
are you there god its me margaret
are you there god its me margaret is a beloved classic novel written by Judy Blume that has
shaped generations of readers. This article explores the enduring legacy, themes, and impact of the
book, as well as its recent film adaptation and relevance in contemporary culture. Readers will
discover a comprehensive overview of the novel’s plot, characters, and the sensitive topics it
addresses, such as puberty, religion, and self-discovery. By examining critical reception, cultural
significance, and Judy Blume’s influence, this guide will provide a thorough understanding of why
“Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret” remains essential reading for young adults and parents
alike. Continue reading for an in-depth analysis, historical context, and answers to popular questions
about this iconic story.
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Overview of Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret

"Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret" is a groundbreaking young adult novel published in 1970 by
Judy Blume. The book follows twelve-year-old Margaret Simon as she navigates the complexities of
adolescence, questioning religion, and searching for her own identity. With its honest portrayal of
puberty, spirituality, and family dynamics, the story resonates with readers of all backgrounds.
Blume’s approachable writing style and willingness to address topics often considered taboo made
this book a staple in youth literature. As a pioneering work in middle-grade fiction, it continues to be
recommended for its relatable narrative and empathetic tone.

The novel is set in suburban New Jersey, where Margaret, newly relocated, must adjust to a new
school, make friends, and cope with the uncertainties of growing up. Its candid approach to sensitive
issues, such as periods, bras, and the search for religious faith, set it apart from other works of its
time. The book remains a frequent choice for teachers and librarians seeking literature that fosters
open discussion and self-reflection among young readers.



Main Characters and Plot

Margaret Simon

Margaret Simon is the protagonist and the heart of the story. Her internal struggles, doubts, and
hopes drive the narrative forward. Margaret’s honest prayers and questions to God form a recurring
motif, highlighting her search for belonging and understanding during a pivotal stage in her life.

Supporting Characters

Barbara and Herb Simon: Margaret’s loving parents, whose differing religious backgrounds
spark important discussions about faith and identity.

Grandma Sylvia: Margaret’s maternal grandmother, who encourages her Jewish heritage and
provides emotional support.

The “Pre-Teen Sensations” Club: Nancy, Gretchen, and Janie, Margaret’s new friends who
share anxieties about growing up and form a secret club to talk about personal issues.

Plot Summary

The novel follows Margaret as she navigates her first year in a new town. She faces the challenges of
making friends, fitting in, and dealing with her changing body. Margaret’s conversations with God
serve as a private outlet for her questions about religion, puberty, and friendships. Throughout the
story, she seeks answers about which faith to follow, since her parents come from different religious
backgrounds and have chosen not to raise her with any particular belief system. As Margaret
experiences the ups and downs of adolescence, she learns valuable lessons about acceptance, family,
and self-worth.

Major Themes and Topics

Puberty and Growing Up

One of the most significant themes in "Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret" is the honest
depiction of puberty. Blume skillfully addresses topics such as menstruation, bra shopping, and body
image, which were rarely discussed in children’s literature before this book. Margaret’s candid
thoughts and conversations with her friends demystify these experiences, empowering young
readers to embrace their own physical changes without shame or embarrassment.



Religion and Spirituality

Religion is another central theme, as Margaret grapples with her family’s mixed religious heritage.
The book explores her quest to understand both Christianity and Judaism, reflecting the confusion
and curiosity many young people feel when exposed to divergent belief systems. Margaret’s private
prayers and her search for answers underscore the importance of personal faith and spiritual
exploration.

Friendship and Peer Pressure

The dynamics of friendship and peer pressure are woven throughout the story. The “Pre-Teen
Sensations” club offers Margaret a sense of belonging, but also introduces her to the pressures of
conformity and secrecy. Blume realistically portrays the joys and conflicts that arise among friends,
highlighting the ways in which peer relationships influence self-esteem and decision-making during
adolescence.

Family and Identity

Margaret’s family plays a crucial role in her identity formation. The tension between her parents’
backgrounds and her grandmother’s expectations forces Margaret to confront complex questions
about who she is and where she belongs. The novel encourages readers to value open
communication and respect diverse perspectives within families.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Breaking Taboos

Upon its release, "Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret" broke new ground by tackling topics that
were often considered taboo, such as menstruation and religious uncertainty. Judy Blume’s
willingness to address these issues openly helped pave the way for more inclusive and realistic
literature for young readers. Many educators and parents praised the book for its honesty, while
others criticized it for its frankness.

Banned and Challenged Book

Despite its popularity, the novel has frequently appeared on banned and challenged book lists due to
its subject matter. The discussions around censorship highlight the book’s significant impact on
conversations about free expression and the importance of literature that reflects real-life
experiences.



Influence on Young Adult Fiction

The success of "Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret" inspired countless authors to write
authentically about adolescent issues. Judy Blume’s approach to storytelling helped establish the
young adult genre as a vital space for discussing topics relevant to teens and preteens. The book’s
legacy continues to shape contemporary literature, encouraging writers to address difficult subjects
with sensitivity and honesty.

Film Adaptation

Bringing the Story to the Screen

In 2023, "Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret" was adapted into a feature film, introducing the
story to a new generation of viewers. The adaptation aimed to remain faithful to the spirit of Judy
Blume’s novel, capturing Margaret’s journey with warmth and humor. The movie stars Abby Ryder
Fortson as Margaret, with Rachel McAdams and Elle Graham in supporting roles, and was directed
by Kelly Fremon Craig.

Reception and Critical Response

The film received positive reviews for its authentic portrayal of adolescence and its respectful
treatment of the book’s sensitive themes. Critics praised the performances and the adaptation’s
ability to resonate with both longtime fans and newcomers. The movie’s release helped renew
interest in the novel, underscoring its timeless relevance and emotional impact.

Judy Blume’s Influence

Author’s Legacy

Judy Blume is widely regarded as a trailblazer in children’s and young adult literature. Her
empathetic writing style and dedication to representing real-life issues have made her a favorite
among readers and educators. Blume’s books, including "Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret,"
"Blubber," and "Forever…," address topics ranging from bullying to sexuality, often sparking
important conversations and promoting understanding.

Recognition and Awards

National Book Awards Finalist



Multiple American Library Association honors

Induction into the Library of Congress’ Living Legends

Lifetime Achievement recognition from literary organizations

Her influence extends beyond literature, as she has advocated for freedom of expression and the
right to read. Judy Blume’s work continues to inspire writers, educators, and readers to engage with
challenging topics in a thoughtful and compassionate manner.

Frequently Asked Questions

Below are answers to trending questions about "Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret" to help
readers deepen their understanding of the book, its themes, and its cultural significance.

Q: What is the main message of "Are You There God? It’s Me,
Margaret"?
A: The main message centers on self-discovery and acceptance during adolescence. The novel
encourages openness about personal questions regarding religion, puberty, and identity,
emphasizing that these experiences are normal and should be discussed without shame.

Q: Why was "Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret"
considered controversial?
A: The book was considered controversial for its frank discussions of menstruation, puberty, and
religious uncertainty. Some parents and schools challenged it due to its candid approach to topics
typically deemed private or inappropriate for young readers.

Q: How does Judy Blume address religion in the novel?
A: Judy Blume explores religion through Margaret’s quest to understand her family’s mixed faith
backgrounds. Margaret’s conversations with God reflect her desire to find spiritual comfort and
clarity, showing that religious exploration is a personal journey.

Q: Is the film adaptation faithful to the book?
A: The 2023 film adaptation remains faithful to the spirit of Judy Blume’s novel, capturing the
essence of Margaret’s experiences and the sensitive themes of the original story. The adaptation was
praised for its respectful treatment and strong performances.



Q: Who would benefit from reading "Are You There God? It’s
Me, Margaret"?
A: Middle-grade readers, adolescents, parents, and educators benefit from the book’s honest
portrayal of growing up. It provides valuable insight into the challenges of adolescence and
encourages open dialogue about important life topics.

Q: What are some key themes in "Are You There God? It’s Me,
Margaret"?
A: Key themes include puberty, religious exploration, friendship, family dynamics, self-acceptance,
and peer pressure. These themes are woven throughout the narrative, making the book relatable to
readers facing similar challenges.

Q: Has Judy Blume written other books about adolescence?
A: Yes, Judy Blume has authored several other influential books for young adults, including
"Blubber," "Deenie," "Forever…," and "Tiger Eyes," all of which address various aspects of growing
up and self-discovery.

Q: Why is "Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret" still
relevant today?
A: The novel’s honest treatment of universal adolescent experiences and its approachable style
ensure its continued relevance. It provides comfort and guidance for young readers grappling with
questions about identity, faith, and maturing.

Q: What age group is "Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret"
intended for?
A: The book is primarily intended for readers aged 8–12, but its themes and approachable narrative
make it suitable for older teens and adults interested in realistic coming-of-age stories.

Q: What impact did Judy Blume have on young adult
literature?
A: Judy Blume revolutionized young adult literature by addressing real-life issues with empathy and
candor. Her work paved the way for more authentic representation of adolescent experiences in
fiction, influencing countless authors and educators.
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Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret: A Timeless
Exploration of Faith, Identity, and Growing Up

Are you there, God? It's me, Margaret. This simple, poignant phrase, the title of Judy Blume's
groundbreaking novel, has resonated with generations of readers. More than just a coming-of-age
story, it's a powerful exploration of faith, identity, and the turbulent journey of adolescence. This
post delves deep into the enduring relevance of Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret, examining its
themes, impact, and ongoing conversations it sparks about puberty, religion, and self-discovery.
We'll explore why this book continues to be both celebrated and challenged, and why it remains a
vital piece of literature for young readers and adults alike.

The Power of a Simple Question: Margaret's Search for
Identity

The novel centers around Margaret Simon, a young girl navigating the complexities of pre-
adolescence and the confusing transition to womanhood. Her journey is marked by uncertainty and a
profound yearning for connection, particularly with a higher power. The titular question, repeated
throughout the book, reflects Margaret's raw honesty and vulnerability. It's a question many young
people, regardless of religious background, grapple with: a search for meaning, purpose, and
belonging in a rapidly changing world. Margaret’s struggles aren't unique; they are universal
aspects of growing up.

Exploring Faith and Family: A Complex Dynamic

Margaret's search for faith is intertwined with her family's somewhat unorthodox approach to
religion. Her mother is from a Presbyterian background, while her father is of a Jewish heritage.
This interfaith family dynamic significantly influences Margaret's journey. The book doesn't shy
away from depicting the complexities of faith, showing how family traditions and personal beliefs
can clash and ultimately shape one's spiritual path. It challenges readers to contemplate the diverse
ways people navigate their beliefs and the importance of open conversations surrounding faith.
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Navigating Puberty: A Realistic Portrayal of Bodily Changes

Blume’s unflinching portrayal of puberty is one of the book's most significant contributions and a
reason for its enduring relevance. Margaret's experiences with menstruation, breast development,
and the physical changes of adolescence are depicted with honesty and sensitivity, breaking ground
for open discussions about these crucial aspects of growing up. The novel normalizes these
experiences, providing comfort and understanding to young readers who may be feeling isolated or
confused during this period of their lives. This frankness is a key reason why the book has been both
praised and challenged over the years.

Friendship and Belonging: The Importance of Connection

Beyond her spiritual journey, Margaret's friendships play a significant role in her development. Her
relationships with Nancy, Gretchen, and other girls offer a glimpse into the intricacies of female
friendships, encompassing both joy and conflict. These relationships teach Margaret about loyalty,
betrayal, and the importance of finding one's place within a social group. The dynamics within her
peer group demonstrate how social pressures and the search for belonging are central aspects of
adolescence.

The Enduring Legacy of "Are You There God? It's Me,
Margaret"

Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret has had a profound and lasting impact on children's
literature. Its honest and realistic portrayal of adolescence, faith, and identity has resonated deeply
with readers across generations. The book’s enduring popularity stems from its ability to validate
the universal experiences of growing up, providing comfort and understanding to young people
grappling with complex emotions and life changes. It's a testament to Blume's skill as a writer that
this novel remains so relevant and impactful decades after its publication. It continues to spark
critical conversations about important social and religious issues, prompting reflection on how we
raise and support young people in their development.

Conclusion

Judy Blume's Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret is more than just a coming-of-age story; it's a
timeless exploration of faith, identity, and the universal experiences of adolescence. Its unflinching
honesty and realistic portrayal of puberty, religion, and friendship continue to resonate with readers,
making it a crucial piece of literature for young people and adults alike. The book's enduring legacy
lies in its ability to validate the struggles and triumphs of growing up, fostering open conversations
about sensitive topics and providing comfort to those navigating the complexities of adolescence.



FAQs

1. Why is Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret still considered controversial? The book's honest
depiction of puberty and its exploration of religious doubt have led to its banning or challenging in
some schools and communities over the years. Some find its content inappropriate for young
readers.

2. What age group is the book most appropriate for? While aimed at pre-teens and early teens, the
book’s themes can be appreciated by adults as well, offering a chance to reflect on one's own
adolescence.

3. How does the book portray different religious beliefs? The book acknowledges the differences
between Presbyterianism and Judaism, showcasing how individuals within a family can have
different religious practices and beliefs.

4. What are the key themes explored in the novel? Key themes include faith, identity, friendship,
family dynamics, puberty, and the complexities of adolescence.

5. What makes Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret a significant work of children's literature? Its
groundbreaking honesty in addressing previously taboo topics, combined with its relatable
characters and sensitive storytelling, cemented its place as a landmark novel in children's literature.

  are you there god its me margaret: Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret. Judy Blume,
2014-04-29 Faced with the difficulties of growing up and choosing a religion, a twelve-year-old girl
talks over her problems with her own private God.
  are you there god its me margaret: Are You There God? It's Me Margaret. Judy Blume,
2001-04 Margaret Simon has a lot of things to think about--making friends in a new school, boys and
dances and parties, growing physically normal and choosing a religion. With sensitivity and humor,
Judy Blume has captured the joys, fears, and uncertainties that surround a girl approaching
adolescence.--Publishers Weekly. Great Stone Face Award winner. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All
rights reserved.
  are you there god its me margaret: Iggie's House Judy Blume, 2014-04-29 Originally
published by Bradbury Press in 1970.
  are you there god its me margaret: The Next 500 Years Christopher E. Mason, 2022-04-12 An
argument that we have a moral duty to explore other planets and solar systems--because human life
on Earth has an expiration date. Inevitably, life on Earth will come to an end, whether by climate
disaster, cataclysmic war, or the death of the sun in a few billion years. To avoid extinction, we will
have to find a new home planet, perhaps even a new solar system, to inhabit. In this provocative and
fascinating book, Christopher Mason argues that we have a moral duty to do just that. As the only
species aware that life on Earth has an expiration date, we have a responsibility to act as the
shepherd of life-forms--not only for our species but for all species on which we depend and for those
still to come (by accidental or designed evolution). Mason argues that the same capacity for
ingenuity that has enabled us to build rockets and land on other planets can be applied to
redesigning biology so that we can sustainably inhabit those planets. And he lays out a 500-year plan
for undertaking the massively ambitious project of reengineering human genetics for life on other
worlds. As they are today, our frail human bodies could never survive travel to another habitable
planet. Mason describes the toll that long-term space travel took on astronaut Scott Kelly, who
returned from a year on the International Space Station with changes to his blood, bones, and genes.



Mason proposes a ten-phase, 500-year program that would engineer the genome so that humans can
tolerate the extreme environments of outer space--with the ultimate goal of achieving human
settlement of new solar systems. He lays out a roadmap of which solar systems to visit first, and
merges biotechnology, philosophy, and genetics to offer an unparalleled vision of the universe to
come.
  are you there god its me margaret: Then Again, Maybe I Won't Judy Blume, 2012-03-21 Ever
since his dad got rich from an invention and his family moved to a wealthy neighborhood on Long
Island, Tony Miglione’s life has been turned upside down. For starters, there’s his new friend, Joel,
who shoplifts. Then there’s Joel’s sixteen-year-old sister, Lisa, who gets undressed every night
without pulling down her shades. And there’s Grandma, who won’t come down from her bedroom.
On top of all that, Tony has a whole bunch of new questions about growing up. . . . Why couldn’t
things have stayed the same?
  are you there god its me margaret: Just as Long as We're Together Judy Blume, 2012-03-21
From the New York Times bestselling author of Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret and the adult
bestseller In the Unlikely Event comes a tale of family, friendship, and pre-teen life like only JUDY
BLUME can deliver. The companion to Here’s to You, Rachel Robinson. Can you have more than one
best friend? Stephanie’s best friend is Rachel. Since second grade they’ve shared everything, good
and bad. But now it’s the start of seventh grade and Alison has just moved to their neighborhood.
Stephanie immediately clicks with her—she’s cool and fun and totally humble even though she’s the
daughter of a famous actress. Stephanie hopes all three of them can be best friends, but the more
she pushes Alison on Rachel, the more Rachel seems to drift away. Is it possible to have two best
friends? Or is it true that two’s company, three’s a crowd? “Judy Blume does it again in what may be
her best book yet!” –American Bookseller
  are you there god its me margaret: Starring Sally J. Freedman as Herself Judy Blume,
2024-11-05 Sally J. Freedman was ten when she made herself a movie star. She would have been
happy to reach stardom in New Jersey, but in 1947 her older brother Douglas became ill, so the
Freedman family traveled south to spend eight months in the sunshine of Florida. That’s where Sally
met her friends Andrea, Barbara, Shelby, Peter, and Georgia Blue Eyes—and her unsuspecting
enemy, Adolf Hitler. Dear Chief of Police: You don’t know me but I am a detective from New Jersey. I
have uncovered a very interesting case down here. I have discovered that Adolf Hitler is alive and
has come to Miami Beach to retire. He is pretending to be an old Jewish man... While she watches
and waits, and keeps a growing file of letters under her bed, Sally’s Hitler will play an
important—though not quite starring—role in one of her grandest movie spectaculars.
  are you there god its me margaret: Are You There God? It's Me, Margarita Tim Federle,
2018-10-09 Literature, puns, and alcohol collide in this clever follow-up to Tequila Mockingbird, the
world's bestselling cocktail recipes book. Tim Federle's Tequila Mockingbird has become one of the
world's bestselling cocktail books and resonated with bartenders and book clubs everywhere. Now in
this much anticipated follow-up, Are You There God? It's Me, Margarita, Federle has shaken up 49
all-new, all-delicious drink recipes paired with his trademark puns and clever commentary on more
of history's most beloved books, as well as bar bites, drinking games, and whimsical illustrations
throughout. Cocktails include: Fifty Shades of Grey Goose The Handmaid's Ale Little Soused on the
Prairie Tender Is the Nightcap A Room With Vermouth Go Get a Scotch, Man As I Lay Drinking and
much more!
  are you there god its me margaret: Blubber Judy Blume, 2024-11-05 “Blubber is a good
name for her,” the note from Caroline said about Linda. Jill crumpled it up and left it on the corner of
her school desk. She didn’t want to think about Linda or her dumb report on whales just then. Jill
wanted to think about Halloween. But Robby grabbed the note and before Linda stopped talking it
had gone halfway around the room. There was something about Linda that made a lot of kids in her
fifth-grade class want to see how far they could go…but nobody, Jill least of all, expected the fun to
end where it did.
  are you there god its me margaret: Summer Sisters Judy Blume, 2009-12-16 #1 NEW YORK



TIMES BESTSELLER • READ WITH JENNA BOOK CLUB PICK AS FEATURED ON TODAY •
“Summer Sisters is a book to return to again and again.”—Colleen Hoover “As warm as a summer
breeze blowing through your hair, as nostalgic as James Taylor singing ‘How Sweet It Is.’ You
remember. So does Judy Blume. How sweet it was.”—Chicago Tribune In the summer of 1977,
Victoria Leonard’s world changes forever when Caitlin Somers chooses her as a friend. Dazzling,
reckless Caitlin welcomes Vix into the heart of her sprawling, eccentric family, opening doors to a
world of unimaginable privilege, sweeping her away to vacations on Martha’s Vineyard, an
enchanting place where the two friends become “summer sisters.” Now, years later, Vix is working
in New York City. Caitlin is getting married on the Vineyard. And the early magic of their long,
complicated friendship has faded. But Caitlin begs Vix to come to her wedding, to be her maid of
honor. And Vix knows that she will go—because she wants to understand what happened during that
last shattering summer. And, after all these years, she needs to know why her best friend—her
summer sister—still has the power to break her heart.
  are you there god its me margaret: Deenie Judy Blume, 2014-04-29 Originally published by
Bradbury Press in 1973.
  are you there god its me margaret: It's Not the End of the World Judy Blume, 2024-11-05
Karen couldn’t tell Mrs. Singer why she had to take her Viking diorama out of the sixth-grade
showcase. She felt like yelling, “To keep my parents from getting divorced!” But she couldn’t say it,
and the whole class was looking at her anyway. Karen’s world was ending. Her father had moved out
of the house weeks before; now he was going to Las Vegas to get divorced, and her mother was
pleased! She had only a few days to get the two of them together in the same room. Maybe, if she
could, they would just forget about the divorce. Then the Newman family could be its old self
again—maybe. But Karen knew something she didn’t know last winter: that sometimes people who
shouldn’t be apart are impossible together.
  are you there god its me margaret: Are You There, Vodka? It's Me, Chelsea Chelsea Handler,
2009-12-29 In a word: hilarious. . . . These are some of the funniest stories I have ever read and
they're also some of the most unexpectedly heartfelt--Laura Zigman, author of Animal Husbandry.
  are you there god its me margaret: Wifey Judy Blume, 2011-12-01 With more than four
million copies sold, Wifey is Judy Blume's hilarious, moving tale of a woman who trades in her
conventional wifely duties for her wildest fantasies—and learns a lot about life along the way. Sandy
Pressman is a nice suburban wife whose boredom is getting the best of her. She could be making
friends at the club, like her husband keeps encouraging her to do. Or working on her golf game. Or
getting her hair done. But for some reason, these things don't interest her as much as the naked
man on the motorcycle...
  are you there god its me margaret: In the Unlikely Event Judy Blume, 2015-06-02 From the
iconic Judy Blume, one of the most beloved authors of our time: the brilliantly reviewed and
bestselling adult novel. In this brilliant novel--her first for adults in fifteen years--legendary author
Judy Blume takes us back to the 1950s and introduces us to the town of Elizabeth, New Jersey,
where she herself grew up. Following three generations of families, friends, and strangers in the
town, we watch her newest cast of characters grapple with first love, estranged parents, difficult
friendships, familial obligations, divorce, career ambitions, a grandparent's love, a widower's hope,
and everything in between. Their warm and resonant stories are set against the backdrop of a
real-life tragedy that struck in the early 1950s: a series of three airplanes fell from the sky over a
three-month period, leaving the community reeling. Gripping, authentic, and unforgettable, In the
Unlikely Event is Blume's most ambitious and accomplished work yet, with all the hallmarks of this
beloved author's unparalleled storytelling.
  are you there god its me margaret: Iggie's House Judy Blume, 2024-11-05 Iggie’s House just
wasn’t the same. Iggie was gone, moved to Tokyo. And there was Winnie, cracking her gum on
Grove Street, where she’d always lived, with no more best friend and two weeks left of summer.
Then the Garber family moved into Iggie’s house—two boys, Glenn and Herbie, and Tina, their little
sister. The Garbers were black and Grove Street was white and always had been. Winnie, a



welcoming committee of one, set out to make a good impression and be a good neighbor. That’s why
the trouble started. Because Glenn and Herbie and Tina didn’t want a “good neighbor.” They wanted
a friend.
  are you there god its me margaret: The Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood, 2011-09-06 An
instant classic and eerily prescient cultural phenomenon, from “the patron saint of feminist
dystopian fiction” (New York Times). Now an award-winning Hulu series starring Elizabeth Moss. In
this multi-award-winning, bestselling novel, Margaret Atwood has created a stunning Orwellian
vision of the near future. This is the story of Offred, one of the unfortunate “Handmaids” under the
new social order who have only one purpose: to breed. In Gilead, where women are prohibited from
holding jobs, reading, and forming friendships, Offred’s persistent memories of life in the “time
before” and her will to survive are acts of rebellion. Provocative, startling, prophetic, and with
Margaret Atwood’s devastating irony, wit, and acute perceptive powers in full force, The
Handmaid’s Tale is at once a mordant satire and a dire warning.
  are you there god its me margaret: The Words in My Hands Asphyxia, 2021-11-09 Part
coming of age, part call to action, this fast-paced #ownvoices novel about a Deaf teenager is a
unique and inspiring exploration of what it means to belong. Smart, artistic, and independent,
sixteen year old Piper is tired of trying to conform. Her mom wants her to be “normal,” to pass as
hearing, to get a good job. But in a time of food scarcity, environmental collapse, and political
corruption, Piper has other things on her mind—like survival. Piper has always been told that she
needs to compensate for her Deafness in a world made for those who can hear. But when she meets
Marley, a new world opens up—one where Deafness is something to celebrate, and where resilience
means taking action, building a com-munity, and believing in something better. Published to rave
reviews as Future Girl in Australia (Allen & Unwin, Sept. 2020), this empowering, unforgettable
story is told through a visual extravaganza of text, paint, collage, and drawings. Set in an ominously
prescient near future, The Words in My Hands is very much a novel for our turbulent times.
  are you there god its me margaret: Smart Women Judy Blume, 2011-12-01 Two
thirtysomethings try to find their way through the complications of post-marriage love in this
beloved novel from #1 New York Times bestselling author Judy Blume. Margo and B.B. are each
divorced, and each is trying to reinvent her life in Colorado—while their respective teenage
daughters look on with a mixture of humor and horror. But even smart women sometimes have a lot
to learn—and they will, when B.B.’s ex-husband moves in next door to Margo... Includes a New
Introduction by the Author
  are you there god its me margaret: Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing Judy Blume, 2011-12-01
Living with his little brother, Fudge, makes Peter Hatcher feel like a fourth grade nothing. Whether
Fudge is throwing a temper tantrum in a shoe store, smearing smashed potatoes on walls at
Hamburger Heaven, or scribbling all over Peter's homework, he's never far from trouble. He's a
two-year-old terror who gets away with everything—and Peter's had enough. When Fudge walks off
with Dribble, Peter's pet turtle, it's the last straw. Peter has put up with Fudge too long. How can he
get his parents to pay attention to him for a change?
  are you there god its me margaret: Forever . . . Judy Blume, 2007-04-24 Two high school
seniors believe their love to be so strong that it will last forever.
  are you there god its me margaret: Judy Blume Essentials (Boxed Set) Judy Blume,
2014-10-07 No one should have to survive adolescence (or adulthood) without Judy Blume. And with
this essential boxed set of seven beloved novels, no one has to. The ideal antidote for angst at any
age, this boxed set of seven classic Judy Blume books makes a great gift for yourself or someone
else. From Margaret and her crisis of faith in Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret to Karen and
her coping with her parents’ divorce in It’s Not the End of the World, the characters of these
cherished novels feel like more than characters—they feel like friends. This boxed set includes
paperback editions of the following Judy Blume classics: Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret
Blubber Deenie Iggie’s House It’s Not the End of the World Then Again, Maybe I Won’t Starring
Sally J. Freedman as Herself



  are you there god its me margaret: The Center of Everything Jamie Harrison, 2021-01-12
Set against the wild beauty of Montana as a woman attempts to heal from a devastating accident,
this generational saga from the award-winning author of The Widow Nash is a heartfelt examination
of how the deep bonds of family echo throughout our lives. For Polly, the small town of Livingston,
Montana, is a land charmed by raw, natural beauty and a close network of family that extends back
generations. But the summer of 2002 finds Polly at a crossroads: a recent head injury has scattered
her perception of the present, bringing to the surface long-forgotten events. As Polly's many
relatives arrive for a family reunion during the Fourth of July holiday, a beloved friend goes missing
on the Yellowstone River. Search parties comb the river as carefully as Polly combs her mind, and
over the course of one fateful week, Polly arrives at a deeper understanding of herself and her
larger-than-life relatives. Weaving together the past and the present, from the shores of Long Island
Sound to the landscape of Montana, The Center of Everything examines with profound insight the
memories and touchstones that make up a life and what we must endure along the way.
  are you there god its me margaret: New Boy Tracy Chevalier, 2017-05-16 O felt her presence
behind him like a fire at his back.” Arriving at his fourth school in six years, diplomat’s son Osei
Kokote—“O” for short—knows he needs an ally if he is to survive his first day, so he is lucky to hit it
off with Dee, the most popular girl in school. But one boy, used to holding sway in the world of the
schoolyard, can’t stand to witness the budding relationship. When Ian decides to destroy the
friendship between the black boy and the golden girl, the school and its key players—teachers and
pupils alike—will never be the same again. The tragedy of Othello is vividly transposed to a 1970s
suburban Washington school, where kids fall in and out of love with each other before lunchtime,
and practice a casual racism picked up from their parents and teachers. The world of preadolescents
is as passionate and intense, if not more so, as that of adults. Drawing us into the lives and emotions
of four eleven-year-olds—Osei, Dee, Ian and his reluctant girlfriend Mimi—Tracy Chevalier’s
powerful drama of friends torn apart by love and jealousy, bullying and betrayal, is as moving as it is
enthralling. It is an unforgettable novel.
  are you there god its me margaret: Damned Chuck Palahniuk, 2011-10-18 Think
adolescence is hell? You have no idea... Welcome to Dante's Inferno, by way of The Breakfast Club,
from the mind of American fiction's most brilliant troublemaker. Death, like life, is what you make
out of it. So says Madison, the whip-tongued 11-year-old narrator of Damned, Chuck Palahniuk's
subversive homage to the young adult genre. Madison is abandoned at her Swiss boarding school
over Christmas while her parents are off touting their new film projects and adopting more orphans.
Over the holidays she dies of a marijuana overdose--and the next thing she knows, she's in Hell. This
is the afterlife as only Chuck Palahniuk could imagine it: a twisted inferno inspired by both the most
extreme and mundane of human evils, where The English Patient plays on repeat and roaming
demons devour sinners limb by limb. However, underneath Madison's sad teenager affect there is
still a child struggling to accept not only the events of her dysfunctional life, but also the truth about
her death. For Madison, though, a more immediate source of comfort lies in the motley crew of
young sinners she meets during her first days in Hell. With the help of Archer, Babette, Leonard, and
Patterson, she learns to navigate Hell--and discovers that she'd rather be mortal and deluded and
stupid with those she loves than perfect and alone.
  are you there god its me margaret: The One in the Middle Is the Green Kangaroo Judy Blume,
2024-11-05 Freddy Dissel has two problems. One is his older brother, Mike. The other is his younger
sister, Ellen. That leaves Freddy in the middle, feeling like the peanut butter part of a sandwich,
squeezed between two pieces of bread like a great big middle nothing. So when Freddy hears about
the school play, he knows it’s his chance to shine—even if the play is being put on by the big kids,
and even if Mike says that everybody can jump. But nobody can jump quite as well as Freddy, which
makes him the perfect Green Kangaroo—and the star of the show!
  are you there god its me margaret: Grown and Flown Lisa Heffernan, Mary Dell Harrington,
2019-09-03 PARENTING NEVER ENDS. From the founders of the #1 site for parents of teens and
young adults comes an essential guide for building strong relationships with your teens and



preparing them to successfully launch into adulthood The high school and college years: an extended
roller coaster of academics, friends, first loves, first break-ups, driver’s ed, jobs, and everything in
between. Kids are constantly changing and how we parent them must change, too. But how do we
stay close as a family as our lives move apart? Enter the co-founders of Grown and Flown, Lisa
Heffernan and Mary Dell Harrington. In the midst of guiding their own kids through this transition,
they launched what has become the largest website and online community for parents of fifteen to
twenty-five year olds. Now they’ve compiled new takeaways and fresh insights from all that they’ve
learned into this handy, must-have guide. Grown and Flown is a one-stop resource for parenting
teenagers, leading up to—and through—high school and those first years of independence. It covers
everything from the monumental (how to let your kids go) to the mundane (how to shop for a dorm
room). Organized by topic—such as academics, anxiety and mental health, college life—it features a
combination of stories, advice from professionals, and practical sidebars. Consider this your
parenting lifeline: an easy-to-use manual that offers support and perspective. Grown and Flown is
required reading for anyone looking to raise an adult with whom you have an enduring, profound
connection.
  are you there god its me margaret: Soupy Saturdays with the Pain and the Great One
Judy Blume, 2009-09-02 MEET THE PAIN: My sister's name is Abigail. I call her The Great One
because she thinks she's so great. Who cares if she's in third grade and I'm just in first? MEET THE
GREAT ONE: My brother's name is Jacob Edward, but everyone calls him Jake. Everyone but me. I
call him The Pain because that's what he is. He's a first-grade pain. I'll always know exactly what
he's thinking. That's just the way it is. These seven warm-hearted stories will give readers a peek at
how a brother and sister relate to each other.
  are you there god its me margaret: Wifey; Smart Women Judy Blume, 2001 Two classic
novels of life and love, from the New York Times bestselling author of Summer Sisters. In Wifey, a
bored housewife finds refuge in fantasy; while Smart Women finds two divorcees starting over in
Colorado.
  are you there god its me margaret: Go with the Flow Karen Schneemann, Lily Williams,
2020-01-14 High school students embark on a crash course of friendship, female empowerment, and
women's health issues in Lily Williams and Karen Schneemann's graphic novel Go With the Flow.
Good friends help you go with the flow. Best friends help you start a revolution. Sophomores Abby,
Brit, Christine, and Sasha are fed up. Hazelton High never has enough tampons. Or pads. Or adults
who will listen. Sick of an administration that puts football before female health, the girls confront a
world that shrugs—or worse, squirms—at the thought of a menstruation revolution. They band
together to make a change. It’s no easy task, especially while grappling with everything from
crushes to trig to JV track but they have each other’s backs. That is, until one of the girls goes rogue,
testing the limits of their friendship and pushing the friends to question the power of their own
voices. Now they must learn to work together to raise each other up. But how to you stand your
ground while raising bloody hell?
  are you there god its me margaret: The Menopause Manifesto Dr. Jen Gunter, 2021-05-25
#1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER In her follow-up to the #1 bestseller The Vagina Bible, Dr. Jen Gunter,
Canadian OB/GYN and the internet's most fearless advocate for women's health, brings us
empowerment through knowledge by countering stubborn myths and misunderstandings about
menopause with hard facts, real science, fascinating historical perspective, and expert advice. The
only thing predictable about menopause is its unpredictability. Factor in widespread misinformation,
a lack of research, and the culture of shame around women's bodies, and it's no wonder women are
unsure what to expect during the menopause transition and beyond. Menopause is not a
disease—it's a planned change, like puberty. And just like puberty, we should be educated on what's
to come years in advance, rather than the current practice of leaving people on their own with
bothersome symptoms and too much conflicting information. Knowing what is happening, why, and
what to do about it is both empowering and reassuring. Frank and funny, Dr. Jen debunks
misogynistic attitudes and challenges the over-mystification of menopause to reveal everything you



really need to know about: * Perimenopause * Hot flashes * Sleep disruption * Sex and libido *
Depression and mood changes * Skin and hair issues * Outdated therapies * Breast health * Weight
and muscle mass * Health maintenance screening * And much more! Filled with practical tips, useful
information and startling insights, this essential guide will revolutionize how women experience
menopause—and show them how their lives can be even better for it.
  are you there god its me margaret: Empire of the Vampire Jay Kristoff, 2021-09-14 THE
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES, USA TODAY, AND WALL STREET JOURNAL BESTSELLER From New
York Times bestselling author Jay Kristoff comes Empire of the Vampire, the first illustrated volume
of an astonishing new dark fantasy saga. From holy cup comes holy light; The faithful hand sets
world aright. And in the Seven Martyrs’ sight, Mere man shall end this endless night. It has been
twenty-seven long years since the last sunrise. For nearly three decades, vampires have waged war
against humanity; building their eternal empire even as they tear down our own. Now, only a few
tiny sparks of light endure in a sea of darkness. Gabriel de León is a silversaint: a member of a holy
brotherhood dedicated to defending realm and church from the creatures of the night. But even the
Silver Order could not stem the tide once daylight failed us, and now, only Gabriel remains.
Imprisoned by the very monsters he vowed to destroy, the last silversaint is forced to tell his story. A
story of legendary battles and forbidden love, of faith lost and friendships won, of the Wars of the
Blood and the Forever King and the quest for humanity’s last remaining hope: The Holy Grail.
  are you there god its me margaret: Float Laura Martin, 2018-05-29 From the critically
acclaimed author of the Edge of Extinction series comes this fast-paced, action-packed, and heartfelt
adventure about a group of kids with uncontrollable abilities, perfect for fans of Gordon Korman,
Lisa McMann, and Dan Gutman! Emerson can float…he just can’t do it very well. His uncontrollable
floating is his RISK factor, which means that he deals with Reoccurring Incidents of the Strange
Kind. The last place Emerson wants to be is at a government-mandated summer camp for RISK kids
like him, so he’s shocked when he actually starts having fun at camp—and he even makes some new
friends. But it’s not all canoeing and capture the flag at Camp Outlier. The summer of fun takes a
serious turn when Emerson and his friends discover that one of their own is hiding a deadly secret
that puts all of their lives in danger. It’s up to the Red Maple boys to save themselves—and everyone
like them.
  are you there god its me margaret: Nightjohn Gary Paulsen, 2011-08-31 To know things, for
us to know things, is bad for them. We get to wanting and when we get to wanting it's bad for them.
They thinks we want what they got . . . . That's why they don't want us reading. -- Nightjohn I didn't
know what letters was, not what they meant, but I thought it might be something I wanted to know.
To learn.--Sarny Sarny, a female slave at the Waller plantation, first sees Nightjohn when he is
brought there with a rope around his neck, his body covered in scars. He had escaped north to
freedom, but he came back--came back to teach reading. Knowing that the penalty for reading is
dismemberment Nightjohn still retumed to slavery to teach others how to read. And twelve-year-old
Sarny is willing to take the risk to learn. Set in the 1850s, Gary Paulsen's groundbreaking new novel
is unlike anything else the award-winning author has written. It is a meticulously researched,
historically accurate, and artistically crafted portrayal of a grim time in our nation's past, brought to
light through the personal history of two unforgettable characters.
  are you there god its me margaret: Here's to You, Rachel Robinson Judy Blume, 2012-03-21
From the New York Times bestselling author of Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret and the adult
bestseller In the Unlikely Event comes a tale of family, friendship, and pre-teen life like only JUDY
BLUME can deliver. The companion to Just As Long As We’re Together. CAN YOU BE too perfect?
From the outside, Rachel looks like the perfect daughter in the perfect family. She’s a straight-A
student, a gifted musician, and a good friend. But Rachel feels as if it’s all falling apart. Her brother,
Charles, was just kicked out of boarding school and is now at home, wreaking havoc. Her sister,
Jessica, has problems of her own, which Rachel thinks it’s her job to help solve. And Rachel herself is
considering adding drama club, community service, and class president to her already crowded
roster of activities. Rachel’s best friends, Stephanie and Alison, urge Rachel to lighten up and enjoy



the end of seventh grade. Easy for them to say. Not so easy for Rachel. Not even when Jeremy
Dragon, the coolest boy in ninth grade, notices her. Is it possible that perfection isn’t the key to an
exciting life? An ALA Best Book for Young Adults “A master.” —SLJ
  are you there god its me margaret: God in Gotham Jon Butler, 2020-09-29 A master
historian traces the flourishing of organized religion in Manhattan between the 1880s and the
1960s, revealing how faith adapted and thrived in the supposed capital of American secularism. In
Gilded Age Manhattan, Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant leaders agonized over the fate of traditional
religious practice amid chaotic and multiplying pluralism. Massive immigration, the anonymity of
urban life, and modernity’s rationalism, bureaucratization, and professionalization seemingly
eviscerated the sense of religious community. Yet fears of religion’s demise were dramatically
overblown. Jon Butler finds a spiritual hothouse in the supposed capital of American secularism. By
the 1950s Manhattan was full of the sacred. Catholics, Jews, and Protestants peppered the borough
with sanctuaries great and small. Manhattan became a center of religious publishing and
broadcasting and was home to august spiritual reformers from Reinhold Niebuhr to Abraham
Heschel, Dorothy Day, and Norman Vincent Peale. A host of white nontraditional groups met in
midtown hotels, while black worshippers gathered in Harlem’s storefront churches. Though denied
the ministry almost everywhere, women shaped the lived religion of congregations, founded
missionary societies, and, in organizations such as the Zionist Hadassah, fused spirituality and
political activism. And after 1945, when Manhattan’s young families rushed to New Jersey and Long
Island’s booming suburbs, they recreated the religious institutions that had shaped their youth. God
in Gotham portrays a city where people of faith engaged modernity rather than foundered in it. Far
from the world of “disenchantment” that sociologist Max Weber bemoaned, modern Manhattan
actually birthed an urban spiritual landscape of unparalleled breadth, suggesting that modernity
enabled rather than crippled religion in America well into the 1960s.
  are you there god its me margaret: Tequila Mockingbird Tim Federle, 2013-04-23 Pour
yourself a drink and brush up on your literary knowledge with this clever guidebook that pairs
cherished novels with both classic and cutting-edge cocktails. No B.A. in English required! From
barflies to book clubs, Tequila Mockingbird is the world's bestselling cocktail book for the literary
obsessed. Featuring sixty-five delicious drink recipes paired with wry commentary on history's most
beloved novels, Tequila Mockingbird also includes bar bites, drinking games, and whimsical
illustrations throughout. Drinks include: The Pitcher of Dorian Grey Goose The Last of the Mojitos
Love in the Time of Kahlua Romeo and Julep A Rum of One's Own Are You There, God? It's Me,
Margarita Vermouth the Bell Tolls and more! 2013 Goodreads Choice Award (Food & Cookbooks)
Entertainment Weekly Great Gifts for Book Lovers BookPage Best of 2013 Clue on Jeopardy
  are you there god its me margaret: I Who Have Never Known Men Jacqueline Harpman,
1997-04-08 A work of fantasy, I Who Have Never Known Men is the haunting and unforgettable
account of a near future on a barren earth where women are kept in underground cages guarded by
uniformed groups of men. It is narrated by the youngest of the women, the only one with no memory
of what the world was like before the cages, who must teach herself, without books or sexual
contact, the essential human emotions of longing, loving, learning, companionship, and dying. Part
thriller, part mystery, I Who Have Never Known Men shows us the power of one person without
memories to reinvent herself piece by piece, emotion by emotion, in the process teaching us much
about what it means to be human.
  are you there god its me margaret: Latasha and the Little Red Tornado Michael Scotto,
2012-10-30 Latasha and the Little Red Tornado tells the story of Latasha Gandy, a precocious and
inventive third-grader who lives in Pittsburgh with her hardworking mother and a naughty puppy
named Ella Fitzgerald. At eight years old, Latasha cannot wait to grow up. Ella, on the other hand,
absolutely refuses to! When Ella's antics push the Gandy's landlady, Mrs. Okocho, to her wits' end,
Latasha realizes that she must turn her mischievous mutt into a model dog. At turns hilarious and
heartbreaking, this tale of friendship and maturity follows Latasha as she struggles with Ella, school,
and her mother's absence from home.



  are you there god its me margaret: Small Things Like These Claire Keegan, 2021-11-30
Shortlisted for the 2022 Booker Prize A hypnotic and electrifying Irish tale that transcends country,
transcends time. —Lily King, New York Times bestselling author of Writers & Lovers Small Things
Like These is award-winning author Claire Keegan's landmark new novel, a tale of one man's
courage and a remarkable portrait of love and family It is 1985 in a small Irish town. During the
weeks leading up to Christmas, Bill Furlong, a coal merchant and family man faces into his busiest
season. Early one morning, while delivering an order to the local convent, Bill makes a discovery
which forces him to confront both his past and the complicit silences of a town controlled by the
church. An international bestseller, Small Things Like These is a deeply affecting story of hope, quiet
heroism, and empathy from one of our most critically lauded and iconic writers.
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