
cultural leveling definition sociology

cultural leveling definition sociology refers to the process in which cultures become more similar to each
other, especially as societies adopt elements from one another through increased contact, globalization, and
technological advancement. In sociology, understanding cultural leveling helps explain how traditions,
beliefs, languages, and social practices can converge, impacting local identities and global communities. This
article will explore the definition and significance of cultural leveling within sociology, examine its causes
and consequences, discuss real-world examples, and analyze both the positive and negative effects on
societies worldwide. By delving into the mechanisms behind cultural leveling, the article provides insight
into how cultures interact, change, and adapt in an increasingly interconnected world. Readers will gain a
comprehensive view of the concept, its relevance in modern society, and its implications for cultural
diversity and social change. The following sections will guide you through the essential aspects of cultural
leveling definition sociology, ensuring a thorough and engaging learning experience.
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How Cultural Leveling Shapes Modern Societies

Conclusion

Understanding Cultural Leveling in Sociology
Cultural leveling definition sociology describes the phenomenon where different cultures become
increasingly similar, often due to contact, migration, technology, and globalization. In sociological terms,
cultural leveling is viewed as a process that reduces the distinctiveness between groups, leading to a more
homogeneous global culture. Sociologists study cultural leveling to understand how shared practices, values,
and beliefs emerge across societies, and how this affects cultural identity and diversity.

The concept is central to discussions about globalization, modernization, and social change. Cultural leveling



occurs when dominant cultures influence others, resulting in the adoption of language, customs, products,
and lifestyles. As societies interact and exchange ideas, the boundaries separating cultures can blur, leading
to widespread changes in social norms and traditions.

Key Features of Cultural Leveling

Reduction of differences between cultures

Adoption of similar customs, technology, and lifestyles

Influence of dominant cultures on marginalized groups

Spread of global brands, media, and language

Understanding these features helps sociologists analyze the mechanisms and outcomes of cultural leveling
in different contexts.

Origins and Causes of Cultural Leveling
The origins of cultural leveling in sociology can be traced to historical events such as colonization,
migration, and the expansion of trade. As societies came into contact—through war, commerce, or
exploration—they exchanged cultural elements, leading to gradual similarity. In the modern era,
technological advancements and the rise of mass media have accelerated this process.

Major Causes of Cultural Leveling

Globalization: Increased interconnectedness of economies and societies promotes cultural exchange.

Technological Innovation: Communication technologies like the internet and social media enable
rapid sharing of ideas and practices.

Migration and Urbanization: Movement of people brings new customs and traditions to different
regions.

International Trade: Global markets introduce products, values, and lifestyles across borders.

Media and Entertainment: Television, movies, music, and digital content spread cultural norms
worldwide.



These causes collectively contribute to the blending of cultures and the rise of shared global identities.

Key Examples of Cultural Leveling
Real-world examples illustrate how cultural leveling occurs in various regions and contexts. These cases
demonstrate the tangible impact of cultural convergence on everyday life.

Westernization and Global Brands
One of the most prominent examples is the spread of Western culture, particularly through global brands
like McDonald's, Coca-Cola, and Apple. These companies have brought Western food, technology, and
consumer habits to countries around the world, influencing local preferences and daily routines.

Language Adoption and Linguistic Homogenization
The widespread use of English as a global lingua franca is another example of cultural leveling. Many
countries prioritize English in education, business, and media, resulting in the decline of regional languages
and dialects.

Fashion and Pop Culture
International fashion trends and pop culture, such as K-pop, Hollywood movies, and global sports leagues,
unite diverse audiences and promote similar tastes, further driving cultural leveling.

Positive Effects of Cultural Leveling
Cultural leveling can yield several benefits for societies, fostering cooperation, understanding, and
innovation. Sociologists highlight its role in promoting shared values, reducing conflict, and facilitating
economic growth.

Benefits of Cultural Leveling

Enhanced global communication and collaboration

Greater tolerance and understanding between cultures



Access to new ideas, technologies, and educational opportunities

Economic development through international trade

Improved social mobility and equality

These positive effects underscore the potential of cultural leveling to create a more inclusive and connected
world.

Negative Impacts of Cultural Leveling
Despite its advantages, cultural leveling also presents significant challenges. Sociologists warn that excessive
cultural homogenization can threaten local traditions, languages, and identities, leading to cultural loss and
social tension.

Drawbacks of Cultural Leveling

Erosion of unique cultural practices and heritage

Loss of minority languages and indigenous knowledge

Dominance of powerful cultures over marginalized groups

Identity crises and cultural alienation

Resistance and backlash against globalization

Recognizing these drawbacks is essential for balancing cultural exchange with the preservation of
diversity.

Cultural Leveling vs. Cultural Diffusion
While cultural leveling and cultural diffusion are related concepts in sociology, they refer to distinct
processes. Cultural diffusion is the spread of cultural elements from one society to another, often resulting in
adaptation and innovation. Cultural leveling, on the other hand, involves the reduction of cultural
differences and the formation of similar social norms.



Comparing Concepts

Cultural Diffusion: Focuses on exchange and adaptation of cultural traits.

Cultural Leveling: Emphasizes convergence and uniformity between cultures.

Both processes are driven by contact, communication, and globalization.

Understanding the distinction helps sociologists analyze cultural change and its impact on societies.

How Cultural Leveling Shapes Modern Societies
Cultural leveling definition sociology is increasingly relevant in today's globalized world. The process
shapes modern societies by influencing social structures, policies, and everyday life. Governments,
businesses, and communities must adapt to changing cultural dynamics, balancing global trends with local
values.

Sociologists study cultural leveling to assess its impact on migration, urbanization, education, and social
integration. The phenomenon affects not only individuals but also institutions, as they navigate the
challenges and opportunities of cultural convergence.

Social Implications

Changes in family structures and gender roles

Transformation of educational curricula

Emergence of multicultural identities

Debates over cultural preservation and assimilation

The ongoing process of cultural leveling will continue to shape social interactions, policies, and global
relationships in the future.

Conclusion
Cultural leveling definition sociology provides a vital framework for understanding cultural change and



convergence in an interconnected world. By examining its causes, effects, and examples, sociologists gain
valuable insights into how cultures interact, adapt, and influence each other. While cultural leveling brings
benefits such as increased cooperation and innovation, it also poses risks to cultural diversity and heritage.
Recognizing both the positive and negative impacts allows societies to manage cultural exchange
thoughtfully and preserve unique identities amidst global transformation.

Q: What is the cultural leveling definition in sociology?
A: In sociology, cultural leveling refers to the process by which different cultures become more similar,
often due to globalization, technological advancement, and increased contact between societies. This
convergence leads to shared customs, values, and social norms.

Q: What are some causes of cultural leveling?
A: Major causes include globalization, technological innovation, migration, international trade, and the
spread of media and entertainment, all of which promote cultural exchange and reduce differences
between societies.

Q: Can cultural leveling lead to loss of cultural identity?
A: Yes, cultural leveling can sometimes result in the erosion of unique traditions, languages, and practices,
creating challenges for cultural preservation and identity among affected communities.

Q: How does cultural leveling differ from cultural diffusion?
A: Cultural diffusion involves the spread and adaptation of cultural elements between societies, while
cultural leveling emphasizes the reduction of differences and the formation of similar social norms and
practices.

Q: What are some examples of cultural leveling in the modern world?
A: Examples include the global spread of fast-food chains, adoption of English as a common language,
international fashion trends, and the worldwide popularity of certain music genres and sports.

Q: What are the positive effects of cultural leveling?
A: Positive effects include increased global communication, greater tolerance, access to new ideas and



technology, economic growth, and improved social mobility.

Q: What are the negative impacts of cultural leveling?
A: Negative impacts can include loss of cultural heritage, marginalization of minority groups, dominance of
powerful cultures, identity crises, and resistance against cultural homogenization.

Q: How does globalization contribute to cultural leveling?
A: Globalization enhances interconnectedness, facilitates cultural exchange, and accelerates the spread of
common practices, products, and values, leading to greater cultural similarity worldwide.

Q: Why is the study of cultural leveling important in sociology?
A: Studying cultural leveling helps sociologists understand the dynamics of social change, the impact on
cultural diversity, and the implications for social integration and policy-making in a globalized world.

Q: What strategies can help preserve cultural diversity amid cultural
leveling?
A: Strategies include promoting education about local traditions, supporting minority languages,
encouraging cultural exchange with respect for diversity, and implementing policies to safeguard cultural
heritage.
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Have you ever noticed how similar global trends seem to be becoming? From the ubiquity of fast-
food chains to the dominance of specific social media platforms, a sense of cultural sameness is
increasingly apparent. This phenomenon, known as cultural leveling, is a significant topic within
sociology, and understanding it requires a nuanced approach. This post will explore the cultural
leveling definition sociology, dissecting its various facets, implications, and critiques. We'll delve into
the processes driving this phenomenon, examining its impact on both local cultures and global
society.

What is Cultural Leveling in Sociology?

Cultural leveling, in a sociological context, refers to the reduction in cultural differences between
nations as a result of increased global communication and exchange. It's the process by which
diverse cultures become more similar, often characterized by the adoption of dominant cultural
traits, particularly from Western societies. It's crucial to distinguish it from cultural diffusion, which
involves the spread of cultural elements without necessarily implying a reduction in diversity.
Cultural leveling suggests a more homogenizing effect, potentially leading to the erosion of unique
cultural identities.

Key Aspects of Cultural Leveling:

Globalization's Role: Globalization, with its increased trade, migration, and media
interconnectedness, is a primary driver of cultural leveling. The seamless flow of information and
products transcends geographical boundaries, exposing populations worldwide to similar trends and
values.

Media Influence: Mass media, especially through channels like television, the internet, and social
media, plays a significant role in disseminating dominant cultural narratives and lifestyles globally.
This exposure can lead to the adoption of similar consumer habits, fashion trends, and entertainment
preferences.

Economic Factors: Multinational corporations and global capitalism contribute to cultural leveling
by standardizing products and services to appeal to a wider audience. This often leads to the
dominance of Westernized products and consumption patterns.

Mechanisms of Cultural Leveling:



1. Westernization and Americanization:

One of the most prominent aspects of cultural leveling is the spread of Western, and specifically
American, cultural traits. This involves the adoption of Western values, languages, fashion, food, and
entertainment. This dominance isn't necessarily a conscious effort; it's often a byproduct of
economic and political power dynamics.

2. Diffusion of Innovations:

The spread of new technologies and ideas also contributes to cultural leveling. The rapid adoption of
smartphones and social media platforms, for example, creates a globalized communication network
that transcends cultural barriers, leading to the sharing of common information and practices.

3. Migration and Cultural Exchange:

While migration can enrich cultural diversity, it can also contribute to leveling when large-scale
migration leads to the integration of immigrant populations into the dominant culture, potentially at
the expense of their original cultural traits.

Criticisms and Counterarguments:

While the concept of cultural leveling is widely accepted, it also faces critiques. Some argue that:

Cultural Hybridity: Cultural leveling doesn't always mean complete homogenization. Instead, it often
leads to the blending and merging of cultural elements, resulting in new hybrid forms of culture that
incorporate aspects of various traditions.

Resistance and Revitalization: Local cultures often resist the homogenizing effects of globalization,
actively preserving and promoting their unique traditions and identities. This resistance can
manifest in various ways, from revitalizing traditional arts and crafts to promoting indigenous
languages.

Uneven Distribution of Influence: Cultural leveling is not a uniform process. The flow of cultural
influences is often asymmetrical, with dominant cultures exerting more influence than less powerful
ones. This can lead to cultural imperialism and the marginalization of minority cultures.



The Impact of Cultural Leveling:

The consequences of cultural leveling are complex and multifaceted. While some argue it fosters
global understanding and cooperation, others point to potential negative impacts:

Loss of Cultural Diversity: The most significant concern is the potential loss of unique cultural
practices, languages, and traditions as they are replaced by more dominant ones.

Cultural Imperialism: The dominance of certain cultures can be perceived as a form of cultural
imperialism, undermining the self-determination and cultural sovereignty of less powerful nations.

Erosion of Local Identities: As global culture becomes more standardized, local identities and
community bonds may weaken.

Conclusion:

Cultural leveling is a multifaceted sociological concept with both positive and negative implications.
Understanding its dynamics requires acknowledging the complex interplay of globalization, media
influence, economic forces, and local resistance. While the homogenization of culture is a significant
trend, it’s crucial to recognize the ongoing processes of cultural hybridity and the persistent efforts
to maintain and celebrate cultural diversity in the face of globalization's pressures.

FAQs:

1. Is cultural leveling inevitable? No, while globalization's influence is undeniable, cultural
preservation efforts and the inherent resilience of local cultures suggest that complete cultural
homogenization is unlikely.

2. How can we mitigate the negative impacts of cultural leveling? Promoting cultural exchange on a
more equitable basis, supporting local cultural initiatives, and fostering intercultural understanding
are crucial steps.

3. What's the difference between cultural leveling and cultural diffusion? Cultural diffusion involves
the spread of cultural elements, while cultural leveling emphasizes the reduction in overall cultural
diversity, often leading to homogenization.

4. Does cultural leveling affect all cultures equally? No, the impact is uneven. Dominant cultures
often exert more influence, leading to a power imbalance and potentially marginalizing less powerful
cultures.

5. Are there any positive aspects to cultural leveling? Increased global communication and



understanding, along with the potential for cultural hybridity and innovation, can be considered
positive aspects, although these benefits must be weighed against the potential losses.

  cultural leveling definition sociology: The Oxford Handbook of Cultural Sociology Jeffrey C.
Alexander, Ronald Jacobs, Philip Smith, 2012-01-26 Since sociologists returned to the study of
culture in the past several decades, a pursuit all but anathema for a generation, cultural sociology
has emerged as a vibrant field. Edited by three leading cultural sociologists, The Oxford Handbook
of Cultural Sociology presents the full theoretical and methodological vitality of this critically
significant new area.The Handbook gathers together works by authors confronting the crucial
choices all cultural sociologists face today: about analytic priorities, methods, topics, epistemologies,
ideologies, and even modes of writing. It is a vital collection of preeminent thinkers studying the
ways in which culture, society, politics, and economy interact in the world.Organized by empirical
areas of study rather than particular theories or competing intellectual strands, the Handbook
addresses power, politics, and states; economics and organization; mass media; social movements;
religion; aesthetics; knowledge; and health. Allowing the reader to observe tensions as well as
convergences, the collection displays the value of cultural sociology not as a niche discipline but as a
way to view and understand the many facets of contemporary society. The first of its kind, The
Oxford Handbook of Cultural Sociology offers comprehensive and immediate access to the real
developments and disagreements taking place in the field, and deftly exemplifies how cultural
sociology provides a new way of seeing and modeling social facts.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: The Theory of Cultural and Social Selection W. G.
Runciman, 2009-11-05 In The Theory of Cultural and Social Selection, W. G. Runciman presents an
original and wide-ranging account of the fundamental process by which human cultures and
societies come to be of the different kinds that they are. Drawing on and extending recent advances
in neo-Darwinian evolutionary theory, Runciman argues that collective human behaviour should be
analyzed as the acting-out of information transmitted at the three separate but interacting levels of
heritable variation and competitive selection - the biological, the cultural, and the social. The
implications which this carries for a reformulation of the traditional agenda of comparative and
historical sociology are explored with the help of selected examples, and located within the context
of current debates about sociological theory and practice. The Theory of Cultural and Social
Selection is a succinct and highly imaginative contribution to one of the great intellectual debates of
our times, from one of the world's leading social theorists.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Comparative Methods in Sociology Ivan Vallier,
2023-11-10 The essays in this volume are intended to help social scientists do better comparative
research and thereby to improve our possibilities for creating more satisfactory explanations or
theories. These broad aims are advanced throughout the book in serval ways: (1) by an identification
and assessment of the methodological strategies of exceptionally important comparativists, past and
present; (2) by an explication and refinement of logics of procedure that are central to many types of
comparative research; (3) by a presentation of new research models that link or bridge heretofore
separate lines of comparative inquiry; and (4) by the definition of methodological criteria by which
theories and conceptual frameworks can be more fruitfully related to and qualified by comparative
studies. Specific problems such as comparability, causal inference, conceptualization, measurement,
and sampling are addressed in various sections of particular essays. --From the Preface This title is
part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press's
mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact.
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1971.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Cultural Theory: The Key Concepts Andrew Edgar,
Peter Sedgwick, 2007-10-18 Now in its second edition, Cultural Theory: The Key Concepts is an
up-to-date and comprehensive survey of over 350 of the key terms central to cultural theory today.



This second edition includes new entries on: colonialism cybercultur globalisation terrorism visual
studies. Providing clear and succinct introductions to a wide range of subjects, from feminism to
postmodernism, Cultural Theory: The Key Concepts continues to be an essential resource for
students of literature, sociology, philosophy and media and anyone wrestling with contemporary
cultural theory.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Handbook on Evolution and Society Alexandra
Maryanski, Richard Machalek, Jonathan H. Turner, 2015-11-17 Handbook on Evolution and Society
brings together original chapters by prominent scholars who have been instrumental in the revival
of evolutionary theorizing and research in the social sciences over the last twenty-five years.
Previously unpublished essays provide up-to-date, critical surveys of recent research and key
debates. The contributors discuss early challenges posed by sociobiology, the rise of evolutionary
psychology, the more conflicted response of evolutionary sociology to sociobiology, and evolutionary
psychology. Chapters address the application and limitations of Darwinian ideas in the social
sciences. Prominent authors come from a variety of disciplines in ecology, biology, primatology,
psychology, sociology, and the humanities. The most comprehensive resource available, this vital
collection demonstrates to scholars and students the new ways in which evolutionary approaches,
ultimately derived from biology, are influencing the diverse social sciences and humanities.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: The Interpretation of Cultures Clifford Geertz,
2017-08-15 One of the twentieth century's most influential books, this classic work of anthropology
offers a groundbreaking exploration of what culture is With The Interpretation of Cultures, the
distinguished anthropologist Clifford Geertz developed the concept of thick description, and in so
doing, he virtually rewrote the rules of his field. Culture, Geertz argues, does not drive human
behavior. Rather, it is a web of symbols that can help us better understand what that behavior
means. A thick description explains not only the behavior, but the context in which it occurs, and to
describe something thickly, Geertz argues, is the fundamental role of the anthropologist. Named one
of the 100 most important books published since World War II by the Times Literary Supplement,
The Interpretation of Cultures transformed how we think about others' cultures and our own. This
definitive edition, with a foreword by Robert Darnton, remains an essential book for anthropologists,
historians, and anyone else seeking to better understand human cultures.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: What is Cultural Sociology? Lyn Spillman, 2020-01-16
Culture, cultural difference, and cultural conflict always surround us. Cultural sociologists aim to
understand their role across all aspects of social life by examining processes of meaning-making. In
this crisp and accessible book, Lyn Spillman demonstrates many of the conceptual tools cultural
sociologists use to explore how people make meaning. Drawing on vivid examples, she offers a
compelling analytical framework within which to view the entire field of cultural sociology. In each
chapter, she introduces a different angle of vision, with distinct but compatible approaches for
explaining culture and its role in social life: analyzing symbolic forms, meaning-making in
interaction, and organized production. This book both offers a concise answer to the question of
what cultural sociology is and provides an overview of the fundamental approaches in the field.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Cultural Sociology from Concern to Distance Lilli
Zeuner, 2003 In her book, Zeuner gives the answers involving the question of how sociological
understanding of culture has changed over time. Her analyses encompass the most important
classical authors of cultural analysis in sociology - .mile Durkheim, Max Weber and Georg Simmel -
and some outstanding contemporary contributors - Margaret Archer, Robert Wuthnow and Pierre
Bourdieu
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Classical and Contemporary Sociological Theory
Scott Appelrouth, Laura Desfor Edles, 2008 A unique hybrid of text and readings, this book
combines the major writings of sociology′s core classical and contemporary theorists with an
historical as well as theoretical framework for understanding them. Laura Desfor Edles and Scott A
Appelrouth provide not just a biographical and theoretical summary of each theorist/reading, but an
overarching scaffolding which students can use to examine, compare and contrast each theorists′



major themes and concepts. No other theory text combines such student-friendly explanation and
analysis with original theoretical works. Key features include: * Pedagogical devices and visual aids -
charts, figures and photographs - to help summarize key concepts, illuminate complex ideas and
provoke student interest * Chapters on well-known figures, such as Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Parsons
and Foucault as well as an in-depth discussion of lesser known voices, such as Charlotte
Perkins-Gilman, WEB Du Bois, and Leslie Sklair * Photos of not only the theorists, but of the
historical milieu from which the theories arose as well as a glossary at the back
  cultural leveling definition sociology: The Origins and Continuity of Chinese Sociology
Tiankui Jing, 2022-11-14 This book examines the origins and basic concepts of sociology in China
and traces the discipline’s evolutionary trajectory. Building on the premise that qunxue, which goes
back to Xunzi, is essentially the Chinese antecedent of modern/Western sociology, contributors try to
show the distinctive ways qunxue addresses a wide range of both foundational and practical issues
related to society using its own set of conceptual, analytical and methodological apparatus. The book
argues that the rise of Chinese sociology will depend crucially on whether the rich heritage of
traditional Chinese sociology can be fully appreciated and integrated with the Western tradition of
learning. Following two preliminary chapters laying out qunxue’s basic paramters, the four
remaining chapters focus on its four primary concerns: cultivation of the self (xiushen), regulation of
the family (qijia), governance of the state (zhiguo), and realization of universal peace (pingtianxia).
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Sociology Daniel Nehring, Ken Plummer, 2014-04-30
This groundbreaking new introduction to sociology is an innovative hybrid textbook and reader.
Combining seminal scholarly works, contextual narrative and in-text didactic materials, it presents a
rich, layered and comprehensive introduction to the discipline. Its unique approach will help inspire
a creative, critical, and analytically sophisticated sociological imagination, making sense of society
and the many small and large problems it poses.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: A Critical Dictionary of Sociology Raymond Boudon,
Francois Bourricaud, 2002-09-10 Unlike most other sociology or social science dictionaries, in this
translation of the Critical Dictionary of Sociology, taken from the second French edition of the
Dictionary and edited by the English sociologist Peter Hamilton, the critical value of this distinctive
work is at last made available for a wider audience. Each entry grapples directly with an issue,
whether theoretical, epistemological, philosophical, political or empirical, and provides a strong
statement of what the authors think about it. The discussions are considered but argumentative. By
reaffirming that a non-marxist style of critique is still possible, Boudon and Bourricaud have
presented a distinctive approach to the key issues which confront the societies of the Twentieth and
Twenty-First centuries. For some this work will be a textbook, for others an indispensable
sourcebook of sociological concepts, and for most a way of opening our eyes to new dimensions in
our understanding of the great ideas and theories of sociology.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Handbook on the Sociology of Health and
Medicine Alan Petersen, 2023-11-03 This timely Handbook provides an essential guide to the major
topics, perspectives, and scholars in the sociology of health and medicine. Contributors prove the
immense value of a sociological understanding of central health and medical concerns, including
public health, the COVID-19 pandemic, and new medical technologies.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Forms and Meanings Roger Chartier, 2010-08-03 In
this provocative work, Roger Chartier continues his extraordinarily influential consideration of the
forms of production, dissemination, and interpretation of discourse in Early Modern Europe.
Chartier here examines the relationship between patronage and the market, and explores how the
form in which a text is transmitted not only constrains the production of meaning but defines and
constructs its audience.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: The Sociology of Urban Living Harold E. Nottridge,
2013-06-17 The urban setting in which people live has an important influence upon the organization
and planning of their social lives. H. E. Nottridge here presents a valuable introduction to the field of
urban sociology, showing that it is a theoretical discipline which is worthy of consideration in its own



right. Throughout his account Mr Nottridge places strong emphasis on the need for comparative
perspectives. He uses a wide range of source material from urban environments as far apart as
shanty towns in developing countries and the great metropolitan complexity of London. He covers
such topics as scope and methods in urban sociology, social differences in towns and , in the context
of urban social structure, the family and network theories. He also analyses the work of the Chicago
School of Weber, Tonnies, Park, Redfield and Wirth, assessing their value for mdoern urban
sociology. The author concludes with an examination of housing, migration and urban poverty. This
book was first published in 1972.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Valuing the Invaluable Jelle Boeve-de Pauw, 2011
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Introduction to Sociology 2e Nathan J. Keirns, Heather
Griffiths, Eric Strayer, Susan Cody-Rydzewski, Gail Scaramuzzo, Sally Vyain, Tommy Sadler, Jeff D.
Bry, Faye Jones, 2015-03-17 This text is intended for a one-semester introductory course.--Page 1.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: The Production of Culture Diane Crane, 1992-05-14
The Production of Culture is timely and relevant. . . . Diana Crane introduces the reader to this busy
field of scholarly activity, organizes the strands of theory and empirical research in an orderly
fashion, and advances some bold notions about the relationship between organizational ′contexts′
and innovation. --Contemporary Sociology Crane melds numerous sources concisely and clearly in
her argument that cultural forms cannot be understood ′apart from the contexts in which they are
produced and consumed.′ . . . looks like a good start to a useful series. --Communication Booknotes
Crane′s overview is clearly written and does an effective job of incorporating concepts and theories
from communication, cultural studies, economics, and literature, as well as her home territory,
sociology. --Communication Booknotes How does the media shape and frame culture? How does
media entertainment vary under different conditions of production and consumption? What types of
meanings and ideologies do these modes of production convey, and how do they change over time?
How does media culture differ from other forms of recorded culture produced in nonindustrial
settings? In The Production of Culture, the inaugural volume in the new Foundations of Popular
Culture series, Diana Crane argues that these are the kinds of questions social scientists should
concern themselves with. She contends that recorded cultures simply cannot be understood apart
from the contexts in which they are produced and consumed. A review and synthesis of the current
media literature, Crane′s work examines both the popular and elite levels of media production. This
investigation allows readers to understand how the notion of production can change depending on
the size of the audience and/or the structure of the cultural industry. A systematic and accessible
approach to a complex topic, The Production of Culture will have appeal not only to professors and
students of cultural studies, but will also interest those studying sociology and art history.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Translation Practice in the Field Hanna Risku, Regina
Rogl, Jelena Milosevic, 2019-08-07 This volume presents recent research that follows translators,
interpreters and translation project managers into their various work contexts and environments. It
extends the scope of analysis of translation research from individuals and texts to collectives in their
social and material worlds. Particular attention is paid to current translation and interpreting
practice, the genesis of translations, the handling and completion of translation projects in real
workplaces and the factors that shape these translation/interpreting situations. Covering fields as
diverse as technical and literary translation, transcreation and church interpreting, the chapters
show just how varied translation and interpreting processes and workplaces can prove to be. They
provide new insights into the effects of the increasing use of technology in the translation workplace
and the manifold requirements placed on translators and interpreters in a heterogeneous and
fast-changing field of practice. Originally published as special issue of Translation Spaces 6:1 (2017).
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Handbook of the Sociology of Gender Barbara J.
Risman, Carissa M. Froyum, William J. Scarborough, 2018-06-05 This handbook provides a
comprehensive view of the field of the sociology of gender. It presents the most important theories
about gender and methods used to study gender, as well as extensive coverage of the latest research
on gender in the most important areas of social life, including gendered bodies, sexuality, carework,



paid labor, social movements, incarceration, migration, gendered violence, and others. Building from
previous publications this handbook includes a vast array of chapters from leading researchers in
the sociological study of gender. It synthesizes the diverse field of gender scholarship into a cohesive
theoretical framework, gender structure theory, in order to position the specific contributions of
each author/chapter as part of a complex and multidimensional gender structure. Through this
organization of the handbook, readers do not only gain tremendous insight from each chapter, but
they also attain a broader understanding of the way multiple gendered processes are interrelated
and mutually constitutive. While the specific focus of the handbook is on gender, the chapters
included in the volume also give significant attention to the interrelation of race, class, and other
systems of stratification as they intersect and implicate gendered processes.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Investigating Culture Carol Delaney, 2011-04-06 In its
new Second Edition, the innovative and ever-popular Investigating Culture has been updated and
revised to incorporate new teacher and student feedback. Carol Delaney and Deborah Kaspin
provide an expanded introduction to cultural anthropology that is even more accessible to students.
Revised and enhanced new edition that incorporates additional material and classroom feedback
Accessible to a wider range of students and educational settings Provides a refreshing alternative to
traditional textbooks by challenging students to think in new ways and to apply ideas of culture to
their own lives Focuses on the ways that humans orient themselves, e.g., in space and time,
according to language, food, the body, and the symbols provided by public myth and ritual Includes
chapters that frame the central issues and provide examples from a range of cultures, with selected
readings, additional suggested readings, and student exercises
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Mental Culture Dimitris Xygalatas, William McCorkle,
2016-04-01 Why is the set of human beliefs and behaviours that we call religion such a widespread
feature of all known human societies, past and present, and why are there so many forms of
religiosity found throughout history and culture? Mental Culture brings together an international
range of scholars - from Anthropology, History, Psychology, Philosophy, and Religious Studies - to
answer these questions. Connecting classical theories and approaches with the newly established
field of the Cognitive Science of Religion, the aim of Mental Culture is to provide scholars and
students of religion with an overview of contemporary scientific approaches to religion while tracing
their intellectual development to some of the great thinkers of the past.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Human Aspects of Information Security and Assurance
Nathan Clarke, Steven Furnell, 2020-08-21 This book constitutes the proceedings of the 14th IFIP
WG 11.12 International Symposium on Human Aspects of Information Security and Assurance,
HAISA 2020, held in Mytilene, Lesbos, Greece, in July 2020.* The 27 full papers presented in this
volume were carefully reviewed and selected from 43 submissions. They are organized in the
following topical sections: privacy and COVID-19; awareness and training; social engineering;
security behavior; education; end-user security; usable security; security policy; and attitudes and
perceptions. *The symposium was held virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Explorations in Economic Sociology Richard
Swedberg, 1993-08-19 Since the mid-1980s, as public discourse has focused increasingly on the
troubled economy, many social scientists have argued the need for more analysis of the social
relationships that undergird economic life. The original essays in Explorations in Economic
Sociology represent the most important work in this renewed field and employ a rich variety of
research methods—theoretical, ethnographic, and historical—to illustrate its key concerns.
Explorations in Economic Sociology forges innovative social theories of such economic institutions as
money, markets, and industry. Although traditional economists have identified markets as driven
solely by the forces of supply and demand, social factors frequently intervene. Sales at auction are
determined not simply by a seller's personal knowledge of customers. Shareholder attitudes and
employee organization influence everything from the way firms borrow money to the way corporate
performance is measured. Firms themselves operate in social networks in which trust is a crucial
factor in settling the terms for cooperation or competition. Throughout the essays in this volume, the



contributors point the way to developing a more healthy economy by fostering productive industrial
networks, avoiding disintegration at management levels, and anticipating the consequences of the
shift from manufacturing to service industries. Explorations in Economic Sociology is a pioneering
work that bridges the gap between social theory and economic analysis and demonstrates the
importance of this union in achieving an effective understanding of economic issues. The book
should stimulate new interest in economic sociology by bringing together many of its most
fundamental voices.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Cultures of Participation Birgit Eriksson, Carsten
Stage, Bjarki Valtysson, 2019-09-05 This book examines cultural participation from three different,
but interrelated perspectives: participatory art and aesthetics; participatory digital media, and
participatory cultural policies and institutions. Focusing on how ideals and practices relating to
cultural participation express and (re)produce different cultures of participation, an interdisciplinary
team of authors demonstrate how the areas of arts, digital media, and cultural policy and institutions
are shaped by different but interrelated contextual backgrounds. Chapters offer a variety of
perspectives and strategies for empirically identifying cultures of participation and their current
transformations and tensions in various regional and national settings. This book will be of interest
to academics and cultural leaders in the areas of museum studies, media and communications, arts,
arts education, cultural studies, curatorial studies and digital studies. It will also be relevant for
cultural workers, artists and policy makers interested in the participatory agenda in art, digital
media and cultural institutions.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: The Handbook of Communication and Corporate
Reputation Craig E. Carroll, 2015-04-10 With the latest insights from the world of communication
studies into the nature of corporate reputation, this new addition to Wiley-Blackwell’s series of
handbooks on communication and media reflects the growing visibility of large businesses’ ethical
profiles, and tracks the benefits that positive public attitudes can bring. Serves as the definitive
research collection for a fast-growing field featuring contributions by key international scholars
Brings together state-of-the-art communication studies insights on corporate reputation Identifies
and addresses the lacunae in the research literature Applies new theoretical frameworks to
corporate reputation
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Understanding Vulnerability Vanessa Heaslip, Julie
Ryden, 2013-05-28 The notion of vulnerability is critical to person-centred and high-quality nursing
and healthcare practice, and underpins all nursing education. Understanding Vulnerability: a
Nursing and Healthcare Approach focuses on vulnerability experienced every day by patients and
clients in healthcare, and provides clear and supportive guidance to nurses and other healthcare
practitioners on protecting and caring for vulnerable patients. Taking a fresh, critical and reflective
perspective that reflects current trends towards the promotion of equality and acknowledges
everyone’s vulnerability, this book is essential reading for all nursing and healthcare students, as
well as healthcare practitioners who are committed to providing person-centred care. Special
features: •One of the first books to address the issue of vulnerability from a nursing and healthcare
perspective •Written by a group of experienced professionals, academics and educationalists with
both educational and research expertise in the exploration of vulnerability •Includes narratives,
perspectives and case studies, illustrating and bringing to life the issues within the book
  cultural leveling definition sociology: An Introduction to the Sociology of Health and
Illness Kevin White, 2016-12-13 An accessible and highly readable introduction to the Sociology of
Health and Illness through the inclusion of key theorists, concepts, and theories, with reference to
contemporary health concerns and recent relevant research. - Kylie Baldwin, De Montfort University
Guides us through the many reasons for the centrality of health, showing clearly that health and
illness are the products not just of our biology but of the society into which we are born...an
authoritative analysis of the social nature of health. - Ray Fitzpatrick, University of Oxford This
bestselling text introduces students to the core principles of the sociology of health, demonstrating
the relationship between social structures and the production and distribution of health and disease



in modern society. Written with a truly sociological and critical perspective, the book tackles themes
such as class, gender and ethnicity, and engages with a range of theories and theorists, including
Foucault, Fleck, Parsons, Weber, and Kuhn. The third edition has been thoroughly updated to
include the latest cutting-edge thinking in the area, with new empirical examples, updated
references, and new sections on ′Thought Styles after Fleck’, and ‘Transformations of the Medical
Profession.′ It also uses helpful learning features including chapter overviews, case studies,
summaries and further reading suggestions, to provide stimulating and thought-provoking exercises
for students in health, nursing and sociology schools.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Trames , 2001
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Deconstructing Archetype Theory Christian
Roesler, 2023-08-04 This important book offers a critical and timely reassessment of one of the
cornerstones of analytical psychology, Jung’s concept of archetypes. Exploring not only Jung’s
original writings but also the range of interpretations used by Jungian scholars today, the book
argues that Jung’s conceptualization of archetype theory is not a single coherent theory; rather, it is
four different theories which must be understood separately. Roesler goes onto deconstruct these
four ideas: the biological, the anthropological, the transcendental and the psychological in context
with contemporary insights from each of these disciplines. A thorough analysis of the state of
knowledge in the respective disciplines (i.e. biology, anthropology, religious and mythological
studies) makes clear that the claims archetype theory makes in these fields have no support and
should be given up. Deconstructing Archetype Theory concludes by arguing that a universal process
of psychological transformation is the only part of archetype theory which should be maintained, as
it provides a map for psychotherapy. Rigorous and insightful, this is a book that will fascinate
scholars and practitioners of analytical psychology, as well as anyone with an interest in Jung’s
original work.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: The City Robert E. Park, Ernest W. Burgess,
2019-04-15 First published in 1925, The City is a trailblazing text in urban history, urban sociology,
and urban studies. Its innovative combination of ethnographic observation and social science theory
epitomized the Chicago school of sociology. Robert E. Park, Ernest W. Burgess, and their
collaborators were among the first to document the interplay between urban individuals and larger
social structures and institutions, seeking patterns within the city’s riot of people, events, and
influences. As sociologist Robert J. Sampson notes in his new foreword, though much has changed
since The City was first published, we can still benefit from its charge to explain where and why
individuals and social groups live as they do.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Multilevel Analysis of Individuals and Cultures Fons
J.R. van de Vijver, Dianne A. Van Hemert, Ype H. Poortinga, 2015-01-28 In this book, top specialists
address theoretical, methodological, and empirical multilevel models as they relate to the analysis of
individual and cultural data. Divided into four parts, the book opens with the basic conceptual and
theoretical issues in multilevel research, including the fallacies of such research. Part II describes
the methodological aspects of multilevel research, including data-analytic and structural equation
modeling techniques. Applications and models from various research areas including control, values,
organizational behavior, social beliefs, well-being, personality, response styles, school performance,
family, and acculturation, are explored in Part III. This section also deals with validity issues in
aggregation models. The book concludes with an overview of the kinds of questions addressed in
multilevel models and highlights the theoretical and methodological issues yet to be explored. This
book is intended for researchers and advanced students in psychology, sociology, social work,
marriage and family therapy, public health, anthropology, education, economics, political science,
and cultural and ethnic studies who study the relationship between behavior and culture.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Landscape Conflicts Karsten Berr,
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Late Modernity in Crisis Andreas Reckwitz, Hartmut
Rosa, 2023-05-25 In times of entrenched social upheaval and multiple crises, we need the kind of
social theory that is prepared to look at the big picture, analyze the broad developmental features of



modern societies, their structural conditions and dynamics, and point to possible ways out of the
crises we face. Over the last couple of decades, two German sociologists, Andreas Reckwitz and
Hartmut Rosa, have sought to provide wide-ranging social theories of this kind. While their theories
are very different, they share in common the view that the analysis of modernity as a social
formation must be kept at the heart of sociology, and that the theory of society should ultimately
serve to diagnose the crises of the present. In this book, Andreas Reckwitz and Hartmut Rosa join
forces to examine the value and the limits of a theory of society today. They provide clear and
concise accounts of their own theories of society, explicate their key concepts – including
“singularization” in the case of Reckwitz, “acceleration” and “resonance” in the case of Rosa – and
draw out the implications of their theories for understanding the multiple crises we face today. The
result is a book that provides both an excellent introduction to the work of two of the most important
sociologists writing today and a vivid demonstration of the value of the kind of bold social theory of
modern societies that they espouse.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Marriage and the Culture of Peace Cecilia Sarahi de la
Rosa Vazquez, Paris A. Cabello-Tijerina, 2023-03-14 This book provides skills for therapists and
families to help improve interpersonal communication, promoting a new system of family
coexistence and a refreshed concept of the modern marriage in society. Written from a constructivist
peace perspective, the book’s aim is to reduce the high statistics of intimate partner violence that
occurs in Mexico, arguing that the culture of peace and how it is born in the family in turn affects
society for better or for worse. Based upon interviews from 150 long-term married couples, the
chapters address the components that promote peaceful dialogue in marriages, such as assertive
language, active listening, tolerance to frustration, and gender perspectives. Including accessible
language and several models of peace, the book uniquely examines same-sex marriages, the role of
children in marriage conflicts, and prescribed gender assumptions and roles in relationships. It aims
to empower family members to move away from old habits and seek a more equitable existence in
marriages and society at large. This interdisciplinary text will be of great interest to family
therapists and clinical social workers, as well as to students and researchers in communication and
peace studies.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Understanding Popular Music Culture Roy Shuker,
2012-11-12 Written specifically for students, this introductory textbook explores the history and
meaning of rock and popular music. Roy Shuker's study provides an accessible and comprehensive
introduction to the production, distribution, consumption and meaning of popular music and
examines the difficulties and debates which surround the analysis of popular culture and popular
music. This heavily revised and updated third edition includes: new case studies on the iPod,
downloading, and copyright the impact of technologies, including on-line delivery and the debates
over MP3 and Napster new chapters on music genres, cover songs and the album canon as well as
music retail, radio and the charts case studies and lyrics of artists such as Robert Johnson, The Who,
Fat Boy Slim and The Spice Girls a comprehensive discography, suggestions for further reading,
listening and viewing and a directory of useful websites. With chapter related guides to further
reading, listening and viewing, a glossary, and a timeline, this textbook is the ideal introduction for
students.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Study Guide Plus Sociology Gwendolyn E. Nyden,
1998-08
  cultural leveling definition sociology: Redefining Culture John R. Baldwin, Sandra L.
Faulkner, Michael L. Hecht, Sheryl L. Lindsley, 2006-08-15 Argues that culture is perhaps the most
important thing to know about people if one wants to make predictions about their behavior. The
goal of this volume is to present a theoretically exhaustive integration of multidisciplinary
approaches.
  cultural leveling definition sociology: The Reflexive Imperative in Late Modernity
Margaret S. Archer, 2012-05-03 What do young people want from life? This book shows how the
'internal conversation' guides individual choices.



  cultural leveling definition sociology: Shadow Working in Project Management Joana
Bértholo, 2017-07-06 Shadow Working in Project Management explores the tools and techniques
available to get in touch with the Shadow aspects of self and collective, to recognize how it
manifests, how it can lead to conflict, and ways to address it. Despite being directed to managers
and dedicated to the analyses of the managerial discourse, the tools and processes it proposes have
universal relevance, based on the fact that The Shadow is everywhere, within everyone, from the
individual to the global scale.
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