
behind the beautiful forevers

behind the beautiful forevers is an acclaimed non-fiction book by Katherine Boo that unveils the hidden lives and
struggles of residents in the Annawadi slum near Mumbai's airport. This article will provide an in-depth
exploration of the book’s central themes, context, and impact. Key topics include a summary of the narrative,
insights into the author’s investigative approach, an analysis of major characters, social and economic
challenges presented, and the broader significance of the work in contemporary literature. Readers seeking to
understand poverty, resilience, and hope in modern India will find comprehensive information and valuable
perspectives within this article. Whether you are a student, educator, or simply a literature enthusiast, this
guide offers factual, detailed coverage of "behind the beautiful forevers" and its enduring relevance.
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Overview of "behind the beautiful forevers"

"behind the beautiful forevers" is a deeply researched narrative non-fiction book published in 2012. Set in
Annawadi, a makeshift settlement adjacent to Mumbai’s international airport, the book captures the daily
realities faced by its residents. Katherine Boo spent years documenting the interconnected lives of families and
individuals striving for survival amidst extreme poverty, corruption, and hope. With vivid storytelling and
meticulous observation, Boo provides readers with a window into the often invisible world of urban slum
dwellers. The title itself refers to a wall in Annawadi that separates the slum from the luxury hotels and
advertisements promising "beautiful forevers," serving as a symbol of aspiration and exclusion.

Through the lens of personal stories, the book reveals how residents navigate systemic obstacles, pursue
dreams, and cope with adversity. It offers a compelling portrait of modern India’s rapid urbanization and the
stark inequalities that persist. "behind the beautiful forevers" has been praised for its honest depiction of
poverty, nuanced characterizations, and rigorous journalistic integrity.

Background and Context

Mumbai’s Annawadi Slum

Annawadi is a real slum situated near Mumbai’s bustling airport. It emerged in the late 1990s, inhabited by
migrants seeking economic opportunities. The community consists of approximately 3,000 residents, living in
cramped huts made from scavenged materials. Surrounded by symbols of wealth and growth, Annawadi stands
as a stark contrast to the modernity and glamour of Mumbai’s international hub.



India’s Urban Transformation

The setting of "behind the beautiful forevers" reflects broader trends in India’s urban development. As cities
expand, millions migrate in search of work, often ending up in informal settlements. The challenges faced by
Annawadi’s residents—lack of sanitation, sporadic access to water, and precarious legal
status—demonstrate the realities of urban poverty. Boo’s work highlights how India’s economic boom has
failed to reach many of its most vulnerable citizens.

Rapid urbanization and migration

Disparities in wealth and infrastructure

Impact of globalization on local communities

Socioeconomic stratification

Major Themes and Motifs

Poverty and Economic Inequality

A central theme in "behind the beautiful forevers" is the persistent poverty experienced by Annawadi’s residents.
Boo meticulously documents their daily struggles to secure food, shelter, and employment. The book explores
how economic inequality shapes opportunities and perpetuates cycles of deprivation. Through individual
stories, Boo demonstrates the complex ways people attempt to break free from poverty.

Corruption and Bureaucracy

Corruption is pervasive in the book’s narrative. From local police to hospital staff and government officials,
residents encounter a web of bribery and exploitation. Boo reveals how corruption is both a barrier and a
survival strategy, as slum dwellers navigate bureaucratic systems to access essential resources.

Resilience and Hope

Despite daunting challenges, Annawadi’s residents persist with remarkable resilience. The book celebrates their
creativity, resourcefulness, and hope for a better future. Boo’s portrayal avoids sentimentality, showing
both the strength and the fragility of human aspirations.

Social Fragmentation

"behind the beautiful forevers" also addresses divisions within the slum community. Caste, religion, and
ethnicity shape interactions and alliances, sometimes fueling conflict. Boo’s narrative illustrates how social
fragmentation complicates collective action and community solidarity.

Key Characters and Their Stories



Abdul Husain

Abdul Husain is one of the book’s most prominent figures. A young Muslim teenager, Abdul earns a living by
sorting and selling recyclable garbage. He is diligent and driven, carrying the hopes of his family for a more
stable future. Abdul’s story is marked by resilience and a struggle for dignity against systemic injustice.

Asha Waghekar

Asha is an ambitious woman who seeks to improve her status by navigating the local political landscape. She
uses her position as a slum leader to broker favors and gain influence. Asha’s story reflects the paradoxes of
power within marginalized communities, where leadership can be both a source of exploitation and empowerment.

Manju Waghekar

Manju, Asha’s daughter, aspires to become Annawadi’s first female college graduate. Her pursuit of education
symbolizes hope and progress, yet she faces numerous obstacles imposed by poverty and tradition.

Other Notable Residents

Fatima, known as “One Leg,” whose personal struggles lead to a central conflict in the narrative.

Kalu, a teenage scavenger who faces violence and uncertainty.

The Husain family, each member contributing to the collective effort to survive.

Social and Economic Realities

Living Conditions

Residents of Annawadi endure challenging living conditions. Many homes lack basic amenities, with limited access
to clean water and sanitation facilities. Disease, malnutrition, and environmental hazards are constant
threats. The book documents how these hardships shape daily routines and long-term prospects.

Education and Employment

Opportunities for education and stable employment are scarce. Children often work alongside adults to
supplement family income. Those who attend school face overcrowded classrooms and inadequate resources.
The informal economy dominates, with recycling and scavenging serving as primary means of survival.

Healthcare and Legal Status

Access to healthcare is sporadic and often dependent on bribes or personal connections. Many residents lack
official documentation, leaving them vulnerable to eviction and exploitation. The book highlights the
intersection of health, legality, and social exclusion in shaping outcomes for Annawadi’s families.

Scarcity of basic services1.



Precarious housing and infrastructure2.

Vulnerability to disease and injury3.

Dependence on informal labor markets4.

Limited access to justice and protection5.

Author’s Approach and Impact

Katherine Boo’s Investigative Journalism

Katherine Boo, an award-winning journalist, spent over three years living in and around Annawadi. Her immersive
approach involved extensive interviews, observation, and document analysis. Boo’s commitment to factual
accuracy and transparency is evident throughout the book. She eschews sensationalism, providing a balanced
portrayal of her subjects.

Impact on Social Awareness

"behind the beautiful forevers" has played a significant role in raising awareness of urban poverty and
inequality. Boo’s work has been lauded for its ability to humanize the statistics, offering readers a nuanced
understanding of the challenges faced by millions in India’s megacities. The book has influenced public discourse,
inspired academic research, and informed policy debates.

Literary Significance and Reception

Critical Acclaim

Upon its release, "behind the beautiful forevers" received widespread praise from critics and readers. The book
won the National Book Award for Nonfiction and was named one of the best books of the year by several major
publications. Reviewers have highlighted Boo’s narrative skill, empathetic characterization, and rigorous
documentation.

Contribution to Contemporary Literature

The book is regarded as a landmark work in literary journalism. It combines the immersive detail of ethnography
with the storytelling power of contemporary literature. "behind the beautiful forevers" has set a benchmark
for works that seek to illuminate social realities through factual narrative.

Ongoing Relevance

Even years after its publication, Boo’s portrayal of Annawadi remains relevant. The issues
highlighted—poverty, corruption, resilience—continue to shape urban life in India and beyond. The book is
frequently taught in universities and recommended for anyone seeking to understand global inequality.



Trending Questions and Answers about "behind the beautiful
forevers"

Q: What is the main message of "behind the beautiful forevers"?
A: The main message is to illuminate the realities of poverty, resilience, and hope in urban India, showing how
individuals navigate systemic challenges and strive for a better future despite daunting obstacles.

Q: Who are the primary characters in "behind the beautiful forevers"?
A: Key characters include Abdul Husain, Asha Waghekar, Manju Waghekar, Fatima ("One Leg"), Kalu, and the
Husain family, each representing different facets of life in Annawadi.

Q: How did Katherine Boo conduct her research for the book?
A: Katherine Boo spent more than three years living near Annawadi, conducting interviews, observing daily life,
and reviewing official documents to ensure accuracy and depth in her reporting.

Q: What themes are explored in "behind the beautiful forevers"?
A: Major themes include poverty, economic inequality, corruption, resilience, hope, and social fragmentation
within marginalized communities.

Q: Why is Annawadi significant in the context of the book?
A: Annawadi serves as a microcosm of urban India, highlighting the contrasts between rapid modernization and
persistent poverty, and illustrating the everyday struggles of slum residents.

Q: How has "behind the beautiful forevers" influenced public discourse?
A: The book has increased awareness of urban poverty and inequality, inspiring conversations about policy,
social justice, and the need for systemic change in India and worldwide.

Q: What awards has "behind the beautiful forevers" won?
A: The book won the National Book Award for Nonfiction and was recognized as one of the best books of the
year by major publications for its literary and journalistic excellence.

Q: What is the significance of the book’s title?
A: The title refers to the advertisements on the wall separating Annawadi from luxury hotels, symbolizing
aspirations for a better life and the barriers that prevent marginalized communities from achieving it.

Q: Is "behind the beautiful forevers" based on real events?
A: Yes, the book is a work of non-fiction based on real people and events in the Annawadi slum, thoroughly
documented by Katherine Boo during her years of research.



Q: How does the book address the issue of corruption?
A: The book details how corruption affects every aspect of life in Annawadi, from policing and healthcare to
access to basic services, revealing the complex ways residents interact with corrupt systems for survival.
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Behind the Beautiful Forevers: A Glimpse into
Annawadi's Resilience

Have you ever wondered about the lives lived just beyond the shimmering facade of global progress?
Katherine Boo's Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity
plunges us into the heart of Annawadi, a Mumbai slum, revealing a complex tapestry of resilience,
ambition, and heartbreaking struggle. This isn't just a story of poverty; it's a narrative of human
spirit, showcasing the extraordinary lives lived amidst extraordinary challenges. This post delves
into the book's core themes, characters, and lasting impact, providing a comprehensive overview for
both seasoned readers and those newly discovering this powerful work.

H2: Annawadi: A Microcosm of Global Inequality

Annawadi, a sprawling slum nestled near Mumbai's international airport, serves as a microcosm of
the global inequalities that define our world. Boo's meticulous reporting paints a vivid picture of a
community grappling with poverty, lack of sanitation, and the constant threat of eviction. Yet, within
this seemingly hopeless landscape, lives a vibrant community full of dreams, aspirations, and fierce
determination. The book doesn't shy away from the harsh realities of life in Annawadi – the lack of
clean water, the overflowing garbage, the pervasive diseases – but it also illuminates the incredible
strength and resourcefulness of its inhabitants.

H2: Meet the Characters: Stories of Hope and Despair

Behind the Beautiful Forevers isn't simply a sociological study; it's a deeply human story, told
through the interwoven lives of several key characters. We meet Abdul Husain, an ambitious
entrepreneur striving to lift his family out of poverty through his small chai stall business. His
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relentless drive and unwavering optimism are juxtaposed against the crushing weight of systemic
injustice and bureaucratic hurdles. We also encounter Asha, a young girl caught between the
pressures of familial expectations and her own desires for education. Her story highlights the
complexities of gender roles and the challenges faced by young women in impoverished
communities. Then there’s Fatima, Abdul’s wife, whose loyalty and strength underpin the family's
struggle. Through these characters and others, Boo reveals the nuanced reality of life in Annawadi,
challenging simplistic narratives of poverty and demonstrating the resilience of the human spirit.

H3: The Power of Micro-entrepreneurship

The struggles and triumphs of characters like Abdul highlight the critical role of micro-
entrepreneurship in Annawadi. The book vividly illustrates how even the smallest businesses, like
chai stalls and recycling operations, become vital lifelines for families, providing both income and a
sense of agency. These businesses are not merely economic activities; they are expressions of hope,
dreams, and the relentless pursuit of a better life. However, the book also reveals the vulnerability of
these micro-businesses to the whims of the larger economic and political systems, constantly
threatened by corruption and the lack of legal protections.

H3: The Impact of Systemic Corruption and Inequality

A significant theme explored in Behind the Beautiful Forevers is the pervasive impact of systemic
corruption and inequality. The residents of Annawadi are constantly navigating a labyrinthine
bureaucracy, where bribes and connections often outweigh merit. The book exposes the stark
realities of police brutality, the exploitation of the poor, and the indifference of those in power. This
systemic injustice exacerbates the already difficult conditions faced by the community, creating a
cycle of poverty that is incredibly difficult to escape.

H2: Beyond the Statistics: A Human-Centered Approach

What makes Behind the Beautiful Forevers truly exceptional is its human-centered approach. Boo
masterfully avoids generalizations and stereotypes, instead presenting the inhabitants of Annawadi
as complex individuals with their own aspirations, flaws, and triumphs. She spends years immersing
herself in the community, building trust and gaining access to their intimate stories. This intimate
portrayal allows readers to connect with the characters on a deeply personal level, fostering
empathy and understanding. The book challenges readers to move beyond simplistic narratives of
poverty and to engage with the complexities of social inequality in a meaningful way.

H2: The Lasting Legacy of Behind the Beautiful Forevers



Behind the Beautiful Forevers has had a profound impact since its publication. It has sparked
important conversations about global inequality, urban poverty, and the need for more equitable
development strategies. The book serves as a powerful reminder of the human cost of social injustice
and the urgent need for systemic change. Its enduring legacy lies in its ability to foster empathy,
challenge assumptions, and inspire action.

Conclusion

Behind the Beautiful Forevers is more than just a book; it’s a visceral experience that stays with you
long after you finish reading. It’s a testament to the indomitable human spirit, a powerful indictment
of systemic inequalities, and a call to action for a more just and equitable world. Boo’s masterful
storytelling leaves an indelible mark, forcing readers to confront the harsh realities of global poverty
and inspiring a deeper understanding of the lives lived just beyond the glittering facades of our
modern world.

FAQs:

1. Is Behind the Beautiful Forevers a depressing book? While the book depicts difficult realities, it
also celebrates the incredible resilience and hope of its characters. It's a powerful and moving read,
but not solely depressing.

2. What age group is this book suitable for? The book deals with mature themes, making it more
appropriate for older teenagers and adults.

3. How long did Katherine Boo spend researching the book? Boo spent several years immersed in
the Annawadi community, building relationships and gaining the trust necessary to tell these
intimate stories.

4. Has the book inspired any real-world change? While direct impact is difficult to measure, the book
has sparked important conversations and raised awareness about global inequalities, contributing to
ongoing discussions about poverty and development.

5. Where can I buy Behind the Beautiful Forevers? The book is widely available at major bookstores,
online retailers like Amazon, and libraries.

  behind the beautiful forevers: Behind the Beautiful Forevers Katherine Boo, 2012-02-22
WINNER OF THE 2012 LA TIMES BOOK PRIZE WINNER OF THE 2012 US NATIONAL BOOK
AWARD FOR NONFICTION SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2013 PULITZER PRIZE From Pulitzer
Prize-winner Katherine Boo comes a landmark work of narrative nonfiction that tells the dramatic
and sometimes heartbreaking story of families striving toward a better life in one of the world’s most
lively but treacherous cities. Annawadi is a makeshift settlement in the shadow of luxury hotels near
the Mumbai airport and, as India starts to prosper, Annawadians are electric with hope. Abdul, a



reflective and enterprising Muslim teenager, sees ‘a fortune beyond counting’ in the recyclable
garbage that richer people throw away. Asha, a woman of formidable wit and deep scars from a
childhood in rural poverty, has identified an alternate route to the middle class: political corruption.
With a little luck, her sensitive, beautiful daughter — Annawadi’s ‘most-everything girl’ — will soon
become its first female college graduate. And even the poorest Annawadians, like Kalu, a 15-year-old
scrap-metal thief, believe themselves inching closer to the good lives and good times they call ‘the
full enjoy’. But then Abdul the garbage sorter is falsely accused in a shocking tragedy; terror and a
global recession rock the city; and suppressed tensions over religion, caste, sex, power, and
economic envy turn brutal. As the tenderest individual hopes intersect with the greatest global
truths, the true contours of a competitive age are revealed. And so, too, are the imaginations and
courage of the people of Annawadi. With intelligence, humour, and deep insight into what connects
human beings in an era of tumultuous change, Behind the Beautiful Forevers carries the reader
headlong into one of the 21st century’s hidden worlds, and into the lives of people impossible to
forget. PRAISE FOR KATHERINE BOO ‘Boo's meticulous work is a must for India watchers, of
course, but it is also a great example of the power of what used to be known as immersion
journalism. And a cracking read.’ The Age ‘[An] exquisitely accomplished first book.’ The New York
Times
  behind the beautiful forevers: Behind the Beautiful Forevers David Hare, 2015-01-01 It's
not just that rich people don't know what they've got. They don't even know what they throw away.
India is beginning to prosper. But beyond the luxury hotels surrounding Mumbai airport is an
obstacle, a makeshift slum. It's home to foul mouthed Zehrunisa and her garbage sorting son Abdul,
entrepreneurs both. Sunil, twelve, picks plastic. Manju, schoolteacher, hopes to be the settlement's
first woman to gain a degree. Asha, go-to woman, exploits every scam to become a first-class person.
And Fatima, One Leg, is about to make an accusation that will destroy herself and shatter the
neighbourhood. Katherine Boo spent three years under the flight-path, recording the lives of
Annawadi's diverse inhabitants. Now from Boo's book, which won the National Book Award for
Non-Fiction in 2012, David Hare has fashioned an epic play for the stage which details the ingenious
and sometimes violent ways in which the poor and disadvantaged negotiate with corruption to seek a
handhold on capitalism's lowest rungs. David Hare's stage adaptation of Behind the Beautiful
Forevers premiered at the National Theatre, London, in November 2014.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Strength in What Remains Tracy Kidder, 2010-05-04
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY: Los Angeles Times • San Francisco
Chronicle •Chicago Tribune • The Christian Science Monitor • Publishers Weekly In Strength in
What Remains, Tracy Kidder gives us the story of one man’s inspiring American journey and of the
ordinary people who helped him, providing brilliant testament to the power of second chances. Deo
arrives in the United States from Burundi in search of a new life. Having survived a civil war and
genocide, he lands at JFK airport with two hundred dollars, no English, and no contacts. He ekes out
a precarious existence delivering groceries, living in Central Park, and learning English by reading
dictionaries in bookstores. Then Deo begins to meet the strangers who will change his life, pointing
him eventually in the direction of Columbia University, medical school, and a life devoted to healing.
Kidder breaks new ground in telling this unforgettable story as he travels with Deo back over a
turbulent life and shows us what it means to be fully human. NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER •
Named one of the Top 10 Nonfiction Books of the year by Time • Named one of the year’s “10
Terrific Reads” by O: The Oprah Magazine “Extraordinarily stirring . . . a miracle of human
courage.”—The Washington Post “Absorbing . . . a story about survival, about perseverance and
sometimes uncanny luck in the face of hell on earth. . . . It is just as notably about profound human
kindness.”—The New York Times “Important and beautiful . . . This book is one you won’t
forget.”—Portland Oregonian
  behind the beautiful forevers: The Beautiful Struggle (Adapted for Young Adults)
Ta-Nehisi Coates, 2022-01-11 Adapted from the adult memoir by the #1 New York Times bestselling
author of The Water Dancer and Between the World and Me, this father-son story explores how boys



become men, and quite specifically, how Ta-Nehisi Coates became Ta-Nehisi Coates. As a child,
Ta-Nehisi Coates was seen by his father, Paul, as too sensitive and lacking focus. Paul Coates was a
Vietnam vet who'd been part of the Black Panthers and was dedicated to reading and publishing the
history of African civilization. When it came to his sons, he was committed to raising proud Black
men equipped to deal with a racist society, during a turbulent period in the collapsing city of
Baltimore where they lived. Coates details with candor the challenges of dealing with his tough-love
father, the influence of his mother, and the dynamics of his extended family, including his brother
Big Bill, who was on a very different path than Ta-Nehisi. Coates also tells of his family struggles at
school and with girls, making this a timely story to which many readers will relate.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Behind the Beautiful Forevers Katherine Boo, 2012-02-07 This
enhanced eBook features exclusive video footage shot over the course of three years by the author
and several children of the Annawadi slum. From Pulitzer Prize-winner Katherine Boo, a landmark
work of narrative nonfiction that tells the dramatic and sometimes heartbreaking story of families
striving toward a better life in one of the twenty-first century’s great, unequal cities. In this
brilliantly written, fast-paced book, based on three years of uncompromising reporting, a
bewildering age of global change and inequality is made human. Annawadi is a makeshift settlement
in the shadow of luxury hotels near the Mumbai airport, and as India starts to prosper, Annawadians
are electric with hope. Abdul, a reflective and enterprising Muslim teenager, sees “a fortune beyond
counting” in the recyclable garbage that richer people throw away. Asha, a woman of formidable wit
and deep scars from a childhood in rural poverty, has identified an alternate route to the middle
class: political corruption. With a little luck, her sensitive, beautiful daughter—Annawadi’s
“most-everything girl”—will soon become its first female college graduate. And even the poorest
Annawadians, like Kalu, a fifteen-year-old scrap-metal thief, believe themselves inching closer to the
good lives and good times they call “the full enjoy.” But then Abdul the garbage sorter is falsely
accused in a shocking tragedy; terror and a global recession rock the city; and suppressed tensions
over religion, caste, sex, power and economic envy turn brutal. As the tenderest individual hopes
intersect with the greatest global truths, the true contours of a competitive age are revealed. And so,
too, are the imaginations and courage of the people of Annawadi. With intelligence, humor, and deep
insight into what connects human beings to one another in an era of tumultuous change, Behind the
Beautiful Forevers carries the reader headlong into one of the twenty-first century’s hidden worlds,
and into the lives of people impossible to forget.
  behind the beautiful forevers: An Invisible Thread Laura Schroff, Alex Tresniowski,
2012-08-07 A cloth bag containing eight copies of the title, that may also include a folder.
  behind the beautiful forevers: A Free Man Aman Sethi, 2012-10-04 Every morning in Sadar
Bazaar, one of the oldest markets in Delhi, a gang of men gather looking for work in the building
trade. For five years, Aman Sethi shared their lives, and in particular that of Mohammed Ashraf.
Ashraf is a mazdoor, an itinerant house-painter, but he's not a typical labourer - he's studied biology
in college, and after college learnt how to repair TV sets, cut suits, and slice chicken. He lived all
over India, but now he finds himself in Delhi: the second most populous city in the country. The
morning will bring hangovers, whisky breakfasts and possibly answers to the lingering questions
that haunt Ashraf. How did he get here? Why is he the way he is? And is there a way back home?
One of the very best young journalists in India, Aman Sethi brings Ashraf vividly alive and
illuminates the lives of countless others like him. Wry, humorous and insightful, A Free Man is an
unforgettable portrait of an invisible man in his invisible city, and an extraordinary human story.
  behind the beautiful forevers: The Death of Vishnu Manil Suri, 2012-05-07 An enthralling
virtuoso debut that eloquently captures the loves and losses of a dying man 'All the elements of great
storytelling are here, the mystic transports of Ben Okri with the intimate charm of Arundhati Roy ...
enchanting' Sunday Tribune 'Beautifully captures with great tenderness and depth the eternal war
between duty and desire. This is a love letter to Bombay and its people' Sunday Express Vishnu, the
odd-job man in a Bombay apartment block, lies dying on the staircase landing. Around him the lives
of the apartment dwellers unfold - the warring housewives on the first floor, the lovesick teenagers



on the second, and the widower, alone and quietly grieving at the top of the building. In a fevered
state Vishnu looks back on his love affair with the seductive Padmini and comedy becomes tragedy
as his life draws to a close.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Random Family Adrian Nicole LeBlanc, 2012-10-23 Selected as
One of the Best Books of the 21st Century by The New York Times Set amid the havoc of the War on
Drugs, this New York Times bestseller is an astonishingly intimate (New York magazine) chronicle of
one family’s triumphs and trials in the South Bronx of the 1990s. “Unmatched in depth and power
and grace. A profound, achingly beautiful work of narrative nonfiction…The standard-bearer of
embedded reportage.” —Matthew Desmond, author of Evicted In her classic bestseller, journalist
Adrian Nicole LeBlanc immerses readers in the world of one family with roots in the Bronx, New
York. In 1989, LeBlanc approached Jessica, a young mother whose encounter with the carceral state
is about to forever change the direction of her life. This meeting redirected LeBlanc’s reporting,
taking her past the perennial stories of crime and violence into the community of women and
children who bear the brunt of the insidious violence of poverty. Her book bears witness to the
teetering highs and devastating lows in the daily lives of Jessica, her family, and her expanding
circle of friends. Set at the height of the War on Drugs, Random Family is a love story—an ode to the
families that form us and the families we create for ourselves. Charting the tumultuous struggle of
hope against deprivation over three generations, LeBlanc slips behind the statistics and comes back
with a riveting, haunting, and distinctly American true story.
  behind the beautiful forevers: India Becoming Akash Kapur, 2012-03-15 A New Republic
Editors' and Writers' Pick 2012 A New Yorker Contributors' Pick 2012 A portrait of incredible
change and economic development, of social and national transformation told through individual
lives The son of an Indian father and an American mother, Akash Kapur spent his formative years in
India and his early adulthood in the United States. In 2003, he returned to his birth country for
good, eager to be part of its exciting growth and modernization. What he found was a nation even
more transformed than he had imagined, where the changes were fundamentally altering Indian
society, for better and sometimes for worse. To further understand these changes, he sought out the
Indians experiencing them firsthand. The result is a rich tapestry of lives being altered by economic
development, and a fascinating insider's look at many of the most important forces shaping our
world today. Much has been written about the rise of Asia and a rebalancing of the global economy,
but rarely does one encounter these big stories with the level of nuance and detail that Kapur gives
us in India Becoming. Among the characters we meet are a broker of cows who must adapt his trade
to a modernizing economy; a female call center employee whose relatives worry about her values in
the city; a feudal landowner who must accept that he will not pass his way of life down to his
children; and a career woman who wishes she could outsource having a baby. Through these stories
and many others, Kapur provides a fuller understanding of the complexity and often contradictory
nature of modern India. India Becoming is particularly noteworthy for its emphasis on rural India-a
region often neglected in writing about the country, though 70 percent of the population still lives
there. In scenes reminiscent of R. K. Narayan's classic works on the Indian countryside, Kapur builds
intimate portraits of farmers, fishermen, and entire villages whose ancient ways of life are
crumbling, giving way to an uncertain future that is at once frightening and full of promise. Kapur
himself grew up in rural India; his descriptions of change and modernization are infused with a
profound-at times deeply poignant- firsthand understanding of the loss that must accompany all
development and progress. India Becoming is essential reading for anyone interested in our
changing world and the newly emerging global order. It is a riveting narrative that puts the personal
into a broad, relevant and revelational context.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Cutting for Stone Abraham Verghese, 2012-05-17 Marion and
Shiva Stone are twin brothers born of a secret union between a beautiful Indian nun and a brash
British surgeon. Orphaned by their mother’s death and their father’s disappearance and bound
together by a preternatural connection and a shared fascination with medicine, the twins come of
age as Ethiopia hovers on the brink of revolution. Moving from Addis Ababa to New York City and



back again, Cutting for Stone is an unforgettable story of love and betrayal, medicine and ordinary
miracles—and two brothers whose fates are forever intertwined.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Girlfriends, Ghosts, and Other Stories Robert Walser,
2016-09-13 Girlfriends, Ghosts, and Other Stories brings together eighty-one brief texts spanning
Robert Walser’s career, from pieces conceived amid his early triumphs to later works written at a
psychiatric clinic in Bern. Many were published in the feuilleton sections of newspapers during
Walser’s life; others were jotted down on slips of paper and all but forgotten. Together they string
together small nutshells of consciousness, idiosyncratic and vulnerable, genuine in their irony,
wistful in their humor. The portraits and landscapes here are observed with tenderness and from a
place of great anxiety. Some dwell on childish or transient topics—carousels, the latest hairstyles, an
ekphrasis of the illustrations in a picture book—others on the grand themes of nature, art, and love.
But they remain conversational, almost lighter than air. Every emotion ventured takes on the weight
of a sincerity that is imperiled as soon as it comes into contact with the outside world, which retains
all of the novelty it had in childhood—and all of the danger. Walser’s speakers are attuned to the
silent music of being; students of the ineffable and neighbors to madness, they are now exhilarated,
now paralyzed by frequencies inaudible to less sensitive ears.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Castaway Mountain Saumya Roy, 2021-09-07 *One of NPR's
Books We Love 2021* 'I came to see the mountains as an outpouring of our modern lives,' Roy
writes, 'of the endless chase for our desires to fill us.' Readers of Behind the Beautiful Forevers will
be drawn to this harrowing portrait. —Publishers Weekly Castaway Mountain deserves every
accolade. A stunning achievement. —Kiran Desai, Booker Prize Winner, author of Inheritance of
Loss. All of Mumbai’s possessions and memories come to die at the Deonar garbage mountains.
Towering at the outskirts of the city, the mountains are covered in a faint smog from trash fires.
Over time, as wealth brought Bollywood knock offs, fast food and plastics to Mumbaikars, a small,
forgotten community of migrants and rag-pickers came to live at the mountains’ edge, making a
living by re-using, recycling and re-selling. Among them is Farzana Ali Shaikh, a tall, adventurous
girl who soon becomes one of the best pickers in her community. Over time, her family starts to fret
about Farzana’s obsessive relationship to the garbage. Like so many in her community, Farzana,
made increasingly sick by the trash mountains, is caught up in the thrill of discovery—because
among the broken glass, crushed cans, or even the occasional dead baby, there’s a lingering chance
that she will find a treasure to lift her family’s fortunes. As Farzana enters adulthood, her way of life
becomes more precarious. Mumbai is pitched as a modern city, emblematic of the future of India,
forcing officials to reckon with closing the dumping grounds, which would leave the waste pickers
more vulnerable than ever. In a narrative instilled with superstition and magical realism, Saumya
Roy crafts a modern parable exploring the consequences of urban overconsumption. A moving
testament to the impact of fickle desires, Castaway Mountain reveals that when you own nothing,
you know where true value lies: in family, community and love. Interior map illustration copyright (c)
Jake Coolidge
  behind the beautiful forevers: The Heart Is a Shifting Sea Elizabeth Flock, 2018-02-06 Winner
of the Silver Nautilus Award for Journalism & Investigative Reporting A book that truly is impossible
to put down.”—Washington Post This remarkable debut is so deeply reported, elegantly written, and
profoundly transporting that it reads like a novel you can’t put down. It’s both a nuanced and
intimate evocation of Indian culture, and a provocative and exciting meditation on marriage
itself.—Katie Roiphe, author of The Violet Hour In the vein of Behind the Beautiful Forevers, an
intimate, deeply reported and revelatory examination of love, marriage, and the state of modern
India—as witnessed through the lives of three very different couples in today’s Mumbai. In
twenty-first-century India, tradition is colliding with Western culture, a clash that touches the lives
of everyday Indians from the wealthiest to the poorest. While ethnicity, class, and religion are
influencing the nation’s development, so too are pop culture and technology—an uneasy fusion
whose impact is most evident in the institution of marriage. The Heart Is a Shifting Sea introduces
three couples whose relationships illuminate these sweeping cultural shifts in dramatic ways: Veer



and Maya, a forward-thinking professional couple whose union is tested by Maya’s desire for
independence; Shahzad and Sabeena, whose desperation for a child becomes entwined with the
changing face of Islam; and Ashok and Parvati, whose arranged marriage, made possible by an
online matchmaker, blossoms into true love. Though these three middle-class couples are at
different stages in their lives and come from diverse religious backgrounds, their stories build on
one another to present a layered, nuanced, and fascinating mosaic of the universal challenges,
possibilities, and promise of matrimony in its present state. Elizabeth Flock has observed the
evolving state of India from inside Mumbai, its largest metropolis. She spent close to a decade
getting to know these couples—listening to their stories and living in their homes, where she was
privy to countless moments of marital joy, inevitable frustration, dramatic upheaval, and whispered
confessions and secrets. The result is a phenomenal feat of reportage that is both an enthralling
portrait of a nation in the midst of transition and an unforgettable look at the universal mysteries of
love and marriage that connect us all.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Factory Man Beth Macy, 2014-07-15 The instant New York
Times bestseller about one man's battle to save hundreds of jobs by demonstrating the greatness of
American business. The Bassett Furniture Company was once the world's biggest wood furniture
manufacturer. Run by the same powerful Virginia family for generations, it was also the center of life
in Bassett, Virginia. But beginning in the 1980s, the first waves of Asian competition hit, and
ultimately Bassett was forced to send its production overseas. One man fought back: John Bassett
III, a shrewd and determined third-generation factory man, now chairman of Vaughan-Bassett
Furniture Co, which employs more than 700 Virginians and has sales of more than $90 million. In
Factory Man, Beth Macy brings to life Bassett's deeply personal furniture and family story, along
with a host of characters from an industry that was as cutthroat as it was colorful. As she shows how
he uses legal maneuvers, factory efficiencies, and sheer grit and cunning to save hundreds of jobs,
she also reveals the truth about modern industry in America.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Violence at the Urban Margins Javier Auyero, Philippe I.
Bourgois, Nancy Scheper-Hughes, 2015 In the Americas, debates around issues of citizen's public
safety--from debates that erupt after highly publicized events, such as the shootings of Jordan Davis
and Trayvon Martin, to those that recurrently dominate the airwaves in Latin America--are
dominated by members of the middle and upper-middle classes. However, a cursory count of the
victims of urban violence in the Americas reveals that the people suffering the most from violence
live, and die, at the lowest of the socio-symbolic order, at the margins of urban societies. The
inhabitants of the urban margins are hardly ever heard in discussions about public safety. They live
in danger but the discourse about violence and risk belongs to, is manufactured and manipulated by,
others--others who are prone to view violence at the urban margins as evidence of a cultural, or
racial, defect, rather than question violence's relationship to economic and political marginalization.
As a result, the experience of interpersonal violence among the urban poor becomes something
unspeakable, and the everyday fear and trauma lived in relegated territories is constantly muted and
denied. This edited volume seeks to counteract this pernicious tendency by putting under the
ethnographic microscope--and making public--the way in which violence is lived and acted upon in
the urban peripheries. It features cutting-edge ethnographic research on the role of violence in the
lives of the urban poor in South, Central, and North America, and sheds light on the suffering that
violence produces and perpetuates, as well as the individual and collective responses that violence
generates, among those living at the urban margins of the Americas.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Refugee High Elly Fishman, 2023-10-03 A year in the life of a
Chicago high school with one of the nation’s highest proportions of refugees, told with “strong
novel-like pacing” (Milwaukee Magazine) A stunning and heart-wrenching work of
nonfiction.—Chicago Reader Winner of the Studs and Ida Terkel Award For a century, Chicago’s
Roger C. Sullivan High School has been a home to immigrant and refugee students. In 2017, during
the worst global refugee crisis in history, its immigrant population numbered close to three
hundred—or nearly half the school—and many were refugees new to the country. These young



people came from thirty-five different countries, speaking more than thirty-eight different
languages. Called “a feat of immersive reporting” (National Book Review), and “a powerful portrait
of resilience in the face of long odds” (Publishers Weekly), Refugee High, by award-winning
journalist Elly Fishman, offers a riveting chronicle of the 2017–8 school year at Sullivan High, a time
when anti-immigrant rhetoric was at its height in the White House. Even as we follow teachers and
administrators grappling with the everyday challenges facing many urban schools, we witness the
complicated circumstances and unique needs of refugee and immigrant children: Alejandro may be
deported just days before he is scheduled to graduate; Shahina narrowly escapes an arranged
marriage; and Belenge encounters gang turf wars he doesn’t understand. Heartbreaking and
inspiring in equal measure, Refugee High raises vital questions about the priorities and values of a
public school and offers an eye-opening and captivating window into the present-day American
immigration and education systems.
  behind the beautiful forevers: The Late Interiors Marjorie Sandor, 2011-05-11 At a time in
her life when she once thought a person should have been well settled in for the long haul, Sandor
and her new beloved set out to being a new life together. They buy an old house on the border
between the large university, which employs them both, and a small urban/student “wilderness.”
Sandor’s young daughter, Hannah, divides her time between her father and her mother’s new home.
Almost immediately, Sandor’s partner, Tracy, undergoes sudden heart surgery. He survives, but as
they marvel at the fragility of their new life together, they discover that a developer, the Archdiocese
of Portland, is planning a multi-story student apartment complex just behind their small, nascent
back garden, where a small cluster of Arts and Crafts cottages stands. The development threatens
the newfound haven they hope to make for themselves and Sandor’s daughter. The Late Interiors
tells the story of five seasons of change and renewal in a woman’s life, braiding entries from a
garden journal with lyric meditations and full-blown essays on our eternal—and
contradictory—hunger for adventure and refuge. Making a life in art, finding domestic harmony in a
new partnership, discovering how a neighborhood comes together to take on seemingly unbeatable
developers, and learning how to move forward through hardship and fear to embrace life in its
fullest are the enduring themes of this witty and beautifully crafted memoir.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Maximum City Suketu Mehta, 2009-10-21 A native of Bombay,
Suketu Mehta gives us an insider’s view of this stunning metropolis. He approaches the city from
unexpected angles, taking us into the criminal underworld of rival Muslim and Hindu gangs,
following the life of a bar dancer raised amid poverty and abuse, opening the door into the inner
sanctums of Bollywood, and delving into the stories of the countless villagers who come in search of
a better life and end up living on the sidewalks. As each individual story unfolds, Mehta also
recounts his own efforts to make a home in Bombay after more than twenty years abroad. Candid,
impassioned, funny, and heartrending, Maximum City is a revelation of an ancient and
ever-changing world.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Beautiful Forevers Jessie Gussman, 2021-08-12 They both
want to make things work, but will their children come between them? Gage has been happy in
Blueberry Beach, living above the store on the Main Street, working from home and raising his two
girls. Alone. The tightknit community supports each other and his daughters enjoy working in the ice
cream shop and playing in the beach band. When Zariah and her teenage niece, Macie, move in
across the street, opening a clothing boutique, Gage's attraction to her is immediate. Their
relationship seems too good to be true. Or maybe it's Macie that's too good to be true. When Macie
is caught in a crime spree that includes stealing cars, destroying property and dealing drugs, the
small community is shocked and appalled. Will Gage and Zariah's relationship be able to weather
this storm? Will Blueberry Beach ever feel safe again? Reviews for Beautiful Forevers: ★★★★★ The
book was just all consuming, heart wrenching, wonderful, everyone should read this one, it speaks to
your heart like no other story I have ever read. - KRP ★★★★★ God's grace is one of Gussman's favorite
themes and she portrays it perfectly in Beautiful Forevers. Grace isn't a magic wand. It can't negate
the harm done or whisk away the consequences, but it can show the way forward to healing and



redemption. I have loved all of the Blueberry Beach novels, but Beautiful Forevers is my current
favorite. - Charlene ★★★★★ Wow - This is way different than the books I've been reading. It also deals
with issues we parents pray we'll never have to deal with. But life happens. And grace is there. And
life goes on. - Kindle Customer ★★★★★ This is such an amazing story!!! I love how Ms. Gussman's
romances intermingle the problems of real life with the love story. I suppose I feel that way because
that's the way it truly happens. Her stories always read more like a glimpse into someone's life, than
a fictional tale! - Ballet in AK ★★★★★ Wow. I am, as always, blown away by the emotion and real-ness
of Jessie Gussman's works. This book is such a great example of how someone (a teen, especially)
may deal with grief. I was floored. - Janet Books in the Blueberry Beach series: Yesterday's
Treasures Tomorrow's Blessings Beautiful Forevers Precious Memories Misty Mornings Sweet
Afternoons
  behind the beautiful forevers: Unsettling Europe Jane Kramer, 1990 Portrays the lives of four
families, who represent the millions of people uprooted by wars, family dissolution, or fallen colonial
empires, that are now dramatically changing European society
  behind the beautiful forevers: All That I Am Anna Funder, 2012-02-07 Award-winning
author Anna Funder delivers an affecting and beautifully evocative debut novel about a group of
young German exiles who risk their lives to awaken the world to the terrifying threat of Hitler and
Nazi Germany. Based on real-life events and people, All That I Am brings to light the heroic, tragic,
and true story of a small group of left-wing German social activists who mounted a fierce and
cunning resistance from their perilous London exile, in a novel that fans of Suite Francaise, The
Piano Teacher, and Atonement will find irresistible and unforgettable. “An intimate exploration of
human connection and our responsibility to one another.” —Colum McCann, author of Let the Great
World Spin
  behind the beautiful forevers: A Moonless, Starless Sky Alexis Okeowo, 2017-10-03
WINNER OF THE 2018 PEN OPEN BOOK AWARD A rich and urgently necessary book (New York
Times Book Review), A Moonless, Starless Sky is a masterful, humane work of journalism by Alexis
Okeowo--a vivid narrative of Africans who are courageously resisting their continent's wave of
fundamentalism. In A Moonless, Starless Sky Okeowo weaves together four narratives that form a
powerful tapestry of modern Africa: a young couple, kidnap victims of Joseph Kony's LRA; a
Mauritanian waging a lonely campaign against modern-day slavery; a women's basketball team
flourishing amid war-torn Somalia; and a vigilante who takes up arms against the extremist group
Boko Haram. This debut book by one of America's most acclaimed young journalists illuminates the
inner lives of ordinary people doing the extraordinary--lives that are too often hidden,
underreported, or ignored by the rest of the world.
  behind the beautiful forevers: The Brain Is Kind of a Big Deal Nick Seluk, 2019-10-01 Oh
hey, guess what? New York Times bestseller Nick Seluk has a hilarious new nonfiction picture book
all about your body's very own computer -- the brain! Have you ever thought about everything your
brain does for you? It is always working to keep you alive and safe. (Plus it lets you think about
funny stuff, too.) So why is the brain such a big deal? Because it makes you YOU, of course!This
funny and factual picture book from Heart and Brain creator Nick Seluk explains the science behind
everything the brain helps you do: keeping your heart beating, telling you when you are sleepy,
remembering stuff, and more. The brain is in charge of everything you do, every minute of every day
for your entire life. That's kind of a big deal.Each spread features bite-sized text and comic-style art
with sidebars sprinkled throughout. Anthropomorphized organs and body parts -- recognizable from
Nick Seluk's New York Times bestselling book -- help readers learn through funny jokes and comic
panels. Funny, smart, and accessible, The Brain Is Kind of a Big Deal is a must-have!
  behind the beautiful forevers: That Night Alice McDermott, 2013-11-21 'A stunning work'
Sunday Times 'That Night has universal appeal ... there is a depth of feeling here which is beautifully
- and seriously - realised' Independent ______________________ The evocative second novel from
National Book Award winner Alice McDermott On a warm suburban night, the sound of lawn
sprinklers is drowned out by the rumble of hot rods. Suddenly, a car careens onto a family's neat



front yard, teenage boys spill out brandishing chains and leather, and a young man cries out for the
girl he loves. Tonight, fathers will pick up snow shovels and rakes to defend their turf, and children
will witness a battle fuelled by fierce, true love. This is the night they will talk about and remember
as the moment things changed for ever.
  behind the beautiful forevers: And Home Was Kariakoo M.G. Vassanji, 2016-01-26 From M.G.
Vassanji, two-time Scotiabank Giller Prize winner and a Governor General's Literary Award winner
for Non-fiction, comes a poignant love letter to his birthplace and homeland, East Africa—a powerful
and surprising portrait that only an insider could write. Part travelogue, part memoir, and part
history-rarely-told, here is a powerful and timely portrait of a constantly evolving land. From a
description of Zanzibar and its evolution to a visit to a slave-market town at Lake Tanganyika; from
an encounter with a witchdoctor in an old coastal village to memories of his own childhood in the
streets of Dar es Salaam and the suburbs of Nairobi, Vassanji combines brilliant prose, thoughtful
and candid observation, and a lifetime of revisiting and reassessing the continent that molded
him—and, as we discover when we follow the journeys that became this book, shapes him still.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Notes from a Public Typewriter Michael Gustafson, Oliver
Uberti, 2018-03-27 A collection of confessional, hilarious, heartbreaking notes written anonymously
on a public typewriter for fans of PostSecret and Other People's Love Letters. When Michael
Gustafson and his wife Hilary opened Literati Bookstore in Ann Arbor, Michigan, they put out a
typewriter for anyone to use. They had no idea what to expect. Would people ask metaphysical
questions? Write mean things? Pour their souls onto the page? Yes, no, and did they ever. Every day,
people of all ages sit down at the public typewriter. Children perch atop grandparents' knees, both
sets of hands hovering above the metal keys: I LOVE YOU. Others walk in alone on Friday nights and
confess their hopes: I will find someone someday. And some leave funny asides for the next person
who sits down: I dislike people, misanthropes, irony, and ellipses ... and lists too. In Notes From the
Public Typewriter Michael and designer Oliver Uberti have combined their favorite notes with
essays and photos to create an ode to community and the written word that will surprise, delight,
and inspire.
  behind the beautiful forevers: The Readers' Advisory Guide to Horror Becky Siegel Spratford,
2012-04-09 Vampires, zombies, ghosts, and ghoulies: there are more things going bump in the night
than ever. So how do you wend your way through all of them to find the ones that interest a
particular reader? RA expert Spratford updates her advisory to include the latest in monsters and
the macabre, including Lists of recommended titles, authors, and sub-genres, all cross-referenced
for quick reference Tips for effectively practicing horror RA, with interview questions for gauging a
reader’s interests An expanded resources section, with an overview addressing the current state of
horror lit, and suggestions of how to dig deeperAs both an introductory guide for librarians just
dipping their toes into the brackish water of scary fiction, as well as a fount of new ideas for
horror-aware reference staff, Spratford’s book is infernally appropriate.
  behind the beautiful forevers: In the Darkroom Susan Faludi, 2016-06-14 A Pulitzer Prize
winner’s memoir of her search for her enigmatic father is “an absolute stunner . . . probing,
steel-nerved, moving in ways you’d never expect” (New York Times). “In the summer of 2004 I set
out to investigate someone I scarcely knew, my father. The project began with a grievance, the
grievance of a daughter whose parent had absconded from her life. I was in pursuit of a scofflaw, an
artful dodger who had skipped out on so many things—obligation, affection, culpability, contrition. I
was preparing an indictment, amassing discovery for a trial. But somewhere along the line, the
prosecutor became a witness.” So begins Susan Faludi’s extraordinary inquiry. When the feminist
writer learned that her 76-year-old father—long estranged and living in Hungary—had undergone
sex reassignment surgery, her investigation turned personal and urgent. How was this new parent
who identified as “a complete woman now” connected to the silent, explosive, and ultimately violent
father she had known? Faludi chases that mystery into the recesses of her suburban childhood and
her father’s many previous incarnations: American dad, Alpine mountaineer, swashbuckling
adventurer in the Amazon outback, Jewish fugitive in Holocaust Budapest. Her struggle to come to



grips with her father’s metamorphosis takes her across borders—historical, political, religious,
sexual—to bring her face to face with the question of the age: Is identity something you “choose,” or
is it the very thing you can’t escape? “Riveting . . . Ms. Faludi unfolds her father’s story like the plot
of a detective novel.” —Wall Street Journal “Penetrating and lucid . . . rich [and] arresting.” —New
York Times Book Review “A gripping exploration of sexual, national, and ethnic identity.” —Kirkus
Reviews, starred review
  behind the beautiful forevers: The Queen of Katwe Tim Crothers, 2012-10-09 Now a major
motion picture starring Academy Award winner Lupita Nyong’o and David Oyelowo, directed by
Mira Nair. The “astonishing” (The New York Times Book Review) and “inspirational” (Shelf
Awareness) true story of Phiona Mutesi—a teenage chess prodigy from the slums of Uganda. One
day in 2005 while searching for food, nine-year-old Ugandan Phiona Mutesi followed her brother to a
dusty veranda where she met Robert Katende. Katende, a war refugee turned missionary, had an
improbable dream: to empower kids in the Katwe slum through chess—a game so foreign there is no
word for it in their native language. Laying a chessboard in the dirt, Robert began to teach. At first
children came for a free bowl of porridge, but many grew to love the game that—like their daily
lives—requires persevering against great obstacles. Of these kids, one girl stood out as an immense
talent: Phiona. By the age of eleven Phiona was her country’s junior champion, and at fifteen, the
national champion. Now a Woman Candidate Master—the first female titled player in her country’s
history—Phiona dreams of becoming a Grandmaster, the most elite level in chess. But to reach that
goal, she must grapple with everyday life in one of the world’s most unstable countries. The Queen
of Katwe is a “remarkable” (NPR) and “riveting” (New York Post) book that shows how “Phiona’s
story transcends the limitations of the chessboard” (Robert Hess, US Grandmaster).
  behind the beautiful forevers: This Red Line Goes Straight to Your Heart Madhur Anand,
2020-06-30 WINNER OF THE 2020 GOVERNOR GENERAL'S LITERARY AWARD FOR NONFICTION
“Wondrously and elegantly written in language that astonishes and moves the reader…This is an
important book: an emotional and intellectual tour de force.” —Jane Urquhart An experimental
memoir about Partition, immigration, and generational storytelling, This Red Line Goes Straight to
Your Heart weaves together the poetry of memory with the science of embodied trauma, using the
imagined voices of the past and the vital authority of the present. We begin with a man off balance:
one in one thousand, the only child in town whose polio leads to partial paralysis. We meet his future
wife, chanting Hai Rams for Gandhiji and choosing education over marriage. On one side of the line
that divides this book, we follow them as their homeland splits in two and they are drawn together,
moving to Canada and raising their children in mining towns and in crowded city apartments. And
when we turn the book over, we find the daughter's tale—we see how the rupture of Partition, the
asymmetry of a father's leg, the virus of a mother's rage, makes its way to the next generation. Told
through the lenses of biology, physics, history and poetry, this is a memoir that defies form and
convention to immerse the reader in the feeling of what remains when we've heard as much of the
truth as our families will allow, and we're left to search for ourselves among the pieces they've
carried with them.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Instant City Steve Inskeep, 2012-09-25 Morning Edition
cohost Inskeep presents a riveting account of a single harrowing day in December 2009 that sheds
light on the constant tensions in Karachi, Pakistan--when a bomb blast ripped through a religious
procession.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Bring Up The Bodies Hilary Mantel, 2012-05-08 By 1535
Thomas Cromwell, the blacksmith’s son, is far from his humble origins. Chief Minister to Henry VIII,
his fortunes have risen with those of Anne Boleyn, Henry’s second wife, for whose sake Henry has
broken with Rome and created his own church. But Henry’s actions have forced England into
dangerous isolation, and Anne has failed to do what she promised: bear a son to secure the Tudor
line. When Henry visits Wolf Hall, Cromwell watches as Henry falls in love with the silent, plain Jane
Seymour. The minister sees what is at stake: not just the king’s pleasure, but the safety of the
nation. As he eases a way through the sexual politics of the court, and its miasma of gossip, he must



negotiate a “truth” that will satisfy Henry and secure his own career. But neither minister nor king
will emerge undamaged from the bloody theatre of Anne’s final days. In Bring Up the Bodies, sequel
to the Man Booker Prize– winning Wolf Hall, Hilary Mantel explores one of the most mystifying and
frightening episodes in English history: the destruction of Anne Boleyn.
  behind the beautiful forevers: A Constellation of Vital Phenomena Anthony Marra, 2013-05-16
*** Granta Best of Young American Novelists 2017 *** In a snow-covered village in Chechnya,
eight-year-old Havaa watches from the woods as her father is abducted in the middle of the night by
Russian soldiers. Their life-long friend and neighbour, Akhmed, has also been watching, and when
he finds Havaa he knows of only one person who might be able to help. For tough-minded doctor
Sonja Rabina, it’s just another day of trying to keep her bombed-out, abandoned hospital going.
When Akhmed arrives with Havaa, asking Sonja for shelter, she has no idea who the pair are. But
over the course of five extraordinary days, Sonja’s world will shift on its axis, revealing the intricate
pattern of connections that binds these three unlikely companions together and unexpectedly
decides their fate. 'A Constellation of Vital Phenomena is simply spectacular' Ann Patchett
  behind the beautiful forevers: The Coming Crisis Colin Hay, Tom Hunt, 2017-10-20 This book
provides a timely warning of the dangers still present and building in the global economic system,
whose frailty was exposed by the global financial crisis, and the Eurozone crisis it spawned. The
contributors to this volume draw on SPERI’s work on the political economy of growth, stagnation,
austerity and crisis, and placing each in the context of the wider environmental crisis.
  behind the beautiful forevers: By Blood Ellen Ullman, 2012-02-28 The award-winning writer
returns with a major, absorbing, atmospheric novel that takes on the most dramatic and profoundly
personal subject matter San Francisco in the 1970s. Free love has given way to radical feminism,
psychedelic ecstasy to hard-edged gloom. The Zodiac Killer stalks the streets. A disgraced professor
takes an office in a downtown tower to plot his return. But the walls are thin and he's distracted by
voices from next door—his neighbor is a psychologist, and one of her patients dislikes the hum of the
white-noise machine. And so he begins to hear about the patient's troubles with her female lover,
her conflicts with her adoptive, avowedly WASP family, and her quest to track down her birth
mother. The professor is not just absorbed but enraptured. And the further he is pulled into the
patient's recounting of her dramas—and the most profound questions of her own identity—the more
he needs the story to move forward. The patient's questions about her birth family have led her to a
Catholic charity that trafficked freshly baptized orphans out of Germany after World War II. But
confronted with this new self— I have no idea what it means to say ‘I'm a Jew'—the patient finds her
search stalled. Armed with the few details he's gleaned, the professor takes up the quest and quickly
finds the patient's mother in records from a German displaced-persons camp. But he can't let on that
he's been eavesdropping, so he mocks up a reply from an adoption agency the patient has contacted
and drops it in the mail. Through the wall, he hears how his dear patient is energized by the news,
and so is he. He unearths more clues and invests more and more in this secret, fraught, triangular
relationship: himself, the patient, and her therapist, who is herself German. His research leads them
deep into the history of displaced-persons camps, of postwar Zionism, and—most troubling of all—of
the Nazi Lebensborn program. With ferocious intelligence and an enthralling, magnetic prose, Ellen
Ullman weaves a dark and brilliant, intensely personal novel that feels as big and timeless as it is
sharp and timely. It is an ambitious work that establishes her as a major writer.
  behind the beautiful forevers: The New New Deal Michael Grunwald, 2012-08-14 In a riveting
account based on new documents and interviews with more than 400 sources on both sides of the
aisle, award-winning reporter Michael Grunwald reveals the vivid story behind President Obama’s
$800 billion stimulus bill, one of the most important and least understood pieces of legislation in the
history of the country. Grunwald’s meticulous reporting shows how the stimulus, though reviled on
the right and the left, helped prevent a depression while jump-starting the president’s agenda for
lasting change. As ambitious and far-reaching as FDR’s New Deal, the Recovery Act is a down
payment on the nation’s economic and environmental future, the purest distillation of change in the
Obama era. The stimulus has launched a transition to a clean-energy economy, doubled our



renewable power, and financed unprecedented investments in energy efficiency, a smarter grid,
electric cars, advanced biofuels, and green manufacturing. It is computerizing America’s
pen-and-paper medical system. Its Race to the Top is the boldest education reform in U.S. history. It
has put in place the biggest middle-class tax cuts in a generation, the largest research investments
ever, and the most extensive infrastructure investments since Eisenhower’s interstate highway
system. It includes the largest expansion of antipoverty programs since the Great Society, lifting
millions of Americans above the poverty line, reducing homelessness, and modernizing
unemployment insurance. Like the first New Deal, Obama’s stimulus has created legacies that last:
the world’s largest wind and solar projects, a new battery industry, a fledgling high-speed rail
network, and the world’s highest-speed Internet network. Michael Grunwald goes behind the
scenes—sitting in on cabinet meetings, as well as recounting the secret strategy sessions where
Republicans devised their resistance to Obama—to show how the stimulus was born, how it fueled a
resurgence on the right, and how it is changing America. The New New Deal shatters the
conventional Washington narrative and it will redefine the way Obama’s first term is perceived.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Sweetland Michael Crummey, 2014-08-19 From the
award-winning, bestselling author of Galore comes another unforgettable novel. By turns darkly
comic and heartbreakingly sad, Sweetland is a deeply suspenseful story about one man's struggles
against the forces of nature and the ruins of memory. For twelve generations, when the fish were
plentiful and when they all-but disappeared, the inhabitants of this remote island in Newfoundland
have lived and died together. Now, in the second decade of the 21st century, they are facing
resettlement, and each has been offered a generous compensation package to leave. But the money
is offered with a proviso: everyone has to go; the government won't be responsible for one crazy coot
who chooses to stay alone on an island. That coot is Moses Sweetland. Motivated in part by a sense
of history and belonging, haunted by memories of the short and lonely time he spent away from his
home as a younger man, and concerned that his somewhat eccentric great-nephew will wilt on the
mainland, Moses refuses to leave. But in the face of determined, sometimes violent, opposition from
his family and his friends, Sweetland is eventually swayed to sign on to the government's plan. Then
a tragic accident prompts him to fake his own death and stay on the deserted island. As he manages
a desperately diminishing food supply, and battles against the ravages of weather, Sweetland finds
himself in the company of the vibrant ghosts of the former islanders, whose porch lights still seem to
turn on at night.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Home Manju Kapur, 2012-11-01 When their traditional
business - selling saris - is increasingly sidelined by the new fashion for jeans and stitched salwar
kameez, the Banwari Lal family must adapt. But instead of branching out, the sons remain
apprenticed to the struggling shop and the daughters are confined to the family home. As envy and
suspicion grip parents and children alike, the need for escape - whether through illicit love or in the
making of pickles or the search for education - becomes ever stronger. Very human and hugely
engaging, Home is a masterful novel of the acts of kindness, compromise and secrecy that lie at the
heart of every family.
  behind the beautiful forevers: Killer on the Road Ginger Strand, 2012-04-04 Starting in the
1950s, Americans eagerly built the planet’s largest public work: the 42,795-mile National System of
Interstate and Defense Highways. Before the concrete was dry on the new roads, however, a specter
began haunting them—the highway killer. He went by many names: the “Hitcher,” the “Freeway
Killer,” the “Killer on the Road,” the “I-5 Strangler,” and the “Beltway Sniper.” Some of these
criminals were imagined, but many were real. The nation’s murder rate shot up as its expressways
were built. America became more violent and more mobile at the same time. Killer on the Road tells
the entwined stories of America’s highways and its highway killers. There’s the hot-rodding juvenile
delinquent who led the National Guard on a multistate manhunt; the wannabe highway patrolman
who murdered hitchhiking coeds; the record promoter who preyed on “ghetto kids” in a city
reshaped by freeways; the nondescript married man who stalked the interstates seeking women with
car trouble; and the trucker who delivered death with his cargo. Thudding away behind these grisly



crime sprees is the story of the interstates—how they were sold, how they were built, how they
reshaped the nation, and how we came to equate them with violence. Through the stories of highway
killers, we see how the “killer on the road,” like the train robber, the gangster, and the mobster,
entered the cast of American outlaws, and how the freeway—conceived as a road to utopia—came to
be feared as a highway to hell.
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