-whether it was All Star nods, championships won, records held, on-field
highlights etc. Basically, I created a case for that athlete to be considered the best to ever wear the
number. Among the possible uniform numbers, I've listed nearly 850 athletes for consideration and
provided the accompanying biography. At the end of eahc section, I form a debate as to the Greatest
to ever wear the number and then make a selection. After the selection is posted, I then list some
quotes made by or about the athlete for the reader to gain even more insight into the player. Even if
the reader is not overly concerned about the choice as to the Greatest under each uniform number,
the book also serves as a wonderful reference guide. If the reader is interested in finding out more
about any of the listed athletes, it's easy to look up the player and find out who he played for and
what he did between the white lines. In either cae, Right On the Numbers serves multiple uses and
is a must have for any true sports fan.
  detroit lions jersey number history: The 1966 Green Bay Packers George Bozeka, 2016-07-13
The 1966 Green Bay Packers were one of the greatest teams in professional football history. Led by
legendary head coach Vince Lombardi and 10 future Hall of Famers--including Bart Starr, Jim



Taylor, Forrest Gregg, Willie Davis and Ray Nitschke--they were the decisive winners of Super Bowl
I, defeating the Kansas City Chiefs and upholding the superiority of the National Football League
over the upstart American Football League. This book tells the story of the hard-working '66 Packers
on the gridiron and their legacy in Titletown, USA.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Math Champs! Tables, Charts, & Graphs
(ENHANCED eBook) Tom Yager, Georgeann Kepcher, 2000-09-01 This book helps students learn
about many types of tables and graphs. Practice includes constructing tables, charts, stem-and-leaf
plots, picture graphs, circle graphs, bar graphs and line graphs. These pages may be assigned as a
class lesson, individual seat work, or homework activities.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Picture Graphs and Circle Graphs Tom Yager, Georgeann
Kepcher, 2000-09-01 This book helps students learn about many types of tables and graphs. Practice
includes constructing picture graphs and circle graphs. These pages may be assigned as a class
lesson, individual seat work, or homework activities. Answer key is included.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Using Graphs Tom Yager, Georgeann Kepcher,
2000-09-01 This book helps students learn about many types of tables and graphs, as well as how to
use and compare the data contained in various graphs. These pages may be assigned as a class
lesson, individual seat work, or homework activities. Answer key is included.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Great Graphing , 2009-09-01 This collection of
ready-to-use, reproducible pencil-to-paper worksheets are ideal for enrichment or for use as
reinforcement. Perfect for use at school or as homework, it features several fun activties that will
give your students practice with graphing.
  detroit lions jersey number history: The Super Book of Useless Information Don Voorhees,
2011-10-04 Faster than a speeding bullet, more useless than ever before. The #1 New York Times
bestselling series reaches new heights of irrelevance with this powerfully pointless, all-new
collection of the things you never need to know. Do you actually care that... there are three feet of
DNA in every cell? Saturn has 47 moons? March is National Frozen Foods Month? in 2010 a traffic
jam in China lasted ten days? Would it improve your life to know... which movie star wanted to be a
funeral director? which state has the most horses per square mile? which dictator was obsessed with
Cheetos? what day of the year the most cars are stolen in the United States?
  detroit lions jersey number history: The Franchise Football League Dick Giebel, 1993-05
  detroit lions jersey number history: Milliken's Complete Book of Math Reproducibles - Grade
6 , 2009-09-01 This activity book of over 110 ready-to-use, reproducible pencil-to-paper worksheets
are ideal for enrichment or for use as reinforcement. Perfect for use at school or as homework, they
feature basic math skills including fractions, decimals, measurement, time, money, and much more.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Mad Ducks and Bears George Plimpton, 2016-08-04
From the author of Paper Lion Following his turn as a Detroit Lions rookie in Paper Lion, George
Plimpton returns to the field of American football and focuses on the careers of his Lions teammates,
Alex ‘Mad Duck’ Karras and John ‘the Bear’ Gordy. What he uncovers is a fond tribute to the values
and follies of this brutal, but captivating game. Paper Lion was the quintessential look at a football
team behind the scenes and its companion, Mad Ducks and Bears, offers an astute exploration into
the fascinating lives, thoughts and motivations of the players at home, in the locker room, and on the
field.
  detroit lions jersey number history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia David Blevins,
2012 Provides a comprehensive listing, including biographical information and statistics, of each
athlete inducted into one of the major sports halls of fame.
  detroit lions jersey number history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia Dave Blevins,
2011-12-23 In 1936, the Baseball Hall of Fame was established to honor the legends of the sport.
The first inductees were some of the greatest names of the dugout, including Ty Cobb and Babe
Ruth. Less than ten years later, in 1945, the Hockey Hall of Fame inducted its first members. The
Soccer Hall of Fame was established in 1950, followed by the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1959, and
the Football Hall of Fame in 1963. In all, more than 1,400 inductees—players, teams, and behind the



scenes personnel—have been enshrined in these five halls of fame. The Sports Hall of Fame
Encyclopedia is a comprehensive listing of each inductee elected into one or more of these major
sports halls of fame. From Hank Aaron to Fred Zollner, this book contains biographical information,
sport and position(s) played, and career statistics (when applicable) of each of the more than 1,400
honorees. The book also includes specific appendixes for each shrine, in which inductees are listed
alphabetically and by year of induction. Also included are appendixes briefly describing the history
of each hall of fame.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular African-American Players of
American Football Wikipedia contributors,
  detroit lions jersey number history: Parseghian's Wildcats Jack Danilewicz, 2023-11-27
Over a memorable eight-season run (1956-1964), Ara Parseghian transformed the Northwestern
University football program from a cellar-dweller in the Big Ten Conference to a nationally known
power. Before his arrival from Miami of Ohio, he had never been associated with a losing team, as a
coach or as a player. At 32, he would face his biggest challenge at Northwestern but would
eventually lead the Wildcats to winning seasons in four of his last five years there. The payoff came
in 1962, when the Wildcats were ranked number 1 in the nation and a safe bet to play in the Rose
Bowl. This biography--the first documenting his stint at Northwestern--recounts Parseghian's
struggles and successes as a dynamic young coach in the years before he made history at Notre
Dame.
  detroit lions jersey number history: The 50 Greatest Players in San Francisco 49ers History
Robert W. Cohen, 2021-08-20 The San Francisco 49ers have one of the best records in NFL history,
with 20 division championships, seven conference titles, and five Super Bowl championships. On a
team with outstanding talent each year, who among its past and present players could be ranked as
the 50 greatest? Who would occupy the coveted #1 spot? Jerry Rice? Ronnie Lott? Joe Montana?
Steve Young? Robert Cohen has his own take on the matter and, in a book that is bound to inspire
conversation if not controversy, ranks who he believes are the greatest players from 1 to 50, with 25
honorable mentions.
  detroit lions jersey number history: The Polish American Encyclopedia James S. Pula,
2010-12-22 At least nine million Americans trace their roots to Poland, and Polish Americans have
contributed greatly to American history and society. During the largest period of immigration to the
United States, between 1870 and 1920, more Poles came to the United States than any other
national group except Italians. Additional large-scale Polish migration occurred in the wake of World
War II and during the period of Solidarity's rise to prominence. This encyclopedia features three
types of entries: thematic essays, topical entries, and biographical profiles. The essays synthesize
existing work to provide interpretations of, and insight into, important aspects of the Polish
American experience. The topical entries discuss in detail specific places, events or organizations
such as the Polish National Alliance, Polish American Saturday Schools, and the Latimer Massacre,
among others. The biographical entries identify Polish Americans who have made significant
contributions at the regional or national level either to the history and culture of the United States,
or to the development of American Polonia.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Michigan Trivia , 1995 Michigan Trivia is the who, what,
when, where, and how book of the great state of Michigan. Filled with interesting questions and
answers about well-known and not-so-well-known facts of this colorful, historic state, Michigan
Trivia will provide hours of entertainment and education. It focuses on the history, culture, people,
and places of the fascinating Wolverine State.
  detroit lions jersey number history: If These Walls Could Talk: Detroit Lions Lomas
Brown, Mike Isenberg, 2016-10 A closer look at the great moments and the lowlights from one of the
NFL's most historic teamsWritten by Lomas Brown, the former Detroit Lions offensive tackle who
paved the way for Barry Sanders, and Mike Isenberg, this work is an insider's account of the last 20
years of the team's history. A behind-the-scenes look at the era, Brown shares stories about coaches
from Wayne Fontes to Jim Caldwell and stars including Barry Sanders, Calvin Johnson, Matthew



Stafford, Ndamukong Suh, and more. This book covers all of the successes and failures, elation and
embarrassment of recent Lions history, making it essential reading for any fan.
  detroit lions jersey number history: The Great Book of Detroit Sports Lists Mike Stone, Art
Regner, 2008-12-16 Sports talk in America has evolved from small-time barroom banter into a major
media smorgasbord that runs 24/7 on TV and radio. With hundreds of billions of dollars generated
annually by pro and college teams in major markets nationwide, sports fans across the country are
more dedicated than ever to their teams. And when it comes to sports talk -- especially all-sports
radio -- it's all about entertainment, information, prognostication, analysis, rankings, and endless
discussion. Prominent sports-media figures in each of the three target cities -- Cleveland, Detroit,
and Washington, D.C. -- engage in this phenomenon with a compilation of sports lists sure to delight
as well as stir up debate within these already-buzzing sports communities. List topics include: What
were the most lopsided trades in local sports history? Who were the most overrated athletes to play
in our town? What local athlete had the best appearance in TV or film? What was the most
heartbreaking loss in local sports history? What was the greatest single play in local sports history?
Who are our team's most hated rivals? Plus dozens of guest lists contributed by famous local sports
and entertainment celebrities. Not only does Detroit host major pro sports teams -- the Lions (NFL),
the Red Wings (NHL), the Tigers (MLB), and the Pistons (NBA) -- the area also includes prominent
college sports programs such as the University of Michigan. Detroit's fans are some of the most
educated and fanatical in the country, thanks to the work of long-time commentators Mike Stone and
Art Regner.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Race and Football in America Dawn Knight,
2019-07-01 The “beautifully written” biography of the first African American player to be drafted by
the NFL, “a must read for any sports fan” (Warren Rogan, host of the podcast Sports’ Forgotten
Heroes). As the first African American to play quarterback, George Taliaferro was a trailblazer
whose athletic prowess earned him accolades throughout his football career. Instrumental in leading
Indiana University to an undefeated season and undisputed Big Ten championship in 1945,
Taliaferro was a star when many major universities had no black players on their rosters and others
were stacking black players behind white starters. George Taliaferro would later rack up impressive
statistics while playing professionally for the New York Yanks, Dallas Texans, Baltimore Colts, and
Philadelphia Eagles. His athletic prowess did little to prevent him from facing segregation and
discrimination on a daily basis, but his popularity as an athlete also gave him a platform. Playing
professionally gave Taliaferro more opportunity to use football to fight oppression and to interact
with other important trailblazers, like Joe Louis, Nat King Cole, Muhammad Ali, and Congressman
John Lewis. Race and Football in America tells Taliaferro’s story and profiles the experiences of
other athletes of color who were recognized for their athleticism yet oppressed for their skin color,
as they fought (and continue to fight) for equal rights and opportunities. Together these stories
provide an insightful portrait of race in America. “A portrait of a young man who overcame the
obstacles of racism, the military draft, and the death of his father. His vehicle for climbing over
obstacles was athletic prowess and inner strength.” —Jim Baumgartner, College Football Hall of
Fame
  detroit lions jersey number history: What Would Dad Say? John Nitti, 2021-09-24 What
Would Dad Say? provides motivation and advice supported by stories relating to family, friendship,
love, marriage, athletics, education, health, fitness, career planning, money, religion and death.
Rules of life were developed by author, John Nitti, based on years of experience in a multitude of
settings from growing up in a diverse town on Long Island to Yale University. His background also
includes time in the NFL and on Wall Street. He utilized his knowledge and experience to raise four
successful children with his wife, Pat, and is now sharing that in this book. Lessons learned from
college professors to high-powered business executives, from well-known sports figures and team
owners to entertainers, from ancient Greek philosophers to political leaders and from the very rich
to the homeless are all shared. Evidence relating to everything from formulas for success to avoiding
the pitfalls associated with regrettable failures provide helpful, practical examples. Life experiences



and crossroads are shared in order to help others optimize their success and happiness. The original
target audience was solely John’s four children; he wanted them to understand his outlook on life
and some keys to success and happiness just in case anything happened to him. His thoughts of
mortality were reinforced after the death of a friend and then crystalized when his brother-in-law,
firefighter Brian McAleese, died in the World Trade Center during the terrorist attacks on
September 11, 2001. As Father Mychal Judge (the New York City Firefighters’ chaplain who died
when the World Trade Center collapsed) said right before the attack, “If you want to make God
laugh, tell him what you’re going to do tomorrow.” While many of the rules are based on proven
experiences, scientific evidence or specific facts are not provided in detail. There is plenty of
research material that can always be referenced. There are also many books that are dedicated
entirely to almost every subject that is addressed in only a single rule within these pages. But, What
Would Day Say? is purposely simple and broad in order to cover a wide range of subjects and be
memorable. It captures thoughts in the same way that one would be forced to answer on the spur of
the moment, delivered in a casual conversational style. One may lead a good life by following these
simple rules. Some of the rules are obvious, but we all need to be reminded. Others are more
intuitive. Still others would perhaps cause quite a debate regarding their validity. But they have
worked. And just as children listen to some guidance and disregard the rest, so will anyone who
reads this book adhere only to some of these rules and forget the others. For in the end, it’s their
choice and their life. We can’t tell people what to do, but we can help them learn from experience
and foresee the consequences of their actions. It is hoped What Would Dad Say? will provide that for
you.
  detroit lions jersey number history: FOOTBALL TRIVIA NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2023-12-08
THE FOOTBALL TRIVIA MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE
RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS
COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS.
WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR
GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT,
IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE
FOOTBALL TRIVIA MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR FOOTBALL TRIVIA KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN
QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS
TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR
PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
  detroit lions jersey number history: Gerald R. Ford, Late A President of The United
States, Memorial Services in The Congress of The United States and Tributes In..., Serial
15117, House Document No. 110-61, 2007 , 2008
  detroit lions jersey number history: Memorial Services in the Congress of the United States
and Tributes in Eulogy of Gerald R. Ford, Late a President of the United States , 2007 Contains texts
of memorial tributes to the late President Ronald Reagan that were delivered in the Congress and
the Senate. Also includes information about President Reagan's funeral and memorial services held
in Washington and California. Focuses on the life, character, and public service of President Reagan.
  detroit lions jersey number history: The Sport Americana Football Card Price Guide
Number Eight James Beckett, 1991-08
  detroit lions jersey number history: Boys are Back Jean-Jacques Taylor, 2017-09-15 Dak
Prescott and Ezekiel Elliott took the league and the Big D by storm in a way not seen since the glory
days of America’s Team with Troy Aikman, Emmitt Smith, and Michael Irvin. The superstar
teammates and fast friends took different paths to stardom — Zeke as a highly-touted running back
out of Ohio State and Dak, an overlooked 4th round pick out of Mississippi State — but they had
equally impressive and memorable rookie campaigns.The Boys Are Back: Dak, Zeke, and a New
Cowboys Era in Big D is the ultimate celebration of the Cowboys’ unforgettable 2016 season and
details the incredible rise to prominence for Prescott and Elliott. Including dozens of full-color



photographs, fans are provided a glimpse into the best and brightest Cowboys of present and future
— Dez Bryant, Cole Beasley, Zack Martin, Byron Jones, Travis Frederick, and more. It will also
feature an in-depth look at the key veterans who helped spark the breakthrough season, including
Jason Witten, Sean Lee, Tyron Smith, and the minds behind it all — Jerry Jones and Jason Garrett.
This keepsake is sure to inspire and entertain Cowboys fans everywhere and get them ready for the
2017 season and what promises to be years of winning big in Big D.
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