
do therapy dogs get paid
do therapy dogs get paid is a question that arises frequently among those interested in animal-
assisted therapy, dog training, and service dog programs. Therapy dogs play an essential role in
supporting individuals in hospitals, schools, nursing homes, and disaster areas. Their presence
provides emotional comfort, reduces stress, and improves the well-being of countless people. In this
article, we will explore whether therapy dogs receive financial compensation, the difference between
therapy dogs and other working dogs, how handlers are involved, and what factors influence
payment in canine-assisted roles. Additionally, we will examine the expenses involved in maintaining
therapy dogs and the ways organizations recognize their contributions. By the end, readers will gain
a comprehensive understanding of the financial aspects surrounding therapy dogs, making this a
valuable resource for anyone considering therapy animal work.
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Understanding Therapy Dogs and Their Roles

Therapy dogs are specially trained canines that provide comfort, companionship, and emotional
support to individuals in various settings, such as hospitals, schools, rehabilitation centers, and
disaster relief areas. Unlike service dogs or working dogs, therapy dogs do not perform specific
tasks for individuals with disabilities. Instead, their primary role is to engage with groups or
individuals to promote emotional well-being and reduce anxiety.

Key Responsibilities of Therapy Dogs

Therapy dogs may participate in scheduled visits, interact with patients, attend events, and serve in
crisis situations. Their presence has been shown to decrease blood pressure, foster social
interaction, and aid in recovery. Organizations and institutions often rely on therapy dogs to create a
calming atmosphere.



Offering emotional support

Providing companionship

Participating in therapeutic programs

Assisting in educational activities

Visiting healthcare facilities

Training and Certification Requirements

To become a therapy dog, canines typically undergo temperament assessments and obedience
training. Handlers must also complete certification processes with recognized therapy dog
organizations to ensure the dogs meet behavioral and health standards necessary for public
interaction.

Do Therapy Dogs Receive Financial Compensation?

The central question—do therapy dogs get paid—depends on the nature of their service, the
organization involved, and the setting in which they work. Therapy dogs themselves are not directly
paid for their services. Instead, any compensation related to therapy dog work often pertains to their
handlers or owners. Therapy dogs are considered volunteer animals, and their involvement is
typically a form of community service rather than employment.

Compensation Models

Most therapy dog visits are unpaid, especially in volunteer-based programs. However, there are
instances where therapy dog teams may receive stipends, reimbursement for travel, or honorariums,
particularly for specialized assignments or private engagements.

Volunteer-based visits (no payment)

Paid private sessions (rare)

Stipends or reimbursement for expenses

Professional animal-assisted therapy practices (handler compensation)

Legal and Ethical Considerations

Because therapy dogs are not classified as employees, labor laws regarding wage payment do not



apply. Furthermore, therapy dogs do not possess legal personhood or employment status, making
direct payment impossible. Any compensation must be directed towards handlers or organizations.

Difference Between Therapy Dogs and Other Working
Dogs

It is important to distinguish therapy dogs from service dogs and working dogs, as compensation
structures and legal definitions vary significantly. Understanding these distinctions clarifies why
therapy dogs do not typically receive payment.

Service Dogs

Service dogs are highly trained to perform specific tasks for individuals with disabilities, such as
guiding the visually impaired or assisting those with mobility challenges. These dogs may be part of
professional organizations, and their handlers may receive financial support or government benefits.

Working Dogs

Working dogs, such as police dogs, military dogs, and search-and-rescue dogs, are employed by
agencies and may receive funding for their care and training. These dogs are considered assets, and
their handlers are usually paid professionals.

Therapy Dogs

Therapy dogs, in contrast, are primarily volunteers brought in to provide comfort and support. They
do not perform specific disability-related tasks or occupy formal employment roles, which influences
their lack of direct payment.

Handler Compensation and Financial Aspects

While therapy dogs do not get paid, their human handlers may occasionally receive compensation
depending on the nature of their services. Handlers who operate as volunteers typically do not get
paid, but those involved in professional animal-assisted therapy practices or private engagements
may charge fees for their time and expertise.

Professional Therapy Dog Handlers

In clinical settings, therapists or counselors may incorporate therapy dogs into their practice as part
of their professional services. In these cases, clients pay for therapy sessions, and a portion may
cover the costs associated with the therapy dog.



Reimbursement for Expenses

Some organizations may offer reimbursement for travel, supplies, or training costs, especially for
therapy dog handlers attending scheduled visits in hospitals or schools. This is not a salary but helps
offset the financial burden of volunteering.

Private Contracts and Special Events

For private contracts or special events, therapy dog teams might negotiate fees. These
arrangements are less common and typically occur in corporate wellness programs, workshops, or
media appearances.

Factors Influencing Payment for Therapy Dog Services

Several factors influence whether therapy dog handlers receive payment, ranging from service type
to geographic location and organizational policies.

Type of Service Provided

Therapy dog teams working with non-profit organizations are usually volunteers. In contrast, those
offering services through private practices or specialized therapy programs may receive
compensation.

Organization Policies

Some hospitals, schools, or community programs have budgets for animal-assisted interventions and
may offer stipends to handlers. Others rely solely on volunteers.

Location and Demand

In areas with high demand for therapy dog services, private practitioners may charge higher fees.
Urban regions with corporate wellness initiatives and therapy dog workshops are more likely to offer
paid opportunities.

Training and Certification Level

Handlers who invest in advanced training and certification may justify higher fees for specialized
services, such as trauma response or counseling support.



Costs Associated With Therapy Dog Ownership

Owning and maintaining a therapy dog involves significant financial commitment. While therapy
dogs do not get paid, handlers must cover various expenses, many of which are not reimbursed.

Initial Costs

Adoption or purchase of the dog

Basic veterinary care and vaccinations

Obedience training and temperament evaluation

Certification and registration fees

Ongoing Expenses

Food and grooming

Regular veterinary check-ups

Specialized training or re-certification

Travel costs for therapy visits

Equipment (leashes, vests, ID tags)

Financial Assistance

Some organizations offer grants, stipends, or fundraising support to help offset costs, but therapy
dog handlers typically bear most of the financial responsibility.

Recognition and Rewards for Therapy Dogs

Although therapy dogs do not receive wages, their contributions are recognized in other meaningful
ways. Handlers and organizations often celebrate therapy dogs through awards, certificates, and
public acknowledgment.

Non-Monetary Rewards



Special treats and toys

Honorary titles or badges

Recognition at community events

Social media features and press coverage

Lifetime achievement awards

Emotional and Social Benefits

Therapy dogs experience affection, social interaction, and a sense of purpose, which contributes to
their overall happiness and well-being. These intangible rewards are a significant aspect of their
work.

Frequently Asked Questions About Therapy Dog
Payment

Q: Do therapy dogs themselves ever receive direct financial
payment?
A: No, therapy dogs do not receive direct financial payment. Any compensation is directed to their
handlers or owners if it occurs.

Q: Are therapy dog handlers paid for their services?
A: Most therapy dog handlers are volunteers and do not receive payment, but some may receive
stipends, reimbursements, or fees for private or professional engagements.

Q: What is the difference between therapy dogs and service
dogs regarding payment?
A: Service dogs may be part of funded programs or receive support for their care, while therapy
dogs are usually volunteers and not compensated for their service.

Q: Can therapy dog handlers get reimbursed for expenses?
A: Some organizations offer reimbursement for travel, supplies, or training, but most therapy dog
handlers cover expenses themselves.



Q: Are there paid opportunities for therapy dog teams?
A: Paid opportunities are rare and usually limited to private contracts, special events, or professional
therapy practices.

Q: Do therapy dogs earn money through media or promotional
work?
A: Therapy dog teams may negotiate fees for media appearances or promotional work, but this is not
common and payment goes to the handler.

Q: What expenses do therapy dog owners typically pay?
A: Therapy dog owners typically pay for adoption, veterinary care, training, certification, food,
grooming, and travel.

Q: Are there financial assistance programs for therapy dog
handlers?
A: Some organizations offer grants or fundraising support, but most handlers are responsible for the
majority of costs.

Q: How are therapy dogs recognized for their service?
A: Therapy dogs are recognized through awards, certificates, public acknowledgment, and non-
monetary rewards, rather than financial compensation.

Q: Can handlers turn therapy dog work into a paid profession?
A: Handlers with specialized training may incorporate therapy dogs into professional therapy
practices and receive payment for their services.

Do Therapy Dogs Get Paid
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Do Therapy Dogs Get Paid? Unpacking the Rewards of
Canine Compassion

Are you curious about the heartwarming world of therapy dogs? Perhaps you've considered training
your own furry friend, or maybe you've witnessed the incredible impact these compassionate canines
have on people's lives. A common question that arises is: do therapy dogs get paid? This
comprehensive guide will delve into the financial realities, emotional rewards, and the true value of
these incredible animals. We'll explore the multifaceted nature of their work and what truly
motivates both the dogs and their handlers.

The Simple Answer: No (Mostly)

The short answer is no, therapy dogs don't typically receive monetary compensation for their
services. Unlike service animals, who often have specific, legally protected roles, therapy dogs are
volunteers. Their work is driven by the joy they bring and the positive impact they have on others.

Understanding the Roles of Therapy Dogs

It's crucial to differentiate between therapy dogs, service dogs, and emotional support animals. This
distinction is vital in understanding the payment aspect.

Therapy Dogs: Volunteers of Compassion

Therapy dogs are specially trained to provide comfort and emotional support in various settings.
These settings might include hospitals, nursing homes, schools, or disaster relief areas. Their role is
to offer affection, reduce stress, and improve the well-being of individuals. They are not trained to
perform specific tasks for a person with a disability, unlike service dogs.

Service Dogs: Trained Professionals

Service dogs are highly trained animals that perform specific tasks for individuals with disabilities.
These tasks might involve guiding a blind person, alerting a person with epilepsy to an oncoming
seizure, or retrieving items for someone with limited mobility. These dogs are often highly expensive
to train and are considered medical equipment, not pets. While their handlers might incur costs



related to their training and care, the dogs themselves don't receive a salary.

Emotional Support Animals (ESAs): Companionship and
Comfort

Emotional support animals provide companionship and emotional support to individuals with mental
or emotional challenges. They are usually prescribed by a mental health professional and offer
comfort through their presence. ESAs are not typically trained to perform specific tasks, unlike
service dogs, and don't receive payment for their services.

The True Compensation for Therapy Dogs

While therapy dogs don't earn a paycheck, their rewards are plentiful and far more valuable than
money.

The Unconditional Love and Affection They Receive

The most significant "payment" for therapy dogs is the overwhelming love and affection they receive
from the people they interact with. The connection they forge with patients, students, or those in
need is deeply rewarding for both the dog and their handler.

The Enrichment of Daily Life

The work itself provides mental and physical enrichment for the dog. The varied environments,
social interactions, and the sense of purpose contribute to a fulfilling and happy life for the canine
volunteer.

The Bond Between Handler and Dog

The partnership between a therapy dog and its handler is profoundly strengthened through this
shared experience. The teamwork, trust, and mutual support deepen their bond, creating an
incredibly enriching relationship.



The Positive Impact on the Community

Therapy dogs make a tangible difference in the lives of many people. The positive impact they have
on individuals struggling with illness, trauma, or stress is immeasurable. This sense of contributing
to something larger than themselves provides a deep sense of satisfaction for both the dog and its
handler.

The Costs Involved in Therapy Dog Ownership

While therapy dogs don't get paid, their handlers incur costs associated with their care and training.
These include:

Initial training courses: These courses are essential to ensure the dog is well-behaved,
temperamentally suited, and capable of handling various settings.
Ongoing training and socialization: Maintaining a therapy dog's skills requires ongoing training and
exposure to different situations.
Veterinary care: Health care is a significant expense for any pet, and therapy dogs require regular
check-ups and preventative care.
Equipment: Harnesses, leashes, and other specialized equipment may be necessary.

Conclusion

While the question "Do therapy dogs get paid?" is answered with a "no," the true compensation lies
in the profound and enriching experiences for both the dog and its handler. The unconditional love,
the shared purpose, and the positive impact on the community are invaluable rewards that far
outweigh any monetary compensation. Their work is a testament to the incredible bond between
humans and animals, and the power of canine compassion to heal and uplift.

FAQs

1. Can I get paid for taking my dog to therapy visits? No, handlers of therapy dogs are volunteers
and don't receive payment for their time or their dog's services.

2. Are there any tax benefits associated with being a therapy dog handler? No, there aren't specific
tax benefits for therapy dog handlers. Expenses related to training and care are personal expenses.



3. How much does it cost to train a therapy dog? The cost of training varies greatly depending on the
organization, the dog's temperament, and the level of training required. It can range from a few
hundred to several thousand dollars.

4. What are the requirements for a dog to become a therapy dog? Requirements vary by
organization, but generally include temperament testing, obedience training, and health
certifications.

5. How can I find opportunities for my therapy dog to volunteer? Search online for local therapy dog
organizations or contact hospitals, nursing homes, or schools in your area. Many organizations
maintain waiting lists.

  do therapy dogs get paid: Therapy Dogs Matt Lilley, 2023-01-01 In this book, readers explore
how dogs provide comfort and support to people, as well as the skills and training this work
requires. Short paragraphs of easy-to-read text are paired with plenty of colorful photos to make
reading engaging and accessible.
  do therapy dogs get paid: In the Dog House Traci Hall, 2019-02-11 Ten years ago, Jackson
Hardy joined the Marines, leaving behind a woman he still dreams about. When he's called home to
care for his ten-year-old nephew, no one is more shocked than he to run into Emma again. Or that he
still has those same feelings for her. But Jackson isn't looking for love, and neither is
Emma—especially where he’s concerned. But his precocious nephew and a retriever named Bandit
might just change that... So what if Emma Mercer is an overachiever? She has plans to get her
doctorate in psychology and create a no-kill shelter for the emotional support dogs she trains, and it
leaves absolutely no time for romance. She's fine with a furry family—dogs don't teach you to love
and then rip your heart to shreds. But young Jackson’s nephew tugs at her heartstrings and there's
no way she can't help him. Her chemistry with the soldier may be hotter than ever, but forgetting
the past isn't easy. Especially when it’s safer to let sleeping dogs—and sexy marines—lie...
  do therapy dogs get paid: Teaming With Your Therapy Dog Ann R. Howie, 2015-04-15
Today's therapy-dog handlers recognize the need to be teammates with their dogs. Teaming with
one's dog involves unobtrusively providing physical and emotional support as well as respectful
guidance in what to do. Being a teammate requires attention to our own behavior, not just our dogs.
This book reminds all handlers that being conscious of what we do with our dogs helps them do their
best work, and also can increase the effectiveness of our visits. Teaming with Your Therapy Dog
teaches the STEPs of Teamwork and how those STEPs fit with the Therapy Dogs Bill of Rights. These
general principles free handlers to apply them in their own way to their therapy dogs individual
personality and work, and to everyday life at home! As the author writes, The book explores a way of
being conscious of what you do with and to your therapy dog to support him in his work. It describes
functional principles of behavior you can learn and use immediately, either together as a package or
independently. Using an exciting new methodology, the author guides readers to deepen their
relationship with their dogs by acting consciously and respectfully.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Therapy Dogs Kathy Diamond Davis, 2002-09 Are you looking for a
new and meaningful way to work with your dog? Do you want to improve the lives of those who
would benefit from visits with a volunteer canine therapist? Then think about becoming a Therapy
Dog team. The 2nd edition gives you all the information you need to select, socialize and train your
dog for this important and rewarding work. Learn about certification, liability, and getting started.
Includes a complete course outline for teaching therapy dog classes!
  do therapy dogs get paid: The Power Of The Human-Canine Bond; Turning Your Passion Into
A Business Chris Kent, Marie Yates, 2017-03-02 If working alongside dogs to create positive change
for people is your dream job, this book is for you. If you have already, or are thinking about taking
that leap of faith, then this book is definitely for you. Having dreams and turning them into a



sustainable reality is not as easy as we might like. Taking you on a journey, step by step, to turn your
dreams into reality, Chris and Marie guide you towards making sound choices about how to develop
your business ideas, in a way that is right for you, your dog, and the people whose lives you'll be
changing.
  do therapy dogs get paid: The Puppy Prescription Helen R. Myers, Christyne Butler,
2019-10-01 Find your Happily Ever After with two feel-good stories of dogs unleashing romance in
small-town settings. A RUFF ROAD TO LOVE Groomed for Love by Helen R. Myers Dog groomer
Rylie Quinn lights up the local animal clinic with her charming laugh and easygoing demeanor. But
there’s a dark secret lingering behind the redhead’s bright smile. Assistant DA Noah Prescott is
irked by Rylie’s secrecy—and by his growing attraction to her! But when he finally learns Rylie’s
story, he’ll have to decide whether his desire for the truth is more important than winning her
heart… Puppy Love in Thunder Canyon by Christyne Butler When quiet, reserved orthopedic
surgeon Thomas North meets quirky pet therapist Annabel Cates, he’s surprised by his reaction to
her. They couldn’t be more different, but her bubbly enthusiasm and passion are infectious. Soon the
doctor’s struggling to stay immune to the adorable Annabel—and her irresistible pup!
  do therapy dogs get paid: My Life In His Paws Wendy Hilling, 2016-02-25 My Life in His Paws
is the story of the amazing dog who gave back someone's freedom and confidence. Wendy Hilling
has a rare skin condition which means her skin is very delicate. Every moment is difficult and causes
pain. It affects the body inside and out: her throat is very narrow and she can stop breathing at any
time. But eight years ago Wendy's life changed forever. She met Ted, the Golden Retriever, and he
became her full-time carer. He has saved her life more times than she can remember, always
watching and listening, and Wendy is now entirely reliant on him. This is the story of Wendy and her
incredible bravery living with a disability and battling against the odds. It's also the story of Ted, the
extraordinary assistance dog, and the unique relationship between a human and animal and the
extraordinary things animals are capable of.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Animal-Assisted Brief Therapy Teri Pichot, 2013-05-13 This book
provides an overview of Animal-Assisted Activities (AAA) and Animal-Assisted Therapy (AAT) and
demonstrates how they can be incorporated into solution-focused treatment programs. Pichot,
focusing on the use of therapy dogs, starts with a discussion of the basics of AAA/T and
solution-focused therapy, as well as what every practitioner should know about dogs before
partnering with them. Successfully combining all of this into an effective treatment program is
considered next. Pichot draws upon her own experience developing an AAA/T program in the
substance abuse counseling program at a county public health agency to illustrate the effective
implementation of such a program and the struggles and lessons learned in doing so. Using AAA/T
with special populations, cultural considerations, and the impact a therapy dog can have on the
handler. New in this edition are client scenarios that demonstrate the therapist’s thought process
when making clinical decisions about when and how to use a therapy dog. Sample forms and
treatment plans are also provided that professionals can use to modify or structure in their work
with clients. The concepts and information provided in this valuable guide will be helpful for any
therapist regardless of whether he or she is in private practice or working in an agency setting.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Piper's Special Gift Audrey Canning, 2017-02-05 Piper the pet
therapy dog shares her special gift with many people. The story is written for children and based on
real-life experiences of a real-life dog. A section at the end offers more information about pet
therapy in general. A portion of the proceeds from the sale of this book will be donated to Pets &
People Foundation (petsandpeoplefoundation.org).
  do therapy dogs get paid: Trained to Protect Linda O. Johnston, 2021-12-28 A cop falls for the
woman he’s sworn to protect A K-9 Ranch Rescue romance From the moment Elissa Yorian arrives
at Chance K-9 Ranch, an unknown foe has her in his sights. Fortunately, Officer Doug Murran is on
the case. As he tracks Elissa’s mysterious enemy, he does his best to resist the electricity he feels
every time he looks at her. Still, their passion might not be enough to protect Elissa from a
murderer…



  do therapy dogs get paid: Animal-Assisted Therapy with Dogs Katharina Blesch,
2023-10-17 Animal-assisted therapy has been the talk of the town for several years and is
increasingly being integrated into the psychotherapeutic treatment of people. But how exactly can
dogs support psychotherapeutic work? How can animal welfare and human welfare be combined?
Which dogs are suitable and how are they prepared? This book provides a practical and lively insight
into therapeutic work with dogs. In addition to an overview of the basics as well as animal welfare
and ethical aspects of dog-assisted therapy, concrete exercises in the context of dog-assisted
self-confidence training are described pictorially and by video, providing inspiration for therapeutic
work in various institutions and situations.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Handbook on Animal-Assisted Therapy Megan Mueller, Zenithson
Ng, Taylor Chastain Griffin, Philip Tedeschi, 2024-09-20 Handbook on Animal-Assisted Therapy,
Sixth Edition continues to be the leading textbook and reference in this field for clinical
practitioners. The book provides the evidence basis for the effectiveness of this treatment, as well as
guidelines for how to perform it from the selection of treatment animal to application with patients.
This new edition is fully updated and contains 15 new chapters on culture, research, standards, of
practice, and more. Organized into four sections, the book explores the conceptualization of the
animal-human bond, best practices for AAI professionals, considerations related to animal selection/
training/ welfare, and utilizing AAI in special populations. The book may serve as a study guide for
the Animal Assisted Intervention Specialist Certification Exam. - Summarizes current research on
AAT - Guides readers how to work with a therapy animal safely and effectively - Covers AAT with
special populations and for specific disorders - Supports study for the Animal-Assisted Intervention
Specialist Certification exam - Contains 15 new chapters on culture, research, standards of practice,
and more
  do therapy dogs get paid: Prison Puppies Meish Goldish, 2011-01-01 Examines the Puppies
Behind Bars program that teaches prison inmates to raise puppies that will later work as service
dogs for people living with disabilities.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Handbook on Animal-Assisted Therapy Aubrey H Fine, 2019-06-27
Handbook on Animal-Assisted Therapy: Foundations and Guidelines for Animal-Assisted
Interventions, Fifth Edition highlights advances in the field, with seven new chapters and revisions
to over 75% of the material. This book will help therapists discover the benefits of incorporating
animal assisted therapy into their practice, how to design and implement animal assisted
interventions, and the efficacy of animal assisted therapy with different disorders and patient
populations. Coverage includes the use of AAT with children, families and the elderly, in counseling
and psychotherapy settings, and for treating a variety of specific disorders. - Contains seven new
chapters in addition to 75% new or revised material - Includes guidelines and best practices for
using animals as therapeutic companions - Addresses specific types of patients and environmental
situations - Includes AAI working with cats, dogs, birds, and horses - Discusses why animals are used
in therapy, as well as how
  do therapy dogs get paid: Therapy Dogs Today, 2nd Edition Kris Butler, 2013-12-10
<i>Therapy Dogs Today</i> explores the complex issues that surround the environments in which
therapy dogs do their jobs.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Tourism and Animal Welfare Neil Carr, Donald M Broom,
2018-05-25 Animals are among the most sought after tourist attractions and the impact on them is a
matter of concern to an increasing number of people. Tourism and Animal Welfare uniquely
addresses the issue of animal welfare within the tourism experience. It explores important
foundations such as the meaning of 'animal welfare' and its relation to ethics, animal rights and
human obligations to animals. It also explores the nature and diversity of the position and role of
animals within tourism. From students and academics to vets and those working within the tourism
industry, this book will provide an engaging and thought-provoking read. It will also appeal to those
with an interest in animal welfare, particularly in relation to the tourism industry. 'Tales from the
front line' is the section of the book that provides the reader with the views and experiences of



animal welfare organisations, individual leaders, tourism industry organisations and operators, and
academic experts. These case studies and opinion pieces will encourage the reader to consider their
own position regarding animals in tourism and their welfare.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Chipper Unleashed! My Life As a Therapy Dog Dropout
Michelle Jansick, 2016-03-07 In this pawtastic second book of Chipper's autobiDOGraphy series, the
wonderfully imperfect pup is on a mission to change the world and prove that our failed dreams
don't make us failures. Chipper's exciting true tale begins with a move to the Colorado Rockies--
land of wildflowers, bluebirds, rabbits, squirrels, deer, bears, and mountain lions! The busy,
brown-eyed mutt has trouble dividing her time between digging, hiking, squirrel surveillance, book
signing events, television appearances, newspaper interviews, nursing home visits, paw-painted art
auctions, a High Five Challenge event, Poop Bingo, and a suspenseful bird murder trial (of which she
is the prime suspect). Chipper's nonstop schedule continues with the help of her younger sister,
Cheyenne, as they teach important dog skills to a neverending stream of foster puppies: Anna
Banana, Lupo, Droopy, Little Bear, Timber, and many more. Chipper's story will inspire you to just
be yourself and use your talents to make the world a brighter place.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Puppy Love in Thunder Canyon Christyne Butler, 2012-08-01
Tongues are wagging all over town that bubbly, quirky pet therapist Annabel Cates has been spotted
keeping company with Dr. Thomas North. Yes, that Dr. North—the ever-serious, oh-so-gorgeous and
utterly unattainable orthopedic surgeon who has dashed the hopes of so many Thunder Canyon
cowgirls. Will Annabel really be able to domesticate the medical maverick? Folks round these parts
can't understand how two such emotionally opposite people even got together. (We give the credit to
an unlikely matchmaker with four paws and a winning smile!) Stay tuned, faithful friends, and find
out if sexy Dr. North can stay immune to this adorable Cates sister and her irresistible pup!
  do therapy dogs get paid: Assistance Dogs for People With Disabilities Emily Patterson-Kane,
Lynette Arnason Hart, Mariko Yamamoto, 2020-08-21
  do therapy dogs get paid: Therapy Dogs Today Funpuddle Publishing Associates, 2013-07
  do therapy dogs get paid: Redemption Has 4 Paws Robin Kashuba, 2022-08-01 Redemption
Has 4 Paws is the odyssey of a sixty-year-old woman's life and how all the dogs that have been a part
of her journey have each helped her through some very difficult and emotionally trying times in her
life. These noble animals helped her to find her true life's purposeaEURmaking therapy visits with
her dogs. More than that, this is a story about cast-off rescue dogs and hearing impaired dogs and
the huge contribution they can give to making this world a better place.
  do therapy dogs get paid: JJ's Journey Tracy Calhoun, 2017-10-03 Tracy Calhoun, a longtime
nurse, shares her heart-melting memoir of working alongside JJ, the Therapy Dog, the brightest and
most intuitive dog Tracy has ever trained. When not mooching dog treats, JJ is dedicated to helping
humans cope with tragedy and loss through love and hugs. Tracy Calhoun, a nurse on staff at
Samaritan Evergreen Hospice House in Oregon, paused at the bedside of an elderly patient in a
coma. The woman had no family or friends, but the hospice team had learned she liked dogs, so
Tracy put her Golden Retriever, JJ, a staff “therapist,” on the woman’s bed. JJ snuggled up, nuzzled a
motionless hand, and then settled in, letting her body warmth cuddle and comfort the patient in her
final hours. The woman, who had been unresponsive for days, then performed her final, intentional
act. She stroked JJ’s head. Tracy recorded the intimate moment on her phone, then uploaded it to
Facebook where she was keeping a modest account for friends, family, and community members
who knew her and JJ. In August 2015, that video went viral, and was rapidly seen by tens of millions
of viewers worldwide. To Tracy, it was a turning point in her mission to explain to a wider audience
the joy that therapy dogs provide, and to do it with humor and canine chaos, as only a dog obsessed
with bacon, puppies, and swimming can. Along the way, Tracy’s own story has grown and changed
through her love of animals, and she’s found, in difficult times, she has needed the same comfort her
pups offer to patients—for herself. “These stories of an unforgettable and deeply intuitive Golden
Retriever named JJ, as told by her fabulous handler Tracy, are shared with humor and heart. Many
wonderful moments happen when working with therapy dogs and reading about JJ’s magic is an



extraordinarily moving experience.” — Donna Frindt, Executive Director, Project Canine “An
emotionally satisfying and entertaining collection of tales not only between a dog and her human,
but between this remarkable soul in a Golden Retriever suit and dozens of people in crisis—from
hospice care to school shootings.” —Janet Velanovsky , Owner, Kaizen Pet Training & Behavior “An
inspiring memoir, JJ’s Journey illustrates the medical and spiritual benefits of the human-animal
bond through JJ’s unwavering patience, love, and support for the hospice patients and their grieving
families. JJ’s Journey brings to light that in our greatest time of need, every person can feel they are
loved, honored, and mean something in this world thanks to the unconditional love that comes so
naturally from a therapy dog’s heart.” —Colby Webb, Founder, Sav-a-Bull Rescue and author of
Forty One Pit Bulls
  do therapy dogs get paid: Soldier Bodyguard Lisa Childs, 2018-10-01 Cole Bentler’s mission
is to serve and protect—even if it means guarding his former fiancée. Duty calls in this
second-chance romantic thriller. Former Marine Cole Bentler’s new assignment: protect the recently
widowed love of his life. Shawna Rolfe’s never been far from Cole’s thoughts, but now it’s up to him
to ensure her safety—and guard her young daughter. A daughter whose eyes somehow look just like
his . . . Once his secret daughter’s identity is exposed, can Cole forgive Shawna before the killer has
them both trapped? Praise for the novels of Lisa Childs “Atmospheric, emotional, and well-told.”
—Lori Wilde, New York Times–bestselling author “Grabs you from page one . . . Lisa Childs paints an
eerie, haunting suspense that will keep you riveted until the very last page!” —Rita Herron, USA
Today–bestselling author “Childs knows how to keep readers riveted.” —RT Book Reviews
  do therapy dogs get paid: Putting Patients First Susan B. Frampton, Patrick A. Charmel,
Planetree, 2008-10-27 The second edition of Putting Patients First showcases what Planetree
facilities and the Planetree organization have learned about the commitments, conditions, practices,
and policies that are needed to do more than give lip service to being--patient-centered.--It should be
read by every student, nurse, physician, administrator, trustee, policy maker, and lay person who is
committed to creating healing environments, holding facilities accountable for their rhetoric, and
truly reforming health care.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Successful Tails Paticia H. Wheeler PhD, 2012-10-08 Successful
Tails is a heartwarming collection of stories and photos of therapy dogs at work. The testimonials
and stories run the gamut of emotions. Some will make you laugh or smile, while other will bring
tears to your eyes. This book isn't just for people who want to become therapy dog handlers or staff
at sites and programs that would like to have therapy dogs for those they serve, though both of these
groups will find it useful. This book is for everyone.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Joy in Medicine? Eve Shapiro, 2020-11-02 Eve Shapiro has been
writing about patient-centered care, physician–patient communication, and relationships between
doctors and their patients since 2007. In Joy in Medicine? What 100 Healthcare Professionals Have
to Say about Job Satisfaction, Dissatisfaction, Burnout, and Joy, Eve turns her attention to those on
the healthcare delivery side of this sacred interaction. These healthcare professionals share their
enthusiasm, joys, frustrations, disappointments, insights, advice, stories, fears, and pain, explaining
how it looks and feels to work in healthcare today no matter who you are, where you work, or what
your position is in the organizational hierarchy. The healthcare professionals who provide patient
care deserve our collective interest in their humanity. Without some insight into who they are and
the forces with which they struggle every day, we cannot fully appreciate the obstacles to providing
the care we all want for ourselves and our families during the best of times, let alone in the
uncertain times that lie ahead.
  do therapy dogs get paid: How to Get Your Pet Into Show Business Arthur J. Haggerty, 1994
Famous trainer Captain Arthur J. Haggerty shares his insider's knowledge and expertise to help
others succeed as he has in handling and training pets for all facets of show business. He explains
the entire process step by step, from training a pet to work on cue to networking and negotiating
contracts.
  do therapy dogs get paid: E-Mails from the Church Dog Lynda Reynolds Fisher, 2011-11-18



Mosby goes to church almost every Sunday; while he does tell about his visits to nursing homes and
hospitals, surprisingly (for his owners) his story brings out how we can all serve God in many ways,
every day of our lives, not just on Sunday mornings. Mosby has had a ball visiting the New
Hampshire Highland Games, the towns Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship Service, the Halloween
Parade, Independence Day and Christmas season festivities, and many more occasions. In every
event, he brings his love for people with him and shares his warmth with everyone he meets.
Through Mosbys humorous, sometimes solemn, always inspirational exploits, learn how a dog can
encourage you to take God into your life and work for Him every day of the week, not just on
Sundays.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Animal-Assisted Therapy in Counseling Cynthia K. Chandler,
2024-05-08 The fourth edition of Animal-Assisted Therapy in Counseling is the most comprehensive
book available dedicated to training mental health practitioners in the performance of
animal-assisted therapy in counseling. This edition includes material on real-world animal-assisted
interventions featuring counselor-client dialogues and sample therapeutic opportunities. Each
chapter includes the most recent research and practice, and a wide variety of case examples present
animal-assisted interventions in different settings with different types of animals. This unique
resource is an indispensable guide for any counselor or psychotherapist looking to develop and
implement animal-assisted therapy techniques in practice.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Why Does My Dog Act That Way? Stanley Coren, 2008-12-09 No
one knows dogs better than author and psychologist Stanley Coren and no one writes so well about
their personalities and temperaments. This new book distills his many years of expertise in both
canine and human behaviour into a fascinating and highly readable guide to how your dog's
individual personality influences everything he does and hence, his relationship with you. Packed
with the very latest scientific research and leavened with Stanley Coren's trademark fund of stories
and anecdotes, WHY DOES MY DOG ACT THAT WAY? is above all a practical guide which will
provide every dog owner with the key to greater understanding of his or her dog. The book explains
the specific traits of numerous popular breeds and examines how this affects the way they react in
and out of the home, with other dogs, with people and with children. It also looks at variations within
breeds and at the behaviour patterns of many mixed breeds which will have inherited a cocktail of
characteristics from their parents. And it includes a fun, comprehensive and easy-to-follow
multiple-choice personality test you can do with your dog at home which will reveal your dog's
innermost secrets and help you to understand what makes him tick, enabling you to fine-tune your
training to suit both your dog and you.
  do therapy dogs get paid: The Original Dog Bible Kristin Mehus-Roe, 2011-10-04 The
wooftasticsecond edition. “This attractive, copiously illustrated easy-to-understand volume covers
every aspect of responsible dog ownership.” —Library Journal The revised and expanded second
edition of the bestselling The Original Dog Bible remains the most comprehensive dog lover’s
resource on the market! The book is divided into eight parts—each fully illustrated and designed for
easy reference—plus helpful, entertaining sidebars covering hundreds of related topics. With
detailed chapters on the requirements of caring for a dog, health, training, and so much more, this
book will prepare you for a wonderful life with a dog. Also included is a catalog of over 250 purebred
dog breeds with insightful articles for each! “Being a veteran veterinarian of twenty five years and a
lifetime pet lover, I can enthusiastically say ‘this old doc learned new tricks’ upon reading the
consummate book on all things dogs . . . I highly recommend it!” —Dr. Marty Becker, former
resident veterinarian on ABC’s Good Morning America and coauthor of Chicken Soup for the Dog
Lover’s Soul “This comprehensive book certainly lives up to its subtitle . . . The best part of the book,
however, covers ‘life with a dog,’ with sections on pet care partners like sitters and walkers,
emergencies, lost dogs, biting, traveling with a dog, and a fantastic chapter on activities one can do
with one’s dog.” —Publishers Weekly
  do therapy dogs get paid: Animal-assisted Interventions for Individuals with Autism Merope
Pavlides, 2008-04-15 This book looks at how therapies involving animals can be used to help



individuals with autism to develop skills, including sensory and social skills, to manage challenging
behaviors, and improve quality of life. Whether participating in therapeutic horseback riding,
utilizing a trained service dog, visiting a dolphin therapy center, or simply experiencing companion
animal therapy, people with autism can reap a multitude of benefits from interaction with furry,
feathered, and finned friends. Merope Pavlides relates the success stories of different
animal-assisted interventions, as well as noting the challenges of working with particular animal
species. She also emphasizes the importance of tailoring interventions to the specific needs of the
individual and of monitoring progress. With recommendations for resources and further reading, this
book will be of great interest to people with autism, their parents, and the professionals who work
with them.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Transformation of the Heart Teri Pichot, 2009-03 Avalanche a white,
seventy-four pound Labrador retriever developed a special bond with Susan's husband, Joe. When
Joe died suddenly on a family vacation, both Avalanche and Susan mourned his loss. But the
relationship between dog and owner thrived when they became volunteers at a local hospital and
enriched the lives of patients in their small hometown. Molly an orange-red Newfoundland mix was
rescued by Emily. Naturally friendly, Molly was an excellent candidate to be a therapy dog. Molly
and Emily visited hospitals and hospices and also listened to children read at an elementary school.
Through it all, Molly was patiently teaching Emily an important life lesson. Stories about dogs like
Avalanche and Molly form the basis of Transformation of the Heart a collection of engaging tales
about eighteen therapy dogs and how they help each person they visit. But equally important, the
stories show the power of partnering with a loving canine. It provides a unique insight on how the
therapy dogs also heal the souls of their handlers. Heartwarming and inspiring, Transformation of
the Heart demonstrates animals' unconditional love and their capacity for understanding situations
that humans cannot. It reveals how dogs have the power to transform our hearts.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Canine Ergonomics William S. Helton, 2009-04-28 Since Canis lupus
familiaris first shared a fire with man more than 15,000 years ago, dogs have been trusted and
valued coworkers. Yet the relatively new field of canine ergonomics is just beginning to unravel the
secrets of this collaboration. As with many new fields, the literature on working dogs is scattered
across several non-overlapping disci
  do therapy dogs get paid: The Dog Merchants Kim Kavin, 2016-05-03 In what promises to
become an Omnivore's Dilemma for dog lovers—breed devotees and adoption advocates alike—The
Dog Merchants is the first book to explain the complex and often surprisingly similar business
practices that extend from the American Kennel Club to local shelters, from Westminster champions
to dog auctions.Without judging dog lovers of any stripe, The Dog Merchants makes it clear that
money spent among these dog merchants has real-world effects on people and canines. Kavin
reveals how dog merchants create markets for dogs, often in defiance of the usual rules of supply
and demand. She takes an investigative approach and meets breeders and rescuers at all levels,
shedding much-needed light on an industry that most people don't even realize is an industry.Kavin’s
goal is to advance the conversation about how all dogs are treated, from puppy mills to high-kill
shelters. She shows that a great deal can be improved by understanding the business practices
behind selling dogs of all kinds. Instead of pitting rescue and purebred people against each other,
The Dog Merchants shows how all dog lovers can come together, with one voice as consumers, on
behalf of all our beloved companions.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Children, Dogs and Education Mary Renck Jalongo, 2018-05-08 This
book brings together authoritative information about the child/dog bond as it is manifested with
family dogs, visiting therapy dogs, and service dogs trained to assist children with disabilities.
Despite the widely accepted view that participating in a dog’s care and interacting with dogs in
behaviorally healthy ways is a route to becoming responsible and compassionate, research on this
complex dynamic is difficult to design, time-consuming to collect, and challenging to analyze. This
volume synthesizes theory, research, and practice, bringing all to bear upon child/dog interactions in
homes, schools, libraries, and the community at large. Children, Dogs and Education serves as a



handbook for a diverse group of adults who seek to build positive relationships between children and
dogs—parents/families, professional dog trainers, teachers, librarians, mental health professionals,
health care professionals, and university faculty. The study of interactions between human and
nonhuman animals has captured the imagination of an international community of researchers from
many different fields and professions. Even though dogs are ubiquitous in the lives of most children,
studies of children’s interactions with dogs in families and communities are lacking. Most of the
previous research on the human-canine bond has focused on adolescents and adults or, even when
younger children are the focus, it has tended to rely on parents to speak for children. There are
three features of this book that make it unique. First, it goes beyond exploring the child/dog bond to
examine additional important issues, including: children’s concepts of responsible care, their ability
to interpret dogs’ behavioral cues, and their ideas about canine behavioral issues/training. Second,
unlike most other work to date, it represents children’s voices through cases, interviews, and
drawings. Finally, the contributors to this edited work use their collective wisdom to draw
educational implications and suggest direction in preparing the next generation of dog guardians.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Rhetorical Animals Kristian Bjørkdahl, Alex C. Parrish, 2017-11-30
For this edited volume, the editors solicited chapters that investigate the place of nonhuman animals
in the purview of rhetorical theory; what it would mean to communicate beyond the human
community; how rhetoric reveals our brute roots. In other words, this book investigates themes that
enlighten us about likely or possible implications of the animal turn within rhetorical studies. The
present book is unique in its focus on the call for nonanthropocentrism in rhetorical studies.
Although there have been many hints in recent years that rhetoric is beginning to consider the
implications of the animal turn, as yet no other anthology makes this its explicit starting point and
sustained objective. Thus, the various contributions to this book promise to further the ongoing
debate about what rhetoric might be after it sheds its long-standing humanistic bias.
  do therapy dogs get paid: The Golden Retriever Julie Cairns, 2008-04-21 Everything you need
to know about Golden Retrievers is here, from buying one to grooming, training, understanding the
breed standard, breeding and health concerns.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Rethinking Rescue Carol Mithers, 2024-08-20 Rethinking Rescue
boldly confronts two of the biggest challenges of our time—poverty and homelessness—in asking the
question: Who deserves the love of a pet? In Los Angeles’s most underserved communities, Lori
Weise is known as the Dog Lady, the woman who’s spent decades caring for people in poverty and
the animals that love them. Long before anyone else, Weise grasped that animal and human
suffering are inextricably connected and created a new rescue narrative: an enduring safety net
empowering pet owners and providing resources to reduce the number of pets coming into shelters.
Rethinking Rescue: Dog Lady and the Story of America’s Forgotten People and Pets unites the
causes of animal welfare and social justice, moving between Weise’s story and that of the larger U.S.
rescue movement. Through captivating storytelling and investigative reporting, Carol Mithers
examines the consequences of bias within this overwhelmingly white movement, where an
overemphasis on placing animals in affluent homes disregards pet owners in poverty. Weise’s
innovative and ultimately triumphant efforts revealed a better way. As cities across the country
witness some of the worst housing crises in history, and as the population of unhoused people and
pets continues to skyrocket, Rethinking Rescue offers a story of compassion and hope.
  do therapy dogs get paid: Prison Dog Programs Mary Renck Jalongo, 2019-09-03 This edited
volume brings together a diverse group of contributors to create a review of research and an agenda
for the future of dog care and training in correctional facilities. Bolstered by research that
documents the potential benefits of HAI, many correctional facilities have implemented prison dog
programs that involve inmates in the care and training of canines, not only as family dogs but also as
service dogs for people with psychological and/or physical disabilities. Providing an evidence-based
treatment of the topic, this book also draws upon the vast practical experience of individuals who
have successfully begun, maintained, improved, and evaluated various types of dog programs with
inmates; it includes first-person perspectives from all of the stakeholders in a prison dog



program—the corrections staff, the recipients of the dogs, the inmate/trainers, and the community
volunteers and sponsors Human-animal interaction (HAI) is a burgeoning field of research that spans
different disciplines: corrections, psychology, education, social work, animal welfare, and veterinary
medicine, to name a few. Written for an array of professionals interested in prison dog programs, the
book will hold special interest for researchers in criminal justice and corrections, forensic
psychology, and to those with a commitment to promoting the ideals of rehabilitation, desistance
thinking, restorative justice, and re-entry tools for inmates.
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