
constitution nigeria
constitution nigeria is a fundamental legal framework that shapes the
governance, rights, and responsibilities within the nation. This article
offers an in-depth exploration of the Constitution of Nigeria, tracing its
historical foundations, analyzing its structure, and examining its impact on
society and politics. From the origins of constitutional development to the
current 1999 Constitution, readers will gain insights into the document's
provisions, amendments, and controversies. Key sections address the
separation of powers, fundamental human rights, and the ongoing debates about
constitutional reforms. Whether you are a student, researcher, or simply
interested in Nigerian law and governance, this comprehensive guide provides
valuable knowledge about the constitution nigeria and its relevance today.
Continue reading to discover the significance, evolution, and intricacies of
Nigeria's supreme legal document.
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Historical Development of the Constitution
Nigeria

The evolution of constitution nigeria reflects the country's dynamic history
and the quest for effective governance. Understanding its development
provides context for the current legal system. Nigeria's constitutional
journey began during the colonial era, where various legal instruments shaped
the administration of the territory.

Colonial Constitutions and Early Foundations

Nigeria's earliest constitutions were imposed by colonial authorities. The
Clifford Constitution of 1922 introduced limited elections and a legislative



council. Subsequently, the Richards Constitution of 1946, the Macpherson
Constitution of 1951, and the Lyttleton Constitution of 1954 expanded
political participation, regional autonomy, and federal structures. These
documents laid the groundwork for independence.

Post-Independence Constitutions

The 1960 Independence Constitution marked Nigeria's emergence as a sovereign
nation. It established a parliamentary system and recognized regional
governments. However, political instability led to the 1963 Republican
Constitution, which replaced the monarchy with a Nigerian president.
Subsequent military coups resulted in the suspension of civilian
constitutions and the introduction of new legal frameworks by military
governments.

The 1999 Constitution and Democratic Transition

The most significant milestone was the promulgation of the 1999 Constitution,
which restored democratic governance after years of military rule. This
constitution remains the supreme law of Nigeria and underpins the country's
current political system, emphasizing federalism, human rights, and the rule
of law.

Structure and Key Features of the 1999
Constitution Nigeria

The 1999 Constitution of Nigeria is a comprehensive legal document that
establishes the framework for governance, rights, and responsibilities.
Understanding its structure is vital to appreciating how it operates and
influences daily life in Nigeria.

Preamble and Fundamental Objectives

The preamble of the 1999 Constitution nigeria sets out the aspirations of the
Nigerian people, affirming their commitment to unity, equality, and justice.
The constitution also outlines fundamental objectives and directive
principles of state policy, guiding the government in promoting welfare and
national development.

Division of Powers and Federal Structure

Nigeria operates a federal system, with powers shared between the central
government and 36 states. The constitution delineates exclusive, concurrent,
and residual legislative lists, specifying which level of government has



authority over certain matters.

Exclusive Legislative List: Federal government authority

Concurrent Legislative List: Shared authority between federal and state
governments

Residual List: Matters not explicitly mentioned, typically handled by
state governments

Supremacy of the Constitution

The constitution nigeria is declared as the supreme law, and any law or
action inconsistent with its provisions is null and void. This principle
ensures that all branches of government and citizens are subject to
constitutional authority.

Amendment Procedures

Amending the Nigerian constitution is a complex process, requiring approval
by two-thirds of the National Assembly and ratification by at least two-
thirds of state houses of assembly. This ensures broad consensus before
significant changes are made.

Fundamental Rights in the Constitution Nigeria

The protection of individual rights is a cornerstone of the constitution
nigeria. Chapter IV of the 1999 Constitution enumerates fundamental rights
and liberties guaranteed to all Nigerian citizens.

Key Rights and Liberties

Right to life

Right to dignity of the human person

Right to personal liberty

Right to fair hearing

Right to private and family life

Right to freedom of thought, conscience, and religion



Right to freedom of expression and the press

Right to peaceful assembly and association

Right to freedom from discrimination

Limitations and Enforcement

While these rights are fundamental, the constitution provides for certain
limitations, especially in cases of public safety, order, or morality.
Citizens may seek redress for violations through Nigerian courts, which are
empowered to interpret and enforce constitutional rights.

Constitutional Institutions and Separation of
Powers in Nigeria

The constitution nigeria establishes a system of checks and balances through
the separation of powers among the executive, legislative, and judicial
branches. This structure is designed to prevent abuse and ensure effective
governance.

The Executive Branch

The President of Nigeria is the head of state and government, responsible for
implementing laws and managing national affairs. The executive branch also
includes state governors, ministers, and various government agencies.

The Legislative Branch

The National Assembly, comprising the Senate and House of Representatives, is
responsible for making laws, approving budgets, and providing oversight.
State assemblies perform similar functions at the state level.

The Judicial Branch

The judiciary interprets the constitution nigeria and resolves disputes. The
Supreme Court is the highest court, and other federal and state courts handle
civil and criminal cases. Judicial independence is essential for upholding
the rule of law.



Amendments and Reforms of the Nigerian
Constitution

The flexibility to amend the constitution nigeria is vital for adapting to
evolving societal needs. Since 1999, several attempts have been made to
reform the constitution, addressing issues such as electoral processes,
federalism, and human rights.

Major Amendments Since 1999

Key amendments have focused on electoral reforms, financial autonomy for
local governments, and improvements in the administration of justice. Despite
these changes, calls for more comprehensive reforms persist, reflecting the
challenges of achieving consensus among diverse stakeholders.

Calls for Constitutional Review

Debates around restructuring Nigeria's federal system, resource control, and
devolution of powers continue to fuel demands for constitutional review.
Civil society organizations, political leaders, and ethnic groups advocate
for revisions to address perceived imbalances and promote national unity.

Controversies and Challenges Facing the
Constitution Nigeria

Despite its importance, the constitution nigeria faces ongoing controversies
and challenges. Issues related to federalism, resource allocation, human
rights, and ethnic diversity often spark debate among Nigerians.

Federalism and Resource Control

Tensions between the federal government and states over resource allocation,
especially in oil-producing regions, have led to calls for greater autonomy
and fiscal federalism.

Human Rights and Enforcement

While the constitution guarantees fundamental rights, enforcement can be
inconsistent. Challenges such as police brutality, limitations on press
freedom, and judicial delays undermine the protection of these rights.



Ethnic and Religious Diversity

Nigeria's diverse population poses unique challenges for constitutional
governance. Balancing the interests of various ethnic and religious groups is
critical for national cohesion and stability.

Importance of the Constitution in Nigerian
Society

The constitution nigeria serves as the bedrock of legal and political order.
It defines the relationship between the government and citizens, safeguards
rights, and provides mechanisms for resolving disputes. By establishing clear
rules and guiding principles, the constitution promotes stability,
development, and social justice.

Role in Promoting Democracy

The constitution is essential for democratic governance, ensuring regular
elections, accountability, and the rule of law. It empowers citizens to
participate in the political process and hold leaders accountable.

Influence on National Development

By setting out the framework for governance and economic management, the
constitution nigeria directly affects national development. Effective
implementation of constitutional provisions is vital for achieving progress
and prosperity.

Trending Questions and Answers about
Constitution Nigeria

Q: What is the current constitution nigeria?
A: The current constitution nigeria is the 1999 Constitution, which serves as
the supreme law of the country and provides the framework for governance,
rights, and responsibilities.

Q: How can the constitution nigeria be amended?
A: The constitution can be amended through a rigorous process requiring



approval by two-thirds of the National Assembly and at least two-thirds of
state houses of assembly.

Q: What fundamental rights are protected by the
Nigerian constitution?
A: The constitution protects rights such as the right to life, dignity,
liberty, fair hearing, privacy, freedom of thought, expression, assembly,
association, and freedom from discrimination.

Q: Why is federalism important in the constitution
nigeria?
A: Federalism allows powers to be shared between the central and state
governments, promoting local autonomy and balancing diverse interests across
Nigeria's regions.

Q: What are the main branches of government under
the Nigerian constitution?
A: The main branches are the executive, legislative, and judicial branches,
each with distinct roles and powers according to the constitution nigeria.

Q: What challenges does the constitution nigeria
face today?
A: Challenges include federal-state tensions, resource control disputes,
inconsistent enforcement of human rights, and calls for restructuring and
constitutional reforms.

Q: What is the significance of the supremacy clause
in the Nigerian constitution?
A: The supremacy clause ensures that the constitution is the highest law,
invalidating any law or action that conflicts with its provisions.

Q: Has the constitution nigeria always been
democratic?
A: No, Nigeria has experienced periods of military rule where constitutions
were suspended. The 1999 Constitution restored democratic governance.



Q: What role does the judiciary play in upholding
the constitution nigeria?
A: The judiciary interprets constitutional provisions, protects rights, and
resolves disputes, ensuring the rule of law is maintained in Nigeria.

Q: Why are calls for constitutional reform common in
Nigeria?
A: Calls for reform arise from perceived imbalances in federalism, resource
allocation, and the need to address emerging societal issues for better
governance.

Constitution Nigeria
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The Constitution of Nigeria: A Comprehensive Guide

Understanding the Constitution of Nigeria is crucial for anyone seeking to comprehend the country's
political landscape, legal framework, and societal dynamics. This comprehensive guide delves into
the key aspects of the Nigerian Constitution, exploring its history, structure, and significance. We'll
unpack its provisions, analyze its impact on governance, and address common misconceptions.
Whether you're a student, a political enthusiast, or simply a curious individual wanting to learn more
about Nigeria, this post will serve as your invaluable resource.

H2: A Historical Overview of the Nigerian Constitution

Nigeria's constitutional journey has been a complex and often turbulent one, marked by periods of
military rule and democratic transitions. The current 1999 Constitution (as amended) is the
culmination of several previous attempts to establish a stable and enduring legal framework. Prior to
independence in 1960, Nigeria operated under various colonial constitutions. Post-independence,
the country experimented with different constitutional models, including parliamentary and
presidential systems, often interrupted by military coups. These periods of military rule left a
significant mark on the constitution's evolution, shaping its structure and influencing its
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interpretation. Understanding this historical context is vital for interpreting the current
constitution’s intricacies and limitations.

H2: Key Features of the 1999 Constitution (As Amended)

The 1999 Constitution, while amended several times, establishes Nigeria as a Federal Republic with
a presidential system of government. Let's break down some key features:

#### H3: Federal Structure:

The constitution divides power between the federal government and 36 state governments, along
with the Federal Capital Territory (FCT). This division of powers, however, is often a source of
contention, with ongoing debates regarding the balance of authority between the federal and state
levels. Specific powers are explicitly assigned to the federal government, concurrent powers are
shared, and residual powers remain with the states.

#### H3: Presidential System:

Nigeria operates under a presidential system, where the President is both Head of State and Head of
Government. The President is elected through a two-round system and commands significant
executive authority. The system incorporates a bicameral legislature (Senate and House of
Representatives) to provide checks and balances.

#### H3: Fundamental Human Rights:

The constitution guarantees fundamental human rights, including the rights to life, liberty, personal
freedom, freedom of expression, and freedom of religion. These rights are enshrined in Chapter IV
and are judicially enforceable. However, the practical application and enforcement of these rights
remain a significant challenge.

#### H3: Independent Judiciary:

The Constitution establishes an independent judiciary, headed by the Supreme Court, to interpret
laws and ensure the rule of law. The judiciary’s independence, though constitutionally guaranteed, is
frequently tested, with concerns often raised about judicial impartiality and efficiency.

H2: Amendments and the Ongoing Debate

The 1999 Constitution has undergone several amendments since its enactment. These amendments
reflect attempts to address some of the shortcomings and ambiguities within the original text.
However, calls for a complete overhaul of the constitution persist, with many arguing that the
current document is unsuitable for contemporary Nigeria’s needs. Debates rage on regarding issues
such as restructuring the federal system, devolution of powers, and addressing the inherent



imbalances embedded within its framework. These debates highlight the ongoing tension between
maintaining stability and adapting the constitution to reflect evolving societal realities.

H2: The Constitution's Impact on Governance and Society

The Nigerian Constitution fundamentally shapes the country’s political and social landscape. It
underpins the legal framework within which governance operates, influencing policy-making, the
distribution of resources, and the overall trajectory of development. The constitution, however, isn't
a static document; its interpretation and application are influenced by political dynamics, judicial
rulings, and societal pressures. Understanding its impact requires recognizing these intricate
interplays.

H2: Challenges and Criticisms of the Nigerian Constitution

Despite its importance, the Nigerian Constitution faces several criticisms. Many argue it is too
lengthy and complex, leading to ambiguity and inconsistent application. Concerns also exist about
the concentration of power in the executive branch, leading to potential abuses. The opacity
surrounding some of its provisions further complicates matters. Finally, the enforcement of
constitutional provisions, especially concerning fundamental human rights, remains a major
challenge.

Conclusion

The Nigerian Constitution, while imperfect, serves as the foundational legal document of the nation.
Understanding its history, structure, and ongoing debates is essential for anyone seeking to engage
meaningfully with Nigeria's political and social realities. This guide has only scratched the surface of
a complex and multifaceted document. Further research and engagement with the text itself are
strongly encouraged for a deeper understanding.

FAQs

1. What is the primary source of law in Nigeria? The 1999 Constitution (as amended) is the supreme
law of the land.

2. How can I access a copy of the Nigerian Constitution? You can find copies online through official



government websites or reputable legal resources.

3. What is the role of the judiciary in interpreting the Constitution? The judiciary, headed by the
Supreme Court, is responsible for interpreting the constitution and ensuring its provisions are
upheld.

4. What are some of the major amendments made to the 1999 Constitution? Numerous amendments
have been made addressing issues like state creation, electoral processes, and judicial
appointments. Specific details can be found through official government publications.

5. Are there any ongoing efforts to reform the Nigerian Constitution? Yes, various groups and
individuals advocate for substantial constitutional reform, including restructuring and amending key
provisions to better suit contemporary challenges.
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transfer of power to an elected civilian administration and the political chaos resulting from the
continued uncertainties surrounding the transition program are examined. Some of the topics which
are touched upon are the relationship between the state, capital accumulation, democratic forces,
the characteristic political manipulation by the military and the attempt to hold on to power despite
demand for civilian democratic rule, the problem of military intervention to the question of national
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First Republic. After establishing the necessary historical context, the next few chapters shift the
focus to specific political institutions and phenomena, including the National Assembly, local
government and governance, party politics, and federalism. The remaining chapters discuss issues
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combination of in-depth case studies and broad thematic analysis allows for analytical and normative
conclusions that will be of major relevance to practitioners and advisors engaged in constitutional
design.
  constitution nigeria: The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979 Nigeria,
Jadesola O. Akande, 1982 Text of, and commentary on the Constitution of Nigeria as at 1979 -
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passed the test of citizens' acceptability nor electoral neutrality. They always pushed the country to
a dangerous brink which she has often survived after serious constitutional and political bruises. The
general election of 1964 rocked the delicate balance of the country resulting in the military coup of
January 15, 1966 and a thirty month civil war. The subsequent effort of the military at restructuring
the country did not go far enough to win the civic confidence of the people. The military availed
itself of another opportunity of tinkering with the system in 1993. However, it demonstrated that it
was not immune to civic dishonesty when it annulled the widely acclaimed free and fair presidential
election in June 12, 1993. By fits and starts, Nigeria held another election in 1999 which was
tolerated only because of citizens' fatigue of military rule. The elections of 2003 and 2007 were
classic examples of make-belief democracy. The feeding of inequity and, if you will, domination,
persisted. A combination of fortune, trickery and arm twisting produced a power shift in favour of
Dr. Goodluck Ebele Azikwe Jonathan in April 2011. The subsequent attempt by the north to create a
strategic consensus did not save it from being pushed into fringe politics forcing some of its
spokespersons to vow that they will make governance impossible. The election was better than the
worst but much still remains to be done.
  constitution nigeria: Developing Human Rights Jurisprudence, Volume 3 , 1991 One of
an eight-volume series recording the development of international jurisprudence in human rights



issues and, in particular, the domestic application of international human rights norms. Discussion
focused on recent developments in international human rights jurisprudence and norms from which
judges and lawyers are beginning, increasingly, to draw to augment the domestic law of their
jurisdictions.
  constitution nigeria: History of the Urhobo People of Niger Delta Peter Palmer Ekeh, Urhobo
Historical Society, 2007 History of The Urhobo People of Niger Delta is the most comprehensive
compilation and study of various aspects of the history of the Urhobo people of Nigeria's Niger
Delta. It begins with an examination of the prehistory of the region, with particular focus on the
Urhobo and their close ethnic neighbour, the Isoko. The book then embarks on a close assessment of
the advent of British imperialism in the Western Niger Delta. History of The Urhobo People of Niger
Delta also probes the arrival and impact of Western Christian missions in Urhoboland. Urhobo
history is notable for the sharp challenges that the Urhobo people have faced at various points of
their di?cult existence in the rainforest and deltaic geographical formation of Western Niger Delta.
Their history of migrations and their segmentation into twenty-two cultural units were, in large part,
e?orts aimed at overcoming these challenges. History of The Urhobo People of Niger Delta includes
an evaluation of modern responses to challenges that confront the Urhobo people, following the
onrush of a new era of European colonization and introduction of a new Christian religion into their
culture. The formation of Urhobo Progress Union and of its educational arm of Urhobo College is
presented as the Urhobo response to modern challenges facing their existence in Western Niger
Delta and Nigeria. History of The Urhobo People of Niger Delta extends its purview to various other
fragments of the Urhobo historical and cultural experience in modern times. These include the
di?culties that have arisen from petroleum oil exploration in the Niger Delta in post-colonial Nigeria.
  constitution nigeria: Social and Political Foundations of Constitutions Denis J. Galligan, Mila
Versteeg, 2013-10-14 This volume explores the social and political forces behind constitution making
from a global perspective. It combines leading theoretical perspectives on the social and political
foundations of constitutions with a range of in-depth case studies on constitution making in nineteen
countries. The result is an examination of constitutions as social phenomena and their interaction
with other social phenomena, from various perspectives in the social sciences.
  constitution nigeria: The Legislature in Nigeria’s Presidential Democracy of the Fourth
Republic Omololu Fagbadebo, Mojeed Olujinmi A. Alabi, 2023-03-20 This book investigates whether
legislative institutions, state and national, in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic have been able to harness
constitutional powers to impact public policy. Presenting how the Nigerian state has not been able
to showcase the expected dividends of presidential democracy since 1999, it analyzes the crisis of
governance and its impact on political stability, social cohesion, and the livelihood of citizens. The
book further discusses the depreciating infrastructure, corruption, and mismanagement of public
resources, and shows how defiant attitudes of public political and bureaucratic officials define the
new wave of corruption and profligacy in Nigeria, presenting this development as a result of a
weakened legislature. The book displays the necessity of implementing a culture of accountability
and discusses oversight mechanisms to make the executive accountable. These mechanisms are
designed to ensure effective public service delivery. Finally, the book situates the legislative
institutions in Nigeria within the context of the contributions of the National Assembly and the
Assemblies of the State Houses to the development of this emerging democracy in Africa. The book
will appeal to students and scholars of political science and public administration, as well as
policy-makers and practitioners interested in a better understanding of democracy, separation of
powers, governance, and Nigerian politics.
  constitution nigeria: The Sources of Labour Law Tamás Gyulavári, Emanuele Menegatti,
2019-12-06 Labour law has traditionally aimed to protect the employee under a hierarchy built on
constitutional provisions, statutory law, collective agreements at various levels, and the employment
contract, in that order. However, in employment regulation in recent years, ‘flexibility’ has come to
dominate the world of work – a set of policies that reshuffle the relationship among the fundamental
pillars of labour law and inevitably lead to degrading the protection of employees. This book, the



first-ever to consider the sources of labour law from a comparative perspective, details the ways in
which the traditional hierarchy of sources has been altered, presenting an international view on
major cross-cutting issues followed by fifteen country reports. The authors’ analysis of the changing
hierarchy of labour law sources in the light of recent trends includes such elements as the following:
the constitutional dimension of labour rights; the normative intervention by the State; the regulatory
function of collective bargaining and agreements; the hierarchical organization of labour law
sources and the ‘principle of favour’; the role played by case law in both common law and civil law
countries; the impact of the European Economic Governance; decentralization of collective
bargaining; employment conditions as key components of global competitive strategies; statutory
schemes that allow employees to sign away their rights. National reports – Australia, Brazil, China,
Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Russia, Spain, Sweden, South Africa, the United
Kingdom and the United States – describe the structure of labour law regulations in each legal
system with emphasis on the current state of affairs. The authors, all distinguished labour law
scholars in their countries, thus collectively provide a thorough and comprehensive commentary on
labour law regulation and recent tendencies in national labour laws in various corners of the globe.
With its definitive analysis of such crucial matters as the decentralization of collective bargaining
and how individual employment contracts can deviate from collective agreements and statutory law,
and its comparison of representative national labour law systems, this highly informative book will
prove of inestimable value to all professionals concerned with employment relations, labour
disputes, or labour market policy, especially in the context of multinational workforces.
  constitution nigeria: Commercial and Economic Law in Nigeria Mike A.A Ozekhome,
2021-10-21 Derived from the renowned multi-volume International Encyclopaedia of Laws, this
practical analysis of the structure, competence, and management of Nigeria provides substantial and
readily accessible information for lawyers, academics, and policymakers likely to have dealings with
its activities and data. No other book gives such a clear, uncomplicated description of the
organization’s role, its rules and how they are applied, its place in the framework of international
law, or its relations with other organizations. The monograph proceeds logically from the
organization’s genesis and historical development to the structure of its membership, its various
organs and their mandates, its role in intergovernmental cooperation, and its interaction with
decisions taken at the national level. Its competence, its financial management, and the nature and
applicability of its data and publications are fully described. Systematic in presentation, this valuable
time-saving resource offers the quickest, easiest way to acquire a sound understanding of the
workings of Nigeria for all interested parties. Students and teachers of international law will find it
especially valuable as an essential component of the rapidly growing and changing global legal
milieu.
  constitution nigeria: TOPICAL ISSUES IN NIGERIA'S POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT J.
ISAWA ELAIGWU, 2012-06-20 Nigerians love to debate. Even under colonial rule, the authorities
realised that Nigerians could not be repressed and that they always expressed their views on topical
issues of development. The topical issues that have driven Nigeria's political economy include
Constitution and Constitutionalism, Democracy, the National Question, Civil-Military Relations,
Federalism, State and Nation-Building, Local Governance, Leadership, the Role of Traditional
Rulers, the Economy and Religion.This volume is a selection of some of Professor Elaigwu's
contributions to these debates. In it, Elaigwu, a leading Nigerian political scientist, argues that the
challenges facing the country are not unsurmountable and that Nigerians must take the destiny of
their country in their hands and look inwards to deal with the country's weaknesses while
strengthening her capacity and resolve to become an industrialised and powerful country within a
limited space of time.
  constitution nigeria: Human Rights in Nigeria's External Relations Philip Aka, 2016-12-20
This book is a broad-ranging argument for thorough reforms at home and abroad in Nigeria as the
only antidote to the nation-building dilemmas Nigeria confronts in the first quarter of the
twenty-first century. Because of its enormous material and human endowments, Nigeria is dubbed



the “Giant of Africa.” It is a moniker many of its leaders take seriously. Yet, Nigeria is a state rife
with instability, some of it periodically erupting into violence. Given still-ongoing national security
challenges in the land that notoriously includes a bloody religion-oriented terrorism, the Fourth
Republic since 1999, the longest period of continuous democratic rule since independence—key to
the timeline of this book—has not been insulated from the spell of instability. The main argument of
this work is that internationally agreed-upon ethical standards embedded in human rights can save
Nigeria. This book is a methodologically and theoretically-grounded, seminal discourse on Nigerian
foreign relations that spells out the human rights or lack thereof in those relations, including
underlying and impinging domestic forces. This work is set around six issues of application
embedded in a temple of Nigeria’s human rights foreign policy, comprising two steps and four
pillars: reconstructed national interest, increased human rights at home, redesigned peacekeeping,
reshaped foreign policy machinery, increased bilateralism in foreign relations, and the use of
ECOWAS as human rights tool. Although focused on the period since independence, for proper
understanding of events from the past that shape the current patterns of politics in the land, this
book also embodies a historical background chapter that overviews the pre-colonial and colonial
eras.
  constitution nigeria: Constitutional and Parliamentary Information Inter-parliamentary
Union, 1961
  constitution nigeria: Media and Nigeria's Constitutional Democracy Paul Obi, 2023-02-06
In this edited collection, contributors analyze how the media is navigating Nigeria and its mediated
democracy. Scholars of journalism, political communication, and media studies will find this book of
particular interest.
  constitution nigeria: Nigeria's Soft Power in Anglophone West Africa Fidel Abowei,
2023-08-25 This book investigates Nigeria’s soft power capabilities in West Africa, demonstrating
the extent to which the power of attraction may serve the country’s foreign policy interests. With the
increasing popularity of internationally acclaimed cultural outputs, including afrobeat, Nollywood,
and charismatic Pentecostalism, and a foreign policy disposition that is altruistic and sparsely
transactional, there is increasing interest in how these soft power attributes influence perceptions of
Nigeria in Africa. Drawing on extensive original research in Ghana and Liberia, this book highlights
the attractive and unattractive elements of Nigeria’s soft power potential. In so far as it makes the
case for Nigeria’s soft power in West Africa, it also discusses the challenges encumbering the
effective deployment of the full range of Nigeria’s soft power capabilities in the operationalization of
its African policy. This book is a timely contribution to prevailing scholarly discussions about the
nature and utility of soft power in Africa. It will be of interest to both Africanists and researchers of
international relations, foreign policy, and political science more broadly.
  constitution nigeria: Law, Religion and the Family in Africa Dr M Christian Green, Dr
Faith Kabata , 2021-12-31 The family is a crucial site for the interaction of law and religion the world
over, including Africa. In many African societies, the family is governed by a range of sources of law,
including civil, constitutional, customary and religious law. International law and human rights
principles have been domesticated into African legal systems, particularly to protect the rights of
women and children. Religious rites and rituals govern sexuality, marriage, divorce, child-rearing,
inheritance, intergenerational relations and more in Christianity, Islam and indigenous African
custom. This book examines the African family with attention to tradition and change, comparative
law, the relation of parents and children to the state, indigenous religion and customary law, child
marriage and child labour and migration, diaspora and displacement.
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