
economics of the ottoman empire
economics of the ottoman empire is a fascinating subject that reveals how one
of history’s greatest empires managed its vast territories, diverse
populations, and complex trade networks. This article explores the core
elements that shaped the economic landscape of the Ottoman Empire, including
its agricultural foundation, dynamic trade and commerce, intricate taxation
systems, currency management, and the impact of industrialization and
reforms. Readers will discover how the empire’s economy evolved over
centuries, the key factors that contributed to its long-lasting influence,
and the challenges it faced in a changing world. By examining the economics
of the Ottoman Empire, this article provides valuable insights into the
mechanisms that drove growth, sustained prosperity, and eventually led to
transformation and decline. This comprehensive overview is essential for
anyone interested in economic history, the rise and fall of empires, and the
enduring legacy of Ottoman economic policies. Read on to uncover the economic
forces that shaped the Ottoman world.
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Foundations of the Ottoman Economy

The economics of the Ottoman Empire were grounded in a combination of
tradition, administrative innovation, and strategic geography. From its rise
in the late 13th century, the empire’s economy relied on agricultural
production, control of trade routes, and a sophisticated system of land
tenure and taxation. The Ottoman state capitalized on the fertile lands of
Anatolia, the Balkans, and the Middle East, while also leveraging its
position at the crossroads of Europe, Asia, and Africa. This enabled the



Ottomans to facilitate vibrant commerce and cultural exchange, making the
empire a powerhouse of economic activity for centuries. The sultans and their
administrators developed a centralized yet flexible system to manage
resources, which allowed the economy to adapt and thrive in different regions
and periods.

Agriculture and Rural Life

The Timar System and Land Tenure

Agriculture formed the backbone of the Ottoman economy, employing the
majority of the population. The state implemented the timar system, a form of
feudal land tenure, to allocate agricultural land to cavalry officers
(sipahis) in exchange for military service. This system ensured the efficient
use of land, secured a steady food supply, and maintained social order. Most
rural inhabitants were peasant farmers who worked the land and paid taxes or
rents to the timar holders.

Main Agricultural Products

The fertile plains of the empire yielded a wide variety of crops and
resources, sustaining both the population and the state’s finances. Key
agricultural products included:

Wheat and barley

Rice, cotton, and tobacco

Fruits such as grapes, figs, and olives

Livestock, including sheep, goats, and cattle

These products supported domestic needs and contributed to regional and
international trade. The rural economy was also characterized by irrigation
projects, the use of advanced farming techniques, and local markets.

Trade, Commerce, and Urban Centers

Strategic Trade Routes



The Ottoman Empire’s unique geography allowed it to control key land and sea
trade routes between Europe, Asia, and Africa. Cities like Istanbul, Bursa,
and Aleppo became hubs for the exchange of goods, ideas, and culture. The
state encouraged trade by maintaining security along caravan routes,
investing in infrastructure such as caravanserais (roadside inns), and
granting privileges to foreign merchants.

Key Commodities and Markets

Ottoman markets were vibrant and diverse, offering a wide range of
commodities. Important trade goods included spices, silk, textiles, coffee,
ceramics, metals, and precious stones. The empire developed a strong export
economy, while also importing luxury goods and raw materials. Urban centers
were home to bustling bazaars, where merchants from across the world
conducted business.

Taxation and State Revenue

Types of Taxes

Taxation was a vital source of state revenue and was carefully regulated by
the central administration. The Ottoman tax system was multifaceted and
included:

Land taxes (öşür, tithes)

Head taxes (cizye) for non-Muslims

Customs duties (gümrük) on trade

Extraordinary taxes during times of war or crisis

Tax collection was often delegated to local officials, tax farmers (iltizam
system), or military landholders, ensuring the flow of funds to the imperial
treasury.

The Iltizam System

The iltizam system allowed individuals to purchase the right to collect
certain taxes in a given area. These tax farmers paid the state a fixed
amount and kept any surplus, incentivizing efficient collection. While this
system increased short-term revenues, it sometimes led to abuses and over-



taxation, creating tension between the state and rural populations.

Ottoman Currency and Monetary Policy

Development of Currency

The Ottoman Empire introduced its own currency, the akçe, early in its
history. Over time, the monetary system evolved to include silver coins
(para), gold coins (sultani), and copper coins (mangır). Currency reforms
were periodically implemented to stabilize the economy and facilitate trade.

Monetary Challenges

The empire faced recurring monetary challenges, including debasement of
coinage, inflation, and fluctuations in the value of precious metals. These
issues were exacerbated by the influx of New World silver into global
markets, which affected prices and purchasing power throughout the empire.
The state attempted to address these problems through regulation and periodic
recoinage.

Guilds, Crafts, and Manufacturing

The Role of Guilds (Esnaf)

Urban craftsmen and merchants were organized into guilds, known as esnaf,
which regulated production standards, prices, and apprenticeship. Guilds
played an important role in maintaining social order, supporting charitable
activities, and ensuring the quality of goods and services.

Key Industries

Ottoman manufacturing was diverse and included textiles, ceramics, metalwork,
leather goods, and armaments. Cities like Bursa were renowned for silk
production, while Iznik became famous for its ceramics. Many goods produced
by Ottoman artisans were exported across Europe, Asia, and Africa, enhancing
the empire’s economic prestige.



Reforms and Modernization Efforts

The Tanzimat Reforms

By the 19th century, the Ottoman economy faced significant challenges due to
military defeats, competition from European powers, and internal
inefficiencies. The Tanzimat reforms (1839–1876) aimed to modernize the
administration, legal system, and economy. These reforms included the
abolition of the timar system, new land laws, and efforts to improve tax
collection and infrastructure.

Industrialization and Foreign Investment

The Ottoman state sought to industrialize by building railroads, modernizing
manufacturing, and encouraging foreign investment. However, the empire
struggled to compete with the rapidly industrializing economies of Europe.
While some urban centers saw growth, much of the population remained engaged
in traditional agriculture and crafts.

Economic Challenges and Decline

External Pressures

The economics of the Ottoman Empire were increasingly strained by European
economic expansion, military conflicts, and the rise of global capitalism.
The empire’s dependency on foreign loans and imports grew, leading to
mounting debt and loss of financial autonomy.

Internal Weaknesses

Corruption, administrative inefficiency, and social unrest undermined the
effectiveness of economic policies. The decline of traditional industries,
population shifts, and the breakdown of the timar and guild systems further
weakened the economic structure. These challenges ultimately contributed to
the gradual dissolution of the Ottoman state in the early 20th century.

Legacy of the Ottoman Economic System

Despite its eventual decline, the Ottoman economic system left a lasting



legacy on the regions it once controlled. Ottoman approaches to land tenure,
taxation, and commerce influenced successor states in the Balkans, Middle
East, and North Africa. The empire’s cities retain architectural and
commercial traces of their Ottoman past, and its trade routes helped shape
the modern global economy. Understanding the economics of the Ottoman Empire
provides valuable perspectives on both historical and contemporary economic
challenges in these regions.

Trending Questions and Answers about the
Economics of the Ottoman Empire

Q: What was the main source of revenue for the
Ottoman Empire?
A: The main source of revenue for the Ottoman Empire was agricultural
taxation, particularly through the timar system and various land taxes.
Additional income came from customs duties, head taxes for non-Muslims, and
extraordinary levies during crises.

Q: How did the Ottoman Empire control and facilitate
trade?
A: The Ottomans controlled strategic land and sea trade routes, maintained
security along caravan paths, invested in infrastructure like caravanserais,
and granted privileges to merchants, making cities like Istanbul and Aleppo
major commercial hubs.

Q: What role did guilds play in the Ottoman economy?
A: Guilds (esnaf) regulated production, maintained quality standards, set
prices, and organized apprenticeship for craftsmen and merchants, supporting
social stability and economic efficiency in Ottoman urban centers.

Q: How did the Ottoman tax system impact society?
A: The tax system structured social and economic relationships, with taxes
like the cizye for non-Muslims and the iltizam tax farming system. While it
ensured state revenue, it sometimes led to over-taxation and social tension.

Q: What were some key agricultural products of the



Ottoman Empire?
A: Major products included wheat, barley, rice, cotton, tobacco, fruits (such
as grapes and olives), and livestock like sheep and cattle.

Q: How did monetary challenges affect the Ottoman
economy?
A: The Ottoman Empire faced issues like coin debasement, inflation, and the
impact of global silver flows, which weakened the currency and complicated
trade and state finances.

Q: What were the Tanzimat reforms and how did they
influence the economy?
A: The Tanzimat reforms (1839–1876) aimed to modernize the Ottoman state by
abolishing outdated systems, reforming land laws, improving tax collection,
and encouraging industrialization, though with limited long-term success.

Q: Why did the Ottoman economy decline in the 19th
century?
A: Decline was due to external pressures from European competition, rising
debt, loss of trade dominance, and internal weaknesses like administrative
inefficiency and the breakdown of traditional economic systems.

Q: What is the lasting legacy of the Ottoman
economic system?
A: The Ottoman economic system influenced land tenure, taxation, and trade
practices in successor states, and its commercial infrastructure helped shape
the economic development of the Balkans, Middle East, and North Africa.
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The Economics of the Ottoman Empire: A Thriving
System and its eventual Decline

The Ottoman Empire, a sprawling behemoth that dominated much of the Middle East, North Africa,
and Southeastern Europe for centuries, presents a fascinating case study in economic history. Its
longevity, exceeding six hundred years, was underpinned by a complex and dynamic economic
system that, while remarkably successful for a long period, ultimately succumbed to internal and
external pressures. This post delves into the intricacies of the Ottoman economy, examining its
successes, its vulnerabilities, and the factors contributing to its eventual decline. We'll explore the
key economic policies, trade networks, and financial structures that shaped this powerful empire
and its lasting impact on the world.

H2: The Pillars of Ottoman Economic Success:

The Ottoman Empire’s economic strength wasn't built overnight. Several key factors contributed to
its initial prosperity and sustained growth for centuries.

H3: Agricultural Abundance and Land Management:

Agriculture formed the bedrock of the Ottoman economy. The empire’s diverse geography, ranging
from fertile plains to mountainous regions, supported a wide variety of crops, including wheat,
barley, rice, cotton, and silk. The timar system, a land tenure system, played a vital role. In this
system, land was granted to military personnel in exchange for military service, incentivizing both
agricultural production and military preparedness. While effective initially, the system faced
challenges later on due to inconsistencies in its implementation and evolving land ownership
patterns.

H3: Thriving Trade Networks and Strategic Location:

The Ottomans’ strategic location at the crossroads of Europe, Asia, and Africa facilitated extensive
trade networks. Control of vital trade routes, including the Silk Road and maritime routes in the
Mediterranean and Black Seas, allowed them to levy taxes on goods passing through their
territories. This generated significant revenue and fostered the growth of major trading centers like
Istanbul, Cairo, and Damascus. The empire’s involvement in the spice trade was particularly
lucrative, generating immense wealth.



H3: Sophisticated Financial Institutions:

The Ottoman Empire developed sophisticated financial institutions for its time. The millet system,
which granted religious communities a degree of autonomy in managing their internal affairs,
indirectly contributed to economic stability by allowing diverse communities to engage in commerce
and contribute to the overall economy. The empire also established a robust banking system,
managing tax collection and facilitating large-scale financial transactions.

H2: Challenges and Vulnerabilities:

Despite its impressive achievements, the Ottoman economy faced significant challenges throughout
its history.

H3: Inflation and Fiscal Deficits:

Over time, the empire experienced periods of significant inflation, largely driven by increasing
military expenditure and a reliance on inflationary monetary policies. This weakened the currency
and eroded the purchasing power of the population. Fiscal deficits became increasingly common,
putting a strain on the empire's financial resources.

H3: Competition and Technological Stagnation:

The rise of European powers, particularly in the Age of Exploration, presented a significant
challenge to Ottoman dominance in trade. European powers developed superior naval technology
and established new trade routes, bypassing Ottoman control. Furthermore, the Ottomans lagged
behind Europe in technological advancements in areas like manufacturing and military technology,
leading to a relative decline in economic competitiveness.

H3: Internal Conflicts and Corruption:

Internal conflicts, including power struggles within the ruling elite and various rebellions,
destabilized the economy. Corruption within the administration further drained resources and
hindered efficient governance, impeding economic growth and reform efforts.



H2: The Decline and Fall:

The combination of internal weaknesses and external pressures ultimately led to the decline of the
Ottoman Empire. The inability to adapt to changing global economic conditions, coupled with
internal strife and administrative inefficiencies, proved fatal. While attempts at economic reform
were made throughout the 19th century, they were often insufficient to counteract the underlying
structural weaknesses.

Conclusion:

The economic history of the Ottoman Empire is a rich and complex narrative of both remarkable
success and eventual decline. Its sophisticated systems, strategic location, and diverse economy
sustained it for centuries. However, its failure to adapt to changing global dynamics, coupled with
internal challenges, ultimately led to its downfall. Studying the Ottoman economy offers valuable
lessons on the importance of adapting to changing global contexts, effective governance, and the
intricate interplay between political stability and economic prosperity.

FAQs:

1. What was the role of guilds in the Ottoman economy? Guilds played a significant role, regulating
production, setting standards, and providing social support for their members. They helped maintain
quality control and fostered specialized skills in various crafts.

2. How did the Ottoman Empire manage its vast territory economically? The empire employed a
decentralized system, with provincial governors responsible for collecting taxes and managing local
resources. However, this system was often plagued by inconsistencies and corruption.

3. What impact did the discovery of the New World have on the Ottoman economy? The discovery of
the New World and the subsequent establishment of new trade routes by European powers
significantly reduced the Ottoman Empire's control over global trade, leading to a decline in its
economic dominance.

4. How did the Ottoman Empire deal with inflation? The empire employed various methods to
address inflation, including adjusting tax rates and attempting to control the money supply.
However, these measures often proved insufficient to curb persistent inflationary pressures.

5. What were some of the significant economic reforms attempted in the late Ottoman Empire? The
late Ottoman period witnessed various attempts at economic reform, including efforts to modernize
industries, improve infrastructure, and introduce Western-style financial institutions. However,
these reforms often faced resistance and were hampered by political instability and a lack of
effective implementation.



  economics of the ottoman empire: Economics and Capitalism in the Ottoman Empire Deniz T.
Kilinçoğlu, 2015-06-19 Is it possible to generate capitalist spirit in a society, where cultural,
economic and political conditions did not unfold into an industrial revolution, and consequently into
an advanced industrial-capitalist formation? This is exactly what some prominent public intellectuals
in the late Ottoman Empire tried to achieve as a developmental strategy; long before Max Weber
defined the notion of capitalist spirit as the main motive behind the development of capitalism. This
book demonstrates how and why Ottoman reformists adapted (English and French) economic theory
to the Ottoman institutional setting and popularized it to cultivate bourgeois values in the public
sphere as a developmental strategy. It also reveals the imminent results of these efforts by
presenting examples of how bourgeois values permeated into all spheres of socio-cultural life, from
family life to literature, in the late Ottoman Empire. The text examines how the interplay between
Western European economic theories and the traditional Muslim economic cultural setting paved the
way for a new synthesis of a Muslim-capitalist value system; shedding light on the emergence of
capitalism—as a cultural and an economic system—and the social transformation it created in a
non-Western, and more specifically, in the Muslim Middle Eastern institutional setting. This book
will be of great interest to scholars of modern Middle Eastern history, economic history, and the
history of economic thought.
  economics of the ottoman empire: A History of Ottoman Economic Thought Fatih Ermiş,
2013-12-04 The Ottoman Empire (1299-1923) existed at the crossroads of the East and the West.
Neither the history of Western Asia, nor that of Eastern Europe, can be fully understood without
knowledge of the history of the Ottoman Empire. The question is often raised of whether or not
economic thinking can exist in a non-capitalistic society. In the Ottoman Empire, like in all other
pre-capitalistic cultures, the economic sphere was an integral part of social life, and elements of
Ottoman economic thought can frequently be found in amongst political, social and religious ideas.
Ottoman economic thinking cannot, therefore, be analyzed in isolation; analysis of economic thinking
can reveal aspects of the entire world view of the Ottomans. Based on extensive archival work, this
landmark volume examines Ottoman economic thinking in the classical period using three concepts:
humorism, circle of justice and household economy. Basing the research upon the writings of the
Ottoman elite and bureaucrats, this book explores Ottoman economic thinking starting from its own
dynamics, avoiding the temptation to seek modern economic theories and approaches in the
Ottoman milieu.
  economics of the ottoman empire: The Ottoman Empire and the World-Economy Huri
Islamogu-Inan, 2004-06-07 New perspectives on the Ottoman Empire, challenging Western
stereotypes.
  economics of the ottoman empire: An Economic and Social History of the Ottoman
Empire Suraiya Faroqhi, 1997-04-28 A major contribution to Ottoman history, now published in
paperback in two volumes.
  economics of the ottoman empire: A Monetary History of the Ottoman Empire Sevket Pamuk,
2000-03-09 An important book on the monetary history of the Ottoman empire by a leading
economic historian.
  economics of the ottoman empire: The Ottoman Economy and Its Institutions Şevket Pamuk,
2009 The Ottoman Empire stood at a crossroads of intercontinental trade, stretching from the
Balkans and the Black Sea region through the present day Middle East and most of the North
African coast for six centuries up to World War I. The articles in this volume by a leading economic
historian examine its economic institutions, the long term performance of the Ottoman economy and
explore the reasons for the longevity of this large empire. They argue that the Ottoman state and
society showed considerable ability to reorganize and adapt to changing circumstances and make
the case that, until the 19th century, standards of living in many parts of the empire differed little
from those in much of continental Europe.
  economics of the ottoman empire: The Political Economy of the Kurds of Turkey Veli
Yadirgi, 2017-08-03 An examination of the link between the economic and political development of



the Kurds in Turkey, and Turkey's Kurdish question.
  economics of the ottoman empire: Rules, Contracts and Law Enforcement in the
Ottoman Empire Bora Altay, Fuat Oğuz, 2021-10-12 This book examines the role of institutions and
law on the economic performance of the Ottoman Empire between 1500 and 1800. By focussing on
the pre-industrial period, the transition to industrialisation and the mechanisms behind it can be
explored. Particular attention is given to the allocation of financial resources towards more
productive and efficient economic activities and the role this played in economic divergence among
societies. A comparative analysis with European societies highlights the importance of non-economic
institutions during the pre-industrial period. This book aims to provide new analytical perspectives
and ways of thinking about how the Ottoman Empire lost its powerful economic and political
structures. It is relevant to students and researchers interested in economic history, law and
economics, and the political economy.
  economics of the ottoman empire: The Economics of Ottoman Justice Metin Coşgel,
Boğaç Ergene, 2016-10-27 A systematic analysis of legal practice in a sharia court in the Ottoman
Empire during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
  economics of the ottoman empire: Economic Life in Ottoman Europe Bruce McGowan, 1981
A painstaking study of Ottoman records, providing analyses of the economic, fiscal and demographic
situation.
  economics of the ottoman empire: The Muslim Empires of the Ottomans, Safavids, and
Mughals Stephen F. Dale, 2009-12-24 Between 1453 and 1526 Muslims founded three major states
in the Mediterranean, Iran and South Asia: respectively the Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal empires.
By the early seventeenth century their descendants controlled territories that encompassed much of
the Muslim world, stretching from the Balkans and North Africa to the Bay of Bengal and including a
combined population of between 130 and 160 million people. This book is the first comparative study
of the politics, religion, and culture of these three empires between 1300 and 1923. At the heart of
the analysis is Islam, and how it impacted on the political and military structures, the economy,
language, literature and religious traditions of these great empires. This original and sophisticated
study provides an antidote to the modern view of Muslim societies by illustrating the complexity,
humanity and vitality of these empires, empires that cannot be reduced simply to religious doctrine.
  economics of the ottoman empire: Ottoman Palestine 1800-1914 Gilbar, 2023-11-27 Like
other regions within the Ottoman Empire, Palestine at the turn of the nineteenth century underwent
extensive economic and social changes. These encompassed the demography, society and economics
of the various ecological groups of the population. The articles in this volume present different
aspects of this long and complex process. They fall thematically into four groups. The first, which
includes articles by U.O. Schmelz and Ruth Kark, focuses on demographic and urban developments.
the second, with articles by Ya'akov Firestone and Yossi Ben-Artzi, offers various views of changes in
the village and in agriculture in Palestine. The third part, containing articles by Shmuel Avitsur,
Walter Pinhas Pick, Nachum T. Gross and Alex Carmel, covers several areas in the historical
development of the industrial and services branches. Finally, the articles in the fourth section, by
Oded Peri, Gabriel Baer and Clinton Bailey, examine questions in the sphere of fiscal developments.
Included are studies on Arab and Jewish as well as nomadic, rural and urban societies. The
consequences of economic activity in the private and public sectors and of local and foreign
entrepreneurs are examined. In several articles the authros trace the changes that occurred in
traditional insitutions such as the Muslim waqf, while others focus on the introduction of the new
economic institutions such as the modern bank and railway.
  economics of the ottoman empire: Ottoman Manufacturing in the Age of the Industrial
Revolution Donald Quataert, 2002-10-03 This book uncovers the rich, fascinating and complex world
of Ottoman manufacturing and manufacturers in the age of the European industrial revolution.
Using a wealth of sources from Ottoman, European and American archives, Professor Donald
Quataert explores the technological methods of producing cotton cloth, wool cloth, yarn and silk,
how these changed throughout the nineteenth century, the organisation of home and workshop



production and trends in the domestic and international markets. By focusing on textile
manufacturing in homes and small workshops, the author reveals a dynamism that refutes
traditional notions of a declining economy in the face of European expansion. He shows how
manufacturers adopted a variety of strategies, such as reduced wages and low technology inputs, to
confront European competitors, protect their livelihoods and retain domestic and international
customers.
  economics of the ottoman empire: War, Peace, and Prosperity in the Name of God Murat
Iyigun, 2015-05-07 In Conflict, Peace, and Prosperity in the Name of God, Murat Iyigun explores
how longer-term developments influenced the spread of monotheistic religions and how these trends
affected other societies and religions. He explores with the statistical methods of economics the way
religions shaped the development of societies and framed the conflicts between and within them.
Specifically, he asks why and how political power and organized religion became so swiftly and
successfully intertwined, and then examines the role of religion in conflict historically, as well as the
sociopolitical, demographic, and economic effects of religiously motivated conflicts. Conflict, Peace,
and Prosperity in the Name of God breaks exciting new ground in our understanding of religion and
societies, and the conflicts between them.
  economics of the ottoman empire: Rulers, Religion, and Riches Jared Rubin, 2017-02-16 This
book seeks to explain the political and religious factors leading to the economic reversal of fortunes
between Europe and the Middle East.
  economics of the ottoman empire: The Ottomans Marc David Baer, 2021-10-05 This major
new history of the Ottoman dynasty reveals a diverse empire that straddled East and West. The
Ottoman Empire has long been depicted as the Islamic, Asian antithesis of the Christian, European
West. But the reality was starkly different: the Ottomans’ multiethnic, multilingual, and
multireligious domain reached deep into Europe’s heart. Indeed, the Ottoman rulers saw themselves
as the new Romans. Recounting the Ottomans’ remarkable rise from a frontier principality to a
world empire, historian Marc David Baer traces their debts to their Turkish, Mongolian, Islamic, and
Byzantine heritage. The Ottomans pioneered religious toleration even as they used religious
conversion to integrate conquered peoples. But in the nineteenth century, they embraced
exclusivity, leading to ethnic cleansing, genocide, and the empire’s demise after the First World
War. The Ottomans vividly reveals the dynasty’s full history and its enduring impact on Europe and
the world.
  economics of the ottoman empire: The Ottoman Empire and the World Economy Resat
Kasaba, 1988-12-06 The Ottoman Empire is approahced through analysis of its political economy
based on world systems theory. Relations with Europe constituted one of the key factors that shaped
the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire. Yet a comprehensive account of the nature, development,
and consequences of these realtions has, until now, never been developed. This book moves beyond
the narrow framework of Euro-Ottoman relations, and places Europe at the center of the expanding
world economy as it examines the impact of this global system on the Ottoman Empire. Its main
contention is that the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire was the culmination of a long term process
whereby the Ottoman territories became integral parts of the European-centered world economy,
and Ottoman state a subordinate member of the interstate system. In addition to the broad
processes eminating from outside, the author focuses on the transformation of the political,
economic, and social structures in the Ottoman Empire. The changes in processes of production,
networks of trade, and relations among various social groups are described on the basis of archival
material on western Anatolia. Considering world affairs and Ottoman developments simultaneously
makes this work unique in its field. This approach captures the transformation of the Ottoman
Empire during the nineteenth century in all its complexity. In addition to providing original
information about western Anatolia, the books also offers a general model for combining the macro
concerns of historical sociology with detailed research in social history.
  economics of the ottoman empire: The Ottoman Empire and Europe Halil İnalcık, 2017
  economics of the ottoman empire: The Ottoman Empire and European Capitalism, 1820-1913



Sevket Pamuk, 1987-09-10 Originally published in 1987, this book examines the consequences of the
nineteenth-century economic penetration of Europe into the Ottoman Empire. Professor Pamuk
makes subtle use of a very wide range of sources encompassing the statistics of most of the
European countries and Ottoman records not previously tapped for this purpose. His economic and
quantitative analysis established the long-term trends of Ottoman foreign trade and European
investment in the Empire. The later chapters focus on the commercialisation of agriculture and the
decline as well as the resistance of handicrafts. Geographically, most of the volume focuses on the
area within the 1911 borders of the Empire - Turkey, northern Greece, Greater Syria and Iraq.
Professor Pamuk compares the relationship of the Ottoman Empire to the world economy with that
of other parts of the non-European world and concludes that the two distinguishing features of the
Ottoman case were the environment of Great Power rivalry and the ability of the government to
react against European pressures.
  economics of the ottoman empire: The Armenians of Aintab �mit Kurt, 2021-04-13 A
TurkÕs discovery that Armenians once thrived in his hometown leads to a groundbreaking
investigation into the local dynamics of genocide. �mit Kurt, born and raised in Gaziantep, Turkey,
was astonished to learn that his hometown once had a large and active Armenian community. The
Armenian presence in Aintab, the cityÕs name during the Ottoman period, had not only been
destroyedÑit had been replaced. To every appearance, Gaziantep was a typical Turkish city. Kurt
digs into the details of the Armenian dispossession that produced the homogeneously Turkish city in
which he grew up. In particular, he examines the population that gained from ethnic cleansing.
Records of land confiscation and population transfer demonstrate just how much new wealth became
available when the prosperous ArmeniansÑwho were active in manufacturing, agricultural
production, and tradeÑwere ejected. Although the official rationale for the removal of the Armenians
was that the group posed a threat of rebellion, Kurt shows that the prospect of material gain was a
key motivator of support for the Armenian genocide among the local Muslim gentry and the Turkish
public. Those who benefited mostÑprovincial elites, wealthy landowners, state officials, and
merchants who accumulated Armenian capitalÑin turn financed the nationalist movement that
brought the modern Turkish republic into being. The economic elite of Aintab was thus reconstituted
along both ethnic and political lines. The Armenians of Aintab draws on primary sources from
Armenian, Ottoman, Turkish, British, and French archives, as well as memoirs, personal papers, oral
accounts, and newly discovered property-liquidation records. Together they provide an invaluable
account of genocide at ground level.
  economics of the ottoman empire: Uneven Centuries Şevket Pamuk, 2018-11-20 The first
comprehensive history of the Turkish economy The population and economy of the area within the
present-day borders of Turkey has consistently been among the largest in the developing world, yet
there has been no authoritative economic history of Turkey until now. In Uneven Centuries, Şevket
Pamuk examines the economic growth and human development of Turkey over the past two hundred
years. Taking a comparative global perspective, Pamuk investigates Turkey’s economic history
through four periods: the open economy during the nineteenth-century Ottoman era, the transition
from empire to nation-state that spanned the two world wars and the Great Depression, the
continued protectionism and import-substituting industrialization after World War II, and the
neoliberal policies and the opening of the economy after 1980. Making use of indices of GDP per
capita, trade, wages, health, and education, Pamuk argues that Turkey’s long-term economic trends
cannot be explained only by immediate causes such as economic policies, rates of investment,
productivity growth, and structural change. Uneven Centuries offers a deeper analysis of the
essential forces underlying Turkey’s development—its institutions and their evolution—to make
better sense of the country’s unique history and to provide important insights into the patterns of
growth in developing countries during the past two centuries.
  economics of the ottoman empire: An Economic and Social History of the Ottoman
Empire, 1300-1914 Halil İnalcık, Donald Quataert, 1994 Examines the social and economic history
of one of the major empires of modern times.



  economics of the ottoman empire: Ottoman-Dutch Economic Relations in the Early Modern
Period 1571-1699 Mehmet Bulut, 2001
  economics of the ottoman empire: The Rise of Fiscal States Bartolomé Yun-Casalilla, Patrick
K. O'Brien, Francisco Comín Comín, 2012-05-24 Leading economic historians present a
groundbreaking series of country case studies exploring the formation of fiscal states in Eurasia.
  economics of the ottoman empire: Miners and the State in the Ottoman Empire Donald
Quataert, 2006 Table of Contents 1 Introduction and historiographical essay 1 2 The Ottoman coal
coast 20 3 Coal miners at work : jobs, recruitment, and wages 52 4 Like slaves in colonial countries :
working conditions in the coalfield 80 5 Ties that bind : village-mine relations 95 6 Military duty and
mine work : the blurred vocations of Ottoman soldier-workers 129 7 Methane, rockfalls, and other
disasters : accidents at the mines 150 8 Victims and agents : confronting death and safety in the
mines 184 9 Wartime in the coalfield 206 10 Conclusion 227 Appendix on the reporting of accidents
235.
  economics of the ottoman empire: State and Peasant in the Ottoman Empire Huri
İslamoğlu-İnan, 1994 This meant that in the light of the fiscal and legitimation concerns of the
Ottoman state and contrary to the assumptions of the models of economic development, changes in
population and in commercial demand did not result in the disruption of the integrity of the small
peasant holding as the primary unit of production
  economics of the ottoman empire: Capitalism in the Ottoman Balkans Costas Lapavitsas,
Pinar Cakiroglu, 2019-08-08 The Ottoman Empire went through rapid economic and social
development in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, as it approached its end. Profound
changes took place in its European territories, particularly and prominently in Macedonia. In the
decades before the First World War, industrial capitalism began to emerge in Ottoman Macedonia
and its impact was felt across society. The port city of Salonica was at the epicentre of this
transformation, led by its Jewish community. But the most remarkable site of development was found
deep in provincial Macedonia, where industrial capitalism sprang from domestic sources in spite of
unfavourable conditions. Ottoman Greek traders and industrialists from the region of Mount
Vermion helped shape the economic trajectory of 'Turkey in Europe', and competed successfully
against Jewish capitalists from Salonica. The story of Ottoman Macedonian capitalism was nearly
forgotten in the century that followed the demise of the Empire. This book pieces it together by
unearthing Ottoman archival materials combined with Greek sources and field research. It offers a
fresh perspective on late Ottoman economic history and will be an invaluable resource for scholars
of Ottoman, Greek and Turkish history. Published in Association with the British Institute at Ankara
  economics of the ottoman empire: Economic Life in Ottoman Jerusalem Amnon Cohen,
2002-08-22 A vivid and detailed picture of everyday life in Ottoman Jerusalem.
  economics of the ottoman empire: Feeding Istanbul: The Political Economy of Urban
Provisioning Candan Turkkan, 2021-04-19 Through an account of how Istanbul is provisioned since
the late 19th century, Candan Türkkan provides an account of the marketization of urban
provisioning practices and its implications for the sovereign and the political community alike.
  economics of the ottoman empire: Foreign Investment in the Ottoman Empire V. Necla
Geyikdagi, 2011-01-28 As the borders of the Ottoman Empire crumbled throughout the latter half of
the nineteenth century, unprecedented amounts of foreign capital poured in from investors who
were eager to capitalize on the country's sparsely regulated industries. Economist Necla Geyikdagi
sheds light on the motives, means and policies which shaped foreign direct investment (FDI) in the
Ottoman Empire throughout the late-nineteenth century. The book weighs political motivation
against economic incentive in examining the trade policies of the major capital exporting countries.
Drawing from key speeches on foreign trade policy, personal journals and popular publications,
Geyikdagi provides unique insight into the network of foreign investors and politicians that lay
behind the channels of direct investment within the ailing Empire.
  economics of the ottoman empire: Why Nations Fail Daron Acemoglu, James A. Robinson,
2012-03-20 NEW YORK TIMES AND WALL STREET JOURNAL BESTSELLER • From two winners of



the 2024 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences, “who have demonstrated the importance of societal
institutions for a country’s prosperity” “A wildly ambitious work that hopscotches through history
and around the world to answer the very big question of why some countries get rich and others
don’t.”—The New York Times FINALIST: Financial Times and Goldman Sachs Business Book of the
Year Award • ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The Washington Post, Financial Times, The
Economist, BusinessWeek, Bloomberg, The Christian Science Monitor, The Plain Dealer Why are
some nations rich and others poor, divided by wealth and poverty, health and sickness, food and
famine? Is it culture, the weather, or geography that determines prosperity or poverty? As Why
Nations Fail shows, none of these factors is either definitive or destiny. Drawing on fifteen years of
original research, Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson conclusively show that it is our man-made
political and economic institutions that underlie economic success (or the lack of it). Korea, to take
just one example, is a remarkably homogenous nation, yet the people of North Korea are among the
poorest on earth while their brothers and sisters in South Korea are among the richest. The
differences between the Koreas is due to the politics that created those two different institutional
trajectories. Acemoglu and Robinson marshal extraordinary historical evidence from the Roman
Empire, the Mayan city-states, the Soviet Union, the United States, and Africa to build a new theory
of political economy with great relevance for the big questions of today, among them: • Will China’s
economy continue to grow at such a high speed and ultimately overwhelm the West? • Are America’s
best days behind it? Are we creating a vicious cycle that enriches and empowers a small minority?
“This book will change the way people think about the wealth and poverty of nations . . . as
ambitious as Jared Diamond’s Guns, Germs, and Steel.”—BusinessWeek
  economics of the ottoman empire: Social Disintegration and Popular Resistance in the
Ottoman Empire, 1881-1908 Donald Quataert, 1983
  economics of the ottoman empire: Ruler Visibility and Popular Belonging in the Ottoman
Empire, 1808-1908 Darin N. Stephanov, 2018-11-14 This book argues that the periodic ceremonial
intrusion into the everyday lives of people across the Ottoman Empire, which the annual royal
birthday and accession-day celebrations constituted, had multiple, far-reaching and largely
unexplored consequences. On the one hand, it brought ordinary subjects into symbolic contact with
the monarch and forged lasting vertical ties of loyalty to him, irrespective of language, location,
creed or class. On the other hand, the rounds of royal celebration played a key role in the creation of
new types of horizontal ties and ethnic group consciousness that crystallized into national
movements and, after the empire's demise, national monarchies.
  economics of the ottoman empire: Turkish Economy At The Crossroads: Facing The
Challenges Ahead Asaf Savas Akat, Seyfettin Gursel, 2020-10-05 Turkish Economy at the
Crossroads: Facing the Challenges Ahead is an exciting new volume of articles from prominent
experts, edited by two distinguished economists. Despite its international stature and its diversified
open-market economy, the global literature on Turkey is dispersed and sparse. The book aims to
remedy this shortcoming by providing readers interested in Turkey with a balanced and up-to-date
overview of the economy.Topics discussed include trends in long-term political economy, post-2001
macroeconomic policies, tradable and non-tradable sectors and their impact on income distribution,
capital flows and financial imbalances, success and problems of structural transformation at the
micro level, characteristics of the labor markets with special emphasis on female employment,
Turkey's long lasting but difficult relations with the European Union and possible scenarios for the
near future. This unified approach permits to highlight and tackle effectively the challenges and
risks Turkey faces in the final and critical stage of transition to a modern developed society.
  economics of the ottoman empire: A Neighborhood in Ottoman Istanbul Cem Behar,
2012-02-01 Combining the vivid and colorful detail of a micro-history with a wider historical
perspective, this groundbreaking study looks at the urban and social history of a small neighborhood
community (a mahalle) of Ottoman Istanbul, the Kasap İlyas. Drawing on exceptionally rich historical
documentation starting in the early sixteenth century, Cem Behar focuses on how the Kasap İlyas
mahalle came to mirror some of the overarching issues of the capital city of the Ottoman Empire.



Also considered are other issues central to the historiography of cities, such as rural migration and
urban integration of migrants, including avenues for professional integration and the solidarity
networks migrants formed, and the role of historical guilds and non-guild labor, the ancestor of the
informal or marginal sector found today in less developed countries.
  economics of the ottoman empire: A Comparative Evolution of Business Partnerships
Murat Çızakça, 2023-10-16 This monograph deals with the entrepreneurs, the partnerships they
formed and how these partnerships evolved through a time span of about fourteen centuries, that is,
from the birth of Islam to the present. The first part of the book examines the evolution of medieval
partnership forms in Europe and finally in the United States, while in the second part the much less
known Islamic evolution is studied. The study of the Islamic evolution is based on extensive original
research conducted in the Ottoman archives. Comparative economic and business historians of these
two great civilizations will find this book highly important, while modern Islamic bankers and
economists interested in the actual functioning of an Islamic economy will find this volume
indispensable reading, for here they have a unique chance to observe an Islamic economy and
business operating within an historical framework.
  economics of the ottoman empire: From Anatolia to Aceh Andrew C. S. Peacock, Annabel Teh
Gallop, 2015 Southeast Asia has long been connected by trade, religion and political links to the
wider world across the Indian Ocean, and especially to the Middle East through the faith of Islam.
However, little attention has been paid to the ties between Muslim Southeast Asia - encompassing
the modern nations of Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei, Singapore and the southern parts of Thailand
and the Philippines - and the greatest Middle Eastern power, the Ottoman empire. The first direct
political contact took place in the 16th century, when Ottoman records confirm that gunners and
gunsmiths were sent to Aceh in Sumatra to help fight against the Portuguese domination of the
pepper trade. In the intervening centuries, the main conduit for contact between was the annual
Hajj pilgrimage, and many Malay pilgrims from Southeast Asia spent long periods of study in the
holy cities of Mecca and Medina, which were under Ottoman control from 1517 until the early 20th
century. During the period of European colonial expansion in the 19th century, once again Malay
states turned to Istanbul for help. It now appears that these demands for intervention from
Southeast Asia may even have played an important role in the development of the Ottoman policy of
Pan-Islamism, positioning the Ottoman emperor as Caliph and leader of Muslims worldwide and
promoting Muslim solidarity. The papers in this volume represent the first attempt to bring together
research on all aspects of the relationship between the Ottoman world and Southeast Asia - political,
economic, religious and intellectual - much of it based on documents newly discovered in archives in
Istanbul--Provided by publisher.
  economics of the ottoman empire: To Save an Empire Allan R Gall, 2018-04-06 In 1877, when
Russia attacks the Ottoman Empire, Sultan Abduelhamit II must fight a devastating war to preserve
his ethnically diverse territories that stretch across three continents. At home, he feels threatened
from within by Mithat Pasha, a respected reformer, who has popular support for a constitution that
would curb the sultan's authority and give the people a voice in their government. Aware of these
challenges, Abduelhamit's Belgian wife, Flora Cordier, hopes to remain his confidante and helpmate
as he decides how to govern: the iron-fisted rule of his ancestors, the democracy proposed by
Mithat, or the diplomacy that exposes his weakened military power. No matter his choice, he is
responsible for the suffering of his people.To Save an Empire explores the impact of religious and
ethnic conflict in the Ottoman Empire of the late 19th century on the lives of ordinary
people-Muslims, Christians, and Jews. Refugees flee atrocities that incite revenge, but also arouse
charity and love. A story of love found and lost, of war and its consequences. Today's Balkans and
Middle East emerge from the era's political forces of terrorism, imperialism, nationalism, and
religion. It is a modern
story.______________________________________________________________________________e;[Gall]...artfully
brings to life the political intrigues of an empire sliding into irrelevance. The Ottoman Empire
emerges as a kind of protagonist all its own, eager to become strengthened by its embrace of



modernity and the West, but also anxious about surrendering its cultural and religious identity. ... A
magnificently researched tale of a troubled empire that's also dramatically captivating.e; - Kirkus
reviews e;Fiction as only history can tell it, all the more moving because we know it is not fiction. ...a
compelling story.e; - Bulent Atalay, physicist and author of Math and the Mona Lisa and Leonardo's
Universe
  economics of the ottoman empire: French Trade in Istanbul in the Eighteenth Century
Edhem Eldem, 1999 This in-depth analysis of French trade in Istanbul in the eighteenth century
deals extensively with the nature and mechanisms of this trade, Ottoman monetary and financial
history, bills of exchange, Ottoman traders and guilds, and Ottoman economic integration with
Europe.
  economics of the ottoman empire: The Economics of World War I Stephen Broadberry,
Mark Harrison, 2005-09-29 This unique volume offers a definitive new history of European
economies at war from 1914 to 1918. It studies how European economies mobilised for war, how
existing economic institutions stood up under the strain, how economic development influenced
outcomes and how wartime experience influenced post-war economic growth. Leading international
experts provide the first systematic comparison of economies at war between 1914 and 1918 based
on the best available data for Britain, Germany, France, Russia, the USA, Italy, Turkey,
Austria-Hungary and the Netherlands. The editors' overview draws some stark lessons about the role
of economic development, the importance of markets and the damage done by nationalism and
protectionism. A companion volume to the acclaimed The Economics of World War II, this is a major
contribution to our understanding of total war.
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